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N chat Agen Seaſon, of the Year 
when Nature throws forth all her Hoar 

* of Charms, and puts to-ſhame the weak 

wv Efforts of Art, fix Perſons,. united by 

RESSzz their Underſtandings and Inclinations; 

— poſſeſſing every thing requiſite to ſet them above 

the Vulgar World, tir d with the Tumult of a noiſy 

Town, made a Party to go and ſhut themſelves up for 

ſome time in a Country Houſe. The innocent Deli- 

cacies of a rural Scene ſeem'd indeed moſt proper for 
the Vol. . of their Pleaſures, and promiſed an addi, 
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tional Inſpiration to the Productions of their Wit. The 


_ fame Defire reigning throughout this amiable Society, 


no Difſiculty retarded the Effect; the Deſign was exe- 
eutad almoſt as ſoon as form'd. | 


Tue Company was compoſed of two Men and four 


Ladies; but good God! how impoſlible is it to do Ju- 
Mice to their Characters ! The/amont and his admir'd 
Urania, Orophanes and his charming Felicia, coul 

equall'd only by each other : And indeed the Parity of 
their Diſpoſitions, and Sympathy of Soul, ſeem'd to 
prognoſticate that Heaven had ordain'd theſe two in- 
— Pairs to be united by Bands ſacred and in- 
diſſoluble. The Expectations of a Happineſs to which 
they all aſpired, was not attended with any of thoſe 
tumultuous Impatiencies which we behold in ordinary 
Paſſions ; and which deform the Deity of tender Wiſlies, 
and render his Influence contemptible. They lov'd, 


2tis true, but without Extravagance : Modeſty and 


Virtue governing their Minds, govern'd alſo their Ac- 
tions. Thelamont, with the moſt humble Reſpect, 
waited the bliſsful Hour which was to join his Deſtiny 


Wich that of the adorable Uraria ; and Orephanes, too 


full of Honour to ſeek any other Method, endeavour'd 
to employ the Time due to complete his Marriage with 
Felicia, in every thing which a pure and noble Paſſion 
could inſpire to pleaſe her. 

Tur Objecs of ſuch ſublime Affections ought not 
to loſe their Merit, and 'tis Praiſe enough to ſay, that 
they gave Birth to Loves, which are the Wonder of the 
preſent Age, and may ſerve as Examples to ſucceeding 
ONES p 


"THELAMONT, to a Mind t and delicat 
had a Greatneſs of Soul, and a ſuperior Loftineſs 
Thought, which gave an inimitable Elegance to all his 


Words and Actions. Oropbares had Wit and Learning, 
* and tho' it cliffer'd from that of The/amont, yet as theit 


Principles were the ſame, the Diverſity of their Senti- 


ments only occafion'd little Diſputes, which ſerv'd to 
make conſpicuous their ſeveral Excellencies, and gave 
* to Converſation. Urania and 2 
| 2 al 
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all the Reaſon in the World to expect Happineſs with 
Men wh had ſuch exalted Spirits, temper'd with the 
ſweeteſt and moſt affable Diſpoſitions; nor was their 
Diſcernment in the Choice they made of female Friends, 
leſs to be admir'd'than-in thoſe defign'd for Huſbands 2 
Camilla and Florinda, who from the Number of their 
Acquaintance were ſelected to be of this Party, m 
in Merit to no body but Urania and Felicia. 

Turse fox Perſons, ſuch as I have attenipted 15 
ſpeak them, ſet out together on their little Journey, 


and in a ſhort Time arrived at the Retirement deſign d 


to afford a perfect Tranquility: The Houſe belong d to 
Urania, 92 thinking true Happineſs conſiſted in hav- 
ing what was moſt uſeful adorn'd with native Simpli- 
city, had not beautifed her Country Seat with 
tilties of Art, but only as it were aſſiſting — 
had made it the moſt delicious Retreat that ever yas: 
A great and famous River form'd the Canal of her 
Garden, beyond which lay a rich Champaign-Countryy 
water d by ſeveral little Streams. A Wood 
thick, and kept in good Order, fill'd with Walks col 
and ſolitary, ter d one Part of this agreta 
fion, both from the rough Aſſaults of wintry 
or Summer's ſcorching Neats. Thro' thoſe high · archd 
Meanders and — Groves you might for ny 
wander unprejudiced, uninterrupted, either by Sun, or 
Wind, or Rain: Here, fafe from Injuries,” of almoſt 
every kind, you might move ſtately on or lie reclined, 
indulging Contemplation, while all beſide was Hurry 
and Confuſion. A Parterre, graced with the ſweeteſt 
and moſt beautiful Flowers, charmed the 
and the End of Day. An Orchard and Kitchen- 
furniſh'd with all that might delight the Taſte, 'com- 
poſed part of the C; and « Cos Tad, ſtored 
620 gy Things moſt requiſite for Life compleated 
The Proſpect on every Side different, and always 
bounded, preſented to the greedy Eye a vaſt 
Vie of unt Pleaſures, which were for evt 
growing,” for ever new. The Houſe of itſelf was nei- 
- dead ts Wh —_ -- | 
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dious beyond-Expreſſion : It offer d not to View a Piece 
of pompous Architecture, nor was it furniſh'd. with 
more Sumptuouſneſs than it was built, the Magnifi- 
cence co only in the Neatneſs, Pleaſure, and 
Convenience of it. A Sur Hall open'd to four Apart- 
each of which being double, made eight; the 
Doors being ſo contriv'd, that they might be ſeparate 
or together, afforded vacant Rooms for any whoſe Vi- 
fits mould be approv id by this illuſtrious Company. In 
fine, if there was nothing ier nous in this beautiful 
Receſs, the moſt dithcultly pleas'd muſt acknowledge 
there was nothing wanting. 
_URANIA the Civilities of her Houſe in ſuck a 
manner, as convinc'd her Friends of the Pleaſure ſhe 
22 receiving them: And tho Thelamont had been 
ſeveral times before, yet the Pleaſure of ſeeing it 
free; and without Conſtraint, made him with more At- 
tention femark the Beauties; and as nothing was c 
ble of affording him ſo much Satisſaction as that which 
be an Improvement of the Mind, he took notice 
with an Inf nity of Joy, that what Urania had taken 
: eateſt Care in ſetting out, was a handſome large 
GE hIPd. from the Bottom to the Top with Shelves, 
tichly lind and ſupported, and yet more graced with 
Books, the ſcarceſt, moſt neceſſary, and beſt choſen : 
He expreſs d his Contentment by a Look lively and 
etrating, which manay with a Return from Uranie, 
'd her * Soul with that undeſcribable Rapture 
which we ſeel in an Opportunity of pleaſing what we 
love. You ſee, ſaid ſhe, with a becoming Smile, the 
dvantage which accrues from the having illuſtrious 
Friends! the Defire we have of making ourſelves wor- 
thy of them, inſpires us with a generous Emulation, 
which leads us. to praiſe-worthy Actions. I ſhould 
have thought my Houſe entirely unfurniſh'd, if I had 
not fill d Part of it with what might agreeably employ 
the Perſons 3 2 1 own Choice 
in what you ſay, Felicia; notwithſtanding 
that it's the Exceſs. of your good Breedin 5 1 55 
made you addreſs ſo bling a Diſcourſe fel the 
Yo 
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in ral, yet I dare venture to aſſure you, in the 
Name ＋ all, that we without Pain will yield the 
Honour of it to him who is the real Inſpirer of it. We 
have too great a Value for his Wit, and the other 
ſhining Ornaments of his Character, continued the, 
looking on The/amont, to be ignorant that the Sentiments 


and Condition of his Heart merit All the Attention of © 


yours. I did not expect, anſwer'd The/amont, bowing, 


to have receiv'd a Compliment for that which is only 


due to the Excellence of Urania's Genius; the Eſteem 
I haye for it made me expreſs the Pleaſure I take in ſee- 
ing it always tend to that which is lid: And as Reading 
is, according to my Opinion, a neceſſary Nouriſhment 
to the Soul, I could not help looking on this Cloſet as 
the moſt beautiful and uſeful Part of the Houſe, and 
the moſt worthy of her who inhabits it. However that 
be, . ſaid Uranio, twill help us to paſs away the Time 
we have agreed to tarry here. When our Converſation 
begins to languiſh, hither we'll repair for Aſſiſtance. I 
am perſuaded, cry d Orophanes, that it will be a long 
Time before our Curioſity will be gratified with what 
this Repoſitory of Wit and Learnirig contains, if we 
ſtay till we ceaſe giving Attention to what you fay.,— 
Therefore my Advice is, that we lay ourſelves under a 
Law to come and ſpend two Hours here every Day, 
and thatall in a mutual Silence take up what Book ſhall 
r us beſt, and then communicating the Subjects we 

ve been reading, make either a Diſſertation or a'Cri- 
ticiſm to dedicate this Place to the Actions, great or 
gallant, which theſe Books or our Memories ſhall fur- 
niſh us with. I approve of the Deſign, faid Camilla, 
with an amiable Sprightlineſs, all but what relates tb 
the Silence.— As i ſhall be the firſt to break it, I ſhall 
be glad to prevent a Law being made, which I am well 
aſſur'd is not in my Power to obſerve When I ami in 
a Rapture with ſome beautiful Paſſage, I muſt imme- 
diately ſpeak. I muſt repeat it aloud—and point out 
the Beauties of it with an Earneſtneſs (with which I am 


ſometimes reproach'd) ; if I were to be debarr'd of this 


ſo great a Pleaſure, I ſhould grow ſtupid. ' as 
f "ANY Taz 


[6] 
Put Company laugh'd heartily at this little Sally of 
Camilla's Wit, and to ſatisfy her, as well as not to de- 
prive themſelves of the Pleaſure of hearing her ſpeak, 
forbore the Inſtitution of the Law they had intended to 
inwpolſe on themſelves. After which they agreed to di- 
vide the Day into three Parts: The Morning. was ap- 
pointed for: the Ladies to paſs as they thought proper: 
from Dinner they were to repair to the Learned Cloſet, 
as being too warm for walking ; and the reſt of the Day 
till Supper was to be employ'd eitherin telling ſome Sto- 
ry, or making their ſeveral Remarks on ſuch new Pieces 
as were publiſh'd either in Verſe or Proſe. Supper ended, 
they were to refreſh their Minds with an entire Liberty 
of follow ing their own Inclinations. Urania approv'd 
of this Regulation, only defired her Friends would agree 
not to oblige thoſe who might happen to viſit her, to 
be ſubject to their Laws; all the World, added ſhe, not 
being of a Humour to their Time as we do. 
Tuts being complied. with, they left the Cloſet, to 
 view'thoſe Parts of the Houſe which yet they had not 
ſeen, which, notwithſtanding its Smallneſs, for a Wo- 
man of Urania's Eftate and Birth, was ſo well managed, 
ſo compact and regular, that one could not be tired with 
admiring it. Camilla and Florinda being unwilling to 
ſeparate, deſired they might be lodg'd in one Apart- 
ment: Tela mont and Orophanes did the fame ; and 
 Urazia never parting from her dear Felicia, would 
needs have her take fhare of hers : So that by this 
Means there ſtill remain'd more Rooms than Urazia 
could poſſibly expect Company to fill. 
Tauss little Employments having taken them up till 
Dinner: time, they fat down to Table, which was ſerv d 
according to the Syſtem Urania had form'd for her 
Oeconomy; that is to fay, without Profuſion, but with 
2 Neatnefs and Delicacy preferable to Magnificence. 
This, the neceſſary, but leaft pleafing Requiſite of Life, 
*«ver, they reſolv'd to begin what they had deſigu'd by 
retit ing into the Cloſet; and each of them having taken 
a Book moſt ſuitable to their Taſte, or the Situation of 
heir Mind, a Silence unenjoin'd reign'd for ſome Time 
34 a in 
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in this agreeable Society : But Camilla, not able to re- 
ſtrain the Fire of her Temper, was the firſt that broke 
it, by crying out, Here's a Paſſage in the Hiſtory of 
Cyrus that charms me above all things I have ever read. 
I place that great Prince above Alexander, who, not- 
withſtanding his excellent Qualities, has always given 
way to his Paſſions, without regard to his Glory, or the 
Immortality that he aſpir'd to; but Xenophon paints 
Cyrus ſuch as all great Men ought to be: This Hero, 
always aWarrior, always a Conqueror, has never ceas'd 
being wiſe, his Conqueſts have not authoriz d his Weak- 
neſſes: Abſolute Maſter of innumerable Nations, he has 
not thought himſelf permitted to do a cruel or an unjuſt 


Thing, more than the meaneſt of his Subjects. This 


Prince, whoſe Virtue equall'd his Valour, after having 
ſubducd the meſt warlike Nations, having done enou 
to aſſure his Glory, is ipform'd that the moſt beautiful 
Princeſs in the World, the virtuous Panthea,,is his Pri- 
ſoner; he refuſes to ſee her, orders her to be ſerved 
with all the Honours due to her Rank and Merit, with- 
out once venturing to expoſe his Heart to her Looks, 
for fear of being conquer d by a Paſſion which might 
influence him to ſomething unworthy of that Character 
he had gan thro' ſo many Dangers to obtain. I'm con- 
vinc'd if Panthes had borne the ſame Reputation 
as Thalefiris or Cleapatra did, this great Prince would 
not have dreaded an Interview; his Virtue would have 
been a ſufficient Guard againſt the Power of Beauty 
alone: But the Prudence of Panthea being more to be 
fear d by him than her exterior Charms, he ought to 
imagine, as he did, that the Knowledge of that would - 
be the Loadſtone to attract his Soul; it being almoſt 
unavoidable, but that the moſt virtuous of Men ſhould 
be charm'd with the moſt virtuous of Homer. TT 
Txt Remark of Camilla is very juſt, ſaid Thela- 
mont ; and I believe to know Men well, one ought ra- 
ther to judge of 'em by the Inadvertencies they avoid 
falling into, than by the great Actions they have done. 
Love, Hatred, Avarice, or Ambition, may ſome- 
times hurry us on to wonderful Undertakings for the 
v  *WY Accom=. 
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Accompliſhment of our Deſires ; yet are thoſe Perſons, 
thug inſpir'd, more ignoble in their Sentiments than 
the poor Cottage Hind, that has no farther Proſpect 
than his Sheep-hook. — The moſt cruel Tyrants have 
not been without ſome Virtues ; but when, from what 
would incline us to be vicious, we extract an exalted 
Wiſdom, tis then, with Juſtice, we acquire the Name 
of Great. The Monarch you have been ſpeaking of, 
would have been far leſs blameable in loving Panthea, 
than Alexander was in giving way to the Violence of 
his Temper, when in his Wine he murder'd C/ytu:. 
But I think we need not trace Hiſtory for an Example 
of this Grandeur of the Mind. —A Prince of our own 
Time may be faid to excel, in Moderation, all who 
have gone before him, and eclipſes the Memory either 
of Cyrus or Alexander, by one ſingle Action.— This 
Prince having feaſted his whole Court, and drank 
enough to make him do ſomething beneath the Royal 
Dignity, in the Morning remembering it, was ſo an- 
gry with himſelf, that aſſembling the ſame Perſons, he 
made an Oath in their Preſence, never more to taſte a 
Liquor which might, tho' but for a Moment, place 


ed The/amant, is alone to be term'd real Virtue, to 
| know our Failings, and to mend them, when we have 
L the Power to perſiſt in them with Impunity ; this is to 
be truly wiſe, and we may hope for every thing from 

* Prince who thinks and acts in this Manner. 
is true, reply'd Florinda ; but I won't allow that 
Love, when juſtly plac'd, is a Defect in a great Man; 
itdon'tſeem to me, that to be a Hero, and at the ſame 
time conſcious of that tender Paſſion, are incompatible. 
+ No, doubtleſs, ſaid Felicia; but then to make theſe 
3.8 two Titles of Hero and Lover agree, the Perſon muſt 
| love in the Manner Urania directs.— If ſhe will oblige 
us ſo far as to read the Copy of that Letter ſhe writ to 
De on that Subject, you will be convinc'd that Lowe 
may be a Companion for the moſt exalted Virtue. In- 
/ deed, anſwer'd that Lady, you are going to expoſe 
mee to a ſevere Criticiſm ; and I have good Reaſon to 


| 


1 


him in the fame Rank with common Men. This, add- 


fear 
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fear that what your Friendſhip alledges in my Favour, 
will rather turn to my Confuſion than the contrary. I 
have heard much Talk of that Letter, ſaid Camilla, 
and, according to all Appearances, it is well worthy 
our Attention. For my part, added Orophanes, I was 
preſent at the Converſation which occaſion'd it, and 
ſhall hear it read with a vaſt deal of Satisfaction. I am 
entirely ignorant of it, faid Thelamont, and am very 
much touch'd at the Unconcern of Urania, which has 
hitherto prevented her from letting me know her 
Thoughts on a Paſſion which ſhe ſo well knows how to 
inſpire. You were abſent, replied ſhe, ſmiling, and I 
had ſo many things to ſay to you at your Return, that 
I could not find in my Heart to interrupt them for a 
Matter of ſo little Conſequence. Vou have obligingly 
excus'd yourſelf, ſaid F/orinde, but you ſhall ſubmit 
to the Law; and ſince the Sun gives us leave to enjoy 
the Pleaſure of your Gardens, my Opinion is, that we 
go to the Banks of that beautiful Nver, the Proſpect 
of which is ſo enchanting toe my Eyes, that its refreſh- 
ing Coolneſs, join'd to Uraria's Diſcourſe, make 
our Pleaſure compleat. SHEEN 
All the Company approv'd of Florinda's Advice 3 
they repair'd/to the Water-ſide, where Urania having 
cauſed Seats to be brought, every body placed rthem- 
ſelves, and by the Silence they kept, ſhew'd the Deſire 
they had to hear her; when ſhe began thus: Before I 
read the Letter, ſaid ſhe, which we have. been talking 
about, I ought to let you know that Felicia and my- 
{elf were invited to ſpend a- Fortnight at Beliſa's: As 
ſhe is a Perſon extremely worthy our Eſteem, the Par- 
ty was very agreeable tous. We went, but at our Ar- 
rival were inform'd,” an Affair of the higheſt Impogt- 
abee had call'd her ſuddenly into the Country; but that 
ſhe had defir'd we would not deprive Julia, het Niece, 
of our Company, fince#ſhe had left her on purpoſe to 
receive us. Julia is one of the moſt engaging young 
Ladies on Earth, and has a very fine Underſtanding ; 
ſo that we made no Difficulty of complying with Bei 
ſu's Requeſt, having Friendſhip enough for Julia to 
>” A 5 * 
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wou'd haze been; this is enough for me to gain the Vie- 
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dave taken that Journey on her Account only. She 


- filed not to welcome us with all her Charms, and as 


he is not only generally admir'd, but has alſo an ex- 
cellent Tuſte in her Converſation, we found good Com- 
pany of both Sexes with her: The next Day it was in- 
ereas d by the coming of Damon and Orophanes : (I be- 
heve you know Demon, and that his Character has not 
eſcaped you.) No, doubtleſs, anſwer d Camilla, he 
is one of thoſe who deceive us: He talks as if he had 
Wit, and really has it on ſome particular Subjects; but 
when we enter into him, we immediately find we have 
deen ia an Error, and that it is to his Opinion being 
always contrary to that of other People, and to the vio- 
tent Manner in which he enforces his Arguments, that 
de owes the Attention which is ſometimes given him. 
This Damon, reſumed Urania, as you deſcribe him, 
was the Oecaſion of a very warm Debate among us; 
of which fome of the Company. having inform'd Be/i/a, 
ſhe ſent me Word, that to make her ſome Amends for 
her not being able to partake in our Amuſements, I 
muſt write her Word for Word the Diſpute I had with 
Damen: On the other hand, being ſollicited by Oro- 
arcs and Felicia, Who were afraid, as they ſaid, of 
orgetting the greateſt Part of what I had urg'd, I found 
myiclt obliged to make a fort of a Work of a Diſcourſe 
that T had thought little worthy of their Remembrance. 
This is it, added ſhe, and I wiſh the Tediouſneſs of it 
may not make you repent of your Curioſity. 8 


© Letter by way of Diſſertation on Love. 
nnr. * 
7 OU. will oblige me, engaging Beliſa, 1 put down 
in writing what I ſaid the other Day at your 
Houſe in the Behalf of Love: Your extraordinary Virtue 
gives great Weight to the Argument I have preſumed to 
maintain, . am ſure you'll own you ſhould have 
d with greater Tenderne/s than any one, could you 
have found an Otje worthy of an Affection ſuch as yours 
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tory over ny Adverſary. I maintain then, with m 
Authority thau ever, that the Poets have deſcribed Love 
as a God, an purpoſe to give us an Idea of his Purity: A 
allow indeed, that it betokens an abſolute Power, but £ 
cannot agree that the Dominion of that God 43 capable of 
perwerting Virtue into Vice, fince I place the Merit of 
Lowe in the very contrary to ſuch a Metamorphoſis, —» 
According to my Notions of that Paſſion, it is more apt to 
refine our Morals than corrupt them ; this is æubat I 
ſhall demonſtrate to you, in the Sequel of that Cantrover/y 
| you command me to relate. Orophanes having begun @ 
Diſcourſe on the Corruption of the Age, andthe little. 
Care thoſe Perſons, whoſe Buſineſs it is, take to reform 
it ; Damon, as much a Brute in his Inclinations as Un- 
derflending, preſently accuſed Lowe gs the ſole Cauſe of. 
the waricus Irregularities common among Mankind : That. 
Paſficn, ſaid be, difirays Converſation, 3s the Bane af. 
all Society, poiſons the Scul, and quite debilitates the n. 
bler Faculties; when once a Heart is poſſeſs d of it, an 
does nothing but with Deſign, one makes no ſcruple of 
wiolating all the Ties of Afnity and Nature, deſpiſes all. 
Laws both Human and Divine, and I compare «a Man 
in Love to a Reaft, bath ſtupid and voracious. O ar- 
rid! cried I, unable to contain myſelf, wohat a Monſter. 
do you make of the tendereft and nobleft of all the Paſſions *. 
Are aue to impute the Diſorders of a wicious Appetite 9 
Love * All Men are born to be uobat thiy are u 
very Day ſee that the ſevereft Education, and me wire" 
tuous Examples, cannot reform a Mind propenſe to Il; 


<ve perceive the little Progreſs it makes in Wiſtlom, from". - 1 


its tenderefl Infancy ; and wvhen it comes to be its awih. 
Mafter, by its Actions diſcovers what only the Fear ef 
Negros had made it hide. This is the Ground of Nies, 
and if ſuch a Mind be inflamed with Love, that Pas 
a,’ indeed become the Moxfter which Damon has juff. 
gow deſcribed. I is not. thirefore Love wwhich leads tor 
Vice, but the Soul's firſt Tendency to Vice corrapts the” 
Gueſt it entertcins. On the contrary, a Perſon | born: 
with a natural Diſpofition to Vittue, will improve hr 
Education and Examples 1 ſubdued by Lowe 

3 it 


A 
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ir but firengthens the Principles he before adhered to.— 
He ferks to pleaſe the darling Object only by Methods 
which _— beaches him. Love trufts him wvith his 
Torch only to enlighten and make more conſpicuous the 
Nebleneſs of his Genius: Diſſimulation, Self- Intereft, and 

, are unknown to him.-— A noble Lowe, continued 
F, 1s fo far from deftroying Society, that it renders Con- 


 erſation more agreeable, it favertens the rougbeſl Tem- 


fer, endi, s the dulieſt Mind, and finds Ways to ſoften \ 


rhe moſt ſavage Soul : Without Lowe the World bad ftill 
remain'd in Chaos; 'twas Lowe alcne rais'd it from 
thence, and it is Love alone prefirves it from returning 


to it again. Hao then fon a Paſſien ſo necefſary to the 


Canfiftency of the whole Univerſe, be accuſed of the Di/- 
orders of the Manner. Damon without doubt confounds 
Zaft with Love ; the firft leads Min into the moſt enor- 
one Crimes, the other frequently brings em out. How 
en have due feen Men, whom Time, Opportunity, and 
all: Company have drawn into the moſt pernicious Plea- 
ures, and who, abandoning themſelves to the Fury they 
are poſſeſſed with, fly from Objects to Oljecti without 
Choice or Refleftion, on a ſudden quit all this for Love ! 
Ado more Vices, all would vaniſh at Sight of 
that: Charmer, which Wiſdom throws in their Way as 
& Bank neceſſary to oppoſe the Impetuofity of their Liber- 


" tine Tempers.---T hey look back on their paſt Condudt with 


Shame, and the noble Ambition of rendering themſelves 
worthy 1 avhat they love, gives them at the ſame time 
wrying in Oblivion the Debaucheries in which 
they hawe been plung 4; this is the Power of true Love : 
ML that i fubſervient to the Government of the Senſes 
In not. Love, but Luſt—tbe Immortal Being hos done no- 
thing for us. but thro' Love! Friendſbip, which unites 


„ is Love: I changes its Name by the 


Difference of Sexes ; but then, as I have ſaid before, it 
muſt not be the Senſes which dire Love, but Love the 
Senſes.—When I ſpeak of Men, I mean Mankind in ge- 
neral.;./o that the weak and timorous Sex is compre- 
bended in my. Diſcourſe, and will add another Argument 


to thoſe I baus already ventured to urge, by their being. 


ob/lig 4 


1 


- 
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oblig'd conflantly to ſtudy the Laws of Virtue." Let @4 ' 
young Virgin, brought up in Innocence, be ever /o much 
charm'd with the Merit of the Man Heaven has d- 
Ag d her, you'll ſee her reſiſ her Paſſion as ftrenuouſly 
as poſſible ; but Fear and Baſhfulneſi are the only Mo- 
tives of ſuch a Combat.—She is ignorant of what Sin 
is, therefore her Heart cannot revolt againſt that which 
ſhe knows nothing 75 ſve withſlands the Progreſs of her 
Paſſion only thro'\' a Prejudtice of Education, which is 
called Modeſty—but let her. hr once united to bim in a 
lawful Manner, her Paſſion throws off alt Diſguiſe, e 
oa ſhe loves, owns it «without bluſhing, avows ber 
Flame, nay, glories in the Confeſſion. Can ſuch an A- 
teration happen in Vice ? does any one boaſt of a Crime 
they hawe been guilty of no ſure : Yet this Woman, bred 

i in the firifteft Virtue, can ſay, I love the Man who 
i become my Huſband. Therefore Love in itſelf is vir- 
twous ; for if it were a Crime, *twwould be fo aluvays, nor 
con d a Ceremony only inflituted to riſtrain Mankind take 
off of its Deformity.—If our Intemperance disfigures the 
native Innocence of the God, bis our Fault, not his; the 
Doctrine corrupts not the Diſciple, but the Manners of 

the Diſciple often frames the Doctrine: Heawen is not 
to be blamed for our Sint, neither is Love for our Extra-' 
vagancies—rt has made Heroes of thoſe who before wire 
Tyrants ; and of all the Paſſions tis the only one «chich- 
is compatible with Wiſdem ; the Heart is made to be en- © 
974 but then it ought to be with the Love I have 
deſcribing ; that which Damon has been ſpeaking. 
of, being only the Irregularity of Nature, <ubich by/the 
Aftflance'ef* Reaſon may be owerceme. Thiis, wiſe Felida, 
IT finiſh'd my Diſcourſe, the Length of wwhith I was ts 
raid had tir'd the Company ; but Orophanes, whoſe” 
Morals render him well worthy the Eftcem'you have for 
him, flatter'd me agreeably, by aſſuring me in the Name 
of the Company, that they were all, except Damon, of 
my Opinion. Charming Julia, by a Prejudice of Educa-" 
tion, did not dare to applaud me openly for bv a] - 

Jo much in the Praiſe of Love ; but one of ber intelligi-' 

ble Looks, which. ſhe ſo well knows how to dart, c. 
, duc 
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vnc i me of ber Apprebation. Damon alone continued 
in bis Error, and let me know, that be look'd on me as 
a Perſon whoſe Commerce was dangerous: He auent away 
with a Diſſatifuction which for ſome time diverted us ; 


after which aus made ſome farther Reflefions on what 
I had been talking abeut, and then parted very much re- 


grettiag your Abſence. Julia undertook to awrite you our 
Converſation, and as I did not expe you would have 
defired to have known it from me, took no further Care 


than to aſſure you, that no body has more Impatience to 


fee you, than 


Tour moſt faithful 


URANIA had ſcarce done reading, before the whole 


Company ſeem'd to endeavour to outvie each other 


which ſhould give her the greateſt Applauſe. But Th e - 


lamomt looking on her with Eyes in which was writ his 
Paſſion, Indeed, ſaid he to her, you muſt own you 
have been to blame in having ſo long depriv'd me of 
the Pleaſure which I have now ſhar'd with the Compa- 
ny ; but however diſobliging your Diſcretion has been 
to 3 L can't help ſaying, that I think Damon very 
the Occaſion of ſo polite a Work. 'That's 

true, ald Flori nada, and it muſt have been only a Man 
ſo tenacious of his own Opinion as he is, who could 
have denied aſſenting to Arguments ſo convincing, As 
for me, added Camilla, they have had ſuch an Effect 

Heart, that I know not by what Meaſures to 
defends it, if I were addreſs'd to in the Manner Urania 


has expreſsd. You very well deſerve it, reply d Heli- 
ci, but it muſt be own d there are but few Paſhons ſuch 


as thoſe ſhe has deſcribed, and that Urania has ſnewd 
her Wit at the Ex of Probability. I won't allow . 


that, beautiful Felicia, ſaid Orophanes, but will main- 

tain, even. againſt you, that there are ſtill Men capa- 
ble of a virtuous Paſſion. Doubtleſs, cry'd Thelamont,, 
2 little warmly, and I can't think Urania began this, 


7 


URANIA. 


Diſpute without believing that r. 


-# 


* 
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ſhes would with em to be. I do not deny it, anſwer'd 
ſhe, and at the ſame time a roſy Bluſh ſpread itſelf all 
o'er her lovely Face, and I confeſs that my own Paſſion 
made me imagine I had really found one capable of re- 
turning it in the ſame Manner. Thelamont had all the 
Senſe he ought to have of ſo obliging a Diſcourſe ; and 
had it not been for the Preſence of their Friends, would 
have thrown himſelf at her Feetto have thanked her for 
the Juſtice ſhe had done him. Felicia, perceiving be 
had a Deſire to ſpeak to her without being heard, pro- 
pos'd walking, to give him an Opportunity of pouring 
forth ſome part of thofe tender Tranſports which it 
is not poſſible always for a Lover to reſtrain without 
Pain. Come, faid ſhe, we muſt not hinder Thela- 
mont from giving his Opinion of Urania's Work. —At 
theſe Words they all roſe, and the o'erjoy'd The/amont 
took his adorable Urania by the Hand, which gave the 


equally enamour'd Orophanes an Opportunity of doing 
the ſame to Felicia, While . and hy fol- 


loyd Armin Arm. Thus, without ſeparating, every 
body found themſelves according to their Inclinations. 


I am the happieſt of Men, ſaid The/ament to Urania, 
as he led her, if what you have been ſaying has any 
relation to-me.—My Deſtiny is moſt glorious if I may 
fatter myſelf that you know me well enough to beBeve 
that you have inſpired me with all the Sentiments which 
you wou'd wiſh the Man to have, whodeclares himſelf 
your Lover. I aſſure you, reply'd' Urania, that in 
drawing the Picture of a pure and perfect Paſſion, I 
had you alone uf view—the Footing we re upon, leaves 
no room to diſſemble my Inclinations, my whole Hap- 
12 in the Delicacy of yours, and 1 

ow'd them this Acknowledgment of telling you, 1 
know the Value of a Heart, of which I flatter myſelf I 
am the Miſtreſs —You ſee, T, hbelamont, continued ſhe, 
more gravely than before, 1 ſpeak to you with the Con- 
ſidence of u Woman who has given her Promiſe; but! 
conjure ou to remember that the Ceremony is ſtill 
wanting, Which muſt authorize my Vows; therefore 
deſite ou will defer till then the Anſwer which I per- 
IND 15"; | ; ccrive 
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ceive you are about to make me. No, Madam! cry'd 
Thelament, to how immenſe a Height ſoever you carry 
my Happineſs, the Raptures you inſpire ſhall never ex- 
ceed the Bounds of that reſpectful Awe which the Pu- 
rity of my on Paſſion, and your Virtue, impoſes on 
me. — But, divine Urania, added he, after a little Pauſe, 
do not, till the ſolemnizing of that Ceremony you make 
me hope, deprive me of entertaining you with the 
Sentiments of that Heart which you are io good to own 
you have ſubdued. I give you leave, ſaid ſhe, when 
any Occaſion offers, without Offence to what we owe 
the Company; and tis even now time to make the Con- 
verſation general.— I hear a Diſpute between Felicia 
and Oropbaues, which makes me believe they want us. 
». Thelamont ſigh'd at the Sentence, which put an End 
to his Happineſs for that time, but always reſign'd to 
her Commanils, they join'd Florinda and Camilla, who 
were already: with Frlicia. As ſoon as that beautiful 
Perſon faw Urania approach, Come, I beg you, ſaid 
2 her, and be Judge of a Diſpute I have had with 
rophanes; he complains of my Indifference, and 
threatens to try if Abſence won't make me more ſenſible: 
I maintain that'that is the moft improper Method he 
can take, and that if his Preſcnee gan gain nothing on 
me, Abſence will make me forget him entirely. On the 
contrary; eryd Orephanes, you'll then think of the 
Faichfulneſs with which I have ferv'd you, that Remem- 
brance will bring Regret, Regret muit infallibly occa- 
ſion Senſibilit you ll recall me, and then Iſhall be the 
happieit of Mankind.” You ſuppoſe then, faid Urania, 
ſmiling, chat you ſhould be regretted? My very great 
Paſhon, anſwer d he, and infinite Reſpect, aſſure me that 
Felicia finding none of her Slaves more tender, or 
more ſubmiſſive, will be oblig'd to do me Juſtice. Truly, 
ſaid Thelamdnt, were I not perſuaded that you ſeek ra- 
ther to ſhe your Wit than make known your real Sen- 
timents,. I ſhould prodigiouſly condemn you for having 
ſuch. - Can a Man, poſſeſs'd with a ſincere Affection, 
think of leaving the Perſon he loves? Will he hazard a 
realBlefling for an imaginary one? In ſhort, tis an Ex- 
$1199 | periment. 
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periment a faithful Lover can never make, nor indeed 
ought to attempt, ſince it argues either but a ſmall Share 
of Paſſion, or a very great one of Preſumption- 

As he ended theſe Words, they found themſelves 
over againſt the Houſe: As they were a going in, aChaiſe 
and fix, attended by two Men on Horſeback, came 
galloping after them into the Court-Yard Urania 
turning back to receive em, was agreeably — 
to ſee that Beliſa and Julia, of whom they had been 
talking, alight from the Chaiſe ; but two Cavaliers, 
who immediately diſmounted to lend the Ladies their 
Hands, rais'd the Wonder of not only Urania, but of 
all the Company, no body there knowing em; hut in 
particular the - youngeſt of REAR attracted all their 
Admiration: he was tall, his Shape fine, Land 
eaſy, tho' rather inclining to fat than lean; his Eyes the 
lovelieſt blue thawever was ſeen, bright, et but 
ſoftned with a Languiſhment not to be deſcrib'd, not 
to be reſiſted ; his Noſe rtion'd to his other Fea- 
tures; a Mouth on which a thouſand little Loves fat 
ſportive, and ſeem'd to wanton in his Smiles; beſides 
all this, he had a certain Air of Grandeur, which ſpoke 
him of ſuperior Extraction, and of a Mind yet more 
exalted. He led Beliſa; Urania ran to embrace 
her, who after ſhe had return'd thoſe Marks of Kind- 
neſs from her, and ſaluted the reſt of the Company, You 
are without doubt ſurpriz'd, dear Urania, faid ſhe, 
to ſee me take the Liberty of bringing to your Houſe 
Perſons utterly unknown to you; but my 64119 
will ſuffer me to conceal nothing from you. 
come to communicate to you both my Griefs and Joys: 

— As theſe Gentlemen are the principal Occa: 
ſions of both the Paſſions I have mention'd, I thought 
their Preſence neceſſary to what I had to ſay to you; 
"Tis adding very obligingly to my Satisfaction, ſaid 
Urania, to give me this Mark of your Confidence, and - 
were T leſs inclinable than I am to receive any thing 
that you have a Concern in, the Air and Appearance 
of the Perſons who accompany you, are ſufficient to 


gain the Eſteem of eve k | n 
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-. BELIS A then turning to the Cavalier who ded 
her, Behold, ſaid ſhe, that Thelamant and Urania you 
have had ſo great an Inclination to be acquainted with, 
and the Character of whoſe Merits has made ſo great 
an Impreſhon on you! I have not miſtook them, Ma- 
dam, anſwer d the charming Stranger, advaneing to- 
wards Urania, the Impreſſion you ſpeak of, pointed 
them out to me. Then addreſſing himſelf in the moſt 
graceful manner to The/amont, whole. Arms were 
already open to receive him, ſaid things to both, which 
were their Due from every body, but which they fel- 2 


dom teceiv d in that agreeable Faſhion as he knew how 


10 pay.——-—The noble Pair return'd his Comph- 
ments with their uſual Wit and Viyacity, and the Com- 
pany being join d, Beliſa and Julia receiv'd the Careſ- 
ies of Felicia, Camilla, and Flarinda. Orophancs, 
who had been long acquainted with Be/i/a, was pre» 
ſented by har to the two Strangers, who neither of em 
forfeited: that good Opinion of their Underftandings 
which their Phyſi ies at firſt Sight had gain d en. 
He which ſeemꝰ d the eldeſt of the two, notwithſtanding 
an Air of deep Melancholy, ſhew'd ſo much Gracefu 
ness in all his Words and Actions, which, join'd to a 
Form perſectly compleat and lovely, render'd it im- 
2 for him to be {cen without being admir d. © 
the Younger, whom Be/z/a call'd by the Name 

Orfames, there was a certain Conformity in his Mi 
to that of 7he/amont, a Greatneſs of Soul and Sentiment, 
their Hearts united themſelyes as tho' they had a long 
time been acquainted, and it may be ſaid, that Sym- 
pathy cut of the Time neceſſary to know each other 


perfectly. 
I x not being near Supper - time, Urania led the Com - 
pany to a Terraſs which commanded the River, and 
which there was a, moſt delicious Proſpect; it 
was ſurrounded with a great Number of graſſy Seats, 
near enough each other to afford thoſe who 


ſat on em an Opportunity of Converſation. Aſter 


the Compliments uſual on theſe Occaſions ; I don't ſee 
any body here, ſaid Beliſa, that will be an Interruption 


to 
\ 


true, that I muſt intreat you ill e 
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to my informing Urania of ſome Adventures, in which 
J am ſure ſhe'll take a Part; therefore, ſince we have 
Time, I think 1 had beſt employ it in acquainting her 
with what brought me here, independently from the 
Heſire of ſeeing her. You will pradigiouſly oblige 
me, anſwered Urania, and I fancy that I ſee a certain 
Air of Languiſhment in the Eyes' of the agreeable 
Julia, that redoubles my Curioſity, and makes me 
believe ſhe has great Intereſt in what you are about to 
tell u. -b EH! 13 
Yovr Penetration, dear Crama, ſaid Julia bluſh- 
ing, is ſeldom at a Loſs, and you have now gueſt d ſo 


. Bei to 
it me to viſit the Beauties of this Place during her 
iſcourſe. With all my Heart, cry'd Beiiſa — 
and tho” we ſhall be forry for your Abſence, - yet we 
muſt diſpenſe with your hearing owe Hiſtory, At 
theſe Words Julia got up, and lean . 
the eldeſt of the Gentlemen, ſhe retir d, faluting 
Company with a moſt becoming Gracefulnefi—-The 
other Stranger followed her a few Steps, and whiſper's 
her; ſhe ſeem'd to anſwer him with Tenderneſs, after 


which he return'd to his Seat, his Preſence being ne+ 


ceſſary to make himſelf known to the Company; and 


Beliſa perceiving they attended for what ſhe was to ſay, | 


addreſlmg herſelf to Urania, began thus. 


The Hiſtory of Belisa, Ons Aus, and 
OU know, dear Lrania, faid ſhe, that my Fa- 

| mily has been of a diſtinguiſh'd Rank, and that 
a great many conſiderable Places, as it were hereditary 
in our Houſe, have render'd it illuſtrious; Tho! you 
are perfectly well acquainted with me, yet Lam oblig'd 
by to 


* 


— 


to remind you of theſe things, that you may the better 
enter into what I am about telling you. | My Father, 
who had heap'd up great Riches, as well by his Em- 
1 as byſeveral ſucceſsful Voyages, which Ships 
his had made to the Juden, by a Wife, Who was a 
= uy” 0 ear Match, left anly one Son and my- 
ſelf. My Mother dying before him, he brought me up 
ma Nunnery, and a particular Care in the Edaca- 
tion of my Brother Melon: who, When he became 2 
Man, was in general Eſteem —My Father dying, he 
was left Maſter of himſelf and an immenſe Fortune, 
and had fo a Tenderneſs for me, that he thought 
of =othing but t making me a Partaker in the Enjoy- 
ment of it. He took me home, and ufing me with a 
Care, mix'd with a brotherly Affection, I 
iv'd inallthe H: ineſs of r but Love ſoon 
. to raffle this Calm of Life, and by its mo- 
entary Sweets beguil d me into the fatal Labyrinth of 
— laſting Perplexities. My Brother had a Friend 
call'd Pbilintus, who had one of the moſt conſiderable 
— nor in the Naval Forces; he was advanc'd 
by his Courage at an Age when others only begin to 
ew it. This Pbilintut had a Siſter as dear to him 
In to Dorantes. She was a Widow of about 
Lear of Age, and had a Son two Years old, 
which ſhe was ſo rn * — whole 
Care was in the bringing him up; altogether re- 
tir d, receiving no V iſits, and ſcarce 8 by any body 
but her Brother and her own Domeſtics, So melan- 
choly a Life, (to diſſuade her from which, ſeveral At- 
tempts had been made, tho! in vain) was a ſenſible Af- 
Kliction to PBH : He was gay, gallant and a 
Courtier himſelf,” and could not bear his darling Her 
ſnould deny herſelf thoſe Pleaſures he had ſo preat a 
Reliſh of Kmſelf ——Reſolving, therefore, to make one 
laſt Effort to draw her from a Solitude, which 
would have been ſo irkſome, and pted, 2 
by Sentiments which he did not think proper at that 
time to declare; he requeſted, that Dorantes and I . 
would make her a Viſit in this Retirement the bad 
or” , choſen. 
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choſen, As much a Lover of it as ſhe was, he ſaid, he 
was very ſyre ſhe would receive us with that Civility 
the Rank we held in the World, and in his Eſteem, de- 
ſerv'd; and it may be, added he, the Converſation of 
the charming Beliſa may induce her to come into the 
World again, if it were only to reap the Advantages 
an Intimacy with her cannot but afford. . 
My Brother conſented with Pleaſure, and my Com- 
plaiſance for him made me find no Difficulty in it. Hi- 
therto I had not perceiv'd that Ph;/intus had any other 
Sentiments for me than thofe of Friendſhip, the very 
cat one he had for my Brother authorizing the Re- 
ſpecd he paid me; and as nothing in the World could 
be more amiable than Philintus, I had a moſt tender 
Eſteem for him, without believing that my Heart would 
go further. We were in this Situation of Mind, when 
we ſet out to viſit Arſſne, which was the Name of. 
Philintus's Siſter. During the Journey, my Brother 
defir'd kim to give us a Deſcription-of her, but could 
get nothing out of him but theſe Words: You fall ſee, 
and you ſhall judge. The Silence he obſerv'd wheneyer 
(on Purpaſe to draw ſomething from him) we told him 
we doubted not but ſhe was handſome, and the yolun- 
tary Retirement ſhe had made from' the World; gave 
us an Opinion ſhe was deform'd'; and that, conſcious 
of her Imperfe&ons, it was her Prudence which made 
her avoid appearing in a Town ſtor'd with Beauties. 
Prejudic'd with this Idea, we deſiſted aſking any 
farther Queſtions, p Me moth rf 
As he had given notice that he would bring Com- 
pany with him, we found, at our Arrival, every thi 
in Order for our Reception. The Pleaſantneſs — 
Magnificence of the Place merits the moſt el De- 
ſcription; hut I ſhall content myſelf with telling you, 
tis one of the moſt delightful and noble Seats in the 
whole Kingdom, and that ſo many Beauties ſtruck our 
Eyes, that Dorantes and I, in ſecret, figh'd that it was 
not inhabited by an agreeable Perſon: But how great 
was our Surprize, When we ſaw Ar/e/ne, who waited 
for us in the midſt of her Women, on a ſtately Terms 
. - | W 
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which muſt be paſsd before you go to her Apartment! 
Io form any Idea of what ſhe was, one muſt 
imagine all that can he conceived of Perfection the 
moſt blooming h, the moſt delicate Complection, 
Eyes that had in them all the Fire of Vit, and Tender- 
of Leue, à Shape caſy, and fine 1 
Limbs; and to all this, a thouſand unutterable Graces 
accompanying every Air and little Motion.— Whether 
it Was the Idea which we had form'd to ourſelves of 
her, which contributed to our Admiration, or whether 
it was only the natural Effect of the Charms of this 
beautiful Widow, but both of us were ſeiz d with an 
Aſtoniſnment which render d it impoſſible for ſome 
Moments, for us to pay thoſe Civilities which were her 
Due: Phils, who heedfully obſerv'd our Looks, 
faw the Oonfuſion we were in with a ſecret Satisfac- 
gion; but dilembling his Thoughts at that Time, he 
-took' me by the Hand, and preſented me to his Siſter, 
who, by the Reception ſhe gave us, diſcovered ſhe had 
as great a Share of Wit as Beauty. Dorantes was 
ſo charm'd and "tranſported with every thing he ſaw, 
that he had not Words to himſelf; and never 
did I ee Him at ſo great a Loſs before. In fine, he 
fell paſſionately in Love, and, wholly unable to conceal 
it, he ſpokes to me of it the third Day after our Arri- 
vat in that agreeable Place, and deſir d me to hint it to 
Philintns; his Paſſion having alſo inſpir'd him with a 
Timorouſneſs which render*d-him incapable of being 
his own Advocate. Dorantes was too dear to me, 
and Are too charming, for me to refuſe ſuch a 
— undertook the Buſineſs, and accord - 
y entertained Philintus with the Diſcovery of his 
Sentiments the firſt rtunity, which was not bard 
for me to find, he ys ſeeming pleas'd when any 
offer d to talk with me alone.——He received what 
I had to ſay to him with an Extaey which gave me 
ſome Surprize, knowing the Diſintereſtedneſs of his 
Soul, and that it could not be for any Advantages he 
could” expect in that Alliance, Arſeſne having a For. 
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as great a Match.—He aſſur d me, that if my Bro- 
ther really deſir'd it, 4-/e/ne ſhould conſent to be his, 
Wife—that he would anſwer all the Seruples her Re- 
ſerve ſhould make, and that there was but one Obſtacle, 
and that depended wholly on Dorantes himſelf to re- 
move. I prefs'd him with all imaginable Earneſtneſs 
to let me know what it was; but he excuſed himſelf, 
faying it was not a thing proper to be reveal'd to any 
but himſelf. This Anſwer prodigiouſſy ſfurpriz'd me, 


bat Iforbore to aſk him farther , and left him at Li- 


berty to go in ſearch of Derantes ; a few Moments 
after, I ſaw 'em walking together in the Garden, but 
would not interrupt them, and retir'd tomy A ” 
waiting the Iflue of their Converſation, which I doubted 
not but I ſhould be inform'd of by my Brother. Ac- 
cording to my Belief, as ſoon as he had parted from 
Philintus, he came directly to me, and ſeating him 
felf by me; I owe every thing to you, my dear Beli/e, 
faid he, finiſh what you have begun, and make me the 
happieſt of Men, by giving your Hand to Philiatus, 
who adores you, I own to you, dear Urania, that 


theſe Words open'd my Eyes; at once I found the 
Cauſe of Philintius's Aſſiduity, and of my Eſteem for 
him: But hiding from Dorantes this Secret of my 
Soul, I . receive Philiutus as a 


Lover appear as an Act of Friendſhip and Obedience 
to him. As I had done fpeaking, - Philintus came into 
the Chamber with 4-/c/nze, whom he preſented to me 
as a Siſter, Who would not be repugnant to his Deſires. 
f revoke the Promife which I have juſt now given, 
faid ſhe, embracing me, if the charming Beti/a is 
averſe to make my r happy. That of Deranter, 
anſwer d I, is too dear to me to retard it; therefore, 
lovely Arſeſne, I aſſure Philintns before you, that I 
accept the Heart he offers me. Philintus reply d to 
what I faid in Terms to make me believe the Silence 
he had hitherto kept had only made his Love more 
violent. Dorantes gave a thouſand Thanks to his 
dear Apſaſne, for ſo carly Acknowledgment of her 
Eſteem of him; and this double Union being thus con- 
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cluded on, our n thought of nothing but ac- 
compliſhing it, and thought it proper to return to 
T wh both of them ag ie Minde be ſolemniz d 
in public. 

ARSESNE gave Orders about her little Son 
with all imaginable 'Tenderneſs, whom ſhe lov'd with a 
Fondneſs exceeding that which is ordinarily to be found 
in Mothers; and I believe would never have conſented 
toa ſecond Engagement, if ſhe had not been prevail'd 
upon by ſome conſiderable Advantages, which Do- 
rantes offer d to yield to him. 

Arx things being ready for our Departure, we were 
ſenſibly affected at the extreme Sorrow of Ar/e/ne, in 
parting # from the young Or/ames, for ſo the lovely 

call'd; a thouſand Times we ſnatch'd him 
from her Arms, rer 
yo of Tears accompanied the tender Things 
| faid to him, and her Grief ſeem d to riſe to ſuch a 

Height, that Dorantes and all of us begg d her to take 
him with, her. But her Reaſon getting at length the 
better of her Fondneſs, ſhe fink 9 ot conſent, File | 
the Change of Air might do him a Prejudice, which 


her Kiſſes and Embraces.£ould not repair. The Wo- 
men, Who had the Care of him, firenuouſly oppos'd 


his being remov'd on this Score; ſo that ſummoning 
all her Reſolution, ſhe threw herſelf into the Coach, 
and made a Sign he ſhould be taken from her Sight. $ 
We followed her immediately, and ſet out melancholy 
enough tor Perſons who thought they had ſuch Reaſon | 
to be contented. But it ſeem'd as if that Sadneſs Which 
; pn 'd us all, and which at firſt was only occaſion d 
the Sight of Ar/eſne, was a Prediction of thoſe Miſ- 
. hich we were too ſoon to fall into. 
ARSESNE appear d more chearful as ſhe ap 1 
ed the Town; ſhe ſaid a thouſand obliging T to | 
Dorantes and me; and I was ſo extremely x pe ule Sith 
her, that I thought myſelf no leſs happy in being ally'd 
to her, than my Brother did in hecoming her Huſ- 
band. Philintus having no Houle in Town, his Siſter 
| r on to make ours her Home, blog ty 
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Ceremony of Marriage ſhould give her the Title of 
Miſtreſs of it—and the intended Bridegroom being im- 
patient for the compleating their Withes, every thing . 
was preparing for the Celebration of both Nuptials 
with all the Expedition imaginable. 

Ar length the Eve to this great Day arriv'd, but it 
came only to overwhelm us with a mortal Affliction: 
| Ar/cſne was on a ſudden ſeiz d with ſo violent a Difor- 
der, that ſhe was oblig'd to take her Bed. You may 
be ſure there was no Aſſiſtance wanting; but, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Care that could be taken, her Diſtem- 
* becamę mortal in leſs than twelve Hours: She her- 

elf was the firſt who perceiv'd it, and cauſing Doran- 


i and Philintus to draw near the Bed, where I before 


as ſitting, holding her in my Arms; I ſee, ſaid ſhe, 

that Heaven will not ſuffer me to enjoy the Happineſs 
== you are preparing for me. I aſſure you, added ſhe, 

taking his Hand, I ſhould have laid myſelf under an 
agreeable Law of contributing every thing m my Power 
to your Felicity ; but ſince that cannot be, transfer to 
my dear Child the Tenderneſs you have for me, and 
+ give me the Satisfaction of believing, that in lofing a 

other, he ſhall gain a Father I alſo 

that my Death 7 not retard the Marriage of Beli/a 
and Philintus. In ſpeaking this, ſhe embraced'me ten- 
derly, and making her Brother approach ftill nearer to 
her, ſhe took our Hands, and join'd them: Remem- 
ber, reſum'd ſhe, a Siſter, who dying loves you with 
an Ardour beyond what is ordinarily found among Re- 
lations, Philiatus and myſelf were almoſt drown d in 
Tears, but the Condition of Derantes was terrible; I 
thought ſeveral times he would have expir'd before 
her: He continu'd on his Knees at the Bed-fide, hold- 
ing.one of her Hands, without being able to ſpeak one 
Word ; but the Deſpair which appear'd is kis Face, 
gave me juſt Cauſe to fear the Effects. That amiable 
Lady finding herſelf at the Point of Death, and trou- 
bled beyond Meaſure at the Sight of his Grief, looſing 
her Arm from him, threw it round his Neck ; Fare- 
wel, my dear Huſbang, ſaid ſhe, I beg you will re- 

Yor. I. B move 
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; move 9 henco=—your Sorrow ſoftens me too much 4 

' -—remember that my laſt Breath conjures you to live, 43 

for the ſake of him — 4 I prize far above — Y 
She then made a Sign that we ſhould all retire, being 5 " 
deſirous of her” few remaining Moments with 
her Confeſſor, who was all this while waiting in the 
Room, Dorantes was carry'd away in a Swoon— 7 
\Þhilintus follow'd himg endeavouring to mitigate the ' 

"Tranſports of his Grief.—As for me, I know not by * 
what I was. convey'd to my own A ent, 
where ſome time after I found myſelf on d, near 
which Philintus (ate in t Affliction ; ond it was not 

without Difficulty he forced himſelf to tell me, that 
 Ar/ſeſne was juſt expir'd, and that her whole Body was 4 . 
cover d with the Venom of her Diſeaſe, which no Re... 
medies had the Power to throw out. I immediately 8 
thought of my Brother; but he aſſur d me that he was 1 [ 
ſurrounded by ” Friends and Servants, who were uſing all 
the Means they could invent for his Conſolation. 1 7 3 
went to him, and found him in a Condition the moſt 
deplorable that Grief has Power to reduce one to 
and it was near a Month before we could obſerve the 3 
leaſt Abatement of it—and if then, he ſeem'd to have 
_ thrown off ſome Part of the Violence of that Po 
with which at firſt he was ſo fiercely agitated ; it was 
_ only that he might enable himſelf to execute the Com- 
mands of that lovely Perſon whoſe Loſs had N | 
it. By her laſt Words, he was made Guardian of her 
Son, and Poſſeſſor of his Eftate till he ſhould come of | 
Age: He therefore ſent down to the Country where | 
the Effects lay, to make her Death and her Will known, | 5 
and to aſſure her Servants that he would take theſame | 
Gare of them as if ſhe were till living. 

PRILINTUS 8 fain have had my Brother 
concluded our Marriage; but he was yet too full of 3 
Affliction to endure the Thoughts of a Solemnity which 
would more remind him of his own irreparable Lok. } 
'That faithful Lover, however, was ſcarce ever from | 
me; and in this time of a more intimate Converſation | 
with hem than I had permitted before, "FR NZ 


of 


. 
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of making him my Huſband ; 1 diſcover'd a thouſand 
Virtues, a thouſand Beauties, which till then had 
paſs; unheeded by me: Our mutual Tenderneſs at 
length arriv'd to that Degree of PerfeQtion which makes 


Love immortal. 


Ir was near three Months after the Death of Arſeſuc, 
that Dorantes, beginning to think there was ſomething 
duc to a living Friend and Siſter, having paid an un- 
common Tribute of Sorrow to the Dead, gratify d the 
X impatient Sollicitations of Philintus with a Promiſe, 
that our Marriage ſhould be celebrated in a few Days. 
But Deſtiny ſeem'd to oppoſe his kind Intentions, and 


8 our Happineſs : He had ſcarce time to thank him. for 
dhe Grant, before he receiv'd an Order from ſuperior 


Powers to embark immediately, the Fleet being ready 
y RE to fail on a ſecret Expedition. Here was no Room for 
— no Poſſibility of gaining Time indge of his 

| pair, and my ungovernable Grief the Dangers 


he was going to be expoſed to, made his Departyre 


moreafflicting ; and never were Farewels accompany d 
with greater Symptoms of Inconſolement on both Sides. 
——<OQmens, alas! too ſure, we ne'er ſhould meet 
again. He had employ'd the little time allow d him 
in aſſigning his whole Eftate to me (his little Nephew 
Or/ames having à great one of his own) which, tho" 
it was a vaſt Addition to my Fortune, was likewiſe ſo 
to my Grief, becauſe it proved the Greatneſs of my 
Lofs in him who had beſtow d it The Town grew 
hateful to me in his Abſence, and I defired leave of 
my Brother to. retire, and paſs ſome time in 4/e/ne's * 
Houſe :-He willingly yielded to it, and recommended 
tigung Maſter of it to my Care. When I 
eme near that fine. Seat, methought it ſeem'd ſtript of 
all thoſe-Charms which had taken my Eyes when firſt 

went; Arſeſne being no more, the very Trees and 
- fine Parterre before the Gate ſeem d to bewail her Loſs, 
and look'd neglected and forlorn. But at my Entrance 


every thing became dreadful, by the Trouble and Con- 


fuſion I found the Family involv'd in; which was oc- 


We <afion'd, as they peeſeatly.nold me,..by; the Flight 
- © 3 
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— Orſames's Governels, who had diſappeared two 3 


ys. | 8 
Tax Hope of her Return, and Fear of my Brqcher': i 
Anger, had hinder'd 'em from acquainting him with 
fo afflicting a Piece of News, contenting themſelves 8 
with making a diligent Search for her over all the 
Country. This Accident renew'd all my Griefs ; but 
thinking it — my Brother ſhould be acquainted 
with it, I diſpatch'd a Meſſenger immediately, to whom 
this was as if £-/e/ze had died a ſecond time. He made 
uſe of all his Intereſt at Court, and the Power his Poſt 
there gave him, and got ſevere Orders, which were 
ſpread through all the Provinces, againſt any Perſon: 
who ſhould conceal O©r/ames or 4rgina (that was the 
Name of his Governeſs) and at the ſame time pro- 
miſing a great Reward to thoſe who ſhould bring any 8 
Information af them; but all Enquiries were in vain, 3 
they were gone paſt Reach, nor could we hear of any 
who had ſeen them. 1 
ABourT fix Months after this Misfortune, my Bro- 
ther.marry'd à young Lady of Quality, called P4ile- 
mena, at firſt induc'd to it more by Ambition than 
Love; but the great Merits he found in her, ſoon 
in'd her his tendereſt Eſteem, and the Complaiſance 
e ſhew'd in talking of 4r/e/re with the higheſt Re- 
- gard, and continually wiſhing her Son might be found, 
that ſhe might be a Mother to him, won him ſo entire- 
ly, that in a little time he had no Thought for any i 
thing but her. She grew big with Child, and ſhe often 
ſaid ſhe wiſh'd it might be a Daughter, who, if Or ſame: 
' was ever found, ſhould be his Wife. She was 
ready to fall in labour, when, to make me the 9 
5 y Woman breathing, News was brought of Phi- 
Jintus's Death, who was one of the firſt Commanders | 
kill'd in the Expedition he went upon. TI fell extreme- - 
ly ill ; ſhe never quitted me Night nor Day, notwith- | 
ſtanding her Condition ; and it was to her Care, Ten- 
derneſs, and the Charms of her Wit, that F was in- 
debted for my Recovery. Dorantes took all the ne- 
_ ceſſary Precantions to make ſure to me the Eftate left 
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me by Philintus. The agreeable Philcmena was ſoon 
after brought to bed of a Daughter, whoſe Merits you 
are not unacquainted with, fince it is no other than 
=X 7:/i4; and tho' Lam her Aunt, think it not a vain- 
glorious Boaſt to ſay, few are more amiable, or have a 
Wit more juſtly deſerving Admiration——Her Birth, 
in ſome meaſure, mitigated the Grief I had been 
IT plung'd in ſince the Death of Philintus. Three 
ears thus paſs'd away, at the End of which Death 
depriv'd us alſo of my Brother; his laſt Requeſt to us 
was, that we would not defiſt from purſuing, with the 

XX utmoſt Vigour, the Diſcovery of Or/ames's Fate; he 
made me, in particular, promiſe to ſpare nothing which 

= might be conducive to that, and, if found, to endea- 
vour to unite him with Julia. 

I Tuts Loſs did not at all leſſen the Friendſhip be- 
X tween Philemena and me, and the little Julia was the 
equal Care of both till nine Years old; at that Age 
=X Phil:mena thought proper to deprive herſelf of the 
Pleaſure of her Company, by putting her into a Nun- 
nery to perfect her in her Education. She con- 
tinu'd there three Years, in which time ſhe improved 
ſo conſiderably in Beauty and Underſtanding, that her 
Mother reſolved to take her home again.—Severzl 
advantageous Matches for her were offer d us; but al- 
ways flattering ourſelves that we ſhould find Or /ames 
again, we would not hearken to any Propoſals : Julia 
herſelf expreſs'd ſo great a Repugnance to being mar- 
ry'd ſo young, that it made us the more reſolute in our 
Refuſals. Our Enquiries after Or/ames were ſtill 
carried on, without being able to learn any thing of 

him or his Governeſs, who we made no doubt was the 
ſole Author of his Loſs, tho' for what Reaſon we could 
[ not poſſibly gueſs We had taken up ſome of her 
Relations, who, notwithſtanding long Impriſonment and 
various Examinations, could give us no Light into any 
thing, we thought ourſelves oblig'd to releaſe. 

In the mean time a Siſter of Or /ame:'s Father, with 
whom I was not in the leaft acquainted, -£-/e/ne her- 
ſelf having no Correſpondence with ber, commenc d 

By a Law- 
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a Law-fuit with me for the Effects of Or/ames and his 
Mother, the Direction of which was left me by my 
Brother in his Will.— This Lady, whoſe Name was 
Armira, pretended that the Death of Or /ames was ſuf- 
ficiently prov'd by the Length of Time he had been 
loſt, and that his Eſtate ought to come to an only Son 
of hers.—The Suit was long and vigorous; I produc'd 
Arſeſne's Will, whereby ſhe made my Brother Guar- 
dian to Or/ames ; and that of Dorantcs, whereby he 
depofited his Wealth into my Hands, Ä forbid 
ding me to part with it till there were certain Proofs of 
his Death : But as I could give none of his being liv- 
ing, nor Armira of his being dead, the Judges order d 
that the Eſtate ſhould continue ten Years longer in my 
Hands; and if in that time Orſames did not appear, I 
ſhould deliver it upto Aimont the Son of Armira, and 
undoubted Heir of Or/ames's Father, if that young 
Gentleman were really not in being. | 

Tuis Decree no ways pleas'd her; and her Rage was 
ſo violent, that ſhe fell mortally ill. Her Son who is 
the other of the Gentlemen who accompany'd me hi- 
ther, and is now with Julia, employ'd all his Care in 
endeavouring to recover her, but to no Purpoſe. Preſs d 

a Remorle of Confcience, one Day, as ſhe believ'd 
herſelf in the Pangs of Death, ſhe confeſs'd to him ſhe 
had been guilty of a Crime, which could only be ex- 
cus d by her too great Affection for him; and then pro- 
ceeded to ſurprize him, with telling, that it was ſhe 
who had ſtolen away Or/ames, favour'd in that Deſign 
by his Governeſs, to whom ſhe had given a conſider - 
able Sum of Money to trade with in the Indies, where 
me had ſent her, and had never heard from her ſince. 
Tuts Diſcourſe made the generous and truly noble 
Soul of Arimont ſhudder with Horror; but ſeeing her 
in a Condition which would not permit him to reproach 
her, he contented himſelf with telling her, be would 
never conſent to enrich himſelf with the Wealth of an- 
other; and that if Orſames was not found, what he 
ſhould enjoy of his own wonld afford him but little 8a 
tisfaction. Totheſe Words he join'd an Intreaty, om 
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the would declare what ſhe had done before me, as Part 
of Reparation for the Injury ſhe had done in commen- 
eing a Suit againſt me, which was every way ſo unjuſt, 
It ws with much ado ſhe was perſwaded to this; 
but the Interceſſions of her beloved Son, join'd to what 
the felt in a late Repentance of her Crime, at laſt 
work'd the deſir d Effect, and Ari mon: 3 
dlſpateh'd a Meſſenger to me with a Letter ; the Wor 
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 MavDan, © 6/38 ; 
B pleafd to ceme to Armira, whots dying ; no Time 


is" to''be Toft © You ought t6 be inform'd from her 
| Month of a Secret; on which depends your Eaſe, and 
the Hondur ' of Lim whoſe bigbeñ Ambition it to merit 


your Efteem. . 
MOT”.  ARIMONT, 


I xscriv'D this Letter, dear Urania, continu'd 
Beli/a, the Day before your Arrival at my Houſe, 
which was the Reaſon T could not enjoy the Satisfac- 
tion of receiving you. I found A4riment's Mother well 
enough in her Senſes to inform me thoroughly of all the 
Particulars of the Crime ſhe had committed to ſettle 
Arimont in the Poſſeſſions of her Couſin. / I caus d her 
Confeſſion to be taken in Form by a Lawyer; and her 
Heart being eas d of ſo heavy a Burden, the died with 
more Tranquility than ſhe had liv'd. 3 
Tux Proceedings of Ari mont, in this Affair, appear d 
to me ſo perfectly generous and diſintereſted, that I 
took an Affection to him as tho' he had been a near 
Relation. I would not take my leave till I had engag'd 
his Promiſe to come and be with me as ſoon as he had 
paid his laſt Reſpects to his Mother's Memory; which 
when he gave me'the Performance of, I preſented him 
to Philemena, who had ſome time before retir d herſelf 
to the Nunnery where Julia was brought up, ing 
truſted her wholly to my Care and Tenderneſs. She 
receiv'd him with the Applauſe which his late Action 
merited, and, as well 1, enter d into a n 


TA of - 1 
with him, which he has not once given us Cauſe.to re- 
pent. Poſſeſs d of Armirs's Conteſlion, the Riefts of 
Orſames remain'd peaceably in my Hands withoutany 
further Trouble. We caus'd Letters to be writ to the 
Indies; there was neither Governor nor Commander 
of any Place that was not j 'd of the Name of 
Or/ames, and Deſcription of his Governeſs. He muſt 
then have been about ſixteen Years old. But all our 
Labours were ineffeftual, we could diſcover nothing: 
till unweary'd with the Search, fix Years ſince have 
ent in the fame Uncertainty, till at laſt Fort 
or rather a peculiar Providence from Heaven, reſtar' 
him to us, when we bad almoſt bid adieu to Hope. 
Bor, continu'd Beliſa, the Night ſeems to be pretty 
far advanc'd, and as my Deſign in giving you this In 
formation is rather to divert than fatigue, I think I bad 
deſt defer the remaining Part of the Story till to- mor- 
row. Urania ſeeing her riſe, did the ſame as well as 
the reſt of the Company.. You leave off, Madam, faid 
Thelemont, in a Place that very much excites our Cu- 
rioſity, and I read in the Eyes of the Ladies, that they 
would prefer the Pleaſure of hearing you to the Sup- 
per that ſtays for them; and the rather, becauſe we 
make no queſtion but that we have with us that Or- 
ſaxpes ſo dear to you. The Inclination he has inſpir d 
us with, makes us extremely deſirous of knowing his 
Adventures. This is not 4. leaſt Effect of the good 
Influence of my Stars, reply d Orſa mes, and they ſeem 
by degrees to lead me to a State of perfect Happineſs. 
As for me, ſaid Urania, I have too much Concern 
for. every thing that touches. Be/i/a and Julia, not 
to have ſome for-your Fate, if your own Appearance 
did not intereſt me yet farther ; and I own 1 am very 
much griev'd! at the Interruption of a Diſcourſe in 
which I foreſee you muſt of neceſſity be often men- 
tion d. Tis true, cry'd Camilla, and it even makes 
me melancholy, who am by Nature the reverſe. In- 
deed, added Oropbanes, we ought not to permit Be- 
liſe to defer the reſt of that agreeable Account 7 
Bas to giye us, till to-morrow ; and I think we give 
| a ful. 
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a ſufficient Proof of Self-denial, if we conſent to fup 
in our Impatience, without erg the whole Night 
ne of Inquietude. am of your Opinion, 
ſaid Fierinds, and Beliſa has put my Mind into fo 
great an Agitation, that I think her obliged to compoſe 


it. AsT always take great Pleaſure, anſwered Be/i/a, 


in contributing to yours, ſo you {hall govern. \ 
As they walk'd during this Converſation, by. the 
time it was ended they were in the Hall, were they 
found Julia and Ari mont juſt going to ſend them word 
that Supper was ſerv'd in. They ſat down to Table, 
and tho the Entertainment was large enough to hav 
detain'd them ſome time longer, yet the Impatience of 
hearing the Adventures of a Gentleman who appear'd 
ſo amiable made them quit it in haſte. - Jul being 
but lateiy recover'd of a Hurt ſhe had receiv'd, and 
not having perfectly regain'd her Strength, deſir d ſhe 
might retire. Orſames led her to the Apartment or- 


der id for Beliſa; and as ſhe was not inclinable to go 
to Bed, and that Urania's Women ſtaid with her, be 
remain d there too, not thinking his Preſence neceſſary 
while Beliſa finiſh'd the Hiſtory ſhe had begun. In 
the mean time, the other Gentlemen and Ladies ſat at- 
tentively to hear it; which the agreeable Be/i/a ob- 
liged them in, in the following Words. | 


The Continuation of the Hiſtory of Ons AMES 


and JULIA, 


1 Havr already told you, /aid /5e, that fix Years 
were paſt ſince the Death of Amira, without our 
having been able to get any Information of Orſamet. 
Fhil:mena continu'd in her Retirement, having lefth 
charming Daugher to my Care, who was ſtill umwil- 


ling to enter into any Engagement, and intereſted | 5 


3 
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ſelf as much as we could do in the Deſtiny of Or/a- 
men. It is certain ſhe form'd to herſelf an Idea 

of him very like what he really is, and that wag owing 
to a Picture of Are, whom he very much reſembles. 
It wits to no Purpoſe therefore that a Croud of 
Adorers were daily at my Houſe; their Praiſes were 
irkſome to her, their Preſence uneaſy, and ſhe never 
teſted till ſhe prevail'd on me to rid her of their Perſe- 
cutions. Almoſt deſpairing of ever hearing of Or/a- 
mes, I would have infuſed other Thoughts, but ſhe 
ſeem'd bent to die a Virgin, if Fate denied her the Fe- 
licity of becoming his Wife. So odd a Paſſion, 
and fo firm a Conſtancy for a Man whom ſhe had never 
ſeen, and who in all Probability ſne would never ſee, 
Ald me with various Conjectures; I communicated 
them to her Mother, who on that ſcore, and-no other, 
confented to leave the Monaſtery. It is about a Fort- 
night ſince ſhe has been with me, and had ſhe not been 
prevented by a little Indiſpoſition, had given herſelf 
the Pleaſure of coming along with us. 

Sur diſcours'd her Daughter on that Head I have 
been ſpeaking, but could get no other Anſwer from 
her, than, that ſhe found not the leaſt Inclination to Mar- 
riage, unleſs ſhe could ſee a Man ſuch as ſhe imagin'd 

the Son of the charming Ar/efre muſt be. It was in 

vain that Philemena repreſented to her, that all Chil- 
dren were not like their Parents, and that if he were 
alive, and ſhould ever bo known, which now was high- 
ly improbable, it was a thouſand to one if he reach'd 
by many Degrees the Image ſhe had form'd of him in 
her Mind; ſhe ſtill continued in her firſt Determination, 

to live and dic-as ſhe was. So ſtrange à Reſolution in a 

"Creature ſo young, and of ſo compliable a Temper in 

other Affairs, made ns confider it rather as an Impulſe 

of Fate, than an Obſtinacy of Diſpoſition ; therefore 
reſoly d to preſs her no farther but wait the ' Reſult. 
ine, which they fay unravels all, ſoon put a 
Feriod to our Wonder, tho? in a mannar which gave 


[85 
Anour: ten Days apo, Julia attended by ſome of 
our Women, © happen'd to be taking the Air in a very 
pleaſant Wood adjacent to my Houſe, where, being fa- 
tigu'deithep with the uncommon Heat of the Day, or 
wearied with walking farther than ſhe was accuſtom'd, 
ſhe ſatdown at the Foot of a Tree, and fell afteep. The 
Women retir'd to a little Diſtance, to have their own 
Talk ; but near enough to hear and ſee any thing that 
might happen. She had not ſlumber'd long, when a 
Gentleman on Horſeback, paſs d thro? the ſame Wood: 
As the Way he took led directly toward her, he could 
-not avoid ſeeing her; and finding her what ſhe really 
is, he ſtopt, alighted off his Horſe, and was advancing, 
near her, when her Women came up, and begg'd him 
not to wake their Miſtreſs. The Cavalier told em that 
was not his Intention, but that he was only defirous of 
contemplating near, what at a Diſtance he had been 
admiring. As he himſelf was of a Form to inſpire Ad- 
miration, and pronouncing theſe Words with a moſt 
becoming Gracefulneſs, my Women ſmiled, and had 
not the Power of hindring him fo innocent a Felicity as 
that which he requir'd; But finding in himſelf ( | 
has ſince confeſs d) Emotions which might tranſ} 
him beyond the Bounds of Reaſon, he fighing, ſnatch' 
himſelf from the Place, and after having aſked who 
ſhe was, ſaluted them, and thank'd them, he mounted 
his Horſe and Tetir'd, tho' ſlowly. My Women in the 
mean time wak'd Julia, and begg'd her to return to 
the Caſtle, leſt this Adventure, which had hitherto di- 
verted them, might be attended with far different Con- 
ſequences: They told her what had paſs d, and ſhew d 
her the Cavalier, who every Step turn'd back to obſerve 
her. She was very angry with her Attendants for not 
having wak'd her, and thought them as imprudent, as 
the unknown Perſon appear d to be diſcreet. 
As ſhe walk d homewatd, ſhe found ſhe trod on 
ſomething, and ordering it to be taken up, they per- 
cerv'd it was a Picture - Caſe enrich'd with Diamonds ; 
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vants, who preſently imagin d it was his who had juſt 
parted from em, were as aſſiduous as Julia in viewing 
it; when ſhe, who was wholly loſt in the pleaſing Con- V 
templation of Features which appear'd fo charming, 
was ona ſudden rouz'd from the delightful Dream ; ſhe 
Felt herſelf ſtabb d in the Shoulder by ſome body behind 
her, who at the ſame time ſnatch'd away the Picture 
with the other Hand.—She gave a great Shriek, which 
- was eccho'd by all the Women at once; who notwith- 
ſanding the F right they were in, obſerv d that the Blow 
had been given by a Negro Woman, who fled with an 
incredible Swiftneſs. But as Julia bled prodigioully, 
and was fainting away, ſome of em endeavour'd to 
bring her to herſelf, while others ran to the Caſtle for 
Help. All this was accompanied with ſuch piercing 
Cries, that they were heard by the Cavalier; who re 
turning tothe Place were he had left Juli, more haſti- 
ly than he had gone from it, beheld her in all Appear- 
ance giving up the Ghoſt, and the Negro Woman at a 
Diſtance making off. He heſitated not what was 
beſt for him to do, but clapping Spurs to his Horſe, 
overtook her in a Moment, and finding the Dagger ſtill 
bloody in her Hand, together with the Picture, he made 
no queſtion of her Guilt; but ſeizing her with a furi- 
_-ousGrafp, dragg'd her, ſtill galloping back. He brought 
her to Julia, about whom, by this time, we were all 
got. She was come to herſelf, and the Blood a little 
ſtanch'd by the Linnen which in that Hurry my Wo- 
men had tore to bind the Wound. The Cavalier leap'd 
trembling from his Horſe without letting go his Prey, 
and approaching us, Madam! ſaid he to Julia, this is 
the barbarous Wretch that has committed this execrable 
Action; | ſhe belongs to me, and I give her up to you 
to ſuffer the moſt cruel Puniſhments; but ſure I am, 
there are none yet invented ſevere enough for the Foul- 
neſs of her Crime. r 


Tus Creature, as he was ſpeaking, endeavour'd, to 
make her Eſcape; but was ſurrounded by our People, 
who tied her on the Unknown's Horſe, ke being,on 
his Knees imploring Ju/ja not to impute the _ | 
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Deſign of his Slave to his Commands or Aſent. She 
look'd on him, as we were afterward inform'd, with 
all the Attention imaginable, but anſwer'd-not a Word: 
As for Philemena and myſelf, we were in ſuch Afflic- 
tion, that we ſcarce had the Power of obſerving him ; 
but at length, his Griefs, and the ſubmiſhve Manner 
in which he ſpoke, obliging me to take notice of him. 
I was ftruck at the prodigious. Reſemblance I found 
between him and 4-/:/ne : His Youth, this Beauty, 
and the Gracefulneſs of his Addreſs, even in that Hour 
of Horror, touch'd me to the Soul. All the 
Charms of Arſiſne, and the Love ſhe had for our Fa- 
mily, came freſh into my Mind ; and methought it 
ſeem'd a kind of Sacrilege to the Memory of that dear 
Friend, not to pay. Reſpect to what appear'd to have 
ſa very much of her, By what Misfortune is it, 
Sir, ſaid I, that ſuch a Man as you ſhould have been 
brought to harbour ſuch a Wretch about you? You 
ſee, Madam ! auſwered he, before you the moſt un- 
fortunate Man in the World: But this Place and Exi- 
gence will not allow me to ſpeak what I Would very 
fain inform you ; permit me to attend you home, and 
at preſent let us think of nothing but ſuccouring this 
adorable Diftreſs'd. 505 5 ho 
Ix ſpeaking this, he took Julia by one Arm, and 
Philemena being next her, tho' almoſt motionleſs thro” 
Grief and Aſtoniſhment, did the ſame by the other. 
In this melancholy Condition we got to the Caſtle, 
where we immediately put her to Bed ; and the Sur- 
prone deing ſent for, comforted us with the Hopes that 
her Wound was no otherwiſe dangerous, than thro" the 
great Quantity of Blood ſhe had loſt; Fhey dreſs'd it, 
and order'd ſhe ſhould be left to reſt. We put the 
Negro Woman into a ſecure Apartment, and caus'd 
her to be ſtrictly watch'd, not being willing to deliver 
her into the Hands of Juftice, till we had heard what 
the Unknown had to inform us of. Things being 
thus order'd, Philem-na_ and I led him into another 
Room; where we begg'd him to diſco*er to us what 
- he could imagine the Motive to be, which had he” 


/ 


fion'd this Misfortune : Which he did in theſe N. 


\ {-mena, that there were a Poſſibility for you to took 


me an Education befitting the Heir of an Empire. I 
made it my whole Endeavour to return the Goodneſs 


well agreed with the, Advancement I met with in the 


- ought to have for his Mother; and tho' mine expreſs'd 
2 great Concern for my Intereſt, yet it was obſerv'd 
that there was a Tincture of Coolneſs in our Affections, 
which ſeem'd to belye Nature. + eee 
I was ſcarce arriv'd at the Age of Nineteen, when 
the Viceroy gave me a very conſiderable Employment 
in the Army; his Friendſhip for me making him over- 


Fortune was ſuch, that in three or four Campaigns I 
. diſtinguiſh'd myſelf ſo as to deſerve his Eſteem, and 
entirely take away all Fear of being blam'd by the King 
his Maſter for repoſing ſo much Confidence in a Per- 
- Jon of my Age. I return'd to Mexico after four Years 
Wees io fee Ry/inapde, who was in a prey. ad. 
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utter d in ſuch a Manner, as muſt have melted a Heatt 
the moſt inſenſible. a | 


I'wisx, Madam, faid he, addreſſing himſelf to Phi- 


into my Soul ; you would find it pierc'd with a Grief 
ſo poinant, as would even mollify yours, injur'd as it 
is, in the moſt ſenſible Manner: And I believe you 
will make no doubt of it, when you ſhall be inform'd 
of my Fate. I have been brought up from my ten- 
dereſt Infancy in Mexico, my Mother's Name was Ro- 
ſimundu, and mine Me/ares. Reſimunda never told 
me by what Accident ſhe came to ſettle at ſuch a Diſ- 
tance from this Place, which ſhe often ſaid was her na- 
tive Country ; but however that was, ſhe was ſo very 
rich, that ſhe kept a Houſe which ſeem'd to be a ſe- 
cond Court, and yielded to none in Magnificence, ex- 
cept the Viceroy's. She made her Viſits regularly to 
the Vice-Queen, who having a great Regard for her, ' 
prevail'd on her Huſband to take me under his Care ; 
which he did with an unparallel'd Generoſity, giving 


they ſhew'd me: My Heart and Sentiments were ſo 


Palace, that I loſt great part of that Tenderneſs a Son 


look my Youth and Want of Experience: But my good 


vanc'd 


* 
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vanc'd Age, and in a weak State of Health: I found 

with her, and very much in her Confidence, this Cri- 

minał Negro, whoſe Name is Fatyma. Nothing could 
be well > Mel in the Houſe, if Fatyma had not the or- 

dering of it ; in fine, the Treatment ſhe found with 

her, was more like that one ſhould expect from a Siſter 

than a Miſtreſs. © As for me, who ſeldom ftir'd from 

the Viceroy's Palace, and whom a Pride which I knew 

no Reaſon for, -put above certain Attentions, I never 

troubled myſelf about the Cauſes of ſo extraordinary a 
Friendſhip; but yet I took notice that whenever I 

went to viſit Rofmunda, this Fatyma uſed me with a 

Tenderneſs which exceeded Reſpect: This, for the 

- preſent diverted me, and I return'd it with as much 

Gallantry, as ſuch an Object deſerv'd. 

Two Years paſs'd on in this Manner, when my 
Mother, who had long labour'd under many Diſtempers, 
died, recommending Fatyma to my Care, aſſuring me 
ſhe very well merited all the Kindneſs I could ſhew her; 
and tho' ſhe was a Slave, had ſprung from a Family the 
moſt illuſtrious in her Country; and beſide all this, it 
was in her Power to be neeeſſary to me in Affairs which 
yet I did not dream of. I had no Difficulty to obey 
this Injunction; Fatyna expreſs'd. on all Accounts fo 
great a Zeal for my Intereſts, that, whether I would 
or no, it attach'd me to her. Some time aſter Ro, 
munda s Death, a very advantageous Match was pro- 
pee to me; but Ambition being then my darling 

aſſion, and looking on ſuch an Engagement as an Ob- 
ſtacle to my Fortune in the Army, I refus'd- it: But 
one Day happening to talk to Fatyma_ about it, Alas! 
Sir, ſhedding Tears while 8 your Fate is not ſuf- 
ficiently decided for you to take upon you the Cares of 
a Huſband and a Father but if there be a Woman 
capable of meriting ſuch an Honour, it is only Fatyma. 
— Gueſs, Ladies, continued he, the Aſtoniſhment 
I was in at theſe Words; I plainly had ſeen that it was 
Lowe had occafion'd the Regard ſhe had ſhewn for me; 
but I never could have believ'd it wauld have carried 
ker to ſuch Lengths, as to propoſe Marriage to me. I 
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was not able immediately to make any Reply to what 
ſhe ſaid; but I doubt not but my Looks ſufficiently ac- 
quainted her with my Diſdain of ſo impudent an Ex- 
pectation- for, aſſuming an Air of Arrogance, 
which before I had never ſeen her wear; Vou ſeem a- 
maz d, reſum d ſhe, but it is infinitely in my Power to 
make you ſo much more; foraſmuch as you imagine 
yourſelf affronted by the Offer I have made you, kno 
that ſhe who wiſhes to be Miſtreſs of your Heart, is al- 
ready fo of your Deſtiny. . | 

Tuis laſt part of her Diſcourſe making me think her 
Brain a little touch'd, I began to pity her, and anſwer- 
ing more ſeriouſly than elſe I would have done; I am 
ſenſible of your Zeal to ſerve me, ſaid I, and have all 
the Gratitude imaginable for it—but, Fatyma, 1 would 
have you think within yourſelf how improbable it is 
we ſhould be made for one another; and that the Paſ- 
fion you fay you have for mie, gives you no Right to be 
the Diſpoſer of my Deſtiny. But yet I am ſo, inter- 
rupted ſhe fiercely, your Fate lies hid in Clouds as 
dark as Night, or my own Viſage, reveal'd only to me, 
never to be expos d to other Eyes, unleſs you yield to 
make me Sharer of it. Think not that I am mad, 
or that my Paſſion makes me utter Things impoſſible to 
be effected for, to prove the Truth of what I have 
further to relate, thus much I will inform you, that 
Rofimunda was not your Mother—but for the reſt. — 
If this be real, cried I, ſtrangely alarmed, and there be 
more of Wonders in thy Meaning, as more there muſt 
be there are Ways to force thee to relate it, if Per- 
ſuaſions fail. Drive me not therefore to Extremes, 

"continued I, a little more calmly, but let that Tender- 

nes which you pretend to have for me, prevail to eaſe 
tze Doubts thy ſtrange Diſcourſe las rais d. By Hea- 
ven, I never will, replied ſhe reſolute!y, your Threats 
more move my Scorn than Terror; thac Heart which 
has, like mine, endur'd the Pangs of hopeleſs Love, can 
fear no other Racks—already torn by thy Diſdain and 
Cruelty, I look with Contempt on all-the leffer Tor- 
ments which Wheels and Whips have Power to inflict, 


— No, 


e 
No, Sir, added ſhe, after a little Pauſe, your, 
Love's alone the Price can buy this Secret; all other 
1 zribes are as much unworthy my Acceptance, as the 
Force you talk of is beneath my Confideration., . She 
I uitted the Room in ſpeaking theſe Words, which 
ere utter'd in an Accent fo haughty and aſſur d, as 
ade me not doubt but ſhe had a Reſolution equal to. 
Phat ſhe pretended. Tis impoſſible to tell you how 1 
as embaraſs'd-at this Accident, I found ſome Shadow 
df Truth in what ſhe told me, becauſe of the little 
Feaderpeſs I ever had for Nfm,.. But the Con- 


itions Fagyma would impoſ 


le on me, ſeem d more 
grievous than the Obſcurity ſhe caſt gn my Birth: Ne- 
Fertheleſs the Character of thoſe People, the Violence 
bf their Tempers rendering them capable of every thing 
Pat's deſperate, made me reſolve to proceed with her 
Y ny by fair Means. To that end therefore; after a 
4 ittle Confideration. I followed her into the Garden, 
here 1 perceiv'd, from the Window, ſhe was gone; 
nd ſubmitting my Temper as much as poſſible,  faid 
the obliging things 1 could invent, telling her, that 
s had been inform'd by Roſimunda that ſhe was of a 
Rank ſuperior to what moſt People believ'd her, how 
' Woble it. would be to prove ſhe merited not the Ill - For- 
une ſhe had met, and I was of a Diſpofition as much 
verſe to any thing which had an Air of Compulſion . 
s ſhe could be; and fince I did not go about to. uſe 
ay to her, intreated ſhe would not be leſs generous 
to me, but leave the Reward of that good Action ſhe 
old me was in her Power to do me, to my own Gratis _ 
ude; which would certainly make me more at her - 
Devotion than any Promiſe ſhe ſhould extort from me, 
Would bind me to be. eo: — 
To all this ſhe made no. Anfwer for ſome time, hut, 
hile I was ſpeaking, ſeem'd: to re me with 2 
ornful Smile. Sir, {aid the at laſt, I you think 
an eaſy matter to deceive a Woman, eſpecially one 
bat loves you; but thoſe of my Countxy and Com- 
exion are more . I ftill inſiſt on the Condi- 
ons before mention d, which if you refuſe, the 8 
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ſhall die with me= tis at your Choice either with 
Fatyma to be prov'd the Son of one of the moſt illuſ- 
trious Families inthe Kingdom which claims your Birth, + 
and the undoubted Heir of vaſt Poſſeſſions; or, with- 
out her, to remain Me/ares till, ignorant of your Birth, 
and Maſter only of a few Plantations ; which tho? ena- 
bling you to make a Figure here is nothing in compe- 
tition with what is your due elſewhere. She urg d many 
more Reaſons to perſuade me how happy I might be in 
a Wife who low with that Exceſs of Paſſion the did : 
But her Arguments were of no more Force with me, 
than mine with her ; and I was oblig'd to leaye her in 
the fame Humour in which I had fourid her. 
Eionr Days paſs'd away in this Perplexity, outing 
which time I ſcarce ever ſlept or eat; what ſhe 
told me, and which I queſtion'd not but ſhe had grounds 
for, run ſo much in my Head, that to have been aſcer- 
tain'd, I would have given any thing but what ſhe de- 
manded. I ſeveral times offer d to make over to her 
the Eſtate left me by Rofimunda, and part of 
ſhe gave Hope of here, if that might have pur- 


| Chas'd the Secret; but in vain; She was ſtill the ſame. 


At laſt with a prodigious deal of Difficulty, I pre- 
vail'd on her to {often tbe matter ſo far, as, inſtead of 
obliging myſelf to marry her, I ſhould engage myſelf 


to marry no other Woman, without ſhe herſelf gave 


confent, and that ſhe ſhould always live with me, in what 
State ſoever I ſhould hap wry beer? OP 
© Ir was certainly the Effect of a very great Paſſion, 
which made her ſatisfied, ſince ſhe could not perſuade 
me to make her my Wife, thit I ſhould not give to any 
other, a Title which ſhe .imagin'd ſo great a Bleſſing: 
and I, for my part, was well enough contended to 
enter into Obligations never to marry without her Ap- 
robation, which I well ſaw ſhe never would give to 
20: one ; becauſe at that time I thought I knew enough 
of my own Heart, not to be much afflicted if I never 
enter'd into that Condition. As ſoon as I had given her 
the neceſſary Aſſurances proper to ſecure the Performs 
ance of the Covenant, as an Earneſt, aid /e; of what 
. k TI can 
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I can inform you, know, that the Name of Me/ares 

includes that of Or/ames, which is your true one; that 

Roſimunda was in reality Argina; and that your Mo- 

ther, who died when you were but two Years old, was 

called Ar/e/ne, — Scarce had the Stranger ronounc'd. 

theſe Words when Philemena and I gave a Cry of Joy, 

which ſurprized him no leſs than the Diſcourſe he lately 

related he had had with Fatyma had done ; but, reſtrain- 

ing our ſelves as well as we were able, Go on, Sir, /aid. 

Philamena, you are with People very much diſpos d 

to ſerve you; She that you juſt now named, has been ſo 

dear to us, that I doubt not but you will become inſi- 

nitely ſo too. If ſo, Madam, anſwered he, I ſhall have 

no further reaſon to complain. Fatyma told aa 

continu'd he, that ſhe had certain Proofs which might 

not appear conſiderable to me, but would be greatly ſo 

to thoſe to whom I belong'd: But to clear up this mat- 

ter thoroughly, we muſt quit Mexico, and come hither ; 

and to convince you perfectly, added ſhe, here is the 

Cap and Dreſs in which you was ſtole awayz at the ſame 

time taking out of a little Trunk, of, which ſhe was 

always particularly careful, a Dreſs and Cap ſuch as 

Children generally wear: You may judge, ſaid ſhe, that 

they who have loſt you, will eaſily know this again. 

Supported by all theſe Proofs, what Argina diſcover d 

to me cannot be ſuſpected, ſince I am of too diſtant a 

Country to have learn'd your Fate from any dther Per- 

ſons than thoſe concern'd in it. Your Name, your Mo- 

ther's, and ſome particular Inſtances of the Aﬀairsof your / 

Family, with which by the ſame means I am acquainted, 

will be additional convinting Proofs. I had ſomefarther 

Talk with her, which ſerv'd to aſſure me, that what ſhe 

ſaid was certain. After which, I waited on the Vice- 

Roy, who was not the ſame who had educated and pre- 

fer'd me; but who had as great a Regard for me: for 

you know, Ladies, that che Kin s of Spain beſtow thoſe 

great Dignities only for three —4 my Patron had, 

as a particular Favour, enjoy d it fix, and when he quit- 

ted it, had recommended me ſo well to his Succeſſor, 

that I always found in him a readineſs to ſerve me. 1 
| | | acquainted 
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2 him with part of what Fatyma had told me, 
the Deſign I had of coming hither with her, to 

prove the Truth of what ſhe made me hope, He ad- 

vis'd me to it, and gave me leave to make uſe of ſome 

Ships juſt then ready to fail for Europe. 

I fettled my Affairs with all imaginable Expedition, 
and having placed truſty Perſons in my Houſe, and 
Rock'd myſelf with a pretty large Parcel of Money and 
+0 hs embark'd with Fatyma, and her myſterious Ca- 

bi The Wind favouring my Wiſhes, in due time 
we arrived near Britany, where Fatyma told me our 
Search was to begin; aſſuring me I had an Aunt named 
Armira, but that ſhe being my Enemy it was wholly 
m—_— I ſhould make myſelf known to her, till I 
ſeen others of my Relations more inclin'd to ſerve 
me. I ſubmitted to her Directions, and, after great En- 
quiries, we were inform'd that ſhe was dead, and that 
| her only Son reſided in the capital of this Province. Fa- 
tyma told me twould be of the utmoſt Conſequence to 
go thither, becauſe there were Perſons who would, by 
the Proofs ſhe had to give, be ðbliged to own me. 
__ STILL ruled by her, we ſet out; but the Troubles 
of my Mind, Change of Air, and Fatigues of my long 
Voyage and Journey, threw me into a little ſort of a 
Fever: and I have been obliged to ſtay at a Village 
about a Mile diſtant from this Caſtle, Growing ſome- 
thing better, the Pleaſure of this Wood invited me to 
partake of it's Refreſhments; and paſſing through it, T 
was ſtruck with the moſt amazing Sight of a beautiful 
Lady aſleep, at the foot of a Tree; my Eyes being per- 
petually fatigu'd with the Sight of Fatyma, I was glad 
to divert the Idea of her by that charming Obje&t—4a- 
tally to my Repoſe, and her Safety, as it afterwards 
roved: I drew near, and was inform'd by ſome of her 

omen, that her Name was Julia, and that ſhe liv'd 
in this Caſtle with her Mother and her Aunt, I figh'd 
with Grief at being obliged to leave her; and temount- 

ing my Horſe, turn'd back full of Emotions, which 
before were Strangers to me; but tho' I was convinc'd 
it was the Sight of that divine Perſon which had = 
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preſs, I doubt not but your own Tho 


[ 45 ] 


ſion'd *em, I could not reſiſt the inexpreſſible Delight of 
look ing on her; tho' my Horle went forward, my Eyes 
were turn'd backward.—1I ſaw her riſe, before I was out 
of fight; but ſhe walking this way, I loſt that Satisfac- 
tion; and I had nothing to conſole me, but the Hope 
that there was a Poſibility I might {ome time or other 
renew that Happineſs. I was riding (lowly on, when 
my Contemplations were difturb'd by a ſudden and moſt 
terrible Cry, it ſeem'd of Women ; which made me 
return with all the Speed l could, believing T might be 
of ſervice: But, O Ged! with what Words can I make 
you ſenfible of the Aſtoniſhment, the Horror, the Diſ- 
traction which all at once invaded me, when I ſaw 
Fatyma flying along the Road wich my Picture in one 
Hand, and a bloody Dagger in the other, and at the 
ſame time beheld the beautiful Julia in the Condition 
you found her? But what is impoſſible for me to ex- 

5 will eaſily 
conceive. The preſumptuous Confeſhon I make to 
yau of my Love to Julia, which is as violent as it is 
ſudden, muſt needs make you judge the Deſpair of a 
Man, who tees the Perſon he adores aſſaſſinated by the 
Woman who is poſſeſs d of the Secret of his Life, and 
convince you that he can have but little Regret at dying, 
after ſo unhappy an Accident. 

HzAven, faid Philemena, ſeeing he had done ſpeak- 
ing, conducts its Favourites by ſecret Ways to Happi- 
neſs ; and you may expect every thing from that invin- 
cible Hand, that has, contrary to your Hopes, led you 
to the only Place. where you can be inform'd of your 
Fate, Yes, doubtleſs, added I, and I make no quel- 


tion but that you are that OH , whoſe Loſs has 


coſt us ſo many Tears. If we ſeek further Proofs, tis 
rather to aſſure you of what you are, than from any 
Diſtruſt of ours. Fatyma is too neceſſary a Perſon to 
loſe, and if Julia is in no Danger, we will endeavour 
by gentle Methods to inform ourſelves. In the mean 
Time, look on this Houſe as your own; if you are 
Or/ames, as tis ſcarce probable you ſhould be any 

n ., other, 
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ether, you'll here find your Relations, Friends, and 
the Perſons who ought to be deareſt to you. 

Hz ſeem'd very much afſtoniſh'd at this Diſcourſe 
from me; but his Surprize hinder'd him not from an- 
ſwering it in the moſt obliging and reſpectful manner; 
aſſuring us, that he ſubmutted himſelf entirely to us. 
He put us in mind that we ſhould ſend to his Lodging 
for the Cabinet; we deſired he would fetch it himſelf, 
making no ſcruple of giving him that Mark of our Con- 
fidence; for it was already evident enough to us, that 
he was really Or /ames, | 

Hz immediately took Horſe, and during his Abſence 
we went into Julia's Chamber, whom we found in a 
violent Fever, which gave us great Uneaſineſs; I left 
Philemena with her, and went to Fatyma, whom I 
found fo loſt in Thought, that ſhe ſaw me not till I had 
been a conſiderable Time in the Room, and had ſeated 
myſelf in a Chair directly oppoſite to that ſhe was in; 
but having at length perceived me, ſhe aroſe, and look- 
ing on me with a reſolute Countenance Madam, 
ſaid ſhe, I am prepared to meet the Worſt you can in- 
flict; if you are come to give me Notice of my Death, 
be aſſur d I dread it not. If you have no Regard for 

our own Life, anſwered I, tremble for that of your 
333 Meſares's Head ſhall pay the Forfeit of your 
Crime. Meſares, interrupted ſhe, is innocent; and 
_ ſhould your Vengeance fall on him, Juſtice would bluſh 
to have her ſacred Name prophaned in ſuch an Act of 
_ Horror. But there's no need, continued ſhe, to loſe 
my Fears for him; tis eaſy for me to arreſt the Blow, 
thoꝰ the up-lifted Axe was ready to deſcend with utmoſt 
Fury on him. What mean you? cry'd I, affecting a 
Surprize. I mean, reſum'd ſhe, to intereſt you in Kis 


Fate, by means you are yet far from imagining ; but 
you muſt it me to ſee him firſt, and ſpeak to him 
without Witneſſes; and in return for that Favour, I 
ſwear by all things holy, to inform you of a Secret 
which „ imports you to be acquainted with. | 


. You ſhall have your Defire, faid T, but promiſe me that 
you will make no Attempt on your own Life. She 
| vow'd 
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vow'd ſhe would not, and I left her to' go and give 
an Account to Philemena of our Converſation, who 
was prodigiouſly pleas'd with the Trick I had frighted 
her with. | 

As we were diſcourſing on this wonderful Effect of 
Providence, Orſames return'd with the Cabinet; but 
the Key being in Fatyma's Poſſeſſion, we would not 
break it open, for fear of irritating her, and preventing 
her from diſcovering what we wiſh'd to learn. We 
thought proper to defer till the next Day the bringing 
Orſames to her Preſence, and in the mean time found 
ſo many Charms in his Converſation, that we thought 
we could not ſufficiently admire him. We ſhew'd him 
the Picture of Arſeſne, and he aflur'd us he felt more 
ſoft Emotions at the Sight of that, than ever he did 
at all the Tenderneſs that Refimunda had expreſs'd for 
him. 

WI paſs d the reſt of the Day in telling him the Par- 
ticulars of the Life and Death of that amiable Lady ; 
byt without letting him into any of them, which we 
imagin'd were known to Fatyma. He appear'd 
much touch'd at the Account we gave him, and the 
Power of Blood ſeem'd to manifeſt itſelf in him every 
time we pronounc'd the Name of Arſeſue. 

AFTER ſuch like Diſcourſes, we again went to ſee 
Julia, whom we found ſomewhat better, but very 
weak and faint, Orſames begg d leave to watch with 
her Women, never thinking her living but when he 
ſaw her, We would not ſuffer that, but to ſatisfy him 
gave him a Room ſo near her's, that he could every 
Moment hear News from her. The Night being 
pretty mach advanc'd, we forc'd him to retire: It was 
very late when Philemena and I went to Bed, but we 
had the Satisfaction of leaving Julia entirely free from 
2 F * which gave us ſome Hours of undiſturb'd 

epoſe. N | 

Tus next Day, as ſoon as Orſames _—_ 
proper Time, he begg'd leave to fee us, and being 
enter'd into Philemena's Apartment, Madam, faid he 

to her, I come to entreat your Permiſſion for my Inter- 
Fs | | view 
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view with Fama -I cannot bear living in this 
Uncertainty ; the Fayours you ſhew me are too precious 
to be thrown away I dread my not being that 
Or/ames you ſo much with to find, and of Conſequence 
not deſerving of them. I aſſure you, Sir, reply'd 
Philemena, with an obliging Smile, ſhould you not be 
the Perſon we believe you are, we ſhall not however 
ceaſe from having a very great Eſteem for you; and it 
would be more our Loſs than your's to find ſuch une- 
qual d Perfections are not the Portion of him to whom 
we have determin'd to give Julia. He ſigh'd at 
thoſe Words, which gave her Occaſion to proceed. I 
have hitherto, added ſhe, heard nothing but what ſerves 
to perſuade us you are really that Orſames we wiſh to 
prove you: And here is Beliſa, who is more con- 
vinc'd of it than I am, Therefore, dear Siſter, pur- 
ſued ſhe, ſatisfy his Impatience, carry him to F.tyma, - | 
=o bring Matters to a Concluſion, for our Common 

I took too much Intereſt in ſuch a Decifion not to 
comply; ſo taking him by the Hand, I led him to the 
Chamber were Fatyma was ſecur'd. She was in Bed 
when we came, and the Woman I bad left with her 
told us, ſhe had not clos'd her Eyes the whole Night, 
but had ſpent it in continual Agitations, They told 
her Me/cr.s was come, ſhe begg d us to to draw near 


'T'afk pardon, Madam, ſaid the to me, for receiving 


you in this manner; but the Reſolution I have taken, 
and which after I have ſpoken to Mares you ſhall be 
inform d of, will, I hope, plead my Excuſe. I anſwer'd 
herwith as much Gentlench, as ſuch a Diſcourle requir'd; 
and having told her ſhe was free to entertain him, I 
left them, ordering my Women to keep at a Diſtance. 
I was, no ſooner gone, but caufing him to fit down on 
the Bed-fide ; Well, Sir, ſaid ſhe, was it not enough for 
the unhappy Fatyma, that ſhe cou'd not inſpire you 
with Love, but ſhe muſt alſo incur your Hatred? Tis 
my Affection for yo. that has made me guilty, and 
the Motive, methinks, might induce you to pardon the 
"Effect. Love is not now the Queſtion, aniwer'd he, 

„ ſomewhat 


mit, will be a Pretence for you, out of your growing 


verneſs Argina, who paſs'd for his Mother under the 


her, died in a ſhort time after, and left her in Poſſeſſion 
of 


Kg ] 
ſomewhat ſullenly, you have committed a moſt deteſt- 
able Action; you have brought Affliction, and perhaps 
Death, into a worthy and innocent Family: But, Fa- 
tyma, a Pardon for all theſe Misfortunes is in your 
Hands, in diſcovering immediately what you know of 
my Birth. I ſee plainly, ſaid ſhe, the Action which 
my jealous Paſſion for you has influenc'd me to com- 


Love to Julia, to break thro" the ſolemn Promiſe you 
made me, never to marry without my Approbation.— 
"Tis in my Power, added ſhe, even tho” to purchaſe 
my Pardon I reveal all that I know of you, to keep 
you ſtill unhappy, by never giving that Conſent, with- 
out which I know your Honour will not permit you 
to gratify your Paſſion. But you ſhall find that I 
deſpiſe all that muſt happen from Compulſion; you 
were born to compleat my Misfortunes, I to deliver you 
from yours: Therefore remember, that if my Paſſion 
has been the Cauſe of ſome little Uneaſineſs to you, it 
is now going to eſtabliſh your Happineſs for ever. But 
now, continu'd ſhe, let Philemena and Beliſa come in: 
for I will further explain myſelf only before them, and 
let the Cabinet which I have been entruſted with be 
brought. | | 
ORSAMES called immediately to ſome of my Wo- 
men to fetch us; the Vivacity with which he 4 K 8 
made the unhappy Fatyma ſigh; but the Reſolution 
ſhe had taken prevented her from giving any farther 
looſe to the inward Perturbations of her Soul. When 
we were come into the Room, and had ſeated our- 
ſelves,” beginning thus—'Tis to you, Madam, ſaid ſhe, 
addreſſing herſelf to me, that I owe an Account of this 
Gentleman's Fortune, therefore ſhall declare to you that - 
he is Son to Ar ſeſne, and his Name Or/ames ; his Go- 


Name of Raſimunda, was never wanting in her Aﬀec- 
tion to him, in any Particular, except in taking him 
from his Family and happening to be agreeable 
to one of the richeſt Merchants in Mexico, he married 
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of all his Wealth, which ſhe never ſpared lay ing out for 
the Service of young Or/ames ; for when this happen'd 
he was but a Child, By a moſt unhappy Turn of For- 
tune I was brought to Mexico, and preſented to Re/i- 
munda in no other Quality than a Slave; but finding, 
as ſhe was pleaſed to tell me, ſomething that appeared 
far different from the Station I was in, ſhe made of me 


2 Friend inſtead of a Servant: I had ſo great a Share 


of her Confidence, that ſhe inform'd me, while her Eyes 
fream'd with repentant Tears, of every thing that A- 


mira, Siſter-in-law to Ar/z/ne, had done to prevail on 


her to carry him away, that his Eſtate might come to 
her own Son, whoſe Name, I think, is Arimont.— 
She told me alſo, that your Brother Dorantes was 
Guardian to Or/ames, that you was to have been 
married to Ph;/zntus, Brother to 4r/c/ne ; and not long 
before her Death put into my Hands this Cabinet, in 
which were the Clothes and Cap Orſames had on when 


ke was taken from his Mother's Houſe. The ſecret 


Paſhon I had for Or/ames made me remember every 
Particular of what ſhe told me; I conſtrain'd myſelf, 
however, to conceal what I felt from her, or him who 
had occaſion d it, while ſhe lived; but after her Death, 
knowing myſelf the only ſurviving Miſtreſs of his Fate, 
I muſt confeſs I entertain'd the moſt preſumptuous 
Hopes, and accordingly ſpoke to him. 

Tov may ſpare yourſelf the Pains of relating all that 
paſs'd between us in Mexico, cry'd Or/ames, it being 


nothing material to the Buſineſs which is required of - 


you, and come to that Part of it which more nearly 
will concern the Company. | 

I pov r not, reſum'd Fatyma, but my Paſſion is ſo 
very odious to you, that you cannot well endure the 
Repetition of it ; but, Sir! you ſhall ſoon, very ſoon, 


be bas d of it, and the Owner alſo. A great Sigh ſuc- 


ceeded theſe Words; but ſummoning all her Courage, 


I will only then, continu'd ſhe, add, that 9 re- 


ceived my Declaration of Love with that Contem 

which his Diſlike of me made him think it deſerv'd ; 

but the Curioſity of knowing his Birth, at length, 1955 
1 | J*M | 
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vail'd on him to bind himſelf never to marry without 
my Leave and Approbation which, fince I could ob- 
tain no more, gave me ſome Satisfaction to think twas 
in my Power to prevent any of my Sex, who ſhould 
happen to be more agreeable in his Eyes, from enjoy- 
ing a Happineſs which was deny'd to me. He ſubmit- 
ting himſelf to my Conduct, we embark'd with the firſt 


Ship, and in due time landed here in Britany. As Ar- 


gina had inform'd me that Amira wus of that Pro- 
vince, I ſecretly enquir'd into her Affairs, and was told 
of the Law-ſuit ſhe had with you, of her Death, and of 
the Confeffion ſhe had made to you. I heard too, that 
Dorantes had been married, and had a Daughter by 
his Lady, ſince the Loſs of Or/ames ; that ſhe was or- 
dain'd to be his Bride if ever he returned ; that you 
Madam, by the laſt Will of that dear Brother, was I 
Guardian of all the Effects which had been in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Ane, till News ſhould be heard of her Son. 
All theſe Particulats,, which Rofmunda could not poſ- 
fibly know (as being at too great a Diſtance, and ſome 
of them happening after her Deceaſe)'I learn'd from 
the People of the Country ; and judging you the Per- 
ſon moſt proper to be firſt acquainted with Or/ames, we 
directed our Journey hither, tho? without letting him 
know to whom we were coming. We ſtopt within 
a Mile of your Caſtle, being deſirous of informing my- 
ſelf if you were here, before I told him any thing of 
you.— TI ſoon heard you were, and that your Niece 
alſo, the too beautiful Julia, was with you. I 

knew it was the ſame ordain'd to be Or /ames's Wi 
whenever he found, and was alarm'd with moſt 
terrible Appfehenſions; but the Vow I had extorted 
from him, enabled me to ſuſtain *em.&—Indulging od, 


melancholy Thoughts one Day in the adjoining W 
I faw you there with the fatal Juli; I Toon gueſs 
who you were, and reſolving to be certain, follow /d at 


a Diſtance till I ſaw you enter the Caſtle, I retarn'd 
home full of Rage, Jealoufy, and Deſpair z the Charms of 
Julia, which I had been now an Eye. witneſs of, made 
me reſolve never to truſt Orſumes with her Sight, not 
t 8 N ubting 
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1 doubting but he would break thro' all Vows, all Obli, 
. ons, rather than render himſelf miſerable, by re- 
| Kang che Nena ordain'd for him by her Father. 1 
| pretended to 8 * of humour, that I could hear no- 
| 2. of thoſe Perſons Ro/imunda had told me of— that 
I believe ſhe had deceiv'd me with a fictitious Tale, 
and that I would have him think of returning to Mex. 
ico.z for it would be but loſt Time to tarry here. But 
his Stars, ſtranger. than my. Reaſons, provided him 
with Arguments for ſtaying. I could by no means pre- 
| with him to quit this Jace, which he would often 
y was natural to him. He ſpent moſt of his Days in 
rig up and down, the Country, taking a vaſt Plea- 
in viewing the many beautiful Seats which are 
ts. I never ſuffer d him to go alone, ſtill fol. 
ing, tho' unknown to him, his Steps. 
* Days ago I loſt his Picture in the Wood ; 1 
ö never told him of it till Veſterday, when happening to 
8 I made the Search of that my Pretence 
for co after him : finding he took the Road in the 
Middle of the Wood, I ſtruck into the thickeſt Part of 
it, where I could, without being diſtinguiſh'd by him, 
obſerve all his Motions ; and when I fo him al ht, I 
drew a little nearer, nnd diſcover'd Julia and her Wo. 
men, I ſaw every Agitation of his Soul while look- 
on her, and read my Misfortyne in his Countenance, , 
— lt was with the — Difficulty I reſtrain'd myſelf 
2 flying out, and diſturbing the Pleaſure he took in 
contemplating her; and I believe ſhould not have had 
the Power. to have done ſo long, but that when my 
Impatience was at the utmoſt Height, I ſaw him re- 
mount, and again purſue his Way, I was/ going to 
leave the Place, w en I perceiv'd his Picture in the 
Hands of Julia. 1 1 imagined he had given it 
her, and that this was not time they had ſeen 
each other. This Suggeſtion robb'd me 70 that was 
conſiderative I was no longer Miſtreſs of my Deſpair; 
the worſt of Furies had the entire Poſſeſſion of my 
Breaſt ; I drew my Dagger, flew like Lightning 
0 wats area, MER the reſt, and — 
ſpare 
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| ſpare me the Repetition of a Crime, which there's 10 
way to expiate but this — this is the only Means to ab 
ſolve Or/ames of his Vow, and purchaſe Pardon forthe 
unhappy Fatyma. In ſpeak peaking theſe Words; ſhe- _ 
a little Poniard, which ſhe conceal'd in the Bea; , 
and ſtruck it into her Breaft with ſo much fatal Speed; 
that none of us were quick enough to avert the Blow: — 
The Concern for what ſhe' had done ſuſpended our Ac- 
knowledgments of the Pleaſure we found im being con- 
vinced Orſames was the Perſon we ſo — Viſh'd to 
find him. A Surgeon being in the Houſe to attend Fu? 
lia, we e. call'd for him, but he gave us but 
- little Hope of her. At firſt ſhe ſtrongly op- 
poſed the dreſſing her Wound ; but 'Or/ames, who was 
touch'd to the Soul at the Effect of her Deſpair, intreats 
ed her to live with ſo tender an Farnefſtneſs, that ſhe at 
laſt conſented to'Bave the Means applied. 1 ought not 
indeed, ſaid ſhe, to have diſturb'd the Tramſporte 6f 
this happy D Day" „ I ſhould have join'd their _ 
whoſe ſee already are cemented—pardon 
ſtubborn Soul.—She fainted away with theſe Ware ? 
bat ſoon recovering enough to ſpeak, Madam, faid ſhe 
to me, I had forgot one material Evidence of Graner 
Birth, that Cabinet contains the Dreſs and Cap — 
he had e beg it may de opem d: 
Argina having told me you made a Preſent of it to A 
feſne, when ſhe was going to be married to your Bro: 
ther, you doubtleſs will remember it. She gave the 
Key to one of my Women as ſoon as ſhe had done 
g. — 7 ing it to me open, I found, as ſlie 
, the v es and Cap I id given him; the 
— — on Embroiler' and enrieh'd with Pearls 
r= ry nach I very well knew Aga? 
 PHILEMENA and myſelf embraced Wit tenderly 
ſhe deſired him to look on her'as his Mother, 'affari 
him, that ſhe with Pleaſure ſaw his I tions agre 
wich the dying Requeſt of Doran. 
ORA could not contain the 
lelt at theſe Words: ix broke out in the moſt rapturong- 
— and Fama, who had not he Toh — 
C3 for 
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for having ſo much Reſolution, not able to ſuſtain tho. 
violent Emotions which all at once invaded her, fell a 
ſecond time into a SWS on. Or/ames, who too late per- 


- ceiv'd what he had done, aſſiſted us in bringing her to 


herſelc ; which as ſoon as ſhe was, with a Voice and 
Countenance which plainly told us Death was not far off, 
—1 find, iaid ſhe to Or/ames, my lateſt Moments are 
at hand—the Shocks I feel bring 'em on more ſwiftly 
than my Wound would do ; I have but one Requeſt to 


make perform it, I beſeech you, not to marry Julia 


till I am laid in Earth, and when you have a leiſure 


Hour, read o'er a Paper which you will find in that 


Cabinet; it may give you ſome Conſolation to diſcover, 
that the Woman who thought the Loſs of Life nothing 
in Competition with that of you, was of a Rank whole 
Love was not a Diſgrace, tho” it has been a Trouble to 
von. She was obliged to pauſe for Breath a - while 
as the ſpoke this; then ſtraining herſelf beyond her 
Strength, ſhe exhauſted her whole Stock in wiſhing him 
eternal Happineſs —— with Julia, ſaid ſhe. She 
could no more, but finking ſoftly down in the Bed, 
ielded to Fate a Life which had been full of Sorrows. 
here appeared- in her, notwithſtanding thoſe Faults 
which raging Love and Jealouſy had occaſion'd, a 
Greatneſs of Soul in her Behaviour, which methought 
lool d lovely. — Neither P-ilemena nor myſelf could 
refrain from Tears, and Or /ames ſeem'd overwhelm'd 


in generous Concern. The Sight of his Grief obliged 


us to rouze from ours much ſooner than 2 we 
ſhould elſe have done; and taking him by the Hand, 


Come, Sir, ſaid I, permit us to lead you from the View 


of this irremediable Misfortune, to afford Julia the 
Satisfaction of partaking in the Joy we have to find you 
are the Perſon Heaven has allotted for her. —— The 


Name of Julia had the Effect I wih'd—bis Eyes re- 


cover d their Vivacity, and his Cheeks their Freſhneſs. 
—— At dur entering her Apartment, we were told ſhe 
was entirely out of Danger ; we told her the whole 
Story, and Phil:mena preſented Or/ames to her as a 
Man who was to be her Huſband, W 
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obey with Pleaſure. The Sweetneſs of her Dit. 
poſition made her extremely concern d at the ſad Ef- 
fects of Fatyma's Deſpair ; and hearing us make men- 
tion of that Paper ſhe had deſired Orfames to read, 
begg'd we might ſatisfy her Curioſity and our own at 
the ſame time, by examining the Contents of it in her 
Chamber, We all agreed to it ; I ſent for the Cabi- 
net, and finding a Scroll of Paper carefully ſealed, 
made no doubt but it was that} and gave it to Or/ames 
to break open, which he did, and found written on the 
Top, The Misfortuncs of Faty ma. 

Bu r, continu'd Beliſa, looking on her Watch, I am 
afraid it will be breaking too far into the Hours allow'd 
us for Repoſe, to enter into this Hiſtory To- night; be- 
ſides, if you are not tired with what Thavealready' re- 
lated, the Remainder will ſerve for æ Part of your En- 
tertainment To-morrow. Tho! all the Company 
were prodigiouſly charm'd both with the Hiſtory, and 
her Manner of telling it, and had a kind of impatient 


Curioſity to know the Concluſion, yet believing it would 


be too great a Fatigue to her at that Time, agreed to 
defer it till the Morning. —— They waited on her to 
ker Apartment, where they found Jui and Orſames. 
Thelamont again embraced him, and congratulated him 
on the Happineſs he was going to enjoy—all the amia- 
ble Society took part in their Deſtiny, and compliment- 
ed them on it. After which they retired, to take 


the Sweets of that Repoſe which never can be ſought 
in vain by thoſe whoſe Sentiments are noble, and whoſe 
Aim is Honour, e 


— — —— — 


that obliging 


THE 
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. HE Queen of Night, uneaſy that Afar. 
ee, ſhelter'd under the Umbrage of 
| dT, ber Charms, ſhould ſo long detain, bound 


Ye w/o in his fiken Fetters, Perſons, the leaſt 


form'd Urania that ſhe might ſee Beliſa: She paſs d 


into her Apartment with Felicia, and having renew'd 


their mutual Proteſlations of the ſincere Friendſhip they 
had for each other, the reminded her of the Impatience 


which, by her own, ſhe imagin'd her agreeable Com- 

y were in to know the Adventures of Fatyma ; which 

y willing to gratify, accompanied 

her with Julia vnd Felicia into the Hall, where they 

found all the other Gueſts already up, and waiting their 
Approach. The uſual Civilities of the Bonjour bein 

over, Beli/a taking a Paper out of her Pocket, A 


C57] 

the Intreaties they were about to make her, by telling 
them, ſhe thought it now a fit Opportunity to let em 
know that part of Fatyma's Misfortunes, which they 

were yet unacquainted with: I have here ſaid ſhe, that 
Account of her Life which was written with her own 
Hand, and at her Death communicated to Orſames 
it is this. In ſpeaking theſe Words, ſhe open'd it, 
and read as follows. „ ; 


* 


We Secret Hiſtory and Misfortunes. of” 


WAS borm in Fez; one of thoſe few Kingdoms who 


1 have maintain d their Liberty from being imilav d by: 


the o erpowering Pride of Europe. My Father was Bro- 


ther and preſumptive Heir of the Cron; for the then: 


reigning Monarch was without Children, and of an Age 
when none could be ed.— They liv'ꝗ together in 


a perfect Amity, and free from all thoſe Jealouſſes and 
Fears which too often are the Portion of the Great — 


My Father and my Uncle being ſuch as J have deſcribed. 
'em, tis not to be doubted but that I was bred up in. 
the Higheſt Expectations. Our Palace was continually” 
crouded with Embaſſadors from foreign Courts, whoſe 
Princes ſought the Alliance of our Family; but a fatal: 
Inſenfibility prevented me from being pleas d with any 
of the Offers made me; and I was too great a fav 


rite to have my Inclinations forced. In the midſt of. 


Royal Solicitations, there was a Stateſman, no others 
wiſe enobled than by the Favours the King had unde- 
ſervedly conferr'd on him, had the ce to hops 
That from me, which I had refus'd to ſo many ſove- 
rey 4 eu 1 the ſame —— 
f rocured his Advancement in Fortune, 
would alſo prevail nme. n ü 
1 rn Tuts. 
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Tunis Zamaxo (for that was his Name) had the Ar- 
rogance to tell me, that if I would conſent to marry him 
pnvately, he would eaſily find Means to oblige my Father 
and the King to approve my Choice; but when Ireſented, 


= i T ought, his Boldnefs, with the true Art of a Politician 


he varied the Meaning of his Words in ſuch a Manner, 
as I ſcarce knew what to make of them, and ſhould have 
deen greatly puzzled to have repreſented the Senſe of 
what he ſaid, if I had had a mind to it. It was how- 
ever the Influence of my ill Stars which prevented me 
from complaining of hisPreſumption, which had I done 
in Time, it might have depriv'd him of that Share he 
had of the King's Confidence, and conſequently ſav'd 
us all from the Miſeries we have been ſince obe d in. 

Tuar Monſter, ſtill burning in a hopeleſs Paſſion for 


me, took Meaſures for the Gratification of it, ſuch as 


perhaps no Age yet ever parallel'd: By the moſt unſuſ- 
ed Inſinuations that Hell e'er taught, he infus'd a 


; mutual Jealouſy between my Father and his Royal Bro- 


ther; and in a ſhort Time contriv'd it ſo, that they, be- 


fore the deareſt and moſt cordial Friends on Earth, grew 


the moſt inveterateEnemies. He perſuadedthe caſy Na- 


ture of the credulous King, that ay Father, impatient of 


Sovereignty, and growing uneaſy ina 'ong Expeclance, 
reſoly d to mount the Throne by Force. To my Father 
healledg'd, that the King, inſtigated by ſome falſe Friends 


was made to believe he harbour'd creacherous Defigns a- 
gainſt him, which he reſolv d to e 5 havi 
e 


him pnvately deſtroy d. To avoid whi flua 

hun from coming to Court, alwaysto keep̃à Guard about 
his Perſon, and a thouſand other ſuch like things, which 
were ſufficient to Confirm the other in the Truth of all 
he had ſuggeſted. He brought it to that Height, that 
at length the King gave Orders for his Impriſonment, 
hoping thereby to tame an Ambition, which he would ra- 
ther have admoniſh'd than chaſtis'd: But before the Of- 
hcers, who had the Command of ſeizing my Father, 
could reach our Palace, 7amaxo came, and with well. 
counterfcited Zeal and Friendſhip, gave Notice of the 


Danger, and advis'd him to make bus Eſcape, He did 


—and 


L 1 


- ſent, and charged me to diſſemble my Concern, Then 
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and making no Scruple of revealing to ſuch a Friend 
as he belie vd Yamaxo, where he defign'd to retire, by 7 
ey began a Conſpiracy, in which were after- 
wards a great Number of the Nobility engaged. Every 
thing being ripe for Execution, my Father now led in- 
deed an Army into the Field, tho* not as that deteſted 
Villain gave it out, to dethrone his Brother, but to vin- 
dicate himſelf, and oblige him to reſtore him to thoſe 
Poſſeſſions which his Flight had forfeited. | | 
Tas King ſoon rais'd Forces to oppoſe him; T- 
maxo was made the General, which gave him an Op- 
portunity of ſometimes favouring one Party, ſometimes 
another, to keep the Event of War doubtful on both 
Sides; while ſtill continuing to incenſe each by private 
Inſinuations, prevented either from liſtening to any 
Terms of Accommodation. Numbers of unha 
Victims to this Wretch's baſe Deſigns fell in three Bat - 
tles, in the laſt of which he diſtreſs'd my Father ſo 
much, that he was paſt Hope of attempting another, 
when he receiv'd a Letter from Tamaxo,\ with an Offer 
of declaring himſelf his Adherent, and bringing to his 
Party all the Forces liſted in his Name, if he in return 
would give him Fatyma. The Propoſal ſeem d too ad- 
vantageous to be refuſed, and all my Tears and Reluc- ; ' 
tance were in vain, He ſent him an Anſwer of Con- 


came the Words of Yamaxo freſh into my Mind, that 
he would find Means to oblige him to approve him for a 
San. I told my Father of it, and my Opinion of his 
Proceedings, which was indeed a true one. But whe-" 
ther he look d on it only as the Effect of my Hatred 
which had incited me to raiſe this Story, or whether it 
was only the Exigence of his Aﬀairs that made him re- 
gardleſs of it, I know not; but he was deaf to all I 
urged, and began to prepare for the meetingof Yamaxe,, 
and the ſolemnizing the intended Nuptialss. 

Tus Diſtraction of my Soul is not to be expreſs d 
but being always Miſtreſs of an uncommon Share of. 
Courage and Reſolution, I invented a Stratagem to de- 
lver me from this moſt dreadful Evil, without conſi- 

442 6 , dering * 
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ſidering what others I might meet with; I dreſt myſelf - 

in one of my Pages Clothes, and having got the Watch- 
Word, made my Eſcape thro' the Centinels at dead of 

Night. but it happen'd not ſo well with me after- 
wards; the Out-guards which were placed to watch 
the Counterſcarp of the King's Army, ſeized on me, 

who being unprepar'd of an Excuſe, they took me for | 

| a Spy, and would not ſuffer me to go farther. I offer d A : 

| | \ them Bribes ſufficient to have corrupted Perſons whom 

1 one would imagine leſs mercenary ; but they were ei- 

ther too honeſt or too fearful, to accept them, and, in 

ſpite of all I could do, would carry me to Yamaxo. The 

Terror I was in, that he ſhould know me, I believe 

contributed to make him do ſo; for I had neither the 

Power to form any plauſible Story for my coming to their 

Camp, nor to diſguiſe my Voice in thoſe Anſwers I 

was obliged to make him. In fine, he diſcover'd who 

I was immediately, and diſmiſſing thoſe who had brought 

me before him; "Tis well, my lovely Fugitive, faid he; 

Is this a Habit or an Hour in which a Maid of your 8 

Quality and Nicenefs ſhould chuſe to ramble? Do theſe 

no&turnal Sallies become the Princeſs Fatyma Any 

thing becomes me better, replied I, with my uſual 

Haughtineſs to him, then to be the Wife of ſo deteſt- 

ed'a Traitor as Jamaxo; and tho? I find myſelf diſap- 

pointed in my intended Flight, be aſſur'd thou never 

thalt reap any Advantage by my Misfortune; not all 

my Father's Power, not all thy Subtilites, ſhall terrify or 

perſuade me to be thine; thoſe who dare die, dare any 

thing. "Tis true, ſaid he, and that methinks ſhould put 

4 Fatyma in mind, that Tamaxe, who often has prov'd 
| the little Fear he has of Death, may alſo prove, he fears 

not to make uſe of this Opportunity, which his =o 

Stars have ſent him, to gratify the Impatience of his 

Paſhon, without waiting a flow Conſent, or the Forma- | 

lity of Ceremony. Yes, Fatyma, continued he, his Eyes 

blazing with luſtful Fires, I have you in my Power, and | 

Will this Hour—this very Moment make uſe of it.-— - | 

And fo will I, cried I, drawing a Dagger which I had 

conceal d about me, in caſe any 2 


5 
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1 and plung'd itin his Heart. To Hell! ſaid I, and from 
the King of Furies receive the juſt Reward of all thy 
Treaſons here. I ſtruck the Blow with ſo much Force, 
that the Weapon was quite buried to the Hilt in his Bo- 
ſom. He ſpoke not, but falling on the Couch, to which. 
he was dragging me, expir'd immediately. k 
I nave often wonder'd ſince at the Preſence of Mind 
which aſſiſted me on this Occaſion: I no ſooner ſaw... 
im dead, than I ſearch'd his Pocket, and taking out 
is Seal, went directly out of the Tent, and telling thoſe- 
who kept it, that they muſt admit me Paſſage to the 
next Guard; on ſnewing them the Signal, I was eafily * 
ſuffer d to go thro' them; nor was it mou I ſhould,. 
Yamaxo had been uſed ſo frequently to ſend private 
Diſpatches in this Manner to my Father, that they made 
no doubt but that L had brought, and was returning to · 
him with ſome Intelligence. By this Means did I paſs 
ſafely thro' the Lines, but not daring to venture my Fa- 
ther's Indignation, till the firſt Guſt of it was blown · 
. over, I went to a little Town on the Borders of F, 
| . deſigning to tarry there for ſome time, till ſhould hear 
the Event of this War, and what was the Conſequence. 
of Yamaxo's Death. Alas! I was inform'd of the Parti- 
culars but too ſoon; my Father taking Advantage of the 
Confuſion the Troops were in, by the ſudden of 
their General, fell on them immediately, and had indeed. 
the better of them; but what avail'd it, when he him—- 
ſelf, and his only Son, my Brother, fell in the Battle? Af. 
ter his Death the Conſpiracy was utterly diſſolv d, and: 
his Papers being brought to the King, he by them diſco- 
ver'd the Means by which he had been drawn to form it, 
and took ſo; violent a Grief at the Knowledge, that he 
had been ſo much impos'd upon by the Treaſons of N- 
| maxo, that, being of an Age not able to ſtruggle with 
the Force of any extraordinary Emotion, he fell into a 
Diſeaſe, which in a few Days put a Period to his Life. 
He was no ſooner expir d, than a Nephew of Yamazxo's- 
having by his Death become the Maſter of vaſt Poſ- 
ſeſſions, and had the Army entirely at his Devotion, took, 
the Crown, without avy Oppoſition, Some few there. 
bf a h ; were 
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were who urged my Right; but the Uncertainty what 
was become of me filenced their Arguments; beſides, 
the Friends of Tamaxo had caus'd a Report to be (| 
abroad, that I was the Miſtreſs of his unlawful Love, 
and on ſomeJealouſy had murder'd him; for it was pre- 
ſently known, by the Purſuit that my Father made for 
me, and the Deicription of the Habit in which I had 
made my Eſcape, that it was I who ſtabb'd him. My 
Life was therefore proſcribed, and vaſt Rewards offer'd 
to thoſe ho ſhould take me. I was too ſenſible of the 


little Inclination the People of Fez have of being under 


the Government of a Woman, join'd to the Knowledge 
of the Number and Power of thoſe who were Friends to 
the Tyrant in Poſſeſſion, to expect any thing but Diſap- 
if I ſhould attempt to —.— Party againſt 
im: I therefore reſolv d to fit quiet, and being by the 
late Troubles wearied with the Fatigues and Turmoils 
which attend Grandeur, was well enough contented to 
reſign my Share'to thoſe whoſe more robuſt Spirits were 
better able to ſupport them. / 
Irrer the Place I was in, and keeping ſill my true 


Quality — ſound Means to be introduced to the 


Princes of Morocco. She receiv'd me into her Family, 
and I liv'd there for more than two Years with as much 


Tranquility as my Misfortunes would permit me to en- 
jay, till the Prince, her Huſband, ſeeing ſomething in 


me, which he thought worthy an extraordinary Regard, 
ſhe grew jealous ; but being of a Diſpoſition more cun- 
ning than —— conceal'd it, till ſhe had an Op- 
portunity of getting me convey d away in a Ship then 
ready to ſail for Mexico with Slaves, of which Number 
I was made one. When landed I was expos'd to Sale 
among the reſt; it was my good Forune, which, after 
ſuch Variety of Evils, made RoSmunde think me worth 
her Purchaſe ; and with her it is that I defire to re- 
main till Heaven is pleas'd to put an End to my Misfor- 
tunes, by taking me to itſelf, and the Society of thoſe 
who were ſo dear to me on Earth. 

Au the Company were extremely pleas'd with the 


WU Diſcovery of the Quality of her, who had declare her. 


». 
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{elf the Lover of Or/ames, and a great Number of gal- 
lant Things were faid to him on the Occaſion; after 
which, Beliſa reſum'd that Diſcourſe which the Adven- 
tures of Fatyma had broke off. Julia growing every 
Day better and better, ſaid ſhe, I diſpatch'd a Meſſenger 

to 4rimont, to deſire him to come immediately t me, 
and bring with him the proper Perſons to acknowledge 
Orſames; he took Poſt, and was ſoon follow d by thoſe 
who were to be the Witneſſes: He appear d ſo infinitely 
charm'd with him, that he took all the neceſſary Steps 
to convince him that he preferr'd the Pleaſure of find- 
ing ſuch a Kinſman as he was, to any Eſtate he could 
have poſſeſs'd without him. We ſpent about a Week 
in ſettling the Affairs of Or/ames, in which Time Ju- 
lia was perfectly recover d, excepting a little Weakneſs. 
And as we had often talk d to theſe accompliſh'd Cava- 
liers of the Perſons we moſt eſteem d, they begg d to 
accompany me, to deſire you, dear Urania, to 
of our Joy. I would have left Julia with Philemena, 
but ſhe would not deprive her of the Pleaſure of comi 
to ſee you, nor ſeparate her from Or James; who is — 
to find himſelf a Moment without her. Their Marri- 
age is to be concluded ina few Days, and I beg you ta 
honour the Ceremony with. your engaging Company, 
and that of your F — A it will beſolemniz'd at my Seat, 
to prevent the Croud and Trouble of many Viſitors. 
ELISA having left off ſpeaking, and receiv'd the 
Thanks of all preſent, Urania inform'd her of the Law 
they had impos'd on themſelves during their Stay in that 
Place; and ſhe found it ſo much to her Taſte, that he 
promis'dto ſubmit to it with a great deal of Pleaſure. As 
it was one of thoſe fine ſerene Days which admit of walk · 
ing, Urania propos d taking a Turn till Dinner they 
agreed to it, and they all repair d to the Terraſs which 
commanded the River; after having admir'd the Pro- 
ſpect, the happy Situation of the Houſe, and prais d U- 
rania for the eaſy and gallant Manner with which the 
receiv'd her Company, every body ſeated themſelves. 4 
aflure yau, {aid Urazia, you allow me-a Merit which is 
wholly owing to yourlelves; as I love and eſteem wy. 
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all infinitely, tis that animates my Actions: What comes 
from the Heart, / is alwa any yoni with an Air of 
Eaſe, Which cannot be diſguis'd : My Temper is ſuch, 
that if the Company were 2 agreable to me, I ſhould 
be leſs ſo to them; and tho? I would not be wanting in 
good Manners, 1 ſhould be under a certain Conſtraint 
which would diſturb their Reception. 

is true, ſaid Felicia, I have ſeen Urania on fuch 
an Occaſion; and ſhe is not theſame Perſon ; ſhe becomes 
as ſerious, and even ſomething more ſo with Perſons ſhe 
does not love, as ſhe is engaging and entertaining with 
thoſe ſhe does: And you may read in her Face almoſt 
every thing that- paſſes in her Heart, A free and open. 
Temper, cried. Orophanes, is certainly a very great 
(harm; but ſtill, methinks, there ought to be a little- 
Policy blended with it, and tho' all the World does not 
pleaſe us, tis our Intereſt to endeavour to make our- 
ſelves agreeable to them. What you eall Policy, inter- 
rapted Camila, with a gay Air, is nothing but Diſſimu- 
lation; and that is a Fault I cannot pardon. You pro- 
nounce a little too haſtily, amiable Camilla, replied The- 
Inimiont,. there are Occaſions when Diſſimulation is abſo- 
lately neceſſary ; without it, Kings could not ſupport 
the Weight ot their Crowns, —.— or enlarge their 
Dominions, or determine the different Intereſts of their 
Allies or Enemies. LZewvis the XIth was the greateſt 
Politician, and the moſt ſpiritous Prince of his Time; 
Pineſſes, where he ran no Riſque, he often did more 
art to his Enemies, than if he had led an Army into- 
their Countries. Policy is of ſogreat Eſtimation amo 
Potentates, that Charles V. always carried the Life o 
Leto XI. in his Pocket in all his Voyages; and it is a 
Remark,” that in the midſt of a Court, the politeſt fince 
the Roman Emperors, he every Day allotted two Hours 
to the reading it. — bins King of Exgland did the 
fame, but he unluckily only imitated the Cruelty of it. 
Tuar's what I waited — th cried Camilla, you muſt 


with me that Cruelty i is often the Child of Po- 
Hey. 1 grant, ſaid Orophanes, that — 1 does ſome- 


[65] | 
Diflimulation is a part of Policy; but ĩt is alſo a neceſſary 
Part of it to accompliſh great Actions; and when Glory 


is the Aim, tis even a Virtue to know how to diſſemble 
well; and I praiſe that Art on ſome Occaſions, as much 
as I blame it on others. To embrace one's Brother, and 


conceal one's Hatred, the better to get an Opportunity 
for Revenge, as Nero did with Britannicus, is a criminal 
Diſſimulation; as was the Action of Artaxerxes towards 
Artaban, who pretended his Armour hurt him, and 
defir'd that Warrior to change with him, which he did z 
but he had no ſooner. pull'd it off, than Artaxerxes: 
plang's a Ponyard into his Breaſt. 'Theſe are Pieces of 
ifimulation unworthy not only of the Royal Majeſty, 
but of all Men of Honour, and which -ought to be 
avoided as the Ruin of Glory and Reputation, Lewis XI. 
was once guilty of an Action, to which he was neither in- 
duc'd by Policy nor a neceſſary Diſſimulation; which will 
ſhew.you, that when a Prince is cruel, he looks on- hi 
Subjects no otherwiſe than as Goods, which he may diſ- 
pole of according to the Time, Place, or his on 57 
In the Reign of that Monarch, the Cuſtom 6f Tra- 


| velling to the Holy Land was very prevalent. The Prior - 


of St. Co/ane, near Plaifir Je Tours, = Man of enem- 


 Plary Piety, out of the of his Devotion, deter- 


* 


min'd to go thither. He aſk d leave of the Court, ob- 
tain'd it, and ſetting forth, arriv d ſafely at Feru/alem ; 
but in his Return was taken by the Bulgarians, and made 
a Slave. He continu'd twelve Years in that unhappy. 
Situation. The length of his Abſence perſuaded every, 
body he was dead, and one of the King's Chaplains, - 
believing the Priory vacant, d it of him, who gave 
it without ſcruple. Accordingly he took poſſeſſion of it. 
Some Years after, the old Prior, having regain'dhisLi- 
berty, return'd to France, oppreſs'd with Age and Misſor- 
tunes: His firſt Care was to repair to his Priory; but find-. 
ing it was fill d, went to the Court, which was then at 
Plaifir le Touri; his venerable Air, whicha long Beard had 
er d more commanding the Recital of the 
Woes he had endur d, and the y Condition he was 
in, inſpir d all, who ſaw or heard him, with nn 
; ME 
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Tur King, to whom he preſented himſelf, promis'd 
to reſtore him to his 'Benefice, or, in exchange, to give 
him ſome other as bat that Prince, not making 
any haſte in the Performance of what he had made him 

. hope, the unhappy Prior inceflantly importuned him : 
The King thinking he grew troubleſome, and not very 
inclinable to grant his Requeſt, one Night call'd for 
Triftant the Hermit, his grand Prevöt, and order d 
him to rid him of the Prior of Sr. Cyfme. Triftant, ac- 
cuſtom'd to ſach Executions, thought of nothing but 
ſhewing his Obedience, and, taking a Confeſſor with 
him, went the next Day to the Priory ; where finding 
the preſent Prior at 'Table with ſome of his Friends, he 

invited the Grand-Prevot to fit down with them: But 
be, whoſe Orders were preſſing, declared them in a 
pathetie Manner. His Friends and he at firſt thought 
that Trifant was inclin'd only to divert himſelf; but 
de ſoon related the Command he had receiv'd in ſuch a 

Manner, as left no Room for doubting the Truth of 

what de {aid. The poor Prior, finding there was no 
Remedy, ſettled his Affairs, and prepared himſelf for 
another World, as much as the ſhort Time he had al- 
lowd him, would give leave. Aſter which, - rent 
order'd him to be put into a Sack, with a great Weight 
at the bottom of it, and thrown into the Loyre. 

Tus next Day he attended the King, with an Aſſur- 

"ance that he hed perform'd his Duty, as to what he 
had commanded him concerning the Prior. The King 
feen'd fatisfy'd. But a few Hours after, walking iu 
the Palace-Garden, he perceiv'dthe venerable old -Priog 
of St. Co/me coming towards him: On which, turni 
towards Triftant; Wretch, ſaid he, have you impos d 
on me? Your Life ſhall anſwer the A Tri/- 
tant, very mach alarm'd, threw himſelf at his Feet, 
affirming that he had y obey'd his Commands. 
But, ſaid the King, do you not ſee him before your 

Eyes? pointing to the Prior. Sir, reply'd he, the Miſ- 
take has only been occaſion'd by your Majeſty; you 
commanded me to rid you of the Prior of Sr. Co/me ; 
I went to the Priory, and took him that was in Poſſeſ- 


* 
1 


MW 
fion, and drowned him: But it is eaſy to repair the 
Fault; Iwill make away with this alſo. No, "ſaid the 
King, tis very well. Then turning to the Prior; Go, 
Man, ſaid he to him, and take poſſeſſion of your 
eſice, tis now vacant. 

You: ſee, continu'd Orophancs, of what little uſe 
to the State was the Death of this innocent Prior; and 
by this Inftance muſt infer, _ ——— 
of Diſpoſition than Policy, which induced Lewis 
to ſend him out of the orld. 

Ir muſt be allow'd, ſaid Beliſa, that the Adventure 
of the Prior was ſomewhat extraordinary: But ſince 
our Converſation turns on the Actions of Princes, tho” 
it be different from the Subject, yet it may not be im- 
proper, if I relate to you a Sentence of CharlerV, which 
tho? on a Trifle, ſeems to me to be admirable. This 
Emperor, reſiding at B/«//*/s,'and holding — 
vificent Court, the great Princes in 
had baniſh'd all ſuperfluous Ceremonies, that ie eighe 
be as free as pompous. ' Two Ladies of "diſtinguiſiy'd - 
Quality took it in their Heads to interrupt this Liber- 
ty, by quarrelling for the Preheminence; The thing 
was carry d to a Length, and Charles ſeeing that 
the Pleaſures of the whole Court were interrupted by 
the Foible of theſe two Ladies, would himſelf be Judge 
in it; and ſetting a Day for determining this Aﬀair, 
there was prepared for him a flately Throne, which he 
mounted, attended by all his Grandees, and heard the 
Council of the Parties, who were both preſent. The 
Cauſe was pleaded with Vigour on both fides; but the 
Emperor finding the Arguments pretty equal, and de- 
firing to end the Affair, without ifoblig ging any one, 
gave Sentence, that the leaſt wiſe of the two ſhould 
ve the Precedence; and ſo broke u rr 
e the Deciſion. | 

Tuis was a very pretty Turn, ſaid Urania, yer fill 
it keeps us inſenſibly on Politics. Charles V. ſhew'd 
his Wiſdom in this Determination, ſince too oſten the 


Quarrels of Women give Men Occaſion to take part in 
1 ales ag} wes 3 little Conſe- 


c 
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„many times becomes a State-Aﬀair, Charles's 
prevented all the. Accidents that might have 
happen d. It did fo, reſum d Beliſa, and as each of 
the Ladies wiſn'd to appear the Wiſeſt, they found 
themſelves both oblig d to give way, or elſe to embrace 
that amiable Liberty the Emperor had eftabliſh'd ; 
and the Men of each Party were forc'd to make a Jeft 
of an Affair, which might, by the-indiſcreet Pride of 
our Sex, have become very ſerious. Roth 1: 
T. — LAMONT ought to be very well ſatisfy d, 
ery'd ent, with the Company's carry ing Policy to 
ſuch a degree of Neceſſity; For, if Ta. bor. he 
has ſeem'd very vigorous in the Defence of it. And I 
aufodroſhicmioe, ſaid Orophantz, that I think, with- 
out it, tis impoſſible for a Prince to govern well; and 
that without Study, and the Art of Policy, a King muſt 
certainly fall into great Errors. Doubtleſs, rejain'd The 
lament; a Prince born to hold the Reins of a om, 
applying him with various Examples of Wiſdom, Pru- 
dence, Equity, Juſtice, and — . — he muſt mo- 
del his ns, in order to make hi lov'd and fear d. 
or, aid Amon, can't Men regulate their Acti - 


ens by their own Experience and Inſight into Affairs, 


without the Aſſiſtance of Study? Muſt they be always 
'd'down to follow Precedents ? There are ſome who 
they may, cry'd Thelamont ; but I can't bear 
that a Man of your Senſe. and Underſtanding ſhould 
.continae in that Error; and I aſſure you, I ſhall fpare 
no Pains to convince you. Men may have in them the 
Seeds of Virtue; but without Study, and the Knowledge 
Things paſt, they cannot be ripen d into Perfection. 
inge abeve all other Men, have need of the Example 
of former Potentates ; tis a Light which guides their 
Actions all their Lives. If it be true, that there is an 


4 Houſe, or mangging things of yet leſs Ingenuity ; how 


much more muſt there be in the. Adminiſtration of a 
monarchic or republic” State? e that would breed 
up a Hark, ought to learn the Method; and infinitely 


1 94 more 
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Art even in driving a Chariot, __ a Ship, building 
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more ought he, whoſe Province it is to govern Men, 
the moſt capricious, fantaſtic, and refractory of all 
Creatures, and who require the greateſt Dexterity - 
managing? Uſed to Sovereignty over every 

the Creation, with Difficulty he ſubmits to 2 
ment of his Fellow 1 if — was 
neceſſary towards the ſubduing of a People, but Courage 
to attempt it, and making uſe of our on Notions; 
or, to ſpeak like our new Heretics in Policy, to leave 
every thing to hazard, in vain have ſo many Hiſtori 
great Poets, Orators and Philoſophers, employ'd their 


Princes, ' Magiſtrates, and Miniſters of State; yet, 
believe, that every body will ackno 


rity has been infinitely obliged to them, and muſt look 
on their divine Writs as containing All the Maxims 
requiſite to the Art of Ruling : For from them have 
the greateſt Stateſmen taken their Knowledge; tis by 
their Care that we every Day lay before us the Exam» 
ples of the Egyptian, Perfians, Athenians, and\Romans. 
. . Ir tHere was any ground for 4Arimont's Notions, what 
Occaſion have we to be inform'd of the Actions of 
thoſe. Princes or igns, who have govern'd ſo 
many Nations? It would be alſo unneceſſary for Poltes 
rity, to know what paſſes. in our Age, were wenot con · 


Time, and broke their Reſts for. the Inſtruction of 
wledge, that Poſte- - 


\ 


vinc'd, there is an Art in ruling well, which cannot 


de acquired but by weighing things paſt, which Hiſtory 
preſents us with, as Mirrors and Guides in our Aﬀairs, 
preſent and to come. Can there be ſo beautiful a Sci- 
ence as that which preſerves Peace? A Science which, 


inſtead of being deſtroy d by Time, isenrich'd, augment- 


ed, and brought nearer to Perfection. Ey | 

flouriſhes in State where that is — 35 
where it is neglected, Ruin and Perdition are the unfail- 
ing Conſequences. I very well know indeed, that not- 
withſtanding the Uſe of Wiſdom and Policy, tis very 
difficult for Princes and great Miniſters to oontent every 
body. The Accidents which daily arrive, and are im- 
le to be foreſeen, the Envy of Cotemporaries, the 


% 
* 
— 
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Care Malcontents always take to blacken the moſt 
innocent Actiors, is, generally ſpeaking, the Reaſon, 
Fox it is as hard to pleaſe every body, as Simoni des 
pls fantly ſaid, as it is to fit a Garment to the Moor, 
that never continues a minute in the ſame Shape. But 
what Glory then muſt it be for a Prince, or a Miniſter, 
who, deſpiſing thoſe vile Creatures, always conſults 
the Good of the State? Every thing he undertakes is 
crown'd with Succeſs, and he is reſpected by his Neigh- 
bours, and by his Subjects. | | 
Ix is certain, ſaid Orophanes, that the Art of Poli- 
cy muſt be acquired by Study and Experience; and that 
many may ſay with the Emperor Commodus, that they 
are born Kings and Princes; but no body can pretend 
to be endued, when born, with Policy and the Art of 
verning. Vet theſe new Doctors in Politics, cry d 
Arimont, hold that all Monarchies have their Begin- 
nings, their appointed Time of Maturity, and their Pe- 
riads, determined by Fate; ſo that all Politics are un- 
neceſſary ; and ſay with Licinizs, that too much Learn- 
ing is the Ruin of Commonwealths; and that all Books 
ought to be forbid as pernicious. That is a moſt con- 
demnable Piece of obſtinate Ignorance indeed, interrup- 
ted Thelamont, which precipitates a Nation into irre- 
trievable Misfortunes: Alexander the Conqueror was 
of a very different Opinion; he ftiled the 172d of Ho- 
mer a true Guide in military Affairs, and conſtantly lay 
with chat and his Sword under his Head. Julius Cæ- 
far, in his Expeditions, always carry'd a Library with 
him; which he conſtantly ſtudy'd, communicating the 
- Remarks he made to his Generals, his Miniſters, and 
thoſe who govern'd the Provinces. Theſe great Men 
did not think their own Wiſdom ſufficient to carry em 
thro" every thing. Lian was wont to ſay, that 
he ow'd more to his Preceptor ri/terle, then to Phi- 
. dip of Macedon, his Father. That glorious King, whoſe 
Heart was ſo much bent on War, had a View to Fame 
in ſomething he thought preferable to Arms, and 
modeſtly complain d in a Letter he wrote to 4riftorle, 
that he ONE SEED UCERSS 


* 


{ 78 ] 
he had beſtow d on him, becauſe others might profit by 
them, as he had done; and he had much rather ſur- 

Mankind in Learning, than in Power and Rig 
Demetrius the Phalerian advis'd King Prolamy, 
other Princes, to ſtudy Night and Day; and it A 
Saying of Plato's, that that Commonwealth was hap- 

y whoſe Governor was a Philoſopher. ——In 
Study enlightens the Underſtanding, and leads MG 
a perfect Knowledge of themſelves, which renders th 
more humane, and excites them more to Virtue. 'The 
Trophies of Miltiades, rous'd up Themiffocles ;. ſo have 
ſeveral Heroes been, inſpir'd by the Examples of thoſe 


who have been before ; witneſs the Scipio's, the 


Cato's, the Emilius's, and the Cæſars. Learning be- 
gets Authority, Credit, and Reſpect among Men; 
and the Love of the whole World is the Fruit of a 
wiſe Behaviour. How can a Prince, whoſe Rank places 
him ſo far above the Vulgar, be capable of gueſſing the 
Calamities his People may fall into, but by Study? 
How can he diſcover the ſecret Plots that are contrived 
to enſnare him? How can he preſerve himſelf from 
the Flatteries his Ears are perpetually beſieged with? 
Books have a greater Privilege than Men? they in 
themſelves with Freedom, and their Counſels and Re- 
proaches are liſten'd to without Anger; they ſerve as 
Antidotes to the Poiſon of Flattery, and may be con- 
ſulted at all times, and on all Occaſions. Would you 
ſee what Effect the Defire of Liberty has upon the 
Soul, what is the Conſequence of a baſe Action, what 
Remorſe follows Cruelty, and how ineſtimable a Vir- 
tue Clemency is; would you look into the Viciſſuudes 
of Fortune, and how liable to Change is the Condition 
of the moſt Powerful preſent, Hiſtory ſhews it all with- 
out Diſguiſe, "Tis the Theatre where the whole World 
is repreſented ; we here find every thing we want; we 
view Tempeſts and Shipwrecks without Terror; Battles 
and Sieges, without Danger; the Cultoms and. Manners 
of all Nations, without Expence ; and 'tis here we may 
find the Beginnings and Endings, the Flouriſhing and 
Decay of Empires. I ſubmit, ſald ment, 
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find 
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find your Reaſons ſo juſt and well grounded, that I now 
blame thoſe who will have it to be, as I endeavour'd to 


wh that Experience alone was ſufficient. But I 
ent having been the Occaſion of a Diſeourſe, 
the"Beauties of which I am ſo charm'd with: and | 

believe they are not a'few who have taken the Liberty 


| ontradict Thelamont, on p ſe to give him an Op- 
1 pſi of anſwering them.” I muſt own, added B-- 
Tija, that he has maintain'd his Opinion with ſuch ad 
mirable'Learning and Eloquence, as very well demon- 
ſtrates: the Advantages of Ulliranive, which has aided 
him in ſo agreeable a Converſation: The/amont anſwer d 
with Modeſty to the Praiſes he had fo well deſerv'd; 
und, that he might put a ſtop to them, made the Com- 


pany take notice that twas Dinner-time : They got up, 


and walking towards the Houſe, found every thing was 
ready to be-ſerv*d to Table. Mirth, a mutual Love and 
Confidence, and a noble Frankneſs, animating this amia- 
dle Society, one may ſay their Pleaſures were compleat 
Ari Dinner was over, Beli/a would make every 
one ſubmit to the Law which had been made, and de- 
fired them to follow her to the Library. They con- 
ſented ; and having in the ſame Manner as the Day 
before, ſeated themſelves, and taking up Books, no- 
thing was heard but the Ruſtle of turning over Leaves: 
"Beli/a was the firſt that broke Silence; I have hap- 
; 1 faid ſhe, on the Inſtructions which B gives 
is Son, which puts me in mind of what Philemera 


- has wrote to Julia; tis a Piece worth your Attention, 


and will let you ſee the Humour and Underſtanding 
of that amiable Woman. At theſe Words the Com- 


pany begp'd ſhe would not defer the Pleaſure they pro- 


ed to themſelves in hearing it. As I defire, ſaid 
a, never to ſtray from the Rules Philemena has ſet 
me, I always carry them about me, ſo can eaſily ſa- 
_ tisfy your ata: In ſpeaking this, ſne preſented to 
Urania a little Book in Manuſcript; who taking it 
with a Grace peculiar to herſelf, and perceiving her 
Friends dif] themſelves to give Attention, began 

th to read; 8 een 
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Life. 


FN the Plan of your Education, my drar Jaliag.T 
- have cbnſulted your Glory more than my on, 
and ſhall he compleatly happy to ſee you perfect with · 
out any Vanity, in having doubly formꝭd you, by Blood, 
and Precepts: The only Pleaſure I propoſe to myſelf, 
is ſeeing you follow them, which your Docility in liſten- 
ing to them flatters me you will do- I give you m 
Inſtructions in Writing, that in what Place or Condi- 
tion ſoever you are; they may be I 
you; and that-when Death deprives yo of me, it may 
not at the ſume time rob you of that which may be 
more uſeful to you than myſelf. A Cuſtom wiſely in- 
troduced into the World, having made me truſt your 
bringing up to Perſons who» are, by being ſnut in a 
Cloiſter, ſecur d from all worldly Troubles, will there- 
fore prevent tw] o Things equally unhappy; either tus 
great an Inclination for a monaſtic Life, or too violent 
an Ablliorrenet᷑ of it: Be upon your guard. my deareſt 
Julia, againſt both: Vouth, always fond of Novelty, 
often ſurrenilerd ãtſelf without conſulting Reaſon. The 
Tranquility of a monaſtie Life, the inticing Diſcourſes 
of tlioſe whoſe-only Aim is to make you embrace the 
Vows they are already bound by, makes me apprehend 
your adding to the Number of ſo many young Crea- 
tures, Who are hy an inacceſſible Grate oſten render d 
more wrete bed than thoſe whoſe Morals have been cor - 
rupted by the World. When Remorſe aſſaults one in 
the Cloiſter, one muſt» be very particularly endow-d 
with Grace to ſiid any Remedy, fince the onhy ones 
that can be apply d. are the very Cauſes of our Afflie- 
tion; as Retirement, Prayer, and a regular, and a reli- 
jous Life. One is then apt to paint the World in ſuch 
lied bnntiful Colours, hs ous bam wi an Im. 
Vol. I. de | Patience 
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ience to be in it, and cannot forbear lamenting the 
poſſibility there is of ever doing it. How will the 

Mind in ſach a Caſe be rack'd with ten thouſand tor- 

turing" Ideas ! One thinks: thoſe very things fill'd with 

Charms, which are in reality Subjects only of Sorrow 

and Vexation; Vice appears dreſs d in the Shape of 

Virtue, and without ing in the Practic Part, one 

does ſo doubly in the Theoric. 1 

Wu a Perſon has lived in the World, and has 
had the Misfortune to give into ſome of the little Fol- 
lies of it, the Remorſe of an irregular Conduct, and the 

Diſguſt of a Life fill'd with Intrigue; every thing ap- 

pears in its proper Colours, and one looks on Retire- 

ment as the moſt ſovereign Bleſſing. We ought there- 


fore to know ourſelves thoroughly before we enter into 


ſuch a Life. But perhaps you'll ſay, Muſt we then 
plunge ourſelves into Vice, that our return to Virtue 
may be with the more Vigour? No, that is not what I 
I mean, but I would have you be Witneſs of the Fail- 
ings of others, without erring yourſelf, that ill Exam- 


- ples may ſerve as a Preſervative to your Diſcretion ; and 


that comparing the Troubles, Noiſe, Hurry, and Con- 
fuſion, and an. intereſted and intriguing World, with 
the ſerene Comforts of Retirement, you may conſult 
your Heart in the Choice, and then embrace that to 
which you are moſt inclined. One may live as regu- 
larly in the World as in a Cloiſter, and perhaps bet- 
ter; a Mind, when it has the Power of do- 
ing Evil, will rather avoid it, than when it is under a 
Conſtraint 


Tus Charms with which Heaven has bleſs' d you, 
while they delight the Eye, make me tremble for you 
hereafter. Beauty has been often the Rock on which 
Virtue has ſplit, when Care has not been taken to en- 
rich the Mind wiuh Meaſures which may defend it in 
all the various Changes of Life. A ſplendid Fortune is 
ever attended by Luxury, whoſe Companion is Co- 


uetry. The Adoration of the Men, and the perpetual 
Platter: 


es one meets with from them, are oſten too pleaſing _ 
to our Vanity ; and, by liſtening to a Number, the Heart 
” f | 4 a . L400 18 
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is uncertain in its Determination, and one inſenſibly 


gives up to a Croud that Reputation we fear to truſt 
with one ſingle Perſon, and which ought to be dearer to 
one than one's Life. Poverty, Misfortunes, and a Life 
embitter'd by eternal Vexations, is no leſs fatal to Vir- 
tue; ſuch a Woman is apt to make uſe of her Beauty 
to ſubdue her Enemies——to procure her Friends in 
Time of Need: She meets, tis probable, with danger- 
ous Conſolers, and her Honour is the Sacrifice to Gra- 
titude. To prevent theſe Accidents, Wiſdom is the 
only Means; but endeavour to be wi/e without Afecta- 
tion; Wiſdom does not require ſo much outward Shew, 
as inward Severity. Be prudent, without being a Prude : 
Let your Modeſty be accompany d with Gazety, and your 
Reſerve with Good- Nature: Appl 5 to learn 
what will embelliſh your Mind, but le not Vanity attend 
your Know/edge : Let your Philoſophy be Chriſtian: Be 
affable and ob/iging to all, intimate but with fix. 
Pity the Misfortunes you are in no Proſpect of fee/ing : 
Behave without too much Sabmiſſian to your Equals, 
and without Pride to your In/eriors : Comfort the Di- 
ſtreſſed of all Conditions: Do nothing but what is 
praiſe-worthy, without aiming at Praiſe ; the Oftenta- 
tion of a good Action often eclipſes the Glory which it 
would otherwiſe deſerve. If Fate allots you to a happy 
Marriage, make the Bleſſing permanent by Love, Vir- 
tue, and a generous Confidence. If, on the contrary, 
you are unfortunately ſo, and your Mind torn and di- 
ſtrafted with the Agonies of domeſtic Jars, look out 
for Friends who have a greater Regard for your Virtue 
than your Beauty ; and if by that means you get no Re- 
lief, ſeek it from him who alone can'extricate us out 
of the deepeſt Diſtreſs. If you love your Huſband paſ- 
ſionately, and he but ill returns your Tenderneſs, let 
Mildneſs, Complaiſance, and a blameleſs Conduct be 
the only Arms wherewith you combat his IIl- humour; 
Jealouſy, Sullenneſs, or a peeviſh Melancholy will neyer 
regain a Heart liable to wandering. If the Match is 

proportion 'd, and he happens to be very agrecablein ' 
his Humour, but the contrary in his Perſon, never ceaſe - 

Ks D 2 endea- 
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endeayouring to conquer your Diſlike, and remember 
the Beauties of the Mind are by far the moſt preferable. 

If you chance to be equally indifferent. to each 
other, let not that draw you into any Irregularities, 
ſhun the Opportunities of finding in another the Charms 
that are wanting in your Huſband, and let the Force 
of Duty ſupply the Defects of Fondneſs. 

"Tis in Naeh Circumſtances as theſe that tis difficult 
to preſerve one's Virtue ; but then tis, at theſe Times, 
that it is moſt requiſite, and appears with greater Luſtre. 
A Woman perfectly happy, who is not wanting in her 
Duty, is effeemed without being praiſed, becauſe having 
no Complaint, ſhe has no Pretence for doing otherwiſe ; 
but a Woman that is »»fortunate, and yet wiſe, ſeems 
to exceed even Expectation. The Virgin, or the Wi- 
dow - ſtate alſo ſeems to me as much or more expos d to 

Danger; a young Woman that is left without Father or 
Mother, and entirely Miſtreſs of her Actions, can't be 
too circumſpect in them She takes no Step that 
does not endanger her Reputation; if ſhe keeps a great 
deal of Company, ſhe paſles for a Coquette; if ſhe con- 
fines herſelf to a few ſelect Friends, then has ſome 
ſecret Intrigue ; in ſhort, every body paſs their Judg- 
ments on her with leſs 3 becauſe they know ſhe- 
has nobody to be reſponſible or her Conduct. Tis then 
I adviſe Retirement, but without entering into religious 
Orders. — If you ſhould marry, and your Huſband die, 
take care not to imitate-thoſe Women, who think, 
becauſe they have no body to whom they are oblig*d to 
be accountable for what they do, they may with | 
abandon themſelves to an irregular Conduct, believing. 
that, under the Umbrage of their Crape, they may 
conceal the looſe Inclinations of their Hearts. A Widow 
ought to be more nice in her Behaviour than either a 
Wife or a Maid: The State ſhe has paſt through ſhould 
make her vubſerve a greater Decorum, fince ſhe ought 
to reſume the Modeſty and Innocence of a Maid, with 

the Knowledge ofa Wife ; Wiſdom muſt be her i 
rable Guide, or ſhe will be liable to Cenſure ; if ſhe can 
therefore be diſengag'd from the Cares of a Family, 2 
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na much better Method of teaching Youth than Severity; 
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the Affairs which are capable of retaining her in the 
World, the beſt thing ſhe can do, is to retire herſelf from 


it: She knows all the Deficiencies of it, the Injuſtice, 


the Cruelty, and the Afflictions of it; the Pleaſures ſhe 


has enjoy*d not having recompens'd the Pains, a Cloiſter 


is for her a ſuſe and ſure Aſylum. Ah ! how acceptable 


to Heaven is ſuch a Sacrifice? Religion meets with no 
fition in her Soul, free anddetach'd from the Things 
f this World, all would otherwiſe ſeem Conſtraint, is 


now Joy and Comfort. . Let none but theſe, and Maics 
of a mature Age, who have had Time to reflect on the 
Life they ate entring into, pretend to embrace Holy Or- 
ders; let there be no forc'd Calls, no Victims of Family 
und Intereſt. - Th not but that Grace may operate in 
young People, but ſuch ſort of Holocauſts are ſcarce ; 


and, àmong the great Number of Nzxz, thoſe chat are 


content are by much the ſmalleſt Part. 


Tuus, my deureſt Juliz, have I led you thro' the 


" Uifferent Stages of human Life, and hope, when you 
read this, you'lt rather thin it came 
whoſe Tendernefs endeavour d to make you perſect, than 


rom a Friend, 


from a Mother grown ſevere by Age; and do not enquire 


Whether ſhe w you theſe Leſſons obſerv'd em 
_ herſelf; only think, chat ſie Who could give em was 
-capeble of following Em; others Faults do not leſſen 
ours, but ought to ſerve as Examples to deter us from 
dem. I flatter myſelf, from the Obſervations I have 
made on your Temper, that this Abridgment of your 
Conduct may be ſerviceable to you in all the Inſtances 


of your Life, on which I beſeech the Divine Being to 
pour his Holy Bleſſings, TP ; 
 Wuzx Urans had done reading, This, faid The- 


' Tamont, is an àmiable Manner of inſtructing; there 
runs thro* the whole Work a certain Tenderneſs and 
| Gentleneſs, which very much adds to the Value of it. 
As for me, faid Orſames, it hall be ſo much my Care 
to render Julia happy ih a married State, that I hope ſhe 
will have no on for the Leſſons which relate to an 


unfortunate Match. I own, added Florinda, that this 


D 3 che 


with Delicacy. I am charm'd with it, cried Camilla, | 
for I can't bear the Meaſures ſome Parents take in the 


vexity of Parents, who ſeek rather to be feared than 


a Youth of great Hopes in the Army, in diſcourſin 


\ had for him, and that he died with the Idea of my 
loving him but flepderly: This muſt have been a very 
cutting Regret, added Thel/ament, and is a good Leſſon 
for Fathers, Montaigne on this makes Reflections, 
Which we are apt to make as well as he, but I wiſh we 


| genera! who ſeldom underſtand the Value of Things till 


agreat Monarch, a Hero, are never ſo much reſpected, 
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the Soul readily inclines to Virtue, when 'tis pointed out 


Education of theirChildren, who ſtrive by Dint of Blows 
and harſh Expreſſions to fright em into Virtue. That 
is the Reaſon, ſaid Arimont, that we ſee Numbers of 
Men and Women, as ſoon as they are free from the pa- 
ternal Yoke, give themſelves blindly up to their Paſſions ; 
their Leſſons of Honour and Wiſdom being given them 
with Severity, they are no ſooner at Liberty than they 
miſapply em, and, inſtead of their Admonitions, only 
remember the Ill - nature of thoſe who gave em. 
puts me in mind, reſum d Thelamont, of a Sto 
Montaigne relates upon the Subject of Children's Edu- 
cation: He blames, as much as we, the too great Se- 


loved, retrenching even the tender Names that Natu, 

gives em, the Son calling his Father Sir, and his Mo- 
ther Madem; on which + tells us, that a Perſon of 
Diſtinction, a Friend of his, who had loſt his only 


with him on the Affliction ſuch a Loſs muſt be, ſaid, m 
greateſt Grief is the having brought up my Son with ſo 
much Severity, that it hid from him the Tenderneſs I 


would not confine em oy to Reaſoning, but put em 
in Practice alſo. This Example, ſaid Orophanes, is 
not only applicable to Fathers, but to all Mankind in 


ey poſſeſs them no longer. A Father, a Son, a Friend, 


loved, or valued, during their Life-time, as after their 
Death: The Sorrow for the Loſs of em has this in parti- 
cular, that it brings to mind thoſe Actions which their 
being alive had made to be forgot. Tis a certainTruth 
indeed, rejoined Bella; the Remans never 17 * 
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Value of Corio/anus, till they had baniſh'd him, and the 
Volſcians, who had been ſo often defeated by him, had 
made him their General, and under his Conduct drawn 
Victory to their Side. What a prodigious Alteration in 
the Raman Affairs was occaſion'd by the Death of Quin- 
tus Fabius? Did not that of Marcellus hinder the 
City of Locri from being taken? ——— Scipio had no 
ſooner loſt his Life, than the Carthaginians thought 
themſelves Conquerors, and the Romans overcome; and 
ſo it would have happen'd, reply'd Or/ames, had it 
not been for the Prudence of Publius Volumnius, who 
ſeeing the Conſul Valerius fall dead, cover'd him him- 
ſelf and conceal'd his Loſs ſo well, that the Army 
knew nothing of it till the Battle was over. The very 
Preſence of Camillas terrified the Enemy, and he was 
always attended with Victory. The Reputation of 
Alexander was ſo ſpread, that he was known in the 
moſt diſtant Countries; every body thought it an Ho- 
nour to obey him, and deſpiſed all other Leaders. 
 Ta1s Converſation having laſted till the Hour for 
walking, the Company repair d to the River · ſide. The 
Converſation for ſome time turn'd on indifferent Things; 
but at length falling on Poetry, the agreeable Felicia 
ſaid ſhe would entertain Beliſa with a Piece that had 
never been ſeen, and which ſhe believed would pleaſe 
her. They all defir'd her to read it, which ſhe did 
with a becoming Air and Softneſs in her Voice. 


f OLYMPI1A in Deſpair, 8 
Am Irregular, ODE. 
BART, diteffing all Sectetyy... 
| Since ſhun'd by him I only with to fee, 
I fly the chearleſs Sight of Human Kind, X 
Seek Solitude befitting my ſad Mind: 
Where unalarm d and free 

Fram Inſults and from Flattery, 
Senſe in a LethPry of Thought, n 
ver 3 Might 


* 
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Au future Time glide on, unfelt, in 
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: Might be diſſolued, Timolion forgot, 


bleſs Se N 3 
But auben ko unfrequented Wilds Irun, 
Or hide me in ſome Day-defying Gloom ; © 
Where the bright Lamp of Hauen nc er ſhone, 


And Night ſeems ever but begun! 
Cruel Remembrance perſecutes me Hill, 

And diſappoints my Bill; N r 
Shews what 1 was, with what 1'm now become, 
Aud racks my Brain with curs'd fon. 


Each 
To terthre or 


With Shews of Pleaſure, or wwith real Paix, 


Hope, flatt'ring Paraſite, is always near, 
Opas A ta him, flands Tyrant Fear, 


Both have encugh to ſay, and both by turns engreſi my Ear. 


Long they fliruggle, but in vain, 

D-Jpatic Rude to gin. 
Their Strength is equal, my divided Soul 
Yields now to this, and then to that's Controul ; 

Aud whilft efmeither fiſpo rf, 
Both with convulfive Fury rend my bleeding Brea ſi, 
Thought warring againſt Thought, Jike meeting Nas, 
Daſh ver each other with tumultuous Force, © 
O'erwhelming all within their rapid Courſe, * 


Al! rage at once, all conguer and yet none ſubfidr. 


My Mind a Chaos of Confuffon ſeems, N 
Doubt-kilPd Expectancr, foon as born, oe 


Ten thouſand Horrors the bort Foy fuccerd, © © ® oy, 
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And each new Thought does a new Fury breed. 

WW and abortive Schemes 
Defpair-check'd Wiſhes, and untam'd Deſires, 

' Numberle/:, nameleſs, Cuntradictions riſe, 
Driving, in Storms, my ſeatter'd Senſe about; 
Determination, her fought Aid denies. 

And Madneſi reigns throughout ! | 
So when ver Buildings fir'd, a Whirkwind rides, 
And every way th'excontric Flame divides, 

Some fnatch'd aloft in blazing Volumes Js 3 

Ad paint with dreadful Radiance all the Shy ; 

White others thwnward burPd, 

At firſt, devour the humble Duſt, and crawl! 72 * 
Till at their Lot enrag'd, this gal ber round. 

rid fpread wit Ruin thro" H affrighted Warld. 


1 wovuy fain be acquainted with Olympia, faid Ju- 
na; theſe Verſes give me a very great Eſteem for her, 
She very well deſerves to be efteem'd, replied Felicia, 
and her Adventures woald be extremely worthy your 
Attention; but I am engaged to Secrecy for ſome time. 
In ſpeaking thefe Words, by chance ſhe caſt her Eyes on 
Arimomt, and found him ſo much alter'd, that ſhe alk” 
him alond, if he were not well; which made all 
Company obſerve him with Coricern : Tis nothing, faid 
he to them, with extreme Sorrow, the Name of Olympia, 
and the Repetition of thoſeVetles, has remindedt me of 
a very great Misfortune ; but I beg you will give me 
leave to imitate the Diſcretion which ſhe has enjoin'd 
F:licia, and aſk me no Queſtions. .. 7 . 

Tuts Diſcourſe made that Lady thoughtful for 
ſome Moments, and partly diſcovering the Myſtery the 
had been let into but imperfectiy, repented her having 
mention'd O/y»mpia before him: But to interrupt a Con- 
verſation which was becoming ſerious. we muſt lay no 
Conſtraint upon our Friends, ſaid ſhe, and, without 
E Arinient on a Subject which is painful to him, 

hope he will excuſe our Care for him, ſince it pro- 
eve from: dar Eiteem: 1 Wotlk be glad if Flerinds 


[ 82 J 
aud Camilla, continu'd ſhe, turning to them, would tell 
us their Hiſtory, and the Beginning of that agreeable 
CR unites them. With all my Heart, ſaid 
Camilla, laughing, pray attend; for I am going to be- 
gin. We are the Daughers of two Siſters, and con- 
ſequently Couſin- germains; we were brought up toge- 
ther, and left Miſtreſſes of ourſelves very young. Sym- 
pathy, in concert with Nature, has united our Hearts ; 
our Fortunes are in common; we live together without 
Envy or Ambition, but eſpecially without that Paſſion 
which is call'd Love,; by this you may gueſs we have 
not many Adventures to tell you. The Company 
lavgh'd heartily at Cæmilla's gay Humour. Truly, 
ſaid Orophanes, if every body liv'd ſo, Orſames and 
Julia would not have ſo much engroſs'd our Attention. 
Camilla can't impoſe upon me, cried Urania, what- 
ever ſhe ſays; I have ſometimes ſeen her Gaiety changed 
into a Thoughtfulneſs, and Florinda's Gravity has fre- 


for ſeem'd to me to be mixt with a ſoft compoſed 


Joy, that ſufficiently denoted the Situation of her Heart. 
Don't deceive yourſelf, beautiful Urania, anſwer d Ca- 
milla briſkly, tis for the Convenience of our Friends 
we are ſo; and that we may not be both alike tireſome, 
when Flerinda jeſts, I grow ferious ; and when I fol- 
low the Vivacity of my Temper, ſhe becomes grave: 
And, by this Alteration, we find the Secret of not grow- 
ing tedious to thoſe we would oblige. Every bod 
3 Camilla's agreeable Turn. It muſt be allow 
ſaid Orophanes, that Wit is an Ingredient very neceſſary 
for Converſation. He that is bleſt with it, is never tire- 
ſome to himſelf nor Company. There are ſo many Sorts 
of Wits, replied F/orinda, that one can't engage not 
to be wearied with ſome of them. "Tis true, faid Ju- 
Ia, and one ought to be aſſur'd that one is poſleſs'd of 
| the only true Sort before one can think one's ſelf agree- 
181 | able. And yet, cry'd Beliſa, there are ſome IE 
iti avaſt deal, and are yet diſagreeable. I know ſome Per- 
| ſons of moſt profound Learning and great Knowled 
Wich whom ] can't ſo much as amuſe my ſelf; and I 
| | have ſome Friends of not near ſo ſublime a Underſtand- 
| | * MEM 3 
ö 

| 
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ing, whoſe Converſation charms me, becauſe pethaps . 


their Wit is nearer my Reach, and that I have not Ca- 
pacity enough to comprehend the other's, That's very 
modeſt, ſaid Uraxnia, but when one is as knowing as 
you are, every thing is in one's Reach. I have a ork 


- 


upon the Subject, which may decide the Queſtion; tis 


writ by a Friend of mine, addreſs'd to another: This 
is it, ſaid ſhe, pulling out a little Book. a 


6 


4 Diſſertation upon Wit. 


ALLING to mind the Converſation that you and 
I had together one Day, the Humour took me to 


| put down in writing what I had ſaid to you, in Oppoſt- 


tion to your Exceſs of Modeſty, in which you ſeem's to 
me to ſurpaſs yourſelf: You maintain d, in choſen Terms 
and with Expreſſions full of Vit, that you had no 
Wit. It ſeem'd to me a pleaſant Thing, to ſee you 
make uſe of the greateſt Learning, accpmpanied.with 
all the Graces of Eloquence, the moſt beautiful Sup- 
porters of Wit, to prove to me your want of Wit; this 
makes me ſpeak to you now, as if I did not want it, 
and endeavour to define it: So much Boldneſs does your 
too great Modeſty enforce me to commit. 
In my Opinion, there are three Sorts of Men of Wit ; 
the Man of Learning, the Pedant, and thenatural Genius 
that is cultivated; the Scholar is ſeldom ſo agreeable as 
he is 2%; as his Genius, ſhut up in a Study, comes out 
of it with Pain, always retaining the Gloomineſs of that 
Place which has been the Scene of his producing, per- 
haps, a great N beautiful Things, yet hinders him 
from ſaying them in common Con verſation; being tos 
full of what he has done, or too much taken up with _ 
what he is going to compoſe, he ſeldom gets out of his 
Enthuſiaſm; and finding every thing beneath his own 
— — he's always ſerious and reſerv'd: I ſooner 
therefore chuſe to read his Book than hear him. ſpeak, 
Tun Pedant, puffed up with having paſs'd through 


all the Degrees ne 


28 


ET” a 
dne that does not underſtand Greek and Latin ; he makes 
it 3 Rule, always to particularize himſelf by ſome Opi- 
2 which he maintains with Violence: This makes his 
Learning tedious fatiguing, and his —— is 
>= ans Perſons of leſs Knowledge, more 
Senſe. 
Tus true Hit ſeems to me to be the natural Genius 
cultivated, wh has neither the Ill nature of the Sc halar, 
nor the Dogmatiſm of the Pedant; a Man, whoſe Educa- 
tion has been carried far enough to give him an Inſight 
into the Sciences, who is well read, and bleſs'd with a 
happy Memory, and with thoſe has ſeen the World, as 
we call it; this Man has more Wit than the Scholar, and 
more Learning than the Pedant; he joins to the beautiful 


8 of Converſation, a Solidity of Judgment. 
Let the 


Converſation turn on Hiſtory, or Fable, or Phi- 
loſophy ; his Memory lays before him every thing he has 
read, his Judgment makes him quote it @ propes, his Vi- 
wacity makes him tell it agreeably, and the Happineſs 


of his Genius inſpires him with Delicacy, and a Taſte: 


He wnderſiangs all Arts, without pradiſing them; he 
talks wiſely, yet agreeably; being well vers d in the Au- 
thors; his Judgment on them is and his Remarks 
juſt: Without making Yer/es, he underſtands Poetry: 
and without writing Books, he knows which of them. 
. is good, which is bad. For a Proof of my Afertion, 
don't we every Day ſee the Hi/torian and the Poet leave 
to the Man of Mis Determination, whether their Book 
or Poem be worth any thing or no? For the World has 
more Men of Mit in it than true Schalars. 
Tux Man of Learning knows the Man of Vit, and 
the Vit ſees the Faults of the Scho/ar, Muſt we have a 
fine Voice, before we can judge of Mac? Why not as 
well Mit without Scho/arfoip 7 It would be a great 
Misfortane on Nature, if it muſt always have the Embe- 
kihments of Art to make it paſſable. We cultivate the 
Earth, to make it produce with more Eaſe; but we 
don't load it with Things, to force it ta be fruitful: We 
don't diſregard the Field that affords us but one Crop in 
the Year, becauſe we know —— 
m 
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much, The Scho/ar, without Experience, or having 
ſeen the World, is like a Field that owes its Fertility to 
its having been till'd and dung d, which, notwithſtand- - 
ing the Labours of the Huſbandmen, ſoon returns to its 
native Barrenneſs: Such are the Mita that are full of 
logical Arguments, they conſume themſelves in deep 
Reaſonings where there is in reality but little Reaſon, 
and only a ſuperficial Hit, The Scholar thinks Learn- 
ing ſuſficient to render him witty, therefore neglects 
what might — make him ſo. On the contrary, the 
Man of Mit thinks he has none, becauſe he wants Scho- 
lanſbip; therefore, in order to repair this imagin d De- 
fect, he endeavours in every thing to enrich the Gifts 
he has receiv'd from Nature: This Application often 
him above the Schelar, always puts him on a 
ooting With him. Namen could not be ſaid to have 


Wit, it there was no enjoying that without Learning : 


for, generally ſpeaking} they arc not Schalars, yet are 
endowed with a Delicacy of Expreſſion, and a Facility 
in writing well. Theſe Gifts of Nature raiſe them to 
ſuch a Pitch, that the brighteſt Men of Learning often 
efteem their Deciſions well enough to refer, to them. 
Tis therefore not neceſſary to be a Grecian, a Latini, 
4 Arias, Meta iar, Rhetarictan, or in Aa 
hd. Prilg/apher, in order to be a Vit. yr 

Oxs may ſpend whole Days with Pleaſure in the 
Company of a Man, whoſe natural Genius has been cul - 
tivated and unprov'd, and but a very ſmall Time with 
one, whoſe Learning is entirely infus'd into him. One's 
Imagination cannot be always on the Stretch to ſuch 
exalted Objects; it muſt ſtoop to reit itſelſ, and return 
to its native Simplicity. Tis the Center of its Re- 


poſe. It»; RD! b = | - . 
In ſhort, there are ſo many Things requiſite towards 


maintaining the Title of a Scholar, that when I'm ſple- 


netic, I even prefer gnarance to it; and I maintain, that 
he who has à natural and an improv' d Genius, ſuch as 
J have deſcribed, ſurpaſſes the: Scholar and the Pedane 
in every thing, and has more Vit. i 


Win 
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Wax Urania had done reading, the Company 
thank ' d her for having communicated it to them, and 
thought it was well written. Oropbanes, who had, 
with an outward Appearance of Reſerve, a very amiable 
Temper, finding that the Converſation ſtill continued 
ſerious, endeavour'd to enliven it. I am very much 
afraid, ſaid he, that Felicia won't allow me to have 
any Wit now ; the Work I've juſt heard read, makes 
me tremble: And if, in order to pleaſe, one muſt have 
ſach a Wit as that deſcribes, I am an undone Man. 
There are ſo many different Ways of pleaſing, replied 
Urania, that your Wit may eafily find one of them : 
I don't ſee you have ſuch great Reaſons for your Ap- 
ö — You flatter me agreeably, Madam, an- 
er'd he, but I would fain kgow, for my Satisfaction, 
if charming Felicia finds ittle Matter that's plea- 
ſingin my Mit. I ſhall take care, ſaid ſhe, laughing, 
not to explain myſelf on that Head; for if I ſay your 

it does not pleaſe me, you'll be chagreen'd at it; and 
if I tell you it does, you will make an Advantage of it, 
that I am not willing to let you. That's as much as to 
ſay; anſwer d Orophanes, that you treat my Wit as you 
do my Heart; you let my Fate be always undetermin'd. 
Dear The/amont, continued he, turning to him, I beg 
you to take Felicia apart, and find out what ſhe thinks 

of my Wit, © | | Nam #4) 

- THELAMONT ſmiled at his Friend's Requeſt ; 
This is a pleaſant Piece of Inquiſitiveneſs, ſaid he: Can 
you make any queſtion about what Felicia. thinks on 
that Article? She has too much Wit herſelf, not to 
know the full Extent of the Merit of yours. That is 
not enough, anſwered he, I would have her tell me her - 
- felf, and then I could judge whether my Perſen might 
1 1m APY — he if I were {ure Tar 
| ppi p her. The Expreſſion 
very much diverted the Company, and Felicia was 
forced to on, that he had all the Wit requiſite to- 

wards making him perfectly amiable. 1 | 
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I wovLD fain be learned, ſaid Florinda, for I think 
nothing is ſo great a Pleaſure as to excel others in Know- 
ledge. Tis a very praiſe · worthy Ambition, ſaid The- 
lamont, for Learning has been always reſpected and 
rever'd by the greateſt Men. Pliny tells us, that a 
certain Man came from Cales to Rome, on purpoſe to 
ſee Titus Liuy, which he would not have done to have 
ſeen Auguſtus Ceſar, who ruled the whole World; nor 


even to have view'd Rome, which was then the Metro- 


polis and Magazine of the Univerſe. Cato, after 
having led the Roman Armies, ſet himſelf about writ- 
ing on the military Art, ſaying that the Valour of a 


Man could but be uſeful to the Commonwealth for a 
little Time, but that the Counſels he ſhould leave in 


writing would be ſo always. Which made Cicero ſay, 
added Or/ames, that he eſteem'd Solos as much as Te- 
miftocles, his Victory having been ſerviceable but once, 
but that the good Inſtructions that Solon had left behind 


him, would be eternally uſeful. *Tis true, ſaid Oro- 


2 one can't too much prize good Counſel, tis the 
hing in the World the moſt neceſſary both for Prinees 
and private Men. Conon the Athenian being Gene- 
ral of the King of Perfia's Army, found all his Defigns 
diſappointed and traverſed by the great Men at home, 
who, jealous of his Glory, made him want not 

Money, but even the moſt neceſſary Requiſites for the 
Execution of his Projects; he made ſeveral Complaints, 
but his Enemies prevented their reaching the King's 
Ear. He was obliged to ſend a Man nid yang he 
could confide, who having the goed Fo to gain 
Admiſſion to the very Throne, he ſowell ſet forth the 
Neceſſity of the Army, and the Deſpair of the Gene- 
ral, that the King, unknown to his Miniſters, wrote 
him word with his own Hand, that he had nothing to 
do but to adviſe him how to remedy theſe Misfortunes- 
Conon anſwer'd him, that he muſt put the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Finances into one body's Hands, and let 
him be Maſter of the Treaſure of the Army. The 
King gave immediate Orders that it ſhould beſo. Then 
Canon, Diſpoſer of the Money and Army, * 


[ 
4 
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the Enemy's Country, ravaged it, took their Cities, 
Numbers of Slaves, and return'd to 
Court, loaded with the Honours that were due to his 
Victories, with the glorious Title that the King gave 
him, of a great Captain and a wiſe Counſellor. — 

Tu1s puts me in mind, ſaid LCrania, of the Anſwet 
that was made by a certain Perſian General, who be- 
ing aſk d, why his Enterpriaes were ſo unfortonate, tho? 
his Diſcourſes were ſo prudent, and his Meaſures ſo well 
taken, replied, That he alone was Maſter of his Thoughts 
and Words, but that Fortune, the King, and the _ 
were of the Execution, This Anſwer was very juſt, ſaid 
Orephanes, and the more ſo, becauſe Jealouly and pri- 
'vate Intereſt are often more regarded than the public 
Good. Hence comes the falſe Maxim of moſt of thoſe 
who are in Power, never to advance thoſe in whom 
ſee the Talents and Virtues capable of making them 
ſurpaſs or come up to themſelves, even tho' the State 
wants them. This is indeed a general Rule among Po- 
liticians, replied 4rimont, yet a neighbouring Hand 
does at preſent affordus a very noble Inſtance of an Ex- 
ception to it. There the great Publicus Severinus 
* being at the head of Affairs, n 
a certain Introduction to Preferment. With P 
« ſure he embrates any _—_ nity of promotiag the 
Man that is moſt likctyre ſe 
„ try; no little Jealouſies or private Intereſts ſway his 
% Atftions,. but, like the Dew of Heaven, his Favour 
« lights moſt on the moſt conſpicuous, being indeed 
«. born with all the Talents requiſite for the forming 0 
complete Stateſman; and having improv'd and 
« fected them by his Learnin * great Know wi 
in Mankind, he need not ear the being excell'd, or 
«: even equall'd: But yet few, that had 2 his Gene- 
4 rofity of Soul, would have ſhared his Power with, 
4 und admitted as Partner into the Management of 

« the Finances, a Man ſuch as Lacius Hiſpanicus, 
„ whoſe Abilities were ſo well known to him, and who 
1 hadeftabliſh'dſoſhining a Reputation for his profound 
"6 2 in the Management of „ 
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— when ſome Years ago he bore a public 


in a certain foreign Court; theſe Per- 
« fections, I ſay, wauld have render'd him a — 


46 


# titor to have been dreaded by any other than Seve- 


„% rinus.” 


Brio this, ſaid eee, there are ſo many 
Accidents in War, which 7 — on ſo many ſeeret 
Springs, and are ſo various, a Chief can never be 


cartain of conquering or ſucceeding, not being ſure of 


always having the ſame People for and againſt him; 
Time, Place, and Opportunity ofteneft determine his 
Glory and Good Fortune. Alexander, without con- 
tradition, endo to — — — ow d 
Fart of its Splendor to the gcarcity o 
his time. we of Din in havin 
Men or 2 — ;zaR 
made to that Prince, that his . —— 
much leſs, if be had had, to have ſought 
Valerius, a Corwinus, a Malin, a Torguatus, op 
cius, a Papirius, or Game other Hero of ancient Nome, 
the leaſt of whom.defery'd all his Trium 
"Twas not, ſaid Beli/e, a difficult mung e conquer 
a Prince ſo eſfeminate as Darius, who was hinder'd by 
Luxury from undetſtanding true Slory and Virtue, and 
who always carry'd with him a Train of Women and 
Courtezans.  'Tis certain, added Onfames, that there 
are Moments favourable for Heroiſm and Heroes: Tum 
not ſurpri d that the Nau were ſo ſaccefsfal in their 
Wars, ſince, by their Prudence join'd to their natural 
Valour, they even forced Fortune to be on their Side, 
and prevented their receiving any fatal Blows from ber, 
by their Application in conſulting even the T and 
e to lead 
their Armies. This is ſo true, | that having ne hs 
Aſtrubal pitch'd upon Clamdius Nero, a eons 
er and Captain, but-ſo daring and enterp 
that he ght nothing capable of — dp Hy 
ve him ſor Collegue, and with an 5 
in Jalfuntbr, valiant, but at the fame time pro 
pry gryy and Who, When he aim d at V 


T3 
made uſe of all the Precautions neceſſary to prevent the 
Caprice of Fate. On the contrary, Claudius Nero was 
for gaining ſignal Victories at all Hazards. Aſarubal 

laid ſeveral Snares for them; in which the Impetuoſit 7 
of Nero had fallen, had it not been owing to the cool! 
Sagacity of Salixator. This Conduct of his was fo | 7 
happy, that one Day, when it was his turn to com- | 
mand, having in return laid a Snare for Aſarubal, which 
the cunning Carthagintan could not avoid, Saliuator 
attack d and defeated him, gaining ſo compleat a Vic- 
tory, that the Romans decreed a Triumph for him 
alone; though he very much ſolicited the Senate, that 
Nero might partake, his Intentions doing him as much 
Honour as his Victory; the Romans did the ſame with 
Fabius Maximus and Marcellus. 
I TrNE, interrupted Camilla, that you have 
ciently ſhewn-your Wits and Memories; and notwith- 

the Pleaſure we take in liſtening to you, we 
ought to think that the Hour of Supper is come, with- 
out our having ſtirred from one Place. That is as 
much as to tell us in an obliging Manner, anſwer'd 

. Orophanes, that you are equally fatigued with our Diſ- 
courſe, and ſetting ſo long. No matter, ſaid Fe/i- 
cia, riſing, I think Camilla is in the right; for fince 
Zeliſa is obliged to go away early to-morrow Morn- 

ing, it is but reaſonable to advance the time of her 

going to reſt. | + of 1 
Ar cheſe Words all the Company got up to take a 
turn in the Garden; they had not walk d far, when 
Urania mils'd Ari mont; upon my Word, ſaid ſhe to 
Beliſa, Ari mont gives me a great deal of Uneaſineſs, he's 
ſo- infinitely an! cane that one may eaſily perceive 
*tis/ the greateſt Conſtraint imaginable to him to give 
Attention to; any thing but his own Sorrows. We have 
done our utmoſt Endeavours, anſwer'd Beliſa, to diſ- 
cover the Cauſe, without being able to ſucceed; Or- 
james, for whom he has fo great an Eſteem, cannot 

t any thing out of him: We imagine it, however, to 
e occaſion'd by Love. Iam of your Opinion, faid 
Felicia, and Olympia's Name gave him ſo much Cpn- 


cern 
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cern juſt now, that I am apt to believe that beautiful 
Lady is the Perſon he's in love with, tho' I can't well 
conceive how he ſhould know her; for Olympia is 
obliged, by ſome very extraordinary Misfortunes, to 
fly from Province to Province, and from Cloiſter $0 
Cloiſter, not ſuffering herſelf to be ſeen by any body ; 
I only ſaw and entertain'd her by great Chance. A 
Niece of mine who is in religious Orders, being deſi- 
rous I ſhould be preſent at the Ceremony of her taking 
the Vows, begg d me to ſpend a Fortnight with her: 
I went, and taking notice of the ex inary Beauty 
of all the young Ladies, ſhe aſſur' d me that there was 
one Who | urpals'd them all, but that ſhe kept. herſelf 
hid with the greateſt Care. This excited my Curioſity, 
and I begg'd my Niece to contrive that I might ſee her. 
She, with a great deal of Difficulty effected it, for the 
next Morning ſhe enter'd my Chamber, leading the Fair 
unknown; to whom ſhe ſaid, preſenting. me to her, 
Charming Olympia, fear nothing, for Felicia is diſ- 
Creet. I found her ſurpriſingly beautiful, and begg'd 
her to excuſe my Curioſity; ſhe did the ſame, for 
having heſitated in ſatisfying it: But Madam, added 
ſhe, I have eſſential Reaſons for not being known; and 
they beginning to be inquiſitive about who I am, even 
here, I ould already have quitted this Place, had it 
not been for the Intreaties of Celia (meaning my 
Niece;) but the tender Friendſhip, I have for her, has 
made me comply with her Requeſt, as well in ſtaying 
here a few Days, as in appearing before ou. 
I THanx'p her for her CID our Acquaint- 
ance begun but that Day; but at length ſhe put ſo 
much Confidence in me, that ſhe partly told me what 
occaſioned her concealing herſelf, ing me to diſco- 
ver nothing till ſhe ſhould give me the Liberty either 
by Word of Mouth, or Letter. She preſented me 
with ſeveral of her Works, her Mind being as beauti- 
fully adorn'd as her Face. I have hitherto kept her Se- 
cret inviolably, but thinking her Name of no Conſe- 
quence, becauſe ſeveral might be of the ſame, I ven- 
tured to mention it; But Arimont has taught me, that 
| mn 


mo : 

'ma/Secret, the leaſt thing is to be conceal'd. It is 
now two Years ſince I ſaw her, and I have not heard 
the leaſt News of her ſince; only my Niece ſent me 
Word, a'few Days after I had left her, that Olympia 
Was gone away, but that nobody knew whither. 

 , Turpsx are very odd Circumftances, ſaid Urania, 
and we muſt be contented with remaining in Ignorance ; 
Sor I know Felicia's Diſcretion ſo well, that I am ſure 
we ſhall not be able to get more out of her. I aſſure 
you, anſwer'd ſhe, that were it my own Secret, I 
would long ago have truſted you with it, never defiting 
to hide any thing from my true Friends. But this is 
not'a _ Affair, but may be of very ill — 4 
- quence, prejudice a young Lady who is very dear 
to me. She was fo ene ef being diſcover'd, 
chat me never told me the Names of her Family, nor 
"of thoſe coneern'd in her 1 but the Matter of 
Fact is er lar, that were one 
but never ſo little defirous of diving into the Bottom of 
it, it might be eafily diſcover d; which es me to 


make uſe of the Circumſpe&ion, But, faid 
'Orophanes, I can't com if it be true that 


- Arimont is in love, what Reaſon he has to be melan- 
holy ; if he is belov'd, he muſt be happy; if he is 
"hinted, his Grief would render him amiable. | 
Tov judge of others by yourſelf, ſaid Felicia, and 
"becauſe your Humour makes you bear every thing with 
- Indifference, you think the whole World can do the 
ſame. As for me, ſaid F/orinda, I can eaſily conceive, 
that an unfortunate Paſſion may make one's Life bur- 
denſome; Every thing that attacks the Heart, is diffi- 
cult to be 7 — the Efforts that are made to ren - 
der Reaſon victorious, ſerve often but to ſtrengthen the 
Diſtemper; and this I believe is the Condition of the 
unhappy Arimont. Whatever it be, ſaid Beli/a, tis 
a Diſadvantage to his Friends, as well as to himſelf, 
that his Melancholy does not allow him to make him- 
elf Known. 80 it is, added Julia, for he has a great 
deal of Merit, his Mind is beautifully adorn'd, his 
Sentiments are generous, and his Perfon amiable, this 
2 * 
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iz enough to make him be agreeably receiy d by every 
body. But, Madam, ſaid Orophanes, addreſſing him- 


ſelf to Beliſa, you have known A imont a erable 
time, was he always thus melancholy? As L had na 
Correſpondence, ſaid ſhe, with Armira, his Mother, 
but on Orſamess Account, and that Arimont was the 
Object of our Law - Suit, I never knew him perfectly 
but on Armira's Death, and have always ſeen him thus 
afflicted. I might have thought it had been occaſion'd 
by his Concern for the loſing ſo conſiderable an Eſtate, 
if he had not behaved himſelf. ſo very handſomely in 
that Affair, and with ſuch a diſintereſted Greatneſs of 
Soul that left no room to harbour any Thought diſad · 
vantageous to his Generoſity; and ſince the Neturn 
of Or/ames, he has had ſo tender a Friendſhip, and ſo 
a Deference for him, tho he is three Years elder 
than himſelf, that I can no longer doubt of the Noble- 
neſs of his Sentiments. So, ſaid Camilla laughing, I 
find we muſt accuſe Love alone for it,. and I foreſee- 
that Arimont s Silence, and Felicia's Diſcretion, will 
have the ſame Period. . 
Wurst this Converſation led the Company -inſen- 


fibly towards the Houſe, Or/ames and Thelamont, who 


walk'd ſlowly behind them, had one equally affecting: 
for Orſames, whoſe Heart ſympathiſed with his, after 
"Tome other Diſcourſe, told him the Joy it was to him 
to have ſeen and known Urania, that he could not 
enough admire her; and I think you happy, continud 


he, dear Tbelamont, in being fated to ſpend your Days 


with a Perſon of her Merit. Alas! anſwer d he, that 
Moment. is Rill a great way off, and I meet with ſo 
many Obſtacles to my Happineſs, that I very much 
fear I never ſhall obtain it. But who is it, ſaid Orſa- 


mes, that can hinder ſo agreeable an Union? I don't 


ſee that you have either of you Father or Mother to 


oppoſe it; you ſeem to me both of you at your mn 
Diſpoſal, and I cannot apprehend what it is that 
obliges you to defer your Felicity. Pardon me, added 
he, for taking thx Liberty ; the Eſteem and Friendſhip 
J have for you, occaſion d it: But, if my Curiofity-. 


gives 
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gives you any Pain, I will impoſe an eternal Silence 
2 it. You do me a Favour, Orſames, re- 
ply'd Thelamont, for beſides its being à Relief to com- 
municate our Grief, I have ſo great an Inclination for 
you, that it is impoſſible for meto hide any thing from 
you. Know therefore, that I have to combat one 
more terrible than a whole Family put together. 

URANIA having betimes loſt the Authors of her 
Birth, found herſelf left in the Power of a Guardian, 
who, not-content with enjoying her Eſtate, will alſo 
have her Perſon; and as her Father in his Will has 
order'd, that ſheſhall not marry but with her Guar- 
dian's Approbation, and that he is fallen deſperately in 
love with her, ſhe is far from being her own Miſtreſs. 
He would have forced her to have married himſelf ; 
but Urazia having an incredible Averſion for him, did 
her utmoſt to get out of his Power. I became ac- 
quainted with her in the Height of her-Diſpute with 
him. To ſee and love her, was with me the ſame 
thing; but not daring to declare myſelf, I endeavour'd 
to comfort her, and ſerve her in her Law-Suit with 
him, to the utmoſt of mine, or my Friend's, Power, 
My Cares and Silence ſucceeded ; having obtain'd that 
ſhe ſnould be taken from her Guardian's Cuſtody, and 
that he ſhould reſtore her Part of her Eſtate on Condi- 
tion that ſhe ſhould not marry during his Life; he 
always thinking that ſhe would change her Mind, and 

that Intereſt would oblige her to marry him. 

In the mean time, Urania being ſenſible of the 
Zeal with which I had ſerved her, tho' her Guardian, 
whom I ſaw every Day, knew nothing of it, expreſs'd 
her Graitude to me, which gave me an Opportunity of 
declaring my Paſſion. She did me the Honour to own 
ſhe had perceiv'd it before; but that, not being at her 
own Diſpoſal, ſhe begg'd me to conceal it ; fince which 
time, I have conſtantly viſited her, and, in Proportion 
to the new Graces I have every Day diſcover'd in her, 
my Love has mcreaſed. Geront (for that's her Guard- 
ian's Name, has ſome Regard for me, becauſe he knows 


nothing of my Paſſion, not being well enough —_— 
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de world to be inform'd of it either by thoſe w 


know it, or by thoſe who but ſuſpect it. | 

URANIA had no ſooner: thus obtain'd her Liberty, 
but her Merit, Virtue, and Wit, gain'd her a great 
number of Friends; out of whom ſhe has ſelected a 


i few to be inceſſantly with her, that her Adious being 
* conſpicuous, ſhe might be ſafe from all Reflections. 


1FLATTER myſelf that ſhe eſteems me, but I can't 


be happy, becauſe I don't poſſeſs her, nor can't ſee her 


without a thouſand Witnefſes-; who though they are 
Friends; deprive me of a Liberty that I would pur- 
chaſe at the Hazard of my Life. | 
Tnus, my dear Friend, I have in a few Words told 
you the State of our Affairs; you muſt judge, that my 
Happineſs is not ſo near at hand, ſince it depends on 
the Death of Geront. I own, ſaid Or/ames, that you 
are to be pity'd ; but I can't help thinking that Ure-- 
nia might ſhake off ber Yoke, and by Law, reduce 
Geront to Reaſon. It's impoſhble, ſaid Thelamont, to 
make her give her Conſent to it ; ſhe dreads giving the 
World an * to talk of her: She even thinks 
tis ſhameful to own that ſhe refuſes Geront, on Pur- 
poſe to marry me: She had much rather ſuffer, than 
thus declare her Sentiments ; and her Severity is ſo 
great, that ſhe baniſhes from her Thoughts, as a Crime, 
the very Hopes of that Man's Death. This is a very 
valuable Character, anſwer d Orſames, and tho' it gives 
you reaſon to complain, it muſt inereaſe your Paſſion. 
As he ſaid theſe Words, they found elves ſo near 
the reſt of the Company, that they were obliged to lay 
aſide their private Diſcourſe, and render the Converſa - 
tion general. I believe, ſaid Orophanes, the Arrival 
of Beliſa will deprive me of every thing I love: The- 
lamont is intirely taken up with Orſames, and beauti- 
ful Felicia is by chance become the Confidante of 4ri- 
mont's Afflictions; what myſt become of poor me? 
This Reproach, reply d Felicia, is pretty obliging to 
Thelamont, but very offenſive to me. is not ſo diſ- 
advantageous as you think it is, ſaid Camilla; Oropha- 
nc apprehends left. Ari mont's Melancholy. ſhould find 
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Relief in:yonr/Converſation; and; to ſay the Truth, 


I know no body ſo capable of making one forget the 
greateſt. Misfortunes.. As The/ament and Or/ames were 


not preſent when Olympia was talk'd of, they begg'd' 


to know the Explication of this little Diſpute ; Beli/a 
gratify'd them; at the ſame time jeſting on what Oro- 
phaner had ſaid. I think, continu'd ſhe, that no body 


has reaſon to complain of what Orophanes has ſaid but 
myſelf: for, eſteeming him as I do, I ſhould be very 


ſorry to find; that the Sight of me had' done him any 
Prejudice. That's impoſſible, ſaid Thelamont, in the 


fame Strain, we have all gain'd by it; the acquiring 


ſack a Friend as Orſames, is a Preſent for which we 
cannot too much thank you. But yet, tho* he is be- 
come very dear to me, that makes no Alteration in my 
Heart towards my old Friends ; and if Felicia does 
not give more Conſolation to Arimont than I ſhall 
ſnew Inconſtancy to Oropbanes, he'll have no Reaſon 
to complain as he does. It muſt be allow'd, reply'd 
he; that Friendſhip has great Prerogatives; when I 
— — Ithought I had Reaſon for ſo doing; but 
the 


oment Threlamont o his Mouth, -I find I'm 


in the wrong. this time they were arrived 
im the Hall, where every thing being ready, they ſat 
down to Table. | 


Av Tzx' Supper, the Company finding the Night to 


be a very fine-one, return'd to walking; and as it was 


compoſed of Perſons of the greateſt Wit, the Conver- 
ſation ſoon fell on Subjects worthy of themſelves: And 
fir on the Liberty that Camilla and” Florinda'enjoy'd. 


Biliſa congratulated them on having it in their Power 
to give their Times up to their Friends, without any 
body's pretending to gain - ſay them. Tis true, ſaid 
Felicia,” that Liberty is the greate Hleſſing in Life; 


but our natural Ineonſtancy does not let us long enjoy 


it; we never knowing the Value of it till we have loſt 


it: and, notwithſtanding the preſent Tranquility of 


Camilla 's und Florinda's Life, they cannot be'aftured 

of its” being laſting. The RefleQion of Frlitia, ſuid 

Orophanes, is juſt and ſolid. in whatever" Skate 
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we're born, or whatever Condition we are in, we are 
ſill prone to a Defire of Change. There are daily In- 
ances of People, who, thro Chance, have it in their 
Powers to make themſelves happy, but the unſatisfy d 
Reſtleſſneſs of their Minds makes them quit the Road 
that is agreeable to their Genius. Hiſtory, ſacred and 
phane, is fill'd with the Misfortunes that Inconſtancy | 
brought Mankind into. The Hebrews are an au- 
thentic Example, ſince every body knows, that they 
being diflatisfy'd with the Children of Saul, demanded 
a King to govern them, God, on their Importunity, 
determin'd to ſatisfy them ; but he gave them warning 
by the Mouth of the Prophet, that the King that was - 
to rule over them ſhould be Maſter of their Lives and 
Fortunes; that, from being free, they ſhould; become 
Slaves ; and that he ſhould tyrannize over, and deſtroy 
them. They, notwithitanding this, ſtill perſiſting in 
their Requeſt, God puniſhed them, by granting it. 
Theſe very Hebrews were governAd by Patriarchs, Pro- 
. Captains, Judges, and at length by the High- 
rieſts, under whom the Nation was deſtroy'd and diſ- 
pers'd. Was there ever the like Inſtance of Inconſtan- 
cy? And how can one be ſurpriz'd at it in others, fince - 
we find it in a choſen People, who were the Lord's Inhe- 
ritance, and to whom ſo many Bleſſings were promis'd 
if they would but walk in/his Ways? | 
And the Romans, ſaid Or/ames, that powerful Re 
lic, that has produced ſo many great Men of all 
inds, and particularly in the Art of Goverpment, has 
it not alter'd its Form a thouſand and ch times? 
Have they not had Kings, Conſuls, and Dictators, fome- 
times a Senate, ſometimes Cenſors and Tribunes ; at 
laſt, not knowing where to pitch, have they not fallen 
into the Hands of ſeveral Tyrants, whoſe ill Conduct 
has occaſioned the ek the greateſt Empire 


that ever was? But, ſaid Camiſia, why do you-think 
it is the Inconſtancy of Mankind that has occaſion'd 
theſe Diſorders ? Could all their Prudence have hin- 


der'd the Fall of ſo many Empires, ſince it was decreed 
it ould be ſo? Ah! * Camilla, cry d Thela- 
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mnt, don't have ſuch a Notion as that; it will be con- 
demn'd'/by the whole World, and particularly in a Per- 4 
ſon of your Senſe and Virtue. Things never happen 
caſually, or by chance; nor thro' an invincible Ne- | 


ceſſity, or inevitable Deſtiny ; if it were fo, there would 
be no room for Policy ; and if all the Changes, Mo- 
tions, and different Succeſs of Things, could be attri- 
buted to Fortune or Chance, there could be no Reaſon. 
why one Thing ſhould happen before another. Twould 
be a Folly in Mankind to endeavour by Counſels or 
Prudence to accompliſh their Deſigns, or to avoid what 
they think will be prejudicial; fince all their Cares and 
- Watchings will not prevent what they apprehend, nor 
bleſs them with what they wiſh, unleſs it be decreed 
to be ſo; and if fo, it will happen if they ſtand ſtill. 
People that are of this Opinion, don't allow of there 
being a God; an Error that their own Eyes may con- 
vince them of daily; for tho' God be inviſible, he ma- 
nifeſts himſelf to Man by his Creatures. And, to quote 
the Royal Prophet, The Heaven declare the Glory of 
God: The Earth, the Sea, and all that therein is, ſhew- 
eth his Handy- e . This has been the Sentiment of 
even * — whoſe Souls have been enlighten'd; as 
Cicero, Tacitus, Juvenal, and in particular Claudian 
the Poet; who meditating on the Works of the Al- 
mighty, and reflecting on thoſe who impute every thing 
to Hazard, confeſſes ingenuouſly, that, conſidering the 
beautiful Diſpoſition, and the Agreement that is ſeen - 
in the whole Univerſe, even among Things that to our 
Eyes ſeem'diametrically oppos d, the unanimous Obe- 
dience, the Revolution and Conſtruction of that great 
Work, he ery'd out, that there muſt be a God, Wo 
had thus eſtabliſh'd--every thing, diſpoſed the Stars, 
given Light to the Sun, plac d Bounds to the Heavens, 
and ed the Earth in the midſt of the Univerſe; 
and, fince God was the Author, twas he that took 
care of his Works; and that not to acknowledge it, 
was to be wanting in Thankfulneſs to the Almighty, 
who alone is What he is through himſelf, and whoſe - 
Operations alone depend on his on Will, Whereas no- 
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happening which is decreed to happen, or that from 
not happening which is fated not to happen. Tho“! 
this is a Subject that ſeems to be far above Sur Com- 


. prehenſions, yet Thelamont explains himſelf fo well, 
and makes uſe of Expreſſions ſo natural and ſo well 
— adapted to our Underſtandings, that I beg him once 
nk more to tell us his Sentiments on this Opinion. I pro- 
mW teſt, Madam, reply'd The/amant, I have no Ambition 
1 of appearing wiſe; in what I ſay, I only ſpeak my 4 
y own, and, I believe, every reaſonable Man's Thoughts; © 
— | and tho I am in the Company of Ladies, yet, as they 
— have all of them bright Underſtandings, and are of an 
"7 exa&t Virtue, I explain myſelf in the ſame Manner as 
by. i wer before Men of the greateſt Learning. and 
tion. 1 5 8 | 
. To, anſyer therefore your, Queſtion ; I think the 
** Opinion of an abſolute Neceſſity is the greateſt of Er- 
ng | E 2 | rors, 


| L alk why the Sun ſhines on the Unjuſt as well as Juſt? | 


| Fi... 
rors, ſince it deſtroys the Free-will that is given to Man, 
by which he chuſes various Methods of arriving at 
different Ends, and without which he could not be ca- 
pable of meriting or demeriting ; for when Things are 


done by a Neceſſty or Conſtraint, a Man has not the 


Liberty of chuſing or acting, neither ought he to be 
puniſh'd or rewarded, prais'd or blam'd. People, in 
this Error, maintain too, that there is a Fatality, w 


has ſuch an Extent of Power, that, if you will beli 


them, nothing happens but what has been before de- 
creed to happen infallibly, at ſuch a Time, and in fuch 
a Manner, and that it is impoſſible to prevent it, or ſo 
much as to defer or haſten it; and, in particular, that 
the flouriſhing or decaying of Empires 1s not at all ow- 


ing to good or evil Government, but entirely to their 


Fate: Thus did the Pagers thi t Deſtiny over- 
comes all human Wiſdom, which is manifeſtly contrary 
to Man's Free-will. If by this Deſtiny mean the 
Will of God, on which all Things depend, I admit of 
it in that Senſe, ſince nothing can happen without his 
Permiſſion and Knowledge. Every thing certainly hap- 
as God has decreed it ſhould, that is to ſay, fore- 
{een ; and in whatever Manner he has foreſeen, ſo it 
will inevitably be, becauſe his Foreknowledge is infal- 
lible ; but, Men are ſtill free in theig Actions, becauſe 
his Foreſight is not the Cauſe of Things, no more than 
our Memory is of what is paſt, or Senſe is of what is 
t. How many Things have the Prophets fore- 
told by Dreams, . Revelations, and the Celeſtial Lumi- 
naries ? yet we don't think theſe Predictions or Prophe- 
cies have been the Cauſes of what happen'd, but only 
as Warnings for Mankind to avoid the Evils that were 
preparing for them. As for Deſtiny, or the Will of 
(God, I neither can nor will deny, but that the Fate of | 
Empires and Crowns depends on it, ſince all Power 
comes from God, who gives and takes away at his Plea - 
ſare, as abſolute Maſter of all, without any body's {| 
having Right to complain. Why did he love Jacob 
more than E/av? His Will is Deſtiny ; we may as well ) 
F 
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rate yourſelf from thoſe who eſteem you, and int 
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T sRALL ſay no more, continu'd Thelamont, {on 2 
Subject fo extenſive, that it may eaſily lead us to Re 
flections far above our grov ling Underſtandings. I 
am charm'd with your Diſcourie, ſaid Beliſa, and 1 
return you a thouſand Thanks for your Complaiſance, 


which iven us an Opportunity of admiring your 
and l I wiſh to God, faid Orſames, 


could. ſpend my whole Life with Thelamont ; twould 
ide away without Sorrow or Heavineſs. Tis true, 
faid Urania, we may always profit by his Converſation. 
"Tis for that Reaſon, ſaid Orepbanes, I quit him as lit- 
tle as poſſible. . 

I BEG a Truce to your Praiſes, interrupted The/a- 
mont, I no ways deferve them; if I have had the Hap- 
ron not to have been tireſome to you, 'tis owing to 

ruth, which is always pleafing, out of what Mouth 
ſoever it comes. We will conform ourſgſves to your 
Modeſty, fince you will have it ſo, ſaid Felicia; and 
fince Beliſa is reſolved to leave us To-morrow, let us 


- no longer keep her up. On which they returned to the 


Houſe, and having waited on Beliſa and Julia to their 

Apartment, they repair'd each to their own, with a 

Reſolution of waiting on them, and taking their Leaves 
in the Morning on 

ORSAMES found Simon in his Chamber in a 

ound M out of Which he ſcarce wak d him 

y his Embraces: How can you, faid he, always ſepa- 


my Happineſs by your exceſſive Griefs ? Why won't 
rather ſeek Relief, by communicating them to your 
riend, who is entirely attach'd to your Intereſts? You 
would ſee me leſſen your Grief, by ſharing the Burden 
with a Zeal that would convince you of. the Senſe I 
have of every thing that touches you. I ſwear to you, 
reply'd Ari mont, preſſing his Hang, that if my Secret 
were of a Nature that would admit of being revealed, 
a ſhould have already been appriz d of it; but ſuch 
my Misfortune, that I muſt ſaffer, without daring to 


diſcover the Cauſe of my Griefs ; you could not hear 
them without Horror; 4 would perhaps deprive me 
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of your Eſteem, and I ſhould then die with Shame and 
. "Deſpair. But, left you ſhould think me guilty of ſome- 
what worſe than 1 really am, I muſt own, that Love 
.occaſions all my Sorrow); but it is a Loye ſo extraor- 
dinary, the Circumſtances of which make me ſo eri- 
min „that it is enough I am odious to myſelf, of 

at becoming ſo to Ne whoſe Eſteem is ſo, 

_1_ Vain 

His Diſcourſe was ſo moving, that it Reed Or a- 

mes with Grief and Aſtoniſhiment; but not being will- 
ing to renew Arixzont's Afflictions, he preſs'd him — 
farther to explain himſelf, only aſſuring him, that 't 
not in the Power of any thing to leſſen the 'Friendihip 
he had for him. After which they went to Bed, all of 


them ſpending the Night according to the Satisfaction 
/ ar Diſquiet of their Minds 5 


THIRD DAY. 


dN CARCE. had the Sun appear d, when 
Diana and Felicia, being informed that 
EY Beli/a was up and ready to depart, re- 
BE pair'd-to them; Thelamont and Oropha- 
PAR nes did: the ſame: Beli/a and Julia not 
ſuffer'd that Camilla and Florinda ſhould be 
wak „ thoſe two beautiful Ladies faw them not be- 
fore they went. Urania and Felicia renew d the Aſ- 
ſarances of their Friendſhip with Julia and 
who join'd in intreating they would not be abſent at 
the Ceremony of the Marriage, which was to put Or- 
ſames in undoubted Poſſeſſion of all he wiſh'd. It 
being then Thur/aay, they agreed on ſetting out on the 
8 following. Thela mont and Or/ames bad con- 
ceiv'd ſo prodigious a Liking to each other, that it was 
not without the utmoſt Dificulty on both ſides that th 
ſeparated, tho for ſo ſhort a Time, and each bleſt — 4 
the Society of what they thought moſt valuable in the 
World. Urania, Felicia, and Orophanes, very much 
careſs' d the melancholy Arimont ; but at length this 
1 Company 2 themſelves, promiſing to 
meet 
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meet again ſoon : Urania and her Friends follow'd 
them' as long as they could with their Eyes, and when 
they bad loſt Sight of them, return'd to their Apart- 
ments. Tho' it was ſtill early, the Ladies went not to 
Bed again: Urania taking this Opportunity for Writ- 
ing, went into her Cloſet, where Thelamont follow'd 
her, glad to lay hold of this Opportunity of entertain- 
ing her alone: It is a great Affliction, Madam, faid he, 
to ſee others overcome all Obſtacles, and arrive at Hap- 
Pineſs, while I alone am in Uncertainty— Oh] too diſ- 
creet Uraria, had you that juſt Senſibility which my 
Paſſion merits, you would make me no longer envy the 
Fate of Or/ames. Unkind The/amont, reply'd ſhe, you 
ſpeak as tho“ you know not I bear at leaſt an equal 
Share in your Misfortune ; but we muſt leave the Relief 
of it to Time cannot bring myſelf to do any thing 
to the Prejudice of my Glory; Geront is of an Age pro- 
per to inſpire Reſpect and Veneration He has brought 
me up—1 am oblig'd to him for an Education that di- 
Kinguiſhes me in the World; my Father dying, ſubjected 
me to him, and his laſt Commands muſt be ſacred to 
me Content yourſelf with the Aſſurance I give you, 
that I neither can nor will be any one's but yours ; I 
have already promis'd you, and now confirm it with an 
Oath—ſhew therefore no farther Marks of Impatience, 
which may make me believe that you are not certain 
of continuing faithful, or that you ſuſpect me of In- 
| | ae , anſwer'd he, to have 
any ſuch Apprehenfions, and my Paſſion has, by your 
unequalF'd Merits, too ſolid a Foundation for any thing 
to eraſe it: But, Madam, is it not natural to wiſh to be 
n happy? I allow it is, anſwer'd ſhe, neither 
0 I prevent your deſiring it, but only to have Pa- 
tience. I am now going to write to Geront; I am ſur- 
ized Þ have not heard from him; he does not uſe to 
me be eaſy ſo long; perhaps he is fick, and if fo, you 
know my Preſence is abſolutely neceſſary at his Houſe: 
I'want to learn theReaſonof his Silence; if it is occaſion'd 
either by the Return of his Reaſon, or Death, I will not 
one Moment defer my Marriage with you. Thelamont 
| * 
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appear d ſatisfied with this tender Proteſtation, and after 
having, in the moſt nate Manner, expreſs d his 

ul Senſe of it, he withdrew, to leave her at Li- 
to write. He found Orophanes and Felicia in 
Camilla's and Flerinda's Apartment; rallying them 
agreeably for their Lazineſs, Tis true, ſaid Camilla, 
it has got the better of our Civility, and I ſhall never 
forgive myſelf for not bidding adieu to Beliſa. I was 
in hopes, added Florida, that Urania would have let 
us know before they went, or elſe I had not lain fo 
long. She would have call'd you, faid Thelamont, if 
Beli/a had not hinder'd her, ſo you have nothing to re- 
proach her with on that Account: But remember, ad- 
ded Orophanes, not to be ſo fleepy on Sunday Mom- 
ing, when we are to go to Beliſa's a Wedding 
is worth riſing an Hour ſooner for, eſpecially when it is 
like to be a happy one. It muſt be owned, ſaid Fe/i- 
cia, that there are but few ſo, and if one did but reflect 
before entring into that Engagement, one ſhould dread 
doing it: Tis nevertheleſs, in that, anſwer'd Thela- 
mont, the Happineſs of our Lives conſiſts; and I can't 
comprehend how it is, that it being with it ſo mach 
Trouble and Perplexity. *Tis the Fault of the Ladies, 
| faid Oraphanes ; when they are only Lovers, they pre- 
| ſerve an Air of Authority, which keeps Men within 
their Duty ; but when they are Wives, they become fo 
ſubmiſſive, that they loſe all their Power, and give us 
but too much over them. You think that you are in 
jeſt, interrupted Felicia ; but whether you will or no, 
you ſpeak Truth: Women are unhappy only when they ® 
are too good. That is not always fo, ſaid Camilla, 
laughing, I believe we are ſometimes in fault, and that 
tis not always the Huſbands who are the Aggreſſors. 
As ſhe ſpoke, Crania enter d; I think, ſaid ſhe, you 
make butan ill Uſe of the fineſt Morning that ever was. 
We can do nothing without you, replied Camilla. You 
are too obliging, reſum'd Urania; I wiſh I could in 
return find new Pleaſures for you every Day. | 
Turn ſhe aſk' d them if they had any Commands 
| to Paris, for ſhe had a Servant ready to receive them. 
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The two beautiful Couſi thank d her, but afur'd her, 
that when they follow d her, they had left nobody be- 
bind them dear enough to be enquired after. Our 
Friends, continued Camilla, b we are with vou; 
and ſince you have given them Leave to come to us, 
'tis their Buſineſs to lay hold af ſuch a Favour, or elſe. 
not expect to hear from us. If fo, ſaid Urazia, Ib 
the Favour of Thelamont to give Orders that my Mei- 
ſenger may ſet out ; and if you'll follow. my Advice, 
we l take a Tum in the Wood till Dianer-time. Ac- 
cordingly the Company went thither, and Thel/amont 
having join'd them, the Converſation was renew'd with 
its accuſtom'd Vivacity. Orophancs told Urania, that 
while the was writing they had heen taking notice of the 
little Agreement in Marriages ; the Meaning of it, ſaid 
Thelamont, muſt certainly be, becauſe Lowe has . 
rally the leaſt Part in makin them. —Intereſt and Policy 
being the only Things conſulted, tis no wonder that the 
Victims of fuch Hu diſagree among themſelves. 
What Thelamont ſays, reply'd Felicia, is very true; 
yet People that marry purely thro* Lowe, are alſo fre- 
quently 8 Lowe would laſt, how charming 


would he the Tie !—But Men are inconſtant, and Wo- 
men Coquettes both grow tir d with pleaſing but one 


Body, and the 75 roving Soul is impatient for new 
Conqueſts. Fitſt comes Indifference, Biſguſt ſoon fol- 
lows, and we repent of having enter d into Engage- 
ments which we once thought our greateſt Happineſs. 
This is a melancholy Deſcription of Marriage, ſaid Oro- 
» phanes, and if we were to believe Felicia, we would 
never marry, ſince the Bleſſing we propoſe by it is of fo. 
ſhort a Continuance. What I have aſſerted, anſwer'd ſhe, 
is in general; but as I know ſome Perſons incapable of 
Change, I will except them; but they are ſo few, that, 
I believe, I have advanc'd nothing but what I ſhall have 


too great a Number of Vouchers of. I am of Felicia's 
inion, faid Fe indu, and I can give you alittle Hiſtory. 


of an unhappy Marriage, tho“ grounded on Merit, a 
the tendereſt Affection; tis of the Princeſs de Ponthien,. 
I have taken it from an ancient Manuſcript, and as the 
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Stets pleas'd me, it bein en as a Truth, I took 
the Pains to put it into a more familiar Language, 
which will facilitate my telling it you; The Company, 
who knew that F/orinde had a natural Eloquence, and 
an Underſtanding thoroughly improv'd, begg'd cher 
to begin it, fince they might without Interruption, liſten 
to her till Dinner. She made no ſeruple of complying 
with their Requeſt, and every body being ſeated, ſhe 
thus began. a * 5, 


The Hiſtory: | of tbe Painctss de 
| PONTHIEU. 


-MONG all the great Families which flou- 

AX riſh'd in France, in the Reign of Philip the Firſt, 
the Count de St. Paul and the Count de Ponthieu were 
the moſt diſtingdiſh'd; but eſpecially the Count de Pon- 
dien, who, poſſeſſing a great Extent of Dominion, 
maintain'd the Title of Sovereign with inconceivable 
Magnificence. - He was a Widower, and had an only 
Daugliter, whoſe Wit and Beauty, ſupported by the 
ſhining Qualities of her Father, made his Court polite 
and ſumptuous, and had attracted to it the braveſt 
Chevaliers of that Age. The Count de S. Paul had 
no Children, but a Nephew, Son of his Siſter, by the 
Sieur La Domar, who was the only Heir of his Title 
and Poffeſſions. This Expectation was, for the preſent, 
his only Fortune; but Heaven having ſorm'd him to 
pleaſe, he might be ſaid to be one of them whoſe in- 
trinſie Worth is ſufficient to render em ſupetior to 
the reſt of Mankind: Courage, Wit, and a good Mien, 
together with a high Birth, made ample ment | 
for his want of Riches. This young Cavalier having 
made himſelf to be taken notice of by the Count de 
Ponthieu in a Tournament, where he had all the 
Honour; he conceiv'd fo * an Eſteem for him, that 
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he invited bim to his Offſk. The confiderable adn. 
tages he offer'd him there, were ſo much above w 
the Count de St. Paul's Nephew could for the preſent 
expect, that he embrac'd the Propoſals he made him 
with Pleaſure, and the Count thought himſelf happy 
in having prevail'd on him to ſtay with him. Thibault, 
for ſo Hiſtory calls this young Cavalier, was no ſooner 
at Court, than the Beauty of the Princeſs inſpired him 
with Admiration, which was ſoon ripen'd into Love; 
and it was but in vain that his Reaſon oppos'd, in re- 
reſenting how little he was in a Condition to make any 
Love is not to be controll'd—— 
But in ſome meaſure to 


uch Pretences. 
It is not to be repell'd. 
— his Temerity, he condemn d himſelf to an eternal 
lence: Yet, tho' his T e was mute, the Princeſs, 
who had as great a Share of Senfibility as Beauty, ſoun 
perceiv'd the Effect of her Charms written in his Eyes, 
and imprinted in all his Motions, and in ſecret, rejoice'd 
at the Conqueſt ſhe had gain'd. But the ſame Reaſons 
which oblig'd Thi to conceal his Sentiments, pre- 
vented her from making any Dflcovery of hers, and 
*twas only by the Language of their Glances, that they 
told each other that they burn'd with a mutual Flame. 
As at that Time there were great Numbers of ſo- 
vereign Princes, there were very often Wars between 
them ; and as the Count de Ponthieu had the greateſt 
Extent of Land, fo he was the moſt expos'd: But Ti- 
bault by his Courage and Prudence render'd him ſo 
formidable to his Neighbours, that he both enlarg'd 
his Dominions, and made the Poſſeſſion of them ſecure. 
Theſe unportantServices added to that Eſteem the Count 
and Princeſs had for him before ; but at laſt a ſignal 


Victory which he gain'd, and which was of the utmoſt 


Conſequenceto the Count, carried the Gratitude of that 
Prince to ſuch a Height, that in the middle of his 
Court, and among the joyful Acclamations of the Peo- 
ple, he embrac'd that young Hero, and begg'd him to 
demand a Reward for his great Services; aſſuring him, 
that did he aſk the half of his Dominions, he ſhould 


think himſelf happy in being able to weng 
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that his Ambition was entirely ſatisfied in havi 
able to do him ſervice ; but that he had another 
more difficult to be pleaſed, and that it was which 


9 „ 


an Oath inviolably ſacred in thoſe Times, that ther was 


in the Face of the Count at this 


forth Illcall you, 
to receive your Vos as favourably as I ſhall ſatisfy 


to the Princeſs's Apartment; Daughter, ſaid he, 


— 


V renderneſe and Graue, Teibeult, who had 
done nothing but with a View of rendering himſelf 
worthy of owning that Paſſion, he ſo long and — 
had conceal' d, encouraged by ſuch generous Offers, 
threw himſelf at the Feet of the Count, anſwering him, 


— 


aſhon 
begg'd 
a Boon of him, on which depended the whole Felicity 
of his Life. The Count prets'd him to an Explanation 
oftheſe Words, and ſwore to him by the Faith ofa Kni 


nothing in his Power he would refuſe him, This — 
miſe entirely recovering the trembling Lover front that 
Confuſion which the Fears that accompany that Paſſion 
_ involy'd him in, I preſume then, my Lord, ſaid 
„to beg I may have leave to declare myſelf the Prin- 
— — that I may ſerve and adore her in that 
Quality. I am not ignorant, continued he, of the Te- 
merity os my Wiſhes, but if a Crown be wanting to de- 
ſerve her, let me flatter myſelf with the Hope that this 
Sword, already ſucceſsful over your Enemies, may one 
Day, enforced by 5 make — — — of 
the Glory to whic . The — w 9 


poſſible to repreſent: He rais d 7 1 Ter and again 
tenderly embracin racing him, My Son, ſaid he, for ſo _ 
pray Heaven todiſpoſe my * 


He took him by the Hand wich theſe Words and led him 


as 1 


have nothing ſo dear to me as yourſelf, you alone can re- 
compenſe the Obligations I have to this young Warrior. 
The ReſpeR he has far you, makes him deſire 
only to be entertain'd as your. Knight; but I come to 
let you know, I would have you receive him as your 
Huſband. The Princeſs bluſhing, caſt down her Eyes; 
but being commanded to reply, ſhe confeſs'd the Choice 
he had made for her was agreeable to her Inclinations, 


F wichFlealyne ſhe fubeinedta beeFephag's. 
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Will. 72;bau/e thank de kind Conceſfon in Telllh 
thatteſtified his Exceſs of Tranſport. The Count per- 
.ceiving their mutual Wiſhes, ſuffer d them not to lan- 
iſh in Expectation of a g he had reſolv'd on; 
gave immediate Orders for t — 8 v4 p15 wore 
tions, anda few Days after it was celebrated with the 
Magnificence the Occaſion deſerv d. Hymen, in Agree- 
ment with- Love, only render'd their Flames more laſt- 
ing. Poſſeſſion was fo far from extinguiſhing them, 
that it ſeem'd to be the Torch which kindled them. 
The Count was charm'd with the happy Union he ſaw 
between them, and bis Heart could ſcarce decide which 
he moſt loved, his own Daughter, or Son-in-law. 
Two Years paſs'd away without any other Inter- 
reption of their Joy, chan the Want of Heirs ; and tho 
that no way diminiſh'd their Love, yet they thought its 
Perfection conſiſted in having firſt this Idea, which be- 
Sinning to give bent ſome Uneaſineſs, made him 
reſolve on a Progreſs to St. Fames of Galicia; that Age 
was not as this is, the Heroes ſought as much 
to ſhew their Piety, as their Courage; and what would 
now be thought a Weakneſs, at that Time gave a greater 
Laſtre to their Virtue. It was not ſurprizing there- 
fore to ſee the valiant Thibau/t take a Reſolution of 
going to Compoſtela; but the Princeſs not being able to 
hear a Separation from ſo dear a Huſband, would needs 
accompany him, and join her Vows with his; his un- 
bated Affection for her, made him receive the Propbſal 
with Joy, and the Count 4 Ponthien, always ready to 
oblige him, order'd an Equipage to be got ready, wor- 
thy of thoſe illuſtrious Pilgrims, being willing that they 
ſhould be well enough — to prevent any Ae- 
eicdent during their Journey. They ſet out, and the 
Nope of ſeeing them again in a little Time, leffen'd the 
Count's Affliction at the Separation. . 
Tur got fafe to a little Village, within a Day's 
Journey of Compoſeilz 3 there Thibanlt ſtopt, to reſt 
thePrinceſs: And the next Day, finding themſelves ſome- 
what ſatigu' d, he ſent his Attendants before him to 
provide ſor their eoming, that they might loſe no Time, 
n - 2 bl * 
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themſelves ſufficiently repoſed, they ſet forward; but 

having learned there was a dangerous Place in the Fo- 
reſt, — which they were obliged to paſs, the Prince 
ſent his Chamberlain to recall ſome of his People. Ne- 
vertheleſs they ſtill went on, and their ill Fortune en- 
gaged them in a Road, which had ſo many Croſs - ways 
in it, that they knew not which to take. The Rob- 
bers had made an eaſy plain Path, which led Travellers 
inta the moſt intricate Part of the Foreſt, getting Num- 
bers by this means into their Power: It was this fatal 
one, the unhappy Thibauit and his Lady imagined to 
be the right ; but they ſoon perceiv'd their Error, when 
not having gone above two Bow-ſhots: into it, they 
found-it terminated a of which, before 
they could avoid them, rufh'd Men compleatly 
arm'd, and ſurrounded em, commanding em to 
alight, Tbibanit had no Arms, but his Courage diſ- 
daining to yield Obedience to theſe Rufhans, made him 
anſwer in Terms which let them ſee it muſt be to their 
Number they muſſ be obliged to force him: One of 
them thinking to do ſo, quitting his Rank, made at 
him with his Lance in reſt; but Thibault with an admi- 
rable Dexterity avoided the Blow, and ſeized the Lance 
as.it paſſed him, with the V igour of an Arm accuſtomed 
to Victory: Then ſeeing himſelf in a State of Defence, 
he ſet on em with an heroic Fierceneſs, killing one 
immediately, and facing em all, pierced a — but 
in attacking a third, Lance flew into a thouſand - 
Shavers, and diſabled him from reſiſting farther, The 
remaining five encompaſſing him, and killing his Horſe, 
- ſeized him: And notwithſtanding his Efforts, and the 
piercing Cries of the Princeſs, ſtript him, and tied him 
faſt to a Tree, not being willing to ſteep their Hands 
in the Blood of ſo brave a Man. The Heat of the Com- 
bat and their Eagerneſs in tearing off his rich Habit, 
had hinder'd them from caſting their Eyes on the Prin- 
cels z but ſhe being now left alone, ſhe appear d a more 
precious Booty than what they had juſt taken. Love 


— 
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and noble Actions, and in the Hearts of any others than 
theſe Barbarians, would have endeavour'd to have 
inſinuated itſelf by Pity : But that Virtue being un- 
known to them, the Charms of this unfortunate Lady 
only redoubled their Cruelty. Their Fury and Bruta- 
lity enflamed them all aim'd at the Poſſeſſion of 
her, and each began to diſpute the Privilege of enjoying 
her; they had perhaps fought with each other, if their 
Chief had not reconciled them, by telling them, chat 
after him every one of them ſhould have his Wiſh—— 
What a Spectacle was this for a Huſband !——the Soul 
of the wretched 7hibault was torn with the moſt poi · 
nant Anguiſh —— diſtracted at not being able either to 
ſuccour, or revenge her, who was a thouſand times 
dearer to him than his Life he conjured Heaven 
to ſtrike him dead that Moment all that can be 
conceiv d of Horror, of Miſery without a Name, was 
his But if his Deſpair was more than Words can 
repreſent, how much more ſo was that of the afflicted 
Princefs ? ſhe tore her Hair and Face, begg'd, 
threatned, ſtruggled, till her delicate Limbs had loſt the - 
Power, of Motion; fill'd all the Foreſt with her piercing 
Cries without making thoſe relentleſs Monſters recede 
from their Deſign. Never Woman fo. ardently wiſh'd 
to be beautiful, as ſhe did to become deform'd ; ſhe - 
would have rejoiced to have had her lovely Face that 
Moment changed into the Likeneſs of Medy/a ; but all 
her Prayers and Tears were ineffectual: Victim of Force 
and Rage, ſhe had undergone all the Horrors of that 
dreadful Sacrifice, and every one of theſe brutal Ra- 
.. Viſhers had compleated their Intent, had not a ſudden - 
Noiſe of the Trampling of Horſes, and the diſtant Voices 
of Men forced them to fly. Fear, the inſeparable Com- 
. of villainous Actions, made them abandon their 
rey, and make off with inſenſible Swiftneſs, ſo that 
the wretched Princeſs foon loſt Sight of them; but her 
irremediable Misfortune, too preſent to her Mind, to 
vaniſh with the Authors of it, diſorder'd her Senſes ſo 
cruelly, that thinking herſelf become the Shame of Na- 
ture, and believing the could no longer W 
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band with any thing but Contempt, ſhe Jook'd on him 
as one that was become her cruelleſt Enemy; Witneſs of 
her Diſgrace, her troubled Imagination made her be- 
lieve ſhe ought to free herſelf from the only one who 
had the Power of publiſhing it. Struck with the 
Idea of being unworthy of his Affection, all ſhe had 
formerly bore him, now changing into Hatred and 
Fury; and becoming as barbarous as the very Ruffians, 
who had juſt left her, ſhe ſnatch'd up one of the dying 
Villain's Swords, and ran with her Arm lifted up to 
take away the Life of her wretched Huſband: But lit- 
tle accuſtom'd to ſuch Actions, the Blow fell on the 
Cords which bound him, and gave him Liberty to wreſt 
the Weapon from her Hands. He ſaw immediately 
into her Thoughts, and made uſe of Softneſs to calm 
the Tempeſt of her Soul; if, ſaid he, you could read 
my Heart, you would find Grief and Pity only there— 
With what, alas! can I accuſe you ?—What are you 
guilty of? —— I ſtill am your Huſband ſtill 
= with the ſame unbated Fondneſs am the only 

itneſs of your ill Fortune; I'll hide it. from the Eyes 


of the World, nor ſhall you ever be ſenfible that I my- 


ſelf remember it ———- ſeek not therefore by a blind 
Fury to publiſh our mutual Shame — comfort your- 
ſelf, and let us, by Sentiments of Piety, endeavour to 
purify ourſelves from an involuntary Crime. - In this 
manner did he talk to her, but all his Love-and Ten- 
derneſs made no Impreflion on her Mind—ſhe anſwer d 
him only by her Endeavours to ſnatch away the Sword, 
and ſtab him. "Twas during this melancholy Struggle 
that their Attendants arriv*d; they had alſo loft them- 
ſelves, and having ſought their Maſter all over the Fo- 
reſt, the Noiſe of their Horſes, tho' then at a Diſtance, 
had frighted the Robbers, and ſaved the Princeſs from 
further Violation. v1 : 
THIBAULT took a Cloak from one of his Equi- 
ge, and having mounted his diſconſolate Lady on 
orſeback, did the ſame himſelf, and in a ſhort time 
arrived at C:mmpoſtel/a, neither he nor ſhe ſpeaking a 
1 A deep Alffliction was imprinted in both their 
* | Countenances z 


, 
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Countenances; but the Princeſs had a Wildneſs i in her 
Eyes and Air, that diſcover'd the Diſtraction of her 
Mind, Thibault placed her in an Abbey, and went 
and proſtrated himſelf at the Feet of the Altars; not 
with the Deſign he went for, but to beg of Heaven to 
enable him to undergo ſo terrible an Adventure. This 
Act of Piety being over, he return'd to the Princeſs; 
who remaining ſtill in the ſame Humour, not being able 
to get any Expreſſions from her hut Threats againſt his 
Lite, he took her out, and return'd with all poſſible 
Speed to Ponthitu, where they were receiv'd with a 
Joy that they were not able to 

Ar the Way on their Journey, and after they came 
home, Thibault omitted no Act of Tenderneſs, to con- 
vince the Princeſs ſhe was ſtill as dear to him as ever; 
but. finding all his Proteſtations were in vain, and that 
the conceal'd a Dagger in the Bed one Night with an 
Intent to aſſaſſimate him, he took a ſeparate Apartment, 
Qult endeavouring by his Behaviour to her, to prevent 
the Public from finding out the Cauſe of cheir Diſa- 
— rp and he was the more to be pitied, becauſe 
co uld not help loving ker ſtill with the ſame Ardency 
as ever. In the mean time, the Count de Ponthieu per- 
ceiv d chere was ſomething more than ordinary between 
them, they could not hide it from his Penetration; 

Thibault was overwhelm'd with a ſecret Mela 
ie Princeſs would be ſeen but rarely; her 
and when ſhe was obliged to , the Inco- 
herency of her Words; ia 4ine, all AQtions im- 
yd a ſtrange Alteration, and made him reſolve to ob- 
ge Thibault to a Diſcovery of the Cauſe He de- 
— himſelf a long time, but being too cloſely preſ- 
by a Prince to whom he od every thing, he at 
reveal'd all the Particulars of his Misfortune to him ; 
and painted his Love, and the unjuſt Fury of the Prin- 
ceſs in/fuch moving Colours, that the Count was fo 
thoroughly affected, that he could ſcarce contain his 
_ Anger againſt her. He pitied Thibault, comforted 
him, promis d him to ſpeak to the Princeſt in a 
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duct. Vours, ſaid he, is ſo prudent and ſo tender, 
that I cannot ſufficiently admire it; and I hope my 
Daughter will not always be inſenſible of it, but e 


to her Duty. 


Hs left him, and paſs d to the Princeſs's Ape ent, 


whom he, found ſitting in an Elbow chair; Head 


reclined, and in the Poſture of one buried in 2 
her Women round her in profound Silence. The 


Count making a Sign for them to withdraw ; What, 


Daughter, ſaid he, will you never lay aſide this gloomy 
Melancholy which ſo much troubles me, and aſtoniſhes 
my. whole Court I know your Misfortune, your 
generous Huſband has juſt diſcover'd it to me I am 
very ſenſible of it, but much more ſo of his rent 
ing; who, notwithſtanding your blind Rage, _ 
ſerv'd ſo 2 a Regard for you, as never to com 
At theſe Words, the Princeſs fixing her Eyes 5 gy 54 
on the Face of her Father, How, cry'd the, has 
bault dated to reveal that Secret to you! Ah Artis - 
ceſs, ingerrupted the Count, ſpeak with. more 

jon of a Man who adores — into yourſelf 

oment, remember you have loved this Huſband 


ar I did not force you to ac r him, that 572 


isfortune, dreadful as it is, 
Eſteem ; you, in return, owe him the ſame AﬀeBion 
and Confidence ; I defire it of you as a Friend, and d- 
mand it of you as a Parent and a Soy 
12 the Pity that pleads in m my Breaſt in your 
half-—and dread Mart me, leſt I throw aſide he 
Father, and act wholly as a Prince. This Diſcourſe 
far from ſoſtening the 2 redoubled her Diſtrac- 
tion, and ſhe diſcover d ſo much Rage of Temper to the 
Couiſt, that he deferr d, till a more fayc e Oppor- 
tunity, the reclaiming her.. He went out, ordeting her 
to be ſtrictly . r in her Apartment, and that ſhe 
ſhould not be ſuffer d to have Communication with any 
one but her Women, and ſo returning to Thi 
inform d him of the ill Succeſs he had. met with. 
he did not — but every Da for a Whole Month, 
a Freſh Attempts on her diſorder d Mind; but 1 — 
- S, 
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i in vain, and her Fury rather inereaſing 
than ademiniſh! he reſolv'd to free his Family of a 
Woman whom he look'd on as a Monſter, With 
this Intent, on Pretence of taking the Air, he carried 
her with him in a Shallop, and having got a conſider- 
able Diſtance from Shore, he order'd her to be ſeiz d by 
ſome Sailors and put into a Tun prepared for that Pur- 
poſe, and cloſing it up again, thrown into the Sea. Af- 


ter this cruel Expedition, he landed; but, alas! what 


became of Thibault, when the other, Mill tranſported 
with Rage, told him what he had done! how great was 
his Affliction; and what Reproaches did he not vent 
againſt ſo barbarous a Father ! Heran to the fatal Place 
which he heard had been the Grave of his unhappy 
Princeſs, but finding nothing that could flatter him with 
-any Hope there was a Poſſibility of her being ſaved, he 
return'd to Court in a CO traly itiable—the 
miraculous Beauty of that dear D was for ever 


in his Mind, and he thought himſe! the moſt miſerable 
Creature living, . had it not in his Power to 


revenge her. Twas not long before the Count himſelf 
— of the Action, and his Remorſe became ſo 
great, that even the miſerable Thibault endeavoured to 
mutigate it. At laſt it wore off, and he began to think a 
ſecond Marriage and the Hope of an Heir, would diſ- 
fipate his ions; and well knowing that his Son- in- 
— wodddri never engage himſelf again, he married; and 
was happy enough at the Expiration of a Year to have 
a Son; yet his Grief was not wholly vaniſh'd, his 
Daughter came ever freſh into his Memory, and the 
Sight of Thibault, who continu'd overwhelm'd with a 
mortal Langnifhment, added to his Deſpair. ” 
"In this manner they paſs'd almoſt nine Years, when 


the Count becoming once more a Widower, reſolv*d, 


with 73:bault and his little Son, to travel to 
the Holy Land, hoping by that Piece of Devotion to ex- 
his Crime: Thibault, who now thought he had 


dan Opportunity of dyin oriouſly in fighting for 
che Faith, readily embrac'd ce Prot Every thing 


br fook ea lor the Voyage, the con 
* 
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| 1b;cu, having.entruſted; the Government of his Domi- 


nions to Perſons of Confidence, they ſet out, and arriv'd 
ſafely at Jeruſalem. The Count and Thibault engag d 
themſelves for the Space of a Vear in ſerving the Tem- 
ple, in which Time they had frequent Opportunities 
of teſtifying their Zeal and Courage, and did Actions 
worthy of being eterniz'd; the Infidels always find- 
ing the Strength of their Arms, and the Ardour of their 
Faith. The Year finiſh'd, and their Vows accom- 
pliſh'd, they embark'd in order to return. The Winds 
were for ſome Days favourable, but a moſt violent 
Tempeſt ſucceeding the Calm, they were ſo ſhook by 
the Fury of it, that they expected nothing but Death; 
when on a ſudden a contrary Guſt ariſing, drove 
them on the Coaſt of Africa, a Land belonging to the 
Infidels ; they were ſoon. ſurrounded by the Barks 
and Brigantines of the Saracens, and as the Ship was 
incapable of putting to Sea again, they were much leſs 
ſo, ma Condition of Defence. 

Tux Count de Ponthiev, the Young Prince his 
Son, and Th:bault were made Priſoners, and thrown 
into Dungeons; all the Chriſtians in the Ship were 
ſerv'd in the ſame Manner, and ſo loaded with Irons, 
that they immediately found they had been preſerv'd. 
from the Rage of the Sea, only to periſh in a more 
cruel Manner on Land. Thoſe Heroes prepar'd them-- 
ſelves for Death, with a Reſolution — their 
Courage; but the Infidels believing them a noble Sa- 
criſice, permitted them to live till the Day on which 
they celebrated the Birth of the Sultan, it being the 
Cuſtom of that Country, to offer to their Gods on that 
Day ſuch a Number of Criminals, . or Chriſtians. | 

Tux Day being come, they were oblig d to. caſt 
Lots which of them ſhould dic firſt: The fatal Chance 
happen'd on the Count de Ponthieu; his Son and 7% 
bault, contended for the Preference, but all they could 
obtain, was, to wait on him to the Place of Execution. 
The whole Court was aſſembled to ſee this Spectacle 
the Se/tan.was preſent himſelf, and his Sultanchs, + 


A 
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all the Tnfdels, when they were drawn off by the Arri- 
val of the illuſtrious Victim, that were going to be 
facrific'd to the Honour of the Day. But that Queen, 
whoſe Soul was as perfect as her Body, was ſurpriz'd 
at the majeſtick Air of the Count de Ponthieu, who 
was as yet at a great Diftance from her: His venerable 
Age, and the Contempt with which he ſeem'd to look 
on his approaching Fate, made her order him to be 
brought nearer to her; he being a Stranger, ſhe let 
down her Veil, the Women of that Country never ſuf- 
fering themſelves to be ſeen by any but Saracens. 

As he approached, flie found Emotions which at 
that time ſheknew not had any other Source than Pity ; 
but having attentively look d on his Face, ſhe ſoon 
difcover'd the true Cauſe; but making uſe of her utmoſt 
Efforts to prevent her Diſorder from being taken no- 
tice of; ſhe afk'd him his Name, of what Country he 
was,” and by what Accideft he had been taken. The 
Soſtneſs of her Voice, and the Manner of her Delivery, 
gave him a ſenſible Alarm, tho he knew not the Mean- 
ing of it.-—He'anſwet'd her without Heſitation, That 
he was of "France, and of the Sovereignty of Ponthicu. 
Are you here alone? demanded the Queen, I have 
two Companions in my Misfartune, reply'd he, my 

Sön, and my Son-in-Law.' The Queen ordered they 
ſhould” immediately be brought to her; and having 
heedfully obſerved them for ſome time, order'd the Sa- 
crifice to be ſuſpended, and ran to the Throne where 
the Sultan was fitting, and throwing herſelf at his Feet; 
Tord, faid ſhe, if ever I have been, happy enough 
to pleaſe you,” and may flatter myſelf with your Affec- 
tion, graut me the Lives of theſe three Slaves; they 
afe of my Country, and Pity; makes me. intereſt my- - 
ſelf for them, and I hope your Clemency will be re- 
warded by the Merit of thoſe I am going to bind to 
your Service. The Sultan, who adored her, ray'd her 
tenderly : You are Miſtreſs of my Fate, Madam, reply'd - 
he, can I refuſe you then the being ſo of that. of thoſe 
Strangers? Diſpoſe of them as you'pleaſe, 1 give them 
entre y up to you, without relerving to myſe uy 
* ight 
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Right over them. She thank d him in Terms full of 
Gratitude and Reſpect; and returning to the noble 
Captives, inform'd them of their Pardon: and being 
ſecretly too much diſordered to ſit out the Feaſt, or- 
dered them to follow her to her Apartment — where 
ſeeing herſelf alone with them, ſhe was oblig'd to renew , 
her Efforts; to conceal the Confuſion of her Soul; and 
aſſuming an Air of as much Fierceneſs as ſhe could,” 
which was heighten'd by a natural Majeſty, I have ſav'd. 
your Lives, ſaid ſhe, and you may judge by ſuch a 
Proof of my Power, that I have Authority enough to 
put you again into the ſame Danger. — Reſolve. 
therefore to ſatisfy my Curioſity, in diſcovering with- 
out Diſguiſe all your Adventures: I give you till To- 
morrow to prepare yourſelves — muſt know your 
Names, Qualities, and by what ſtrange Accident Fate 
brought you into this Country if you are ſincere, 
you may e every thing from my Goodneſs.— 
Thibault, who had not ventur'd to lift his Eyes upon 
her, while they were before the Sultan, now endea- 
vour'd to diſcover with the niceſt Penetration her Beau- 
ties, which the thin Gauſe, of which her Veil was 
made, did not altogether conceal.— The dazzling” 
Luſtre of her ſparkling Eyes blaz'd through the 
thouſand Charms which play'd about her lovely Mouth 
diſclos'd themſelves, where that Impediment to the 
longing Sight was not ſo cloſely drawn,” but᷑ that the 
Ruby Lips appear'd to view. The daring Gazer 
found himself agitated with Emotions, which had been 
unknown to him ſince the Death of his unhappy Wife. 
—  — He felt a Pleaſure in contemplating this 
adorable Queen, which nothing but itſelf could equal; 


and perceiving the Count was ſilent, perhaps kept ſo 
by Sentiments which he knew not how to account for, 


he threw himſelf at her Feet: As for me, Madam, faid” 
he, it will not be the Fears of Death that would prevail 
on me to relate the Particulars of a Life Which has 
been full of ſuch unheard of Woes, that what to others” 
would be the greateſt Dread, to me would be a 


— but chere is ſomething far more terrible than 


what 
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what you have named, the abuſing a Generoſity ſuch 
as yours, prevents me from concealing any Part of 


if therefore the 


what you command me to diſcloſe 
Recital of our Misfortunes can teſtify our Acknow- 
| | ledgments, you may depend on our Sincerity. 

ALL the Reſolution which ſhe had aſſumed for this 
| Encounter, had like to have forſook her at ſo moving 
| a Diſcourſe; but making a new Effort, Riſe, ſaid ſhe, 
| your Deſtiny promiſes ſomething very touching, I am 
| concern d in it more than you can yet imagine 


che Sultan will ſoon appear; therefore I would have 
DJ you retire————you ſhall want for nothing this Palace 
| can afford recover yourſelves of your Fears and 
| Fatigues, and to-morrow you ſhall receive my Orders; 
 - and till then I will defer the Hiſtory I have engag'd 
| you to give me.. She then called a Slave in whom ſhe 
| entirely confided ; Sayda, ſaid ſhe to her, conduct them 

as I have order'd; and then making a Sign to them to 
| withdraw, they obey'd, and follow'd the Slave. As 
N + they went out they heard the Queen ſigh, and neither 

of them could forbear doing ſo too. —Thibault, 
| who quitted her with Regret, turning, to look on her 
- once more, perceiving ſhe put; her Handkerchief to her 


— 


1 Eyes to wipe away ſome Tears, he could not reſtrain 
| his on. Sayda led them to a little Apartment behind 
| the Queen's, it conſiſted of three Rooms, and at the 
End an arch'd Gallery, where the Fruit was kept that 
'F was every Day ſerv'd up to her Table. This, ſaid 

Il Sarda, is the only Service the Sultangſi expects from 
| you; ſhe could not have placed you ſo commodiouſly, 

i without giving you ſome Employment that requir'd your 

f Attendance near her Perſon————you muſt therefore 
take care of this Fruit, put it in Order in Baſkets pro- 
. vided for that Uſe, and preſent it to her at her Repaſts 
— under this Pretence you may poſſeſs theſe 
Apartments, and be ſerv'd by the Slaves appointed 
for that P you are to be ſubſervient only to 


the Sultan and Saltangſi. 

I ſpeaking theſe Words, ſhe quitted them, leaving 

them in an inconceivable Surprize at all they had'ſeen. 
- - - | 
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When they were by themſelves, Thibault, who could 
no longer contain in his Breaſt the different Agitations 
which crouded one on another, and ſeem'd to ſtruggle 
for Utterance, approaching the Count, and tenderly 
embracing him, What a Woman is this Queen, my 
Lord, {Kd he, and by what Miracle does ſhe reign over 
theſe Barbarians / What have we done to deſerve 
her generous Care of us! —— Ah! my Lord, I find 
her Compaſſion dangerous. — Alas! my dear Prin- 
ceſs, added he, you alone was wont to raiſe theſe E- 
motions in my Soul ! I don't know, reply d the Count, 
what will be our Fate, or what are the Deſigns of the 
Queen: Her Goodneſs does not affect me as it does 
nt you are young, and your Heart ſtill preſerves a 

und of Paſſion, which may cauſe more violent Pertur- 
bations in it than Gar yet I own, I have felt for her 


the 'Tenderneſs of/a Father; and that when ſhe ſpoke, 
my Daughter came into my Mind.— But I am afraid, 
my dear Thibault, that you will doubly loſe your Li- 
berty in this fatal Place. Thibault made no other An- 
ſwer than by Sighs ; and ſome Refreſhments being 
brought in, they were forced to drop a Diſcourſe that 
did not admit of Witneſſes. _ " " 
Tux Queen, in the mean time, was too much in- 
tereſted in the Affairs of the Day to be very eaſy, and 
was no- ſooner left alone with her dear Sayda, than 
giving a Looſe to the Tranſports ſhe had ſo long re- 
ſtrained, her beautiful Face was bath'd all o'er in 
Tears. The faithful Slave, aſtoniſh'd at her Exceſs of 
Grief, kneel'd down at her Feet, and taking one of 
her Hands, Alas! Madam, ſaid ſhe, what is this ſud- 
2 eren my Strangers come to trouble 
e Tranquility you were beginning to enjoy ?——you 
have hitherto honour'd me with >; be Cee 
may I not now know what has occaſion'd thisGrief?— 
Ah! dear Sayda, reply'd her Royal Miſtreſs, let not 
Appearances deceive you——Love, Joy, Nature, and 
Fear, make meſhed Tears much more than any Grief; 
chat Huſband ſo dear to me, and of whom thou 


aft heard nie ſpeak ſo much, is one of the Cafttives 
Wer. 1. peak! r n e 
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whoſe Lives I have ſav'd — the other is my Father, 
and the young Lad my Brother. The Horror of ſeeing 
my Father die for the Diverſion of a People to whom f 
am Queen, has pierced me with fo lively an Affliction, 
that I wonder the Apprehenſion of it did not a ſecond 
time deprive me of my Reaſon. My Huſband, Par- 
taker of the ſame Fate, his Melancholy, his Reſigna- 
tion before me, his Looks full of that Love and Ten- 
derneſs. which once made my Happineſs, has touch'd 
my Soul in the moſt nice and delicate Part : I dare not 
diſcover myſelf before I know their Sentiments, and 
the Conſtraint I have put on myſelf has been ſuch as 
Nature ſcarce can bear. Preſerve my Secret, dear 
Sayda, and don't expoſe me again to tremble for Lives 
on which my own depends. Doubt not of my Fidelity, 
Madam, anſwer ' d the other, it is inviolable ! my Re- 
igion, your Goodneſs, which I have ſo often experien- 
and the Confidence with which you have honour'd 
me, have attach'd me to your Service till Death. 
Tres Aſſurances entirely ſatisfied the Queen, and 
they conſulted together on Meaſures by which they 
might be at Liberty to entertain the illuſtrious Slaves 
the next Day. The Saltan's coming in put an End to 
their Converſation for this Time. This Prince, who 
had no other Defect than his being a Saracen, accoſted 
her with that Joy, which his having had it in his Power 
to oblige her, gave him.— Well, Madam, ſaid he, can 
you doubt of my Love! — may I flatter myſelf, that 
what I have done will diſpel the Grief and Melancholy 
that has ſo long poſſeſs'd you? I owe you every 
chin. my Lord, faid ſhe, and my whole Endeavours 
be to expreſs my Gratitude, The Sultan, charm'd 
to find her in ſo good a Humour, entertain'd her a lit- 
tle longer ; and then told her (for he was juſt come 
from Council) that it was reſoly'd to oppoſe vigorouſly 
an Irruption that a neighbouring Prince had made into 
his Dominions, 'and that War was going to be declared 
immediately in Form. "My 
Tais News inſpired the Queen with a Thought, 
which ſucceeded to her Wiſh ; and being COLNE 
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him an Aftoniſhment not to be conceiv'd, 
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take the Advantage of the Diſpoſition ſhe ſound the 
Sultan in, of granting her every thing; Heaven, ſaid 
ſhe, favours me in an extraordinary Manner, in giving 
me an Opportunity of acknowledging your Goodnels. - 
One of the Captives, my Lord, whom you have given 
me, is the moſt valiant Man of his Time, nor is his 
Conduct in War inferior to his Courage. By the Won- 
ders he has done, I am almoſt aſſured you will have 
the Victory, if you permit him to combat the Enemy. 
The Sultan demonſtrated to her the Difference of their 
Religions, and the little Aſſurances he could have in the 
Faith of a Chriſtian. I'll anſwer for him, faid the 
Queen haſflily—T'll be the Pledge of his Fidelity; and 
the better to aſſure you, I'll keep the two other Cap- 
tives, who are, I know, very dear to him, as Hoſtages. 
The Sultan ſeem'd ſatisfied with theſe Words, and 
granted her Requeſt, leaving her abſolute Miſtreſs to 
act in this Affair as ſhe pleaſed, and retir'd'to his Apart- 
ment, much more affected with the Joy-of obliging 
her, than diſturb'd at the Succeſs of the War. ; 
Tus beautiful Queen paſs'd the Night in very dif- 
ferent Emotions; Love had renew'd his Force in het 
Soul ; Nature, that did for a while revolt at the Re- 
membrance of the Cruelty inflicted on her, return'd to 
its Obedience, and was wholly taken up with the Fear 
of not being lov'd, and remember'd enough to be ac- 
knowledg d, when diſcover'd,with theJoy ſhe wiſh'd.— 
The Counts of Ponthieu and St. Paul ſpent not their 
Hours more quietly. Thibault found himſelf agitated 
with the Perturbations of a dawning Paſſion; he accuſed 
himſelf of it as a Crime,—the Count was no leſs em- 
barraſs'd about his, tho' he was very well affured they 
7 4 not from Love; but the prodigious Reſem- 
ance he found between his Daughter and this lovely 
Queen, - reminded him of the Barbarity he had been 
guilty of, — He could not imagine there had been a 
oflibility of ſaving that unhappy Princeſs ; but the 
Tenderneſs with which the Su/tane/+ had inſpired him, 
was ſo near that he felt for his Daughter, that it gave 
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Dar appearing, they roſe, and ſet themſelves abont 
preparing the Fruit, as Sayda had order'd them: which 
done, they were not long before they received a Com- 
mand to bring it to the Queen. Nothing cou'd be more 
poem than this Commiſſion ; both found an unde- 
ribable Impatience to ſee her again, and follow'd the 
faithful Slave till they came into her Preſence. They 
found her dreſs'd with an incredible Magnificence, re- 
ſplendent with an infinite Number of Diamonds; ſhe was 
reclin'd on a Sofa, and after having look d a Moment on 
them, Well, ſaid ſhe, are you ready to ſatisfy me ?—1 
will not give you the Pains of relating your Names and 
Qualities, neither are unknown to me ; only tell me by 
what ſtrange Adventure you arriv'd at this Place. 

Count de Pont hieu, it is to you in particular I addreſs. 
Tus Count was in a Surprize which cannot be ex- 
d, to hear himſelf named, and finding there was 
indeed no room for Diſſimulation, told his Story with 
Sincerity ; but when he came to that Part which con- 
cern'd his Daughter, his Sighs made many Interrup- 
tions in his Diſcourſe, yet did he forget no Circumſtance, 

but confeſs d the Crime he had been guilty of, in puttin 
her to Death: But alas! added he, with what Remorſe 
has my Soul been torn ſince that fatal Day !—my Ten- 
derneſs for her reviv'd with freſh Vigour, and the Tor- 
ments I have endured have been ſuch, that if her Spirit 
has any Knowledge of what is tranſacted in this lower 
World, ſhe muſt believe my Puniſhment at leaſt equal to 
my Guilt.— Then he told her of their Vow, their Voy- 
age to Jeruſalem, the Tempeſt, and their Slavery and 
Condemnation,—T his, Madam, ſaid he, is a faithful 
Account of our Misfortunes; and tho' they are of a Na- 
ture beyond the common Rank of Woes, yet they re- 
ceive no inconſiderable Alleviation by the Concern. your 
exceſſive Goodneſs makes you take in them, - And, in- 
deed, the fair Sultangſt, during the latter Part of his 
Relation, had ſeem'd drown'd in Tears, and was ſome 
tune before ſhe could recover herſelf enough to ſpeak: ; 
but at laſt— own, ſaid ſhe, that what you have told 
me very much touches me,—1 extremely pity the — 
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ceſs of Ponthien ; ſhe was young; her Reaſon might have 
return'd to her; the generous Progceding of her Huſ- 


band would doubtleſs have reclaim'd her in Time z but 


Heaven has paniſh'd you for your Cruelty, you muſt not 
therefore be any more reproach'd with it. But to prove 
your Penitence ſincere, what Reception would you give 
that Princeſs, if by any Miracle, which I cannot at pre- 
ſent conceive, ſhe ſnould have eſcaped that Deſtiny your 
Raſhneſs expos d her to? Ah, Madam] cry'd the Count, 
were there a Poſlibility of ſuch a Bleſſing, my whole 
Life ſhould be employ'd in rendering her's fortunate. 
And you, ſaid ſhe to 7 h:5ault,who ſhe ſaw overwhelm'd 
in Tears, would your Wife be dear to you ? — Could 
you forgive her diſtracted Behaviour ?—Could you re- 
ſtore her to your Heart, as fond, as tender as ever ?— 
In ſhort, could you ftill love her ?!—Queſtion it not, 
Madam, anſwer'd he, with a Voice interrupted with 
Sighs; nothing but her Preſence can ever make me hap- 
py.—Receive her then, cry'd ſhe, caſting aſide her Veil, 


and throwing herſelf into his Arms, I am that unfortu- 


nate Wife. I am that Daughter, added ſhe, running 
to her Father, that has coſt you ſo many melancholy 
Hours. Own her, my Lord ; take her to your Breaſt, 
my dear Thibault, nor let the Sight of her diſſipate the 
Tenderneſs you expreſs'd for her when unknown. 
Who can deſcribe the Joy and Aſtoniſhment of theſe 
illuſtrious Perſons! their Eyes were now open d, the 
ſecret Emotions they had felt were now eaſy to be ac - 
counted for. She was acknowledg'd for the Wife, bleſt 
as the Daughter, with a Torrent of inexpreſſible incon- 
N , hibault threw himſelf at her Feet, 
thing her Hands in Tears of overpowering Joy; 
while the Count held her in his Arms, without As 
able to utter more than my Daughter my dear—m 
long-loſt Daughter. The young Prince kiſs'd her. 
Robe ; and Sayda, only Witneſs of this moving Scene, 
diſſolv'd in Tears of Tenderneſs and Joy.—At length, 
the firſt Surprize being over, this mute Language was 
ſucceeded by all the fond endearing Things that Na- 
ture, Wit and Love, had the Power of inſpiring. The 
. | Pz beautiful 
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Seautiful Queen had now time to return the Careſles of 
the young Prince her Brother, who, tho' ſhe knew no 
-otherwiſe than by her Father's Account, his Youth and 
Beauty had very much affected her from the krit time 
the ſaw him. —After having a little indulg'd their Tran- 
{ports, It is time, ſaid ſhe, to inform you of my Adven- 
tures. —The Sultan is taken up with making Prepara- 
tions for a War he is oblig d to enter into—ſo that we 
may have the Liberty of converſing, without Apprehen- 
ſion of being interrupted. Then having ſ. them - 
ſelves, and Sayda being placed on the Outſide of the 
Cabinet, to give them notice if any ſuſpicious Perſon 
ſhould appear, the charming Sultaneſi, addreſſing herſelf 

to the Count, began her Diſcourſe in this Manner : 
I wilt not repeat, ſaid ſhe, the Cauſe of your de- 
figning my Death, you are but too ſenſible of it; and 


the Loſs of my Reaſon too well known to you for me 
to * about to renew the Affliction it occaſion d you: I 
ſh 


| only ſay, that it was Exceſs of Love which cauſed 
my Diſtraction; and prepoſſeſſed with an Idea of 
being no longer worthy of my s Affection, ima - 
gining that I ſaw him reproaching me with my Misfor- 
tune, and endeavouring to get rid of me, I was ſo * 
- don'd by my Senſes, as to wiſh his Death, as the only 
Thing that could reſtore me to myRepoſe. This Thought 
- fo wholly engroſs d my Soul, that I look d on the Sen- 
tence you inflicted on me as caus'd by him my Frenzy 
prevented the Horror of my Fate from mak ing any Im · 
pre ſſion on me; and you may remember, Sir, that I nei - 
ther endeavour'd by Intreaties or Strugglings to avert 
it, * in a State of Inſenſibility than any thing 
elſe.— Which Courſe my little Veſſel ſteer d, or how 
long I continu'd in it, I know not—all I can tell is, that 
I found myſelf in a real Ship, in the midſt of a great 
many unknown Perſons, buſily employ d in — me 
to myſelf; but what is moſt ſurpriſing,” I recover d my 
Sight, Memory, and Reaſon, at the ſame Inſtant ; whe- 
ther it was owing to the common Effect that the Fear 
of Death has, or to the Property of the Sea, or to judge 
better, the Work of Heaven; but all I had ſaid, or done, 
or 
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er thought, came into my Mind, and I found myſelr 


ſo guilty againſt you and my Huſband, that the firſt Sign 


of Life, that myDeliverers perceiv'd in me, was by ſhed- 
ding an exceſſive Shower of Tears; which was the more 
violent, becauſe I had never wept fince that fatal Ad- 
venture in the Foreſt : And indeed I thought, as did all 
about me, that they would have ſuffocated me ; but io 
much Care was taken of me, that without putting an 
End to my Affliction, my Life was out of Danger. The 
People of the Ship had plac'd about me a young Woman 
extremely amiable ;— the Tenderneſs ſhe expreſs d for 
the Griefs ſhe ſaw I was involv'd in, made me take a 
very great Friendſhip for her; and, indeed, as ſhe was 
the only Woman there, it was natural for us to be more 
than ordinarily pleas'd with each other. When ſhe found 
me a little compos'd, ſhe inform'd me that we were with 
Flemiſh Merchants, who were trading to the Levant ; 
that having iv'd from Deck my extraordinary 
Tomb, the Hope of finding ſomething valuable in i: 
had made them take it aboard; but that having open'd 
it, they were ſurpriz'd to ſee a Woman richly Labited: 
hat at firſt they thought me dead, becauſe I was very 
much ſwell d; but having plac'd me in the open Air, 
a little Motion of my Heart gave them Hope of recover 
ing me: That accordingly, with great Difficulzy, they 
ected it; and that — as they thought, ſome 
uty in me, they reſolv'd, at the Expence of my Li- 
berty, to make themſelves Amends for having found 
nothing but me in the Tun. It is with this Deſign, added 
ſhe, that we were failing towards Almeria, where theſe 
Merchants defign to ſell you to the Sultan of that Place. 
It is now fix Months ſince they took me away from the 
Coaſts of France, which is my native Country, on the 
ſame Account; but I very well foreſee that your Beau- 
will preſerve me from being expoſed to the Sultar's 
es: Yet, as I cannot avoid Slavery, I beg, Madam, 

that you will not let me be ſeparated from you. The 
Sultan will, without doubt, bay you ; contrive it ſo 
that he may think I am a Dependant of yours, that ſo 
+ may wear no other Chains than yours, I was very 
we F4 "glad 
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lad to have a French Woman with me, fo iſed 
r, that whatever was my Fate, ſhe ſhould, if ſhe 
pleas'd, ſhare it with me; but what ſhe had told me 
giving me great Uneaſineſs, I defired to ſpeak with the 
Captain of the Ship.—I began with thanking him for 
the Succour he had given me, and thinking to have 
2 him by the Hope of a Reward, I aſſur d him it 
hould be made even beyond his Wiſhes, if he would land 
me on the Coaſt of France, He anſwer'd me, that he 
doubted not of my Generoſity, nor my being conſider- 
able enough to recompenſe the Service he had done me; 
but that he could not follow his own Inclination in do- 
ing what I deſired of him, becauſe he was accountable — 
to his Companions, who had reſolv'd to fell me and the 
other young French Woman to the Su/tan of Almeria; 
that they knew would be certain Gain to them, whereas 
the Effect of my Promiſes could not be ſo. With theſe 
Words he return'd to his Companions, and gave me not 
Leave to anſwer him: I made ſeveral other Efforts, but 
finding it unpoſiible to perſuade them to alter their Re- 
ſolations, I was oblig'd to ſubmit to my ill Deſtiny. In 
proportion as I recover'd my Reaſon, my Affection to 
my dear Thibault reſum'd its Empire oer my Soul. — 
I was ſenfible of the whole Extent of my Misfortunes, 
and my Deſpair would perhaps have kept no Boands, 
if it had not been for the Prudence and Good-nature 
of my young Companion. Yet, for all her Cares, I 
fell into ſuch a Languiſhment as frighted the Merchant, 
leſt I ſhould loſe the Luſtre of my Beauty, of which he 
propoſed to himſelf ſo great an Advantage, 

T length they arrived at A/meria, and we were 
immediately led to the Stan. As he was accuſtom'd 
to traffic with thoſe People, he receiv'd em perfectly 
well, and was ſo much pleas'd with the Prize, that he 

ve them their Demand both for myſelf and Sayda.— 
We were plac'd in the Palace of the Sultan's Wom 
where he ſoon follow'd us; and I had the Misfortune 
of affecting him in ſo extraordinary a Manner, that he 
ſeem'd to make his loving me an Affair of State. 
I call that a Misfortune, Wich any one but me 1 — 
" f ve 
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have look'd on as the higheſt Felicity ; for F owe the 


Sultan the Juſtice to ſay, that he is full of Merit, and 


adorn'd with the moſt heroic Virtues: But I was a2 
Chriſtian, and prepoſſeſs d with a Paſſion, which left 
no Room for any other; I therefore conſider'd his Ab- 
ſiduity as my worſt of Troubles. This Prince perceiving 
my Regard for Sayda, gave her to me; (Sayda is a 
Name I made her aſſume, to conceal hen own). He 
plac'd me in an ent different from thoſe the reſt 
of the Women were lodg'd in, and commanded I ſhquld 
be ſerv'd as Queen. All theſe Honours added — 
Uneaſineſs; yet the Submiſſion with which he treated 
me gave me ſometimes a Hope he never would have 
Recourſe to force that which I reſolv'd never to grant; 
but, alas! this Prince at laſt, worn out with his own 
conſuming Paſſion, and the continual Murmurs of his 
Subjects, who could ill endure he ſhould expreſs ſo- 
much Conſideration fer a. Chriſtian, reſalv'd to ou 
to me in- ſtronger Terms than he had hitherto 
My Reſiſtance had. laſted a whole Year, and he thought 
he had ſufficiently teſtifed his Reſpect in allowing me 
ſo long a Time ; he came to me therefore one Day,. 
and finding me extremely melancholy, Madam, ſaid. 
WI I find myſelf oblig'd id ex- 
ceed the Bounds I had preſerib d myſelf in gaining your: 


Heart; but you muſt now either conſent to. marry me,, 


or publicly abjure your Religion ; all my Power can- 
not exempt you from the Laws which oblige the Wo- 
men of the Seraglio to embrace our Faith. I adore: 
ou, and tho' I ought to compel you to a Change fo- 
eficial to you, yet I will not, fince it is not your 
Deſire.——þ promiſe you the free Exerciſe of your 
Religion in private, organs accept of the Crown. 
I offer you; — my Subjects, and all my Court, will: 
then believe you have chang'd your Religion, without 


ſeeking any further Proofs, and you will then be at. 


Liberty to obſerve your own in ſecret. This is the 
only Means to preſerve you from the Fury of a People, 
who, when enrag'd, have no Regard even for their- 


Sovereign. Twould have been more agreeable-to __ 
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4 my Love and Complaiſance had engag'd you; but! 
Time will inſpire your Heart with thoſe Senti- 
ments that will be conducive to my Felicity, and your 
| Repoſe. I could not refrain from Tears at this Diſ- 
courſe of the Satan the Choice appear'd terri- 
ble to me: Is it poſſible, my Lord ! replied I, that 
among the Number of Beauties who would be proud 
of the Honour you offer me, you cannot find one more 
worthy than myſelf? If you had not diſtinguiſh'd 
me, your Subjects would have thought nothing of me. 
— — — Conſider, my Lord, what Glory you might 
gain /by ſubduing your Paſſion, and ſuffering me to re- 
to my native Country. What Felicity can it 
be to live with a Woman obtain'd but by Fear and 
Force, who will always be regretting her Parents and 
— | 
Tus Sultan ſmil'd at theſe Words; I ſee, Madam, 
ſaid he, that you are ignorant of your own Condition; 
you are in this Place for Life; — when once a Wo- 
man is enter d within theſe Walls, there is no Hope of 
ever getting out again; Law and Cuſtom have decreed 
it ſo: Therefore you are more oblig'd to me than you 
imagin'd, for the Reſpect I have paid you, being from 
the rst Moment the Maſter of your Deftiny. — I then 
intreated he would give me three Days to anſwer him ; 
e granted my Requeſt, and I ſpent them in Prayers: 
But at length ſecing myſelf without any Hope of Relief, 
or ever returning to my Country, that my Death 
was thought certain, and that I had no Means of let- 
ting you know I was living, or if J had, could not pro- 
mite myſelf that, fince you had conſented to my Death, 
the News would find a Welcome; I look'd on myſelf 
as utterly abandon'd, and the Facility of following in 
private my own Devotions, determin'd me in ſubmit- 
ting to the Sultans Perſuafions. The three Days being 
expir d, he came to me again, and I then told him, that 
if he would ſwear never to force me to alter my Reli- 
gion, I was ready to give him my Hand. His Joy at 
my Aſſent was inconceiveable ; and tho' he ſaw plai 
that what I did was out of Neceſſity, he — 
« u 
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thought himſelf the ieſt Man on Earth, and bound 

himſelf by an — in their Law to ſuffer me to 

execciſe my own Religion, provided I took Care not 

to be diſcover'd. 

Tuts News was ſoon blaz'd thro' all 4/meriaz and 

fated ever to be guilty of conſtrain'd Infidelities, I was 

proclaim'd and crown'd Sultana Queen, with a Magni- 

ficence that would have dazzled any one but the Princeſs 

de Ponthiew. During the whole Ceremony, the Image 

of Thibault never quitted me; I ſpoke to it, begg'd its 

Pardon; in ſhort, I was ſo loſt in Thought, that Sayda 

has fince told me, I had more the Appearance of a Statue 

than a living Perſon. As for you, my Lord! I often 

reproach'd your Cruelty, that had brought me to the 
Precipice in which I found myſelf. There has not paſt 
one Day in the nine Years I bave been married to the 
Sultan, on which I have not talk d of my dear Tlibault 
to the faithfal Sayda, with a Torrent of Tears. The 
Sultan has kept his Word with me, all his Court thinks 
me a Renegada, he alone knows the Truth; and with- 
Dat re ing me with my Melancholy, has done 

his utmoſt to diſperſe it. The ſame Reſpect and Com- 

plaiſance has always accompanied his Actions, and you 
yourſelves have been Witneſſes of my Power, byhis grant - 
ing me without Heſitation your Lives, . I kne you 


again the firſt Moment I ſaw your Faces, and hend 


have diſcover'd myſelf Yeſterday, but had a mind 39 
know whether gy Memory was yet dear, Theſe are 
my unhappy Adventures; but this is not all I have to 
ſay: You muſt, my dear Thibault, in order to regain 
your Wife and Liberty, expoſe your Life to freſh Dan - 
gers: Speak, do you think me worthy of ſo great a Teſ- 
timony of your continued Love and Tenderneſs? You 
cannot make a doubt of it, anſwered he, without being 
gwlty of a greater Offence than all your Diſtraction 
made you act I ſwear.to you, my dear Princess, 
by the Pleaſure I had in obtaining you of your Father, 
by the Felicity I enjoy d in being belov'd by you, by 
my Misfortune, and by the Joy 1 feel in ſeeing you again, 
that I never adored you with more Ardour than I how 
F 6 . 
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do. Fear not therefore to explain yourſelf, comman1 
me, diſpoſe of me as you pleaſe. The fair Su/tane/7 

Was Charm'd with this tender Aſſurance; and there be- 
ing nobody preſent that ſhe ſuſpected, ſhe again embrac'd 
her much lov'd Huſband, and then told him what ſhe 
had propoſed to the Sultan. It is of the utmoſt Import- 
ance, added ſhe, that you ſhould gain his C ence 
by ſome fignal Service, that my Deſigns may the better 
ſucceed——he has already loſt ſeveral Battles, through 

the ill Conduct of his Generals; but if you fight for him, 

I doubt not of the Victory He cannot then refuſe» 
you his Eſteem, which will enable me to put my Pro- 
jet in Execution. | 

Tus Count and Thibault approv'd of what ſhe ſaid; 
but the young Prince begg'd ſhe would contrive it ſo, 
that he might accompany his Brother to the Army, his 
youthful Heart burning with Impatience to behold fo 

noble a Sight; but the Queen told him ſhe could not 
poſſibly gratify thoſe Teſtimonies of ſo early a Courage, 
tho' ſhe'admir'd them, becauſe ſne had given her Pro- 


miſe to the Su/tar, that both he and his Father ſhould 
remain at Court as Hoſtages for the Fidelity of Thibault. 


———» After ſome further Diſcourſe, and renew'd Em- 
braces, the ordered them to retire, it growing towards 
the Hour in which the Su/mr was uſed to viſit her. 
'They were ſearceout of the Room, before that Prince 
enter d; and having aſk'd her if the valiant Captive 
agreed with her Intentions : Yes, my Lord, replied. 
ſhe, be is impatient to by his Services the grate- 
ful Senſe he has of his Obligations to us. The Sultan 
immediatelycommanded theyſhould all three be brought 
before him, and obſerving them mare heedfully than 
he had done before, was infinitely charm'd with their 
good Mien: The venerable Age, and- 

Aſpect of the Prince of Ponthiev, excited his R ; 
the Beauty and Vivacity of the young Prince, his Ad- 
mitation ; but in the noble Air, and manly Graces of 
| the accompliſh*d-Thihault, he fancied he diſcovey'd an 
#4 Aſſurance he would be able to anſwer the C 
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der'd him, the more he found to love and eſteem —— 
the Sultaneſs, ſaid he, who has fav'd your Life, will 
needs out of Love for me, and Reſpect for you, have 
you expoſe it in my Service I ſee nothing about you, 
but what ſerves to convince me I do not err, when I 
place an entire Confidence in you: Therefore you muſt 
repare to ſet out 'To-morrow, I have in my Council 
4 you General. My Subjects are ſo fatigued and 
heartleſs with continual Loſſes, that they repine not I 
endeavour to repair them by extraordinary Methods; 
and#tho' you are a Chriſtian, my Soldiers will with 
Joy obey you, if your Valour does but anſwer their 
Expectations, and the Character they have of you. 
Aſter Thibault had in the moſt handſome and ſubmiſ- 
five Manner aſſur'd him of his Zeal and Fidelity, that 
Prince proceeded to give him thoſe Inſtructions which 
were neceſlary : and retiring, left him to receive thoſe 
of the Sultane/s. ; 
Hs was no ſooner gone, than turning towards T1. 
bault, You are going to fight againſt Infidels, ſaid ſhe, 
tho' you fight for one; but, my dear Huſband !, con- 
ſult my Repoſe as well as your own Courage, and fight 
to conquer, not to die; remember I expoſe you, that 
I may the better ſave you. He thank d her for her ob- 


| 13 and promis d to combat only to preſerve his 
0 


nour, and gam the Opportunity to deliver her. It 
deing time to retire, they quitted the Queen's Apart - 
ment, and returning to their own, a Slave brought ta 
Thibault a ftately Veſt and Sabre, adorn'd with pre- 
cious Stones, a Preſent to him from the Sultan; he pu 
them on, and attended that Prince at Dinner, who faw 
him with Pleaſure. They diſcours d on the different 
Methods of ing War, and the Sx/tar found his 
2 r 
i itory : He then preſented him to the chief 
Men of his Court. The reſt of the Day was employ'd 
in — the 8 — ogu — Almeria. 15 he 
was to go the next, N Sultane/s = 
F rr 
out any Witneſſes ; the fair Queen, who te 
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equal Ardour, \appoiyted Night for the Interview: 
ſo when all was quiet in the Palace, he was introduced 
by that faithful Slave into the Apartment of his dear 
Princeſs. Then it was, that this long ſeparated Hul- 
band and Wife, now more in love, if poſſible, than ever, 
renew ' d their Proteſtations of everlaſting Affection, 
and, forgetting the reſt of the World, gave a looſe to 
the Raptures of being once more bleſs d, and the ſoft 
Hope of re-uniting themſelves, no more to be divided 
he beſt part of the Night paſs'd away in theſe 
Tranſports, and Day would have ſurprized them, * 
not Sayda, given them notice it was time to part. The 
Sultaneſe wept, and Thibault was extremely mov'd; but 
Reaſon re · aſſuming its Empire, they embracing, bid 
each other adieu, begging Heaven they might ſoon 
meet again. He went not to Bed, employing the re - 
maining Hours in taking leave of the Count de Ponthien, 
and the young Prince his Son.— He recommended his 
dear Princeſs to the former, entreating him to neglect 
no Opportunities of being with her. He then repair'd 
to the Sultan, to receive his laſt Commands, and ſet 
out with a Chearfulneſs that ſeem d to preſage Succeſs, 
- Duzinc his Abſence, the watchful Policy of the 
fair Su/tang/5 contriv'd to acquire a great number of 
Creatures, ready to undertake every thing to ſerve her; 
ſhe cauſed ſeveral Favours to be conferr'd on them, thro' 
the Intereſt the Count had with the Sultar. He was 
now grown prodigiouſly in his Favour. The Sultan 
uſed frequently to divert himſelf with hunting, it was 
an Exerciſe he extremely loved, and 7 Count under - 
ſtanding it perfectly, was always one of the Party. 
The Expreſſes which were continually brought of the 
Victories Thibault had gain'd over the Enemies, in- 
creaſed the Sultans Eſteem of the two Hoſtages. Three 
Months paſſed thus, with creating new Friendg/6n the 
Queen's Side, and Confidence on the Sultans; but the 
Joy of both, tho' for different Reaſons, was compleated, 
when à Courier arriv'd with the News that the con- 
quering Thibaul? had entirely vanquiſh'd, cut the whole 
Army of th Foe i ices killd their Prince with tis 
r own 
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© own Hand, and not only recover'd the Dominions they 
had taken from the Sultan, * alſo added that of the 
bold Invader to his Empire. — Theſe glorious Actions 
were ſignaliz'd in Almeria by great Rejoycings; 
nothing was talk'd gf, but he Bravery of the Captive, 
and the Obligations both King and People had to him. 
As for him, when he found no more Enemies to com- 
bat, he made haſte to garriſon the conquer'd Places, 
and having deputed ſuch Governors as he thought 
were faithful, return'd in Triumph to Almeria. The 
Sultan reteiv d him as his Guardian-Angel, reſtor d 
him his Liberty, and preſs'd him to accept of the great - 
eſt Places in his Empire, if he would change his Reli- 
Dion; but the other gave him to underſtand, tho' with 
the greateſt Reſpect, that he could not embrace his 
Favours, but aſſur'd him he would ftay at his Court as 
long as he ſhould be wanted. This Refuſal was ſo far 
from incenſing, that the Stan gave him the greater 
Eſteem for it; and this illuſtrious Warrior became ſo 
. conſiderabje at the Court of A/meria, that nothing was 
done but by his Advice. The Svltangſi finding the 
Succeſs of her Project, now thought it time to put the 
finiſhing Stroke to it. She pretended to be. with 
Child, and that the Air of A/meria did not agree with 
her: A Renegade Phyſician, that ſhe had gain'd to her 
Intereſt, aſſur'd the Sultan that her Life would be in 
Danger, if ſhe did not remove from where ſhe was. 
That Prince, alarm'd by the Tenderneſs he had for her, 
begg'd her to make choice of any of his Houſes of 
Pleaſure to go and reſide in. The Sultznc/+ piteh'd 
on one which was by the Sea-fide, and the Way to 
which was by Sea. The Sultan immediately gave 
Orders for the equip ing a Galley, and the Queen took 
care to fill it with Pe ons entirely devoted to her In- 
tereſt ——— When every thing was ready, ſhe 'd 
the Sultan that ſhe might be accompany d thither by 
the French Cavalier, for the Security of her Perſon; as 
for the Count de Ponthieu and his Son, there Was no 
Occaſion for aſking leave for their Attendance, becabſe 
dex belong d immedutely to her.— The Sultan made 
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no ſcruple of granting every thing ſhe deſired, and ſhe | 
embark'd with her Father, her Brother, and Huſband, 

and the faithful Sayda; taking with her a Son of ſeven 
Years old, which ſhe had by the Sultan, leaving in Al- 
merid a Daughter that was ſtill at the Breaſt, Heaven 
ſeem'd to favour their Deſigns, they were no ſooner 
got ro Sea, than our Warriors, ſeconded by the Queen's 
Creatures, oblig*d the Slaves · ¶ the Galley to row . 
directly to Brindes, where they happily arrived. The 
Princeſs gave the Chriftian Slaves their Liberty, and 


put in their places all the Saracens ſhe could purchaſe, 
with Orders to give the Sultan the following — 


The Princeſs of Pow rRIEVU to the Sultan 
="; ; of Almeria. 


F I had only your Genereofity to have combuted, 1 
awould haue diſcover'd to you the Cauſe which urged 
me to this Flight———convincd, that you would rather 
have favour'd than oppos'd it; but your Love and Reli- 
gion being inſurmountable Obflacles, I was oblig'd to 


make wſe of Artifice jo be PRs quit you not, my 


Lord, thro* Inconflancy; I follow my Huſband, my Fa- 
ther, and my Brother, who were the three Captives 
whoſe Lives you granted me; my Huſband having expos'4 
Bis for your Glory, and the Security of your Dominions, 
has, in Part, atquitted me of the Obligations I owe you. 

Jam a Chriſtian, and was a Sovereign before 
your Wife; judge therefore, whether my Rank and Re- 
ligion did not demand this of me. — I Hall altoays 
with Gratitude remember the Hinour you have done 
mes I have left you my Daughter, being oblig'd to 
abandon her becauſe of her Youth: Look on her, IT in- 
treat you, with the Eyes of a Father. — I wiſh you all 
the Happineſs you deſerve, and /hall with Ferwency beg 
of Heaven to bleſs you with that divine I/lumination, 
ewhich in the only thing in which your Heroic Virtues are 


deficient. | | 
PONTHIEU. 
"a 


IX 
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Tur Sultan ſaw the Galley return, and receiv'd the 
Princeſs's Letter while ſhe was proſecuting her Journey 
to Rome; he was inconceivably afflicted at the News, 
but his Reaſon at length getting the better of his De- 
ſpair he endeavour'd to comfort himſelf, by tranſplant- 
ing all the Tenderneſs he had paid the Mother to the 
little Daughter. In the mean time, our illuſtrious Fu- 
gitives arrived at Rome, where they were receiv'd by 
the Pope with extraordinary Honours ; and after having 
reconciled the Princeſs of Sayda to the Boſom of the 
Church, they departed, loaded with Preſents and Fa- 
vours, to Ponthien, where the unanimous Joy of the 
People for their Return is not to be expreſs d. The 
2 Count dying ſome time aſter, his Son inherited his Do- 
minions; but that young Prince not long ſurviving, he 
left the Sovereignty to the Princeſs his Siſter, Who, 


Voith her Huſband, reign'd a long time in perſect Glory 
ed | and happy Unity. The Son the had by the Salton * 
= married a rich Heireſs of Normandy, from whom are 
4— deſcended the Lords of Preau ; and the Princeſs who 
to was left behind with the Sultan, was married to a Sa- 
ny races Prince, and from a Daughter of that Princeſs'Wwis 
a- born the famous Saladin, Sultan of Egypt, fo known 
es and dreaded by all Chriftianity. | 2 * L 
"4 F own, ſaid Urania, finding Felicia had done 
1% 


T = n deal in it 

igiouſly ſurpriſing, and I find S Fault 4 
than that it appears too marvellous to be Truth. 
As for me, ſaid Florinda, there are ſeveral Incidents in 
it, which at the ſame time both aſtoniſſi d and touch d 
me. The manner of amiable Florinda's repeating it, 
added Thelamont, has given Graces to the moſt terri- 
ble Parts of it. I vow, faid Orophaner, the Adventure 
which the Princeſs met wi the Foreſt, was not the 
eaſieſt to deſcribe; and I more than once trembled for 
Florinda in going thro' it. You rally, ſaid Camilla ; 
but ſetting Jeſting apart, I do think ſhe gave us to 
underſtand with a great deal of Delicacy that Misfor- 

tune of the unhappy Prince, and proved the __ 
"© | tender 
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tender Unions are not always exempt from Trouble. 
The Hiſtory, added Orophancs, is really very beauti- 
ful,, and well told; and it puts me in Mind of ſome 
Particulars in Saladins Life, which I'll impart to you. 


Tun Hour for Dinner put an End to this Converſa- | 
tion; which being over, they repaired to the Library: * 
but though they had laid themſelves under a Law to 
read ſometimes, they did not always ſtrictly obſerve it 
that charming Society having firſt eſtabliſh'd Liberty, 
there were ſome Days in which their Wit and Memory 
furniſh'd. them with Subjects of Entertainment without 
the Help of Books. Thelamont/was the firſt that began, 
Since, Kid he, I don't find you. much diſpos'd to ob · 
ſerve that Silence which Reading exacts, and this Cabi- 
net is appointed for relating Paſſages in Hiſtory, I'll tell 
you one found Veſterday in {theneu;,which I was vor 
much pleaſed with, and I make no doubt but you wil 
be ſo too Few Princes allow of their Miniſters 
Ability,theirSelf-lovemaking them lay their own Faults 
on them, and take to themſelves thoſe things which 
haye ſucceeded. Philip of Macedon was not of this 
number z Atbeneus reports, that in the very Criſis of 
his greateſt Aﬀairs, that Prince drinking hard with his 
Friends, gave an authentic Proof of the Eſteem and 
Confidence he placed in his Miniſter ;| Came, /aid that 
Monarch, let us drink, let us drink, "tis Sufficient that 
Antipater goth not drink. This, in my Opinion, con- 
tinued Thrlamont, was as great a Teſtimony of 
Hove, as a Prince could give a Subject; it is certain 
that-Ph:/ip muſt have been perſuaded, that that Mini- 
ſter's Reaſon was more neceſſary to the State than his 
own. I was nat a little pleaſed with reading it; there 
i, I think, ſomething in it free and natural, and at the 
ſame time great and noble In the Heat of Wine, 
amidſt the Licentiouſneſs of the Feaſts of thoſe Times, 
to be ſedate enough to account for his own Neglect, to 
thoſe who might have blamed. him, and to we 
Praiſes fo full of Juſtice on his Miniſter, was a P 
that he who debauck in that manner, was inca- 


pable 


> 
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pable of forgetting himſelf. Philip muſt have been 43 
great a Prince, ſaid Flori nde, as Antipater was an 

excellent Stateſman; which proves, that let a Prinò 

be ever ſo great, he always ſtands in need of good Coun- 
ſellors. Doubtleſs, reply'd-Thelamont, if Agrippa had 
had only a common Genius, Auguſſtus would never have 
been Maſter of the World. What Thelamont ſays, 
reply d Orophanes, is very juſt ; Auguſtus often fell 
from the Character of Great on- the moſt important 
Occaſions: There are ſome Paſſages in his Life, where 
he deſcends even to Meanneſs; for example, when he 
heard of the Defeat ef his Army in Germany com- 
manded by Varro, he tore his Hair, and his 
Head againſt the Wall, crying out, Varro, r:;ffore me my 
Legion | What Glory was this for Arminins; to have 
forced the Commander of the Univerſe to ſuch an Ex- 
travagance? And in this Particular, obſerve the Dif- 
ference between the Genius of Avgu/izs and that of 
Philip. This, out of a of Soul, takes a 


Pleaſure in doing Honour to the Merit of his Miniſter ; 
the other, out of Weakneſs, adds to the Victory of his 


Enemy, by his fruitleſs. Lamentations. Your Notice 
of theſe Paſſages is extremely juſt, ſaid Urenia, and 
I believe Lcan add another equally blameable. I have 
read jn Suetonixs, that when he heard of the Princeſs 
Fulia's Behaviour, he .condemn'd. her to Death z but 
repenting of it the next Moment, he took the moſt ri- 
diculous Method in the Warld ; he ſent a Memorial to 
the Senate, in which, in a pathetic Manner, he expoſes 
the Shame and Infamy of his Houſe. His Reaſon once 
more returning, and getting the better of his Paſhon, 
he was ſenſible of the Error he had committed, and, 
Seneca ſays, fell into Tears, and cry'd out ſeveral times, 
4 had not thus proclaim d my own Diſgrare, if Agrippa, 
er Mecænas, bad been living —'This Contrariety of 
Sentiment, ſaid Florinda, ſhews the want, indeed, he had 
of a prudent and underſtanding Miniſter ; yet there are 
rinces Who do not care to have about them Genius's 
uperior to their own; of which, Emanae/, King of Por- 
tuge!, is an Example, That Prince having a * 
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Importance to write, commiſſion'd a Man of known 
Wit in his Court to do it: The Gentleman having ac- 
quitted himſelf of his Truſt, waited on the King with 
it ; that Monarch, after having read it, took one out 

of his Pocket, that he had wrote himſelf, and compari 

them, confeſs'd that of the Courtier was the beſt, a 
that he would make uſe of it. The Gentleman having 
made ſome Reflections on the Adventure, went to one 
of his Friends, and told him, That he had ſettled his 
Affairs, and was come to take leave of him. His Friend 
having aſc'd the Reaſon of his ſudden Departure, There 
is no longer any Safety for me at Court, anſwer'd he, 
the King knows I have more Wit than he has. What 
follow'd, ſhew'd that he had taken the wiſeſt Reſolu- 
tion; for Emanue/ cauſed him to be ſearch'd for, in 
order to ſacrifice him to his Jealouſy, It muſt be al- 
low'd, ſaid Felicia, that it is very difficult to know 
Mankind; the higher they are in Rank, the leſs poſſible 
it is to ſee into the Sincerity of their Hearts. An inti- 
mate Friend of Cicero's, aſk'd him one Day what he 
thought of Ce/ar, after he had made himſelf Maſter 
of the Republic ? Stay, reply'd that Senator, till 
„ ee you ſhall then 
judge of him yourſelf : But remember, that the Pupil 

of Ariftotle, ſo wiſe and knowing, became 
debauch'd, proud and cruel, when he no longer had 
any thing to fear. I think, ſaid Camilla, twill be a 
Shame for me to be the only one that does not uce 
ſome Paſſage in Hiſtory; and ſince you have — 
tis but Juſt for me to take ny Turn. What Thela- 
mont ſeems to be moſt taken with, is the Juſtice Philip 

id his Miniſter ; but what pleaſes me moſt,. is what 
I have read of the Manners of the Ancient in the 
Strictneſs of their Friendſhips; tis in that they moſt 
ſurpaſs us, and we give lves leſs Trouble in imi- 
_— them in that, than in any thing. If any one 
ſhould attempt it, he would be made a Jeſt of: What 


Difference is there in our Behaviour, in regard to Friend- 
ſhip, and the religious Obſervation of it in Xenophon's 
Time? They look d on it then as the an Qua- 
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Kfcationiof a Man of Honour, and they gain'd as much 
Fame by it, as by the moſt illuſtrious Virtues. They 
died, ſaid that noble Athenian, ſpeaking of the Grecian 
Captains that the Per/ians had ſo perſidiouſly maſſacred, 
they died, as they had liv'd, without Reproach either 
in War or Friendſhip.— Who would venture to make 
ſuch an Encongium in the funeral Orations of the great 
Men of this Age? Is there one to be now met with, 
in whom ſuch a Confidence could be put, as that which 
Crates, the famous Philoſopher, placed in his two 
Friends when he was dying ; who, in his-Will, left to 
one of them the Care of providing for his Mother, and 
to the other, that of educating his Daughter, "marrying 
her, and giving her a Portion ; and incaſe one of them 
ſhould die, he ſubſtituted the Survivor in his room, to 
take care of both his Mother and Daughter in the ſame 
Manner: The two Friends accepted of the Truſt in full 
Senate, and e d as much Satisfaction in thoſe 
Marks of Confidence, as they were charm'd with being 
able to comply with them. This Remark, ſaid The/a- 
mont, which the agreeable Camilla has made, is the 
more to be admir'd, becauſe I am convinc'd ſhe fpeaks 
from her Heart; for it is certain, we cannot be touch d 
with the Effects of a Virtue which we are not capable 
of practiſing. You reward me very gallantly, reply d 
ſne, for the Silence I have obſery'd, and the little I 
have ſaid; but, I believe, continu'd ſhe, that ſerious 
Matters have taken up enough of our Time, we had 
beſt now divert ourſelves with walking. At theſe 
Words, the Company role, and repair'd to the River ſide. 
_OROPHANES, who. always attack d Felicia on 
the Paſlages that were quoted, now laid hold on Friend- 
ſhip. If Friendſhip, faid he, is a Virtue, the Want of 
it muſt be a great Vice; and the beautiful Qualities of 
Felicia muſt be imperſect, ſince ſhe has not that. Can 
you never complain, anſwer'd the ſmiling, without 
offending me? -Do you confound Love with Friend- 
_ If T1 have nothing to ſay to the firſt, I value my- 
ſelf very much upon the laſt; and if I were worthy 
of the Trouble of an Hiſtorian, ſhould deſerve the Elo- 
| - gum 
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—— that m gives thoſe Greciant. If ſo, ſaid 

ve me the Means of writing your Hiſtory, and by 
ſome 1 Mark of your Friendſhip for me, engage 
my Pen to chant your Praiſes; let me talk to you of 
Love, and do you entertain me with F pany” 4x by 
this Means you'll ſoften the Rigour of m 
without wounding your auſtere Virtue, and la me 
in Gratitude to make your Encomium. Indeed, ſaid 
Thelamont, tis my Opinion that Orophanes very well 
deſerves to be treated with leſs Rigour; and if you 
have not more Humanity, you'll find that all your 
Friends will take his Part againſt you I'm certain, 
laid Florinda, that Orophane;'s Fate concerns us all; 
as for me, I declare myſelf on his Side. I do the — 
cry'd Camilla, my gay Humour will not permit me to 
ſee any body ſuffer. This is too much, ſaid Felicia, and 
I don't know how I ſhall come off in ſo unequal a 
Combat, if Urania does not take my Part. Urania 
imil'd, and made no other Anſwer „ 
ths following Words: 


When with Paſſion we admire, 
It vain the favourite Lover ſues; 
We fear to own the ſecret Five, 
Left by yielding we ſhould loſe + 
Trifling Aﬀe#ions are with Eaſe revead, 
But that's moſt fervent, which is moſt conceal d. 


: Wuar, ſaid Felicig, do compoſe off-hand 
now's off I did not ch a Piece of Treaſon 
from-dear Urania. The Company diverted themſelves 

for ſome Time with Fe/icia's Confuſion, and v 

much applauded Urania's Air, making her 1 

more than once; and, notwithſtanding the Vexation of 

her amiable Friend, they agreed, that ſhe had exqui- 
ſitely laid open the Heart in theſe Lines; ſince nothing 
is more certain, than that an Apprehenſion of loſin 
the Eſteem of the Man they love, makes Women 

often 2 their true nnr * 

. as 
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faid Tus v were ſtill reaſoning on this, when they were 
dby inform d of the Arrival of pb and Acantes, two Gen- 
gage tlemeit who were nearly related to Thelamont. Urania 
du of knew them, but the reſt of the Company did not. 
by Thelamont having preſented them to the Ladies, Ura- 
ains, nia alk'd them, if the Favour of their Viſit was owing 
> me to Chance or Defign? As Sincerity is a Mark of Re- 
ſaid ſpect, anſwer'd Acantes gaily, what we owe you, Ma- 
well am, obliges us to own that Hunting has occaſion d us 
you the Honour of waiting on you at this Time—that Ex- 
your erciſe having led us to follow our Game on your Eſtate, 
tain, we thought it our Duty, before we left it, to pay you 
all; our Reſpects. I find then, ſaid The/amont, that Hunt- 
ame, ing is ſtill your darling Recreation. I am ſtill the ſame, 
ne to dear Thelamont, ſaid he, in every thing, always free, 
, and 7 „ and eaſy, wi Reftraint or Paſſion, and I con- 
val a x4 I find nothing capable of amuſing me ſo agreeably 
mis as this Exerciſe. But, ſaid Urania, 1 am ſurpriz'd that 
ging Ipbis is complaiſant enough to accompany you in it ; 
for I know he is no Sportſman, his grave and ſerious 
Humour does not admit of any violent Exerciſes. You 
ſay true, Madam, replied his, but we muſt ſome- 
times oblige our Friends; I hunt with him, and in re- 
turn he conſents to think with me. | 
Tux v laugh'd heartily at this Anſwer ; and the Con- 
| formity that there was between the Humours of Ca- 
74. milla and Florinda, and Acantes and Ipbis,” occaſion d 
a good deal of ſprightly Wit on all Sides. I believe, 
hand ſaid Florinda, that Acantes would not be ſo complai- 
eaſon ſant to his Friend; he'd ſcarce miſs a Party at Hunting 
ſelves to oblige 1phis. Upon my Word, anſwer d Acanter, 
* with a very pleaſant Eagerneſs, tis well the Perſon 
IT that accuſes me of ſo much Ingratitude is heantiful-as 


you are, or I ſhould very much reſent it. What? does 
ſaying a Man is a very Hunter, imply he is full 
of Defe&s?—Becauſe I love that Sport, am I incapa- 
ble of loving my Friends ?-- I have heard, reply'd 
Florinda, that a Man entirely given to Hunting can 
love nothing elſe; he is always ready to quit his dear- 
eſt Friends, and the moſt agreeable ws a * 


* 
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hunt a Stag, or chaſe a Hare. When he is in the Heat 
of his Sport he can think of nothing elſe. At his 
Return, fatiguedand wearied, he juſt gives himſelf time 
to gratify his Thirſt and Hunger, then in the Arms of 
Sleep takes that Repoſe he ſo much wants.—The next 
Day reſuming the ſame Amuſement, tis abſolutely im- 
poſſible to have any Society with him, tho' he were the 
moſt amiable Man in the World: How can ſuch a 
Man be depended on, who ſeems to forget Mankind for 
Brutes, and being always with them, oft contracts their 
Habits of Fierceneſs and Inconſtancy ? Upon my Word. 
Madam, faid Acantes, you have drawn a fine Picture of 
a Hunter ; if he has a mind to be univerſally diſeſteem- 
ed, tis but obliging the World to liſten to you; but 
what gives me the greateſt Concern is, that you (| 
with ſo much Wit and Grace, that you muſt -infallibly 
be believ'd; therefore I will not aim at anſwering you 
with Reaſons, but with Demonſtration : I will, in Re. 
venge, become furiouſly in Love with you, follow you 
every where, adore you, and ſacrifice my moſt precious 
Time to you, and yet ftill continue a Sportſman ; I will 
£0 out and hunt, my Return lay at your Feet the 
Animals I have ſubdij d in the Woods; I'ILonly think 
of you, and the Plezlure,of ſeeing you ſhall make me 
haiten home: And/Iwill ſo well convince you that a 
With Ardour, that, perhaps, in your 
Turn, you will delight in Hunting too. The Diſpute 
was ſo diverting, that they were unwilling to interrupt 
it ; but Orophanes finding that Florinda was at a Lois 
how to anſwer the Gallantry of Acantes, endeavour'd 
to draw Camilla into the e Nonplus, Twould 
be pleaſant, ſaid he, if Acantes ſhould perſuade Fo- 
nds to love Hunting, and Jphis learn Camilla to 
be Thoughtful. Don't. bring me into the Diſpute, 
aid ſhe, leave every body's Temper to themſelves; III 
learn nothing that can interrupt my Gaiety, and all 
the Solidity of /phis's Mind not give a Check to | 
the Vivacity of mine. As Heaven, anſwer'd Ibis, has 
not endow id any one Perſon with all the different Ac - 
compliſknents; fnce Camilla has not Gravity enough, 
1 1 l 
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nor I Gaiety, in ſome ſort to improve Nature's Handy. 
work: ; let us endeavour to unite our Minds and Hearts, 
that out of us two we may make one perfect one. The 
Propoſal is ve , faid Urania, and tho* extreme- 
ly gallant, — - all contradictory to the Philoſophy 
that Jphis profeſſes. Tho' it may not diſturb his Phi- 
loſophy, it may my Repoſe, reply'd Camilla ſmiling, 
therefore I will not come into it. Urania ſeeing it was 
near Supper-time, invited the two Friends to ſtay, 
knowing that their Seat was near enough to go home 
at Night : They embrac'd her Offer with Pleaſure ; 
and this agreeable Society having walk'd a little lon- 
er, enter'd the Houſe, and plac'd themſelves at Ta- 
le. Acantes ſaid a thouſand bright Things to Florin- 
da, who anſwer'd him with a Mildneſs, mix'd with a 
Vivacity, which very much diverted. As Ipbis had a 
fine Voice, they begg'd him to ſing; he did not give 
*them the Trouble to preſs him much, and finding it 
would be ſoon time to take leave, ſung the following 
Words, addreſſing himſelf to Camilla 


Love has for me no Charms, 

Since from Iris I muſt part; © 
. Fate tears me from your Arms, 

Yet in Chains you hold my Heart: 

O let that go, or keep me here, 
As you and Heawven decide; 

The Gods will own "5 too ſevere, 
Me from myſelf thus to divide. 


H receiv'd a thouſand Applauſes for the Sweet - 
neſs of his Voice, and the Words, which were his own. 
Laſſure you, ſaid Camilla, that I would be glad to af - 
ford him ſome of my Mirth, but not deprive him of 
Thinking, fince it is to that Quality we owe the Beau- 
ty of theſe Lines. I am perſuaded, ſaid Florinda, that 
they can never be wanting, where you are the Object. 
The Repaſt over, Jobis and Acantes, after embracin 
Thelamont and Orophanes, and ſaluting the Ladies, too 
Horſe, and with Regret quitted this amiable Aſſembly. 

Vor, I » n G The ; 
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The Moment of their Departure being that i 
Urania was accuſtom'd to retire, ſhe led CamiiF: and 
Flerinda to their Apartment; and Thelamont and Oro- 
Pbanes, having waited, on her and Felicia to theirs, 
they all endeavour'd to take that 3 which uſually 
attends on the Shades of Night. 
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we ras 
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RA NVIA was no ſooner awake, than the 

Meſſenger ſhe had ſent to Gerent re- 

& turn'd with a Letter, in which ſhe found 
752 theſe Words: 


GERON T to URANIA. 


Hatewer is the Motive that has fawour d me with 

fome Marks of your Remembrance, I cannot help 
being ſenſible of them, tho) I am very well afſur'd my 
Preſence is not agreeable to you : 1 ſhould have given my- 
Self the Satisfaction of waiting on yon, had I not been 
prevented by the Hurry of Buſineſs, occafion'd by a con- 
fiderable Law-ſuit," which a near Relation of Thelamont 


has commenc'd againſt me. His Proceedings are ſo 
vigorous, that I am in Danger of loſing no leſs than my 
auhole Eftate ; — would come to an Accommoda- 
tion, but be will hearken to na Terms; fo that in a 


G2 very 


Wen, 


0 
r 
very little Time you will be entirely ſatisy'd, fince my 
Ruin will inevitably take from me the Poxwer of perſe- 


cuting you with a Paſſion, which you never approv'd of 
Fron the | 


Unfortunate 4 


| GERONT. 
.» 


Tuts Letter \ccafion'd Reflections in Urania, which 
took her up ſome Hours ; but at length aſſuming a Re- 
ſolution worthy of herſelf, ſhe ſent to defire Thelamont 
to come to her in her own Apartment, He was no 
ſooner enter d, than he took notice there appear'd an 
uncommon Concern in her Countenance, and eagerly 
-aſk'd, What was the Cauſe? Urania, whoſe Mind was 
till taken up with the Diſcourſe ſhe had to make'to 
him, anſwer d no otherwiſe than by preſenting to him 
the Letter ſhe had juſt receiv'd from Geront. He read 
it attentively ; and eaſily guefling, by the Knowledge 
of Urania's Generoſity, the Cauſe of her Chagrin, and 
ſenſible ſhe was not ignorant how much it was in his 
Power to be ſerviceable to this unfortunate Gentleman, 
Is it poſſible, Madam, faid he, that knowing the Au- 
thority you have over me, you ſhould be embaraſs d 
to declare your Sentiments ? —PD£2D— I read in your 
Eyes, that you demanded a fgnal Proof of my Love ; 
I am ready to ſacrifice my Life for you: Can you 
8 my A= . to obey any Commands you can 


no leſa from your Ge- 

b * ad he; 241 have prais'd a thouſand times 

chat happy Sympathy which makes us always think 
and act in the ſame Manner. Then explaining hes, 
ſelf more clearly, ſhe begg d him to uſe his Intereſt to, 
ſerve Geront in this Affair, and to endeavour to bring 
his Kinſman, over whom ſhe knew he had an Influence, 
to Terms of Accommodation. Lay aſide, added ſhe, 
the Intereſt of Heart, and conſult no but the 
Nobleneſs Humanity of your Soul ; by this 
Effort, * Geront to acknowledge, that nobody but 
7 Belanunt 
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Thelamgnt can deſerve Urania. Such engaging Per. 
ſuaſions had the Effect they merited; the enamour'd 
Thelament promis d to act with Vigour, and that if 
Geront ſhould fail of confeſſing, as he ought, the Fa- 
wur, yet by doing it he ſhould think himſelf bleſs'd in 
convincing her of the Diſintereſtedneſs and Purity of his 
Affection. They then agreed that he ſhould depart 
immediately about it; and whatever Grief it was to 
deprive themſelyes of the Pleaſure of being together, 
the Greatneſs of their Souls permitted them not, on 
this Occaſion, to expreſs any Regret. * 

Taz Family was ſoon appriz d that Thelamont was 
about to depart; and Camilla and Florindd haſtened, 
with. Orephanes, to Urania's Chamber, to 5 the 
Occaſion of it. Felicia, who had a mind to teaſe Oro—-— 
f banes, told them, that Urania found the Gentlemen 
prolong'd their Viſit to a greater Space of Time than 
ſhe deſir d, and had therefore deſir d them do withdraw 
for a little while. How ! reply d Orophanes, is not 
Urania ſatisfy d with baniſhing my Friend, but muſt I 
de ſent away too? Upon my word I ſhall not ſhew 
that implicit Obedience as The/amont does ; I ſhall not 
leave this Place willingly. Camilla and Florinde, who 
lovid Urania tenderly, ſhew'd ſo much Uneaſineſs at 

4 ſudden Change, which, they unagin'd, had pro- 
ceeded from ſome Miſunderſtanding between the Lo- 
vers, that ſhe was obliged to acquaint them with the 
Truth. 


Ware ſhe was doing this, Felicia took Orophanes 
aſide, and begg d him to accompany Thelament. Charm - 
ing Felicia, ſaid he, I can be of no Service to him in 
this Aﬀair he is undertaking, and my Preſence is ex- 
tremely ſo to that which is of the utmoſt Moment to 
myſelf. But, reply'd ſhe, I am ſerious in what I now 
ſay to you, I cannot ſuffer you to continue here with- 
out Thelamont ; you are not fo indifferent to me, but 
that my Fame is frighted at it. This Acknowledg- 
ment, reſum'd he, is too favourable not to ſoften the 
Rigour of your Command. —T'll obey ybu, ſince you'll 
have it fo ; — but, lovely Felicia, added he with a 
Ups "2 6 3 | . Sigh, 
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Sigh, I. can't tell how the Preſence or Abſence of Ne. 
lamont can be of any Conſequence to your Fame, ſince 
here ſtill remain Witneſſes enough of your Prudence, 
and my Reſpect, to preſerve it from any Suſpicion. 
No matter, anſwer d Felicia, Urania and Thelamuht 
behave themſelves with ſo much Wiſdom and Virtue, 
that by them I am reſolv'd to direct my Actions. 
Iho' none of us but know they love each other ten- 
derly, yet both preſerve that Decorum and Reſerve, 
that we admire their Paſſion, without being able to 
blame it. -— Let us then imitate them, Orophanes, and 
by our Conduct render ourfelves worthy the Eſteem of 
two ſuch extraordinary Friends. Felicia ſpoke this in 
10 abſolute a Manner, that Orot banes durſt offer no 
mare in Oppoſition; ſo joining with the reſt of the 
Company, he ſaid he would accompany Thelamont, 
and not return till he did. But, ſaid Camilla, what will 
then become of the Adventyyes of Saladin, which you 
Fromited to tell us? for I am not at all inclinable to 
excuſe yon from keeping your Word. I can eafily ac- 
quit myſeif of that, anſwer'd he, pulling out a Paper, 
and preſenting to Felicia; J had writ them, that I 
might the more correctly inform you of them; but 
tince I am depriv'd of fo great a Pleaſure, this Lady 
will oblige you with reading ther.:. 

By this time every thing being ready for the two 


k . * 


Friends Departure, they took their Leave of the 
Charme ey left behind 'em, with Looks which ſuf- 
Eciently denoted the Pleaſure they enjoy d in their 


Compary.—The Ladies expreſs'd a Concern not much 
inferior; but having agreed to meet again at Belj/a's, 
they ſeparated, with the flattering Hopes of ſeeing 
each other ſoon again. Their Departure occaſion'd a 
Melancholy in the Hearts of Urania and Felicia, which 
ſoon communicated itſelf to Camilla and Florinda ; 
and there was ſuch a Silence, as might have been taken 
for Grief: But Lanta recollecting herſelf, and with 
an amiable Smile looking on her three Friends, I ſee, 
ſaid ſhe, the Thoughtfulneſs I have been in for a Mo- 
ment has already been inſectious; your Friendſhip far 
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me has made you conform to my Humour; but 1 
beg you to excuſe me, you know the Reaſon, and may 
the better pardo J aſſure you, ſaid Florinda, We 
you—we always find a Pleaſure in 
lowing the Motions of your Heart, fince in what 
vation ſoever it be, it has always a thouſand Charms, 
Urania thank d her for ſo kindly excuſing what ſhe 
could look on no otherwiſe than as a Weakneſs : But, 
I believe, added ſhe, till Dinner-time we may divert 
ourſelves in N the Story of Saladin, if Felicia 
will give us the Pleaſure of reading it to us. I am 


do not at all bl 


ready, reply'd ſhe, on condition that, to prevent our 


being interrupted, we retire into the Wood, Her 


Friends approv'd of her Propoſal, and being got thi- 


ther, and all ſeated in the pleaſanteſt Part of it, Felicia 


took out the Paper which Orophanes had left with her,  *-- © 


and in the moſt graceful Manner read theſe Words. 
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47 he Adventures of SALADIN, Sultan of 
Egypt. 


I Don'T undertake to tell you the Life of Saladin; 
2 


you know by the Hiſtory which Florinda has re- 

ted to you, that he is deſcended from a French Prin- 
ceſs, It ſeem'd as if Nature, notwithſtanding the Su- 
rſtitions of his Religion, which he imbibed with his 
Milk, had endow'd him with all the Virtues requiſite 
to make him worthy of his, illuſtrious Birth; he was 
generous, magnificent, affable, friendly, a Lover of 
Virtue and great Actions, and more capable of per- 
forming em than a great many of thoſe he endeavour d 
to imitate: He was a good Soldier, great Captain, as 
able in Peace as in War, and a moſt refin'd Politician.— 
This is a ſmall Sketch of the Character of that Saladin, 
of whoſe Life I ſhall give you but one Incident, as a 
. | 864 ſufficient 
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ſufficient Teſtimony of the Greatneſs of his Soul and 
Generoſity. | . 
Hs had concluded a Truce with ti Chriſtians, and 
velling * 


was willing to make uſe of it, by 
through Europe; and, in Perſon, to ſee and know th 
Strength of the Chriſtian Princes in league againſt him. 
The Dangers of ſuch an Enterprize could not deter him 
from endeavouring to make himſelf Maſter of the Ad- 
vantages of it. He embark d in the Habit of an Armenian 
Merchant, attended by fifteen of the principal Lords of 
his Court, all diſgvis'd in the fame Manner, and provided 
with a great Number of Diamonds, which they expos'd 
to Sale, the better to appear for what they ſeem'd. 
They firſt landed at Venice, and from thence paſſing to 
Beolonia thro) a Wood, at the Cloſe of the Evening t 
met with the Count of Ben:iwo/io returning from Hunt- 
ang. This Lord ſeeing Strangers, without a Guide, ready 
to ſtrike into the thickeſt Part of a Foreſt where Thieves 
every Day attack'd and murder'd Paſiengers, accoſted 
em, made em ſenſible of the Danger they were in, and 
defired em for that Night to accept of his Caſtle, and 
in the Morning he would cauſe em to be conducted to 
Bolonia, and at the ſame time made known to 'em his 
Name and Quality. Our pretended 4rmerniarsembrac'd 
his Invitations. After many reciprocal Civilities on the 
Way, the Count took notice that the reſt of the Arme- 
nian paid very great Reſpect to Sa/adin ; and as his 
Perſon had a certain Air of Grandeur and Majeſty, which 
Princes cannot hide, the Count conceiv'd a mor#than 
ordinary Regard for him, which increas'd in Proportion 
as he convers'd with him; for Saladin and his Retinue 
talking very good Zalian, he eaſily diſcaver'd his good 
Senſe and Underſtanding. They oon arriv'd at the Ca- 


ſtle, where the Counteſs being appriz'd of her Huſband's * 


Intentions, receiv'd *em with a particular Civility. _ 
Arres Supper they were conducted to magnificent 
: Aroftments ; but having an Inclination to find out who 
they were, from the firſt Moment believing they were of 
a Quality ſuperior to what they pretended, he invited 


em to hunt with him the next Morning; Which being 
aſſented 
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| aſſented to, he had till the better Opportunity of diſco- 
vering the Merits of his illuſtrious Gueſts. From one A- 
muſement to another he diverted em for three Days, 
and was, in that Time, fo charm'd with the Wit and 
graceful Behaviour of Saladin, that the Thoughts of be- 
ing ſeparated from him ſeem'd painful. The feign'd Ar- 
menians took alſo a particular Friendſhip for him, and ex- _ 
preſs d a great 'Tenderneſs for the young Marquis of 
Bentivolie, the Count and Counteſs's Son: But Sala- 
din, who had greater Views than Pleaſure in his Head, 
was reſolv d to purſue his Journey; and not being wil- 
ling to depart without giving his noble Hoſts ſome Teſ- 
timonies of his Eſteem, he deſired the Count to permit 
him to make a Preſent to his Lady, of ſomething that 
might preſerve him a Place m her Remembrance. 'This - 
noble minded Gentleman was very unwilling to conſent, 
but being preſs d, at laſt ſubmitted; and Saladin gave 
her a Diamond of ſo great a Value, that ſhe, who only 
expecteda trifling Piece of Gallantry of no Conſequence, 
us'd it: But he aſſuring her, that he ſhould take her 
Denial as an Aﬀront, and that what ſeem' d to her as a 
magnificent Preſent, was nothing in compariſon of What 
he would willingly have done in Return for their Civili- 
- ties; and, in fine, inſiſted ſo handſomely on her taking 
it, that the Count was forc'd to make her accept it. She, 
on her Side, being willing to expreſs the Gratitude and 
Eſteem ſhe had for Saladin, made him a Preſent of a 
magnificent Veſt, embroider'd with Gold, and enrich'd 
with Pearls, which ſhe herſelf had work'd, and defignd 
for the Count her Huſband. Saladin was charm'd with 
it, and by his Manner of receiving it, plainly ſhew'd that 
the Friendſhip of the Giver was dearer to him than any 
thing. —At length, part they muſt, the with an 
equal Reluctance on both Sides - | : 
Tunis taking leave of each other was moving: 
Saladin departed with his Retinue, to which the Count 
f added a Gentleman and a Guard, to conduct them to 
Bolonia with Safety.—— The feign'd Merchants de- 
ſir' d their Guide to ſhew em the beſt Inn in the Town; 
the ( aſſur'd them that he would, and led em 
5 R F, G 5 "= 
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F © toa ſtately Palace, where they were regal'd with the 
[ - utmoſt Magnificence.— Saladin, ſurpriz d at this Ad- 
i venture, aik'd the Meaning of it, but could get nothing 
cout of the Gentleman, tilf it was explain'd by the Ar- 
rival of the Count and Counteſs of Bentive/io; who, 
willing to put him into a little pleafing Aſtoniſhment, 
had caus'd him to be carried to their Palace; the Caſtle 
where before they had been entertain'd, being only a 
retiring Place, which, at. ſome Seaſons of the Year, 
they Choſe to reſide in, for the Benefit of the Air. 
SALADIN was extremely delighted with this Piece 
of Gallantry, and expreſs'd his Gratitude by a thouſand 
Acknowledgments. 'The Count ſhew'd him all the Beau- 
ties of that great and opulent City. There happen'd 
to be a Tournament, in which Saladin, and the Lords 
of his Court, appear'd with ſo much Magnificence and 
Addreſs, that they carried the greateſt Honour of it; and 
nobody queſtion'd, but that thoſe illuſtrious Strangers 
were much above the Rank they would have paſs'd for. 
- AFTE he had ſtaid eight Days in Bolonia, he ſet for- 
* ward on his Journey, vowing an eternal Friendſhip fr 
& _ the Count and Counteſs ; who, on their Side, were ſen- 
= fibly touch'd at the Separation: And the more fo, be- 
cauſe they could not by all their Induſtry diſcover who 
he was, and had little Hope of ever ſeeing him again. 
SALADIN repair'd to Rome, and from thence, thro” 
the Courts of all the Chriftian Princes, making him- 
ſelf a Judge of what he might expect from ſuch power- 
ful Enemies; this done, he return'd to his own Domi- 
nions, to prepare-for War, where, with Firmneſs, he 
expected the Chriftian Army, which met with the un- 
fortunate Succeſs that Hiſtory informs us of; our Forces. 
being defeated and deſtroyed by that powerful and in- 
trepid Foe. The Count of Bentiwolio, who was one of 
thoſe who had taken up the Croſs, was made Priſoner, 
and on dividing the Slayes, he fell into the Hands of a 
Grandee of Saladins Court; where, having conceal'd 
his Name and Quality, he was employ'd about themean- 4 
eſt Offices. As Hunting was the Count's favourite Diver- 
fion, he took notice that his Maſter, who was alſo ex- 
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tremel fond of it, had great Numbers of fine Dogs: but 
not being broke as our European Packs, they loſt a great 
deal of their. Merit. He undertook it, without men- 
tioning it to any body, to break ſix of them; and ſuc- 
ceeded ſo well, that his Maſter, to whom he preſented 
them, was charm'd with the Change he found in them : 
the Count told him, that if he would give him his 
Liberty, he would engage to make all his Hounds as 
much under Command as theſe fix. The Saracen Lord 
promis'd he would, and ſet him to Work; the Count by 
this Means leſſen'd the Severity of his Captivity, this 
Buſineſs appearing to him more noble than what he had 
formerly been employ'd in.—He acquitted himſelf in 
a very little Time of his Promiſe, having broke the 
whole beautiful Pack. "The Saracen was fo well pleas'd, 
that ie gave him great Rewards, but afſus'd him 'twas 
not in his Power to reſtore him to his Liberty. "Tis 
eaſy to believe this News was a prodigious Shock to 
the Hopes that he had been flatter'd with, and that he 
ſtood in need of all his Reaſon and Philoſophy, to en- 
able him to ſubmit to his Deſtiny ; but there is nothing 
ſo much entitles one to the Aſſiſtance of Heaven, as pa- 
tient ſuffering what the divine Decree is pleas ' d to in- 
ſlict: Such a Perſon rarely, if ever, is diſappointed in his 
Hope of Redreſs. The Count reap'd the Benefit of his 
Reſignation, and all the Afflictions he at preſent labour'd. 
under, fſerv'd but to endear approaching Happineſs. 
SALADIN having heard great Talk of his Miniſ- 
ter's fine Pack of Hounds, and under what a prodigious 
Diſcipline they were, order'd him to bring his Hunting 
Equipage, that he might partake the Diverſion with 
bim: The Lord obey'd, and gave Orders to the Count 
that every thing might be ready. He had Reaſon to be 
ſatisfied, for the Dogs perform'd Wonders; and the Sul- 
tan being tranſported, would know by what Means he: 
had render'd ſo numerous a Pack of Hounds ſo obedi- 
ent. The Saracen Grandee own'd to him, that he had a. 
ChriftianSlave, who, in hopes of his Liberty, had broke 
'em for him ; andthat the firſt Time he had hunted with 
'em, he had look d on it oy Prodigy. Saladin begg'd 
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the Slave of him, that ke might do the ſameVervige for 
' him, and commanded he ſhould be brought to him. He 
came; but how great was his Aſtoniſiment, when, in 
the Perſon of the Slave, he found the Count of Benti- 
wvolio! his Generoſity and Friendſhip made him ſee him 
in Fetters with the utmoſt Concern. His firſt 
Thought was to catch him in his Arms, but refle&ing oh 


the Conſequences of ſuch an Action, he reſtrain'd him- 


ſelf, tho' not without Pain. The whole Court took no- 
tice that there was a vaſt Alteration in his Countenance, 
but none gueſs'd at the meaning of it; Chance having 
order'd it ſo, that not one of the Lords, who attended 
him in his Travels, was preſent. Saladin aſk'd the 
Count in Italian, his Country, Quality, Age, and the 
Condition of his Family, and his own Eftate : He ſatis- 
fied him in every Particular, his Name and Quality 


* excepted. The Sultan ſmiled at his Anſwers, and then 


aſk d him, if he would undertake to take care of his 
Pack of Hounds. —The Count trembled with Horrorat 
the Propoſal, foreſeeing, that when he ſhould be once 
the Suitan's Slave, there could be no further Hopes of 
aining his Liberty, either by Ranſom or Exchange. 

Saladin, who heedfully obſerved his every Motion, . 
ceiv'd the Trouble he was in; and being willing to 
an End to it, I promiſe you, ſaid he, if you ſuce 
well as you have done, I will give you your Liberty. 
and I ſwear to it by Mabomet. The Count re-afſur'd by 
that Oath, which is inviolable among the Saracens, told 
the Sultan he was ready to obey him. 

SALADIN order'd him to be lodg'd in his own Pa- 


lace; but the Amazement the Count was in, at ſeeing 


himſelf conducted into a magnificent Apartment, is not 
to be expreſs d. He was ſo far from being treated as a 
Slave, when he came there, that he found, ſeveral at his 
Command, who attended on him after the European 
Manner. His Surprize was ſtill increas'd, when going 
about to teach the Dogs, he found he had only the Trou- 
ble of diſciplining them, as he might havedone his own 
for his Diverſion——twenty Slaves being always ready 
$0 wait on him, and obey him. 9 
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this Situation, each of which was diſtinguiſh'd by ſome 
Preſent from the Suan. So many Favours, and, as he 
thought, unmerited, made him tremble, leff they ſhould 
be the Bribe to ſomething, the Performance of which 
would have been worſe than Slavery. Inthe mean time, 
the eight Days being expirdy, Saladin gave the fifteen 
Lords who had travelled with him, Notice to attend him, 
and order'd the Count to appear before him. He was in- 
troduc'd into the Royal Cloſet, where he found the Su/- 
tan alone, who looking fixedly on him, and . 
his Eyes were caſt down, as ruminating on the Sequel 

this Adventure, Lift up your Eyes, (84 he to him, and 


ſee if you do not remember the Face of the Sultan of 


Egypt ! Sir, replied the Count, with mort Aſſurance, you 
have Features which are not unknown to me, and tho” 
there are but few Men of your auguſt Preſence, yet I 
have ſeen one who had the Honour to reſemble you ; but 
Whether it be an Effect of my Memory, or Imagination 
only, you ſee at your Feet a Chriſtian, a Slave perſectly 
ſenſible of your Goodneſs ; the Reaſon of itis unknown 
to me, but my whole Ambition is to deſerve and ac- 
knowledge it. That you may eaſily do, reſum d the 
Sultan, but firſt, added he, do you not know this Piece 
of Work? ſhewing k him the Veſt which he had receiv'd 
from the Counteſs. The Count felt ſomething at his 
Heart at theſe Words, and the Sight. of the Garment, 
which cannot be well accounted for: A Confuſion 
of [eas ruſh'd at once upon him, and as he could not 
immediately diſtinguiſh which was real, or which illu- 
- fave, fo could he not aſſume Preſence enough of Mind, to 
beg to be inform'd, At laſt, Alas! ſaid ke, how can I 
but know ſo precious 4 Work! I own, Sif, that Veſt 
came from one who is united to me by Ties never tobe 


diſſolv d; it was defign'd for me, but with my Conſent 


ſhe preſented it to an illuſtrious Stranger for whom we. 
both had a particular Eſteem. 

SALADIN, at this 2 could no longer con- 
tain himſelf, but ſnatching the Count into his Arms, 
It is I, my dear Count, crie it is I who am that 


Stranger — know your Friend in the Sultan of Apes 
| N | * 
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who has never met with ſo great an Affliction, as the 
being ignorant of your Slavery ; you ſhould never have 
undergone it, my Gratitude and Friendſhip ſhould have 
been the only Chains to have retain'd you. 
During this obliging Diſcourſe, the Count expreſs'd 
his Joy by a thouſand T rts of Tenderneſs and 
Reſpect this one Moment made him forget his 
Misfortunes, and he return'd the Su/tan's Careſſes as 
paſſionately as he beitow'd them on him. After having 
allowed a ſufficient Time to the teſtifying the mutual 
- Friendſhip each had for the other, Receive, this Day, ; 
ſaid Saladin, the Reward of that Generoſity I. found 
from you without knowing me, I reſtore you to your 
Liberty ; but I won't ſuffer you to-leave me, till I have 
loaded you with Honours and Riches in the Preſence of 
my whole Court. Then having call'd in the Lords, 
whe with Impatience expected the End of this Confe- 
rence: Behold, faid he to them, the generous Count * 
of Bentivelio, who entertain'd us at his Palaces ſo mag- 
mhcently ! ſhew by your Friendſhip to him, 907 of 
pst are not leſs hoſpitable and grateful than thoſe of 
+" Bolonia. Theſe Words were attended by a general 4 
Acclamation, each ſtriving who ſhould embrace him 
firſt ; never was there a greater or ſincerer Joy. 

AFTER Saladin had publiſh'd to all his Court the 
Obligations he had to the Count, he order'd him ſump- 
tuous Equipages, and a ſtately Palace, and treated him 
in the molt ſplendid Manner. I know, ſaid the Sultan to 
him one Day, the Love you bear your illuſtrious Coun- 
teſs, and your Fenderneſs for your amiable Son; but give 
three Months to my Friendſhip,that Time expir'd, you 
ſhall depart,and 1'll ask for yourRanſom,added he, ſmil- 
ing, but one Favour,which will be eaſy for you to grant. 

Tus Count's extreme Deſire to tee his Family, would 
have made him glad to have had it in his Power to 
have refus'd him ; but ſuch Marks of Friendſhip, from 
ſo.great a Prince, would not ſuffer him to diſobey ; and 
he yielded to his Entreaties. During this Time, the Sul 
fan order d a Veſiel to be equipp'd, laden with immenſe 

Riches, and all Proviſions neceiiary for _— the 
| .Y OY age 
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Voyage commodious. The Hour Yor parting being 
come, Saladin ſaid to the Count, all that Friendſhip 
could dictate to a generous Soul: Well, my dear Gaant 
added he, do you think yourſelf capable of a great Proof 
of your Regard? I afk it of you with all the Ardour that 

a true and perfect Friend can be ſenſible of; which is, 
that as ſoon as you have ſettled your Affairs in Zaty, 
you will return, and bring me too the Counteſs, and 
your Son, that I may ſhew them, as well as you,” ſome 
Marks of my Eſteem: This is your Ranſom, dear Ben- 
tivolio, do not refuſe it to a Prince who loves you above 
all Mankind. The Count was charm'd with this new 
Piece of Generoſity, and gave him his Honour to do 
wit he deſir'd of him; then Saladin told him, there 
was a Veſſel ready, that there were ſome Preſents for 
the Counteſs and her Son; the reſt, added he, is for 
yourſelf you may fail To- morrow, and may your 
Return be as expeditious as I wiſh it. 

Tun Count thus parted, and having a fair Wind, 
was ſoon at his defired Port. But it is Fancy only, 
which muſt make known the Joy with which the Coun- 
teſs welcom'd her long abſent Lord. The firſt tumul- 
tuous Tranſports of their Meeting over, he inf6rtn'd 
her of his Adventure and the Promiſe he had made 
Saladin; which ſhe no ſooner heard, than ſhe was im- 
patient he ſhould make it good, that ſhe might thank 
that Prince for all his Favours, and in particular, for 
reſtoring to her 4what was ſo dear, that Life without 
him ſeem'd only & lingering Death. | 

Tuzix Affairs being adjuſted, they embark'd with 
young Bentivolio, and arriv'd at the Sultan's Court, 
who receiv'd them with an inexpreſſible Joy. 
He entertain d the Counteſs in as elegant a Manner as 
he would have done the greateſt Empreſs, only with 
more Tenderneſs; and the young Marquis receiv'd a 
thouſand Marks of his Kindneſs. He made ſome mo- 
deft Efforts to engage the Count and his Family to ſta 
with him, and change their Religion, nary Ai = . 
the greateſt Places in his Kingdom; but he made this 
Demand only as a Friend who wilt'd it fo, without 
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Ae that might make the other ſuſpect there was 
wi 


ger in refuſing; which obliged the Count to anſwer 
ne ſame Confidence. He thank d him for his Of- 
fers, which he told him he knew were deſign'd only for 
bis Advantage; and having let him ſee the Impoſſibility 
of what he deſir d, the Sultan preſs'd him no farther, 
and only employ'd himſelf in taking care to load him 
and his Family with rich Preſents. He detain'd 'em as 
long as he could poſlibly ; but having, at length, given 
em Leave to return to /taly, they came home with 
ſuch exceſſive: Riches, that they have fince made their 
Deſcendants Sovereigns of Bolania. 


I as8vRet you, ſaid Camilla, when ſhe ſaw rel. 
had done reading, that I am very ſorry Saladin is not 
now living; I ſhould flatter myſelf that ſo great a Man 
might ſhake of his Superſtitions. I ſhould have no 
Hopes, replied Flarinda, that the Difference of Times 

could effect what Love could not; for I have read, that 
a great and beautiful Queen of our Religion held in 
Chains the Heart of that Su/tar, and that he lov'd her 
without ceaſing to follow the Law of Mabomet. How- 
ever that be, ſaid Lrania, Orophanes has perfectly 
well acquitted himſelf of his Promiſe. - 

Tus Hour for Dinner being come, they got up; and 

tho' the Repaſt was not attended with the uſual Gaiety, 
it wanted not Delicacy. When it was over, not being 
willing to ſwerve from their accuſtom'd Diverſions, 
they went into the Library ; the Humour they were in 
made them prefer Reading to Converſing, each havin 
itch'd on a Book, there was for ſome time a pro 
Lilenc e: But Cami/la, who look'd on Melancholy as a 
| Monſter, endeavouring to drive away thoſe Symptoms 
F _- of it, which ſhe began to feel in her Mind; Come, faid 
dhe, throwing her Book down on the Table, let us put a 
| Stop to our ſerious Amuſements; I am ready to faint, I 
am dull and do not know why. Speak dear Urania, 
[ continued ſhe, running to her, and embracing her, Read- 
| ing makes me fall into moral Reflections; and if you 
t don't help me, I am undone. Urania nn 
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bear ſmiling at Camil/a's Diſcourſe; and returning her 
Careſſes, laid aſide her Book, Felicia and Florinda 
did the ſame, to pleaſe her: Since you are ſo com- 
plaiſant, ſaid Camille, I ſhould be glad to convince you , 
that the Diverſions of the Mindare not diſtaſteful to me, 


ſince I have with Pleaſure and Attention read a Paſſage 


in Philo the Few among his Embaſſies, which makes 


me extremely condemn thoſe that cheriſh Adulation and 


Flattery : He mentions a Man, none of the Wiſeſt, who 
ſaid, that ſince they who take care of the Flocks are 
not Brutes, as thoſe are, but of a more excellent Na- 
ture; of Conſequence they who command over Men, 
and are fo ſtrictſy obey'd by them, could not be only 
Men, but Gods. Is not this way of arguing, added Ca- 
milla, a moſt inſolent Piece of Flattery ? How many 
Princes do we meet with in Hiſtory, adorn'd with great 
Virtues, but who were eclipſed by their Attention to- 
Flattery ; and may we not conclude, that to the Exceſs 
of this Flattery is owing the Apotheoſis of ſo many P#- 
gan Princes? Your Affliction, ſaid Urania, is juſt, but 
olicy has oftner had a Hand in the Method among the 
Antients of deifying their Sovereigns, than the Flattery 
— talk of. This Sort of Adoration maintain'd the 
* within the Bounds of their Duty, and render d 
the Monarch formidable even after his Death. In this, 
ſaid Felicia, I admire the Sanctity and Force of our 
Religion; which not allowing of thoſe Apotheoſes, has 
otherwiſe as well eſtabliſh'd the Authority of our Prin- 
ces, that they may much more eaſily abuſe it, if they 
eaſe, than thoſe deified Kings or Emperors could. 
e have ſome, tho but few, Examples of Princes, faid 
Flarinda, that hated Flattery, and even ſome of the 
molt vicious too in other things. 
TIBERTUS, the moſt cruel of all the Roman Em- 
perors, valued himſelf on being eloquent: The Senate, 
to pleaſe him, adjudged him the Prize; but that Prince, 


thinking the Flattery too groſs, refuſed it, and by ſo 


doing, acquir'd more Honour, than the Senate offerd 


him. Alexander did much the ſame thing, added Ca- 
mille, for a certain Perſon having writ his Hiſtory fill'd 
| | with 


\ 


- 
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with Actiom that were incredible, and a continued 
Scene of Flattery, making Virtues of his greateſt Vices; 
and reading it to him as he paſs'd the River Araxis, 
that Prince threw the Book mto the Water with the 


, © greateſt Indignation, and order'd the Author never 


more to. appear before him. But Cleontes, the Hiſto- 
nan, having wrote the Life of the ſame Prince with 
exact Truth, he receiv'd it with Pleaſure, thank'd him, 
honour'd him with his Friendſhip, heaping Benefits on 
him, in return, he ſaid, for having deſcnb'd Alexan- 
der ſuch as he really was. If every body, ſaid Urania, 
would do themſelves the ſame Juſtice, they would ſoon 
arrive at Perfection, the — of ourſelves being 
the greateſt Proof of Wiſdom; and this puts me in 
mind of one who deſerves to be chronicled among 
thoſe of the moſt famous Heroes. One of our Kings 
| deſigning to honour the Sieur % Conſiy with the Sword N 
of Conſtable of France, he refuſed it; repreſenting to 
tlie King that for a Dignity of ſuch vaſt Importance, 
it was not only requiſite to be a Man of Vigour, beet 
that Vigilance ought to be added to his other Abilities, 
and that his great Age having left him only his Zeal 
and Courage, he thought himſelf unworthy of it. The 
„King, who knew him to be a faithful Subject, deſir d 
him to name ſome one whom he thought more worthy 
of the Poſt. Conſſy, without heſitating, named his 
greateſt Enemy. The King fſurpriz'd to hear him 
recommend a Man with whom he knew he was at en- 
mity, told him, he thought he would have nam'd one 
that was his Relation, and who, I know, ſaid he, de- 
ſerves it. He does ſo, reply d Couſſy, but he's next to 
him I firſt mention d. The whole Court admired this 
piece of Juſtice and Generoſity, and it afterwards oc- 
caſion d the Reconciliation of theſe two illuſtrious Ene- 
mies. Hiſtory, in making the Elogium of this Hero, 
places this Action of his above all his Exploits in War. 

As ſhe'ended theſe Words, ſhe was told, a Gentle- 
man defired to ſpeak with her from Celimena, a Lady 
of the ſame Village in which Urania's Houſe was; and. 
when ſhe had order'd his Admittance, I come, Madam, 2 
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faid he, by Ce/imena's Command, to intreat, that you 
and your Friends will honour her with your Company 
at a Country Feaſt that is to be to-night at her Houſe: 
I was to have aſk'd the ſame Favour of Thelamont 
and Orophanes, but I underſtand that they are gone, 
As Celimena was a Woman of Merit, and Quality» 
Urania thank'd the Gentleman for the Trouble he had” 
given himſelf, and defir'd him to aſſure that Lady, that 
ſhe and her Company would immediately wait on her: 
If I had known, ſaid ſhe, that ſhe had been now in the 
Country, I ſhould have paid my D:woirs to her before. 
The Gentleman told her, ſhe had been come but two 2 
Days, and if ſhe had not been taken up about the Feaſt, 
* ſhe now invited her to, ſhe would have been the firſt to 
have come and aſſur'd her of her Friendſhip. 

AFTER theſe Compliments on both ſides, he retir'd. 
I am charm'd, ſaid Urania, at this Opportunity of 
diverting Camilla; Chance, agreeable to my Deſires, 
will paſs the Time in a more pleaſant Manner than I 
could have h I proteſt, reply'd ſhe, my Me- 
lancholy was diſſipated, as ſoon as you had given me 
leave to ſpeak. I don't think, ſaid Florinda, that 
the Converſation we have had, can be reckon'd — 
the Number of thoſe that fatigue. It is true, dai 
Felicia, we have ſaid good things enough to prove we 
know how to ſpend our Time. No matter, faid Ura- 
nia, {miling, Variety is ſometimes pleaſant. 

AT theſe Words they all removed to their Toilets. 
The Magnificence and Politeneſs of Dreſs, join'd to 
their natural Beauty, it might be ſaid, there never was 
a more pleaſing Sight than theſe four Ladies, who 
taking Coach repair d to the Caſtle; where Cælimena 
receiv'd them with a ſincere Joy. A 

Tur v found there a great deal of Company, and a 
great number of Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes ſcatter d 
in the Gardens and Apartments; that beautiful Place, 
might, on that Day, have been compar'd to the Valley 
of Tempe, ſo famous for the Number of illuſtrious Per- 
ſons who retired thither to enjoy the Pleaſures of a ſoli- 
tary Life; the greateſt Part of the Perſons of Condi- 
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tion of chat Company, having taken up the Scrip and 
Hook, to do Honour to this rural Feaſt. I he No- 
velty of this amiable Spectacle, extremely delighted 
Urania and her Friends; in ſhort, it ſe-m'd as if Wit 
and Simplicity join'd to make thi Co duion appear 


preferable to the moſt exalted Rank, | tis Reflection 
7:7 for ſome time the Subject of their Converſation; 


but C:/imena, who had a particular Eſteem for Urania, 
being willing ſhe ſhould be inform'd of the Occaſion of 
this Feaſt, defir'd her to paſs from a ſtately Hall, in 
which they then were, to her Apartment. Camilla, 
Florinda, Felicia, and part of the other Ladies, follow'd 
them. I intend, faid Cælimena, to ſhew you the Objects 
of this Day's Diverſfion—they deſerve your Attention; 
and by them you'll find, that there are ſtill Examples 
of Fidelity, tho* not common in this Age. As ſhe ended 


theſe Words, they found themſelves in a magnificent 


ent, fll'd with She and Shepherdeſſes, 

who ſeem'd to be preparing to act ſome theatrical Piece. 
Among ſo many young Beauties? that ſhone with Splen- 
dor in that Place, one only attracted Urania's Obſeꝛ - 
vation; ſhe could not look on her without Admiration, 
and having extremely prais'd her to Celimena; Ap- 
ch, Hertenfea, ſaid the Lady, come and ſalute that 
rania you have ſo much deſir d to know. At theſe 
Words the lovely Shepherdeſs advanc'd, and embracing 
Urania with a moſt becoming and graceful Eafineſs, 


* You'll be ſurpriz d, Madam, faid ſhe, that ſach a one 


as I am ſhould take this Liberty: But you ſee I am 
commanded to do ſo, and have learn'd nothing better 
in a Country Life, than to be perfectly obedient. You 


are ſo beautiful, anſwer'd Urania, returning her Ca- 


reſſes, and expreſs yourſelf with ſo truly noble an Air, 
that "whoever you are, I ſhall think myſelf happy in 
your Acquaintance. Then the reſt of the Ladies having 
ſaluted her, Uraniz ſaid to Celimena, that tho' that 
Shepherdeis very much deterv'd to be preferr'd to 
the reſt, yet ſhe ſuppos'd there was ſome other parti- 
cular Reaſon for her being the principal Subject of the 
Feat, It is a very extraordinary Adventure, anſwer'd 
/ ſhe, 
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ſhe, and I could wiſt- that Melintas, who is here, 
pointing to a Shepherd perfectly well made, would re- 
late it to you himſelf. The whole Company was 
charm'd with his good Mien, and the Addreſs with 
which he enter'd the Room; and agreed, that Hor- 
tenſia and he ſeem'd a Couple ſuited, as it were, by 
Heaven for each other: Neither has any thing been 
able to ſeparate them, ſaid.Ce/imena ; but you ſhall have 
the Satisfaction of hearing their Story. Melintas an- 
ſwer'd the Praiſes that were given him with ſo much 
Wit and Politeneſs, that the Surprize Urania had be 
fore been in, was very much heighten'd, and ſhe could 
not comprehend how two Perſons, who were preſented 
to her only as Shepherds, ſhould have an Air and Man- 
ner of Behaviour, rare even to be found in Courts; but 
thinking there was ſome Myſtery in it, the Eſteem ſhe 
had conceiv'd for em, as well as Curioſity, made her, 
in very obliging Terms, preſs Melintas to ſatisfy her. 
The Company being ſeated, he began thus, by Celi- 
mena's Order, addreſſing himſelf to Urania. | 


The Hiſtory of Mz11nTAS and 
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OU'L be ſurpriz'd, Madam, that plain Shep- 
| herds ſhould have any thing in their Lives which 
merit ypur Attention, and to hear me relate ſerious Ad- 
ventures in a Language, the Simplicity of which can 
have but few Graces for you; but I hope you Will ex- 
cuſe my Faults, on the Account of my Obedience, 
Au ox the many Shepherds in this Country, my 


Father has been always look'd upon as the richeſt ; he 
is call'd Ergaftus, and, if the Innocence of the Woods 
would allow me to be vain enough to go back to the 
Source of my Family, I ſhould among the Number of 
my Relations, find Names conſiderable enough to ſatisfy 
thoſe who reſpect Birth more than Virtue ; but havi 
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inherited none of their Fortune, I ſhall only give my- 
ſelf for what I am. Ergaftus never had any other 


Child than myſelf; I was two Years old (for it is now 
twenty Years ago) when a neighbouring Shepherd, a 


Friend of my Father's, ſaw arrive at his Houſe a magni- 
Ficent Equipage and Chariot, in which was a Man, 
who, by his Air and Drefs, ſeem'd to be of a diſtin- 

uiſn'd Rank. Palemon, for that was the Shepherd's 

ame, aſk'd him, with great Reſpect, what had brought 
him thither. The Unknown took him aſide, and told 
him, that knowing he was poor but honeſt, he had 
made choice of him to repoſe a Truſt in, that ſhould 
make his Fortune ; then having cauſed one of his At- 
tendants to approach, who held in his Arms an Infant 
not three Months old—This is the Charge, continu'd 
he, for which I confide in your Fidelity to educate 
with Care, either as your own, or a Relation of yours. 
You ſhall call her Hortenfia,— here is wherewith to 
defray the Expence you ſhall be at: (With theſe Words, 
he gave him a large Purſe of Gold, and a Caſket of 
Jewels.) If your Money fails, ſaid he, before you ſee me, 
have recourſe to theſe: But I will ſoon be with you 
again, and ſhall continue frequently to viſit you, and 
when I take her from you, will reward you amply ; all 
I defire is, that you will conceal by what means you 


came by her. Having ſaid this without waiting for 


Palemor''s Anſwer, he got into his Chariot, his People 
on Horſeback, and were immediately out of Sight. 
Txz amaz'd Shepherd, charg'd with the Child, a 
conſiderable Sum of Money, and theMeans to rajſe much 
more, calls his Wife and tells her his Adventure; the 
dextr0us Shepherdeſs preſently thought of a Method to 
conceal her, ſaying, ſhe ſhould paſs for her Niece, the 
Daughter of a Siſter of hers, who liv'd a great way off, 
andthat the Wife of one of their Herdſmen ſhould ſuckle 
her. All theſe Expedients found out, they lock'd up 
the Gold and Jewels, very much careſs'd the Infant, 
and gave her the intended Nurſe. Palemon and 


his Wife concealed her ſome Days, becauſe The might 
not be thought to belong to the Equipage that had been 
ſeen 


r enough to enquire, that they knew not the Lord ; but 
v that wanting ſome Refreſhment, Chance led him to 
a their Houſe, which they had, as well as they could, 
1 afforded him. At the end of eight Days, Palemos gave 
out, that he expected next Day to receive a Daughter 


* of his Wife's Siſter, that he had deſired to have the 

3 bringing up of; the appointed Day being come, he ſaid 

t ſhe was arriv'd, and ſhew'd her to all the Shepherds. 
4 Nothing of Moment happen'd till ſhe was five 

1 Years old, I was then ſeven, and our Neighbourhood, 

1 as well as Youth, made us contract a Friendſhip. She 
$ as certainly the moſt beautiful Child that ever was ſeen, 

t all the Shepherds admir'd her, Pa/emon and his Wife 
1 perfectly idoliz d her, and I felt a Tenderneſs for her 
8 that far ſurpaſs d my Age. In the mean time, no News 


Uncle was too honeſt to miſapply what he had receiv'd 


7 with her, and reſolved to employ it in giving her an 
f Education agreeable to what ſhe was; and tho? ſhe was 
brought up as a Shepherdeſs, he ſaid his Fondneſs 
, would not permit him to let her. be ignorant of what 
1 Perſons of ſuperior Quality ought to know, She 
1 had Maſters to inſtruct her in Singing, Dancing, and. 
playing on various Inſtruments, Such an Education 
N eſtow d on a Shepherdeſs, and by a Man who was 
k known not to be very rich, gave my Father a Jealouſy ; 


he thought it would be a Shame, if he, who was ſo 
much at Eaſe, and had no Child but me, ſhould bring 
me up as an ordinary Shepherd, when his Neighbour 
went even beyond his Abilities to accompliſh his Niece 
—— Theſe Reflections prevailed on my Father to give 
me the ſame Improvements as a Man, as Hortenfia had 
as a Woman; I learned to ride, fence, ſhoot the Bow, 
and had all neceſſary Inſtructions in my Exerciſes as 
well as Studies——-ſo I may ſay, I owe all that I 
am to my dear Horten/ia, ſince had it not been for 


- ſo much Care and Expence. 


Thus employ'd, did 


we arrive at that Age: When the Mind begins to expand 
I : itſelf, 
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ſeen at their Houſe, telling thoſe who were curious * 


coming from the Perſon who had left her, her ſuppos d 


her, Ergaſtus would never have brought me up with- 
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Ufelf, but ſtill keeps within the Bounds of Innocence. 
be excelling every body in Perfection, and I 
flatter'd with havſhg ſome Advantage over che reſt of 
the Shepherds, —we were unwilling ever to part; and 
when we met, it was with a Joy which ſhew'd itſelf in 
all our Actions. My Father, who lov'd me, could ſee 
no ImperfeQtion in Hortenſia, and obſerv'd with Plea- 
ſure my Attachment to her; but Palemon behav d with 
more Reſerve, and as ſhe grew more, amiable, the leſs 
he ſuffer' d her to be ſeen. 
IT nEMEMBER this Management very much griev'd 
me, without knowing why I was ſo; and being one Day 
at one of our Country Feaſts, where ſhe carried away 
the Prize in Dancing, as I had done at Shooting, having 
receiv'd our Garlands at the ſame time, we reci 
placed them on each other's Head in Exchange. This 
Action occaſion'd an Acclamation of Joy through the 
whole Aſſembly, and they would have it, that we ſhould 
keep together all the reſt of the Day; which gave me 
an Opportunity of ſpeaking to her, when nobody elſe 
* could hear what I ſaid. What is the Reaſon, beautiful 
Hortenfia, cried I, that I can find no Charms in any 
1 body here but you? and that I think nobody elſe wor- 
1 il thy of the Garland I have juſt now given you? I don't 
wo know that, anſwered ſhe, but -none of our Shepherds 
4 1 pleaſe me; and I thought, when I crown'd you, I did 
4 i a Piece of juſtice ! ſee very well, reſumed I, the 
if | 0 Occaſion of my paying you this Deference, none here 
Wt! is ſo lovely as yourſelf. If fo, ſaid ſhe, then mine is 


U alſo becauſe there is nothing amilble in any body here 
1 but yourſelf. ; 
if | Pando me, Madam, that I relate ſuch trifling 
| Converſations; but they are neceſſary to let you know 
N Love took Poſſeſſion of our Hearts, even before our 
Minds were enlighten'd with Reaſon. From that Day, 
'T let no Opportunity. flip of ſhewing Hortenſia how 
| | | dear ſhe was to me; and tho' ſhe was extremely mo- 
| | deft, the return'd my Cares with equal Tenderneſs. Our 
| | mutual Paſſion augmented to that Degree, that when 
| | ſhe was arriv'd at the Age of fifteen, and I ſeventeen, 
* \ ; it 


wh —ͤ— —— — — 
of 
ww 7” 


1 


* 
2 , : 
F 


” [ 1691 3 oh 
it was not longer poſſible for us to know that a moſt 
violent Paſſion had poſſeſs'd our Souls; we had ſo often 
ſaid that we loy'd one another more than all the World 
beſide, and that Language was become ſo neceſſary to 
our Repoſe, that when Age inform'd me of the ReſpeR 
I ow'd the Object of my Flame, and had taught her 
the Reſervedneſs that became her Sex, we knew not 
how to ſubmit to thoſe rigorous Laws, but in Maturity 
repeated what we had ſaid when Children, and, tho” 
we ated with more Circumſpection, it was not with leis” 
Ardour. 0 | 
ERGASTUS finding himſelf rich enough to give 
me the Satisfaction of marrying Hortinfia; demanded 
her for me of Palcmon. That Shepherd receiv'd his 
Propoſal with Reſpect, but ſaid, he cou'd not diſpoſe of 
his Niece, becauſe his Wife was reſolv'd not to ſettle her 
in our Country. This Anſwer vex'd Ergafius tothe 
Heart, and being piqued at Pa/emon, order d me to 
think no more of Hortenfia. I thought I ſhould have 
died with Grief at this Command; but my Father be- 
ing paſſionate and poſitive, I was forc'd to ſubmit, tho”; 
in doing ſo, I felt Pangs which a Perſon inſpir d with a 
leſs violent Paſſion cannot gueſs at contriv'd to 
inform Hortenfia of our common Misfortune; ſhe was 
equally ſenſible of it, and having vow'd eternal Love in 
ſpite of all the Obſtacles we might meet with, we en- 
eavour'd to comfort ourſelves by reciprocal Aſſurances 
of never marrying but with each other. The Cool- 
neſs. that was between my Father and Palemon, not per- 
mitting us to ſee each other often, we appointed pri- 
vate interviews in the moſt unfrequented Parts of our 
Hamlet, and we employ'd the Hours of Abſence in per- 
feeling thoſe things, we were learning. The great De- 
fire T had of becoming worthy of Hortenfia, made me 
advance with incredible Expedition; and ſhe has had 
the Goodneſs to own, that the Ambition of growing 
more amiable in my Eyes, occaſioned her ing the 
Application ſhe did in her Ilprovements. We liv'd 
hve Years in this Manner; ſhethe moſt beautiful Shep- 
herdeſs in the World, 1 the moſt faithful Shepherd. 
Vor. I. fl 1 "Twas 
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% " "Twas thought, that. as we had improv'd inReadoy, 


we had chang'd our Opinions, and no longer thought of 
each other: We ſtill conceal'd our. innocent Intelligence, 
till about eight Months ago my Father died, and left 
me the richeſt Shepherd in the Neighbourhood: His 
Death making me Matter of myſelf, I publicly ſought 
Hertenfia in Marriage; and Palemon finding that in 
twenty Years he had heard nothing of the Perſon who 
had plac'd her with him, and knowing her Affection 
for me, thought he could not diſpoſe of her better; 
and fince ſhe had been thus abandon'd, he might with- 
out Fear diſpoſe of her. About ſix Months ago, our 
Marriage was ſolemniz'd with all the Ceremonies that 
are neceſſary to make ſuch an Union indiſſoluble. 
I made Hortenfia Miſtreſs of my Fortune, as ſhe was 
before of my Heart; our Happineſs was compleat, and 
it had all the Appearance of continuing ſo, when about 
fifteen Days ago, the ſame Lord that had entruſted Pa- 
lemon with the Care of Hortenſia, came to his Houſe, 
Twenty Years Abſence did not hinder him from know- 
ing him, and he was ſeiz d with an extreme Dread; My 
Lord, faid he, throwing himſelf at his Feet, your long 
Abſence made me look on Hortenſia as a Bleſſing Hea- 
ven had beſtow'd on me; I havediſpos'd of her, ſhe is 
married, ſhe is rich and contented, can you make her more 
happy? The Man of Quality ſeem'd ſurpriz'd at this 
News; but the Simplicity of the Shepherd, and his ham- 
ble. Poſture, having touch'd him; 1 am ſorry, ſaid he, 
that you have pretended to diſpoſe of Hertenſia tis 
what you ought not to have done till you had heard 
from me; but perhaps I may remedy it, and Powerbe- 
ing on our Side, it may not be impoſſible to take Marten 
fa out of the Arms of a Man, whom ſhe can no Mer 
think deſerves her, when ſhe ſhall know who the is. 
PALEMON taking Courage, told him of our Paſ- 
fion, - poke advantageouſly of my Perſon. and Fortune, 
aſſur d him, he had inyiglably obferv'd Horrenfia's Se- 
eret, and concluded Wi ning, that he foreſaw there 
would be great Difficulty in ſeparating us. Phe Lord 
order d him to ſend for Horcenſia; ſhe went and ap. 
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'dto him, as ſhe is, the moſt beautiful Perſon in the 

orld. The Unknown told her, before Palemon, in what 
Manner ſhe had been placed in his Hands, and acquaint- 
ed her, that ſhe was of an illuſtrious Birth, that ſhe muſt 
renouncea Country Life to aſſume amore exalted Rank, 
and quit a Huſband who could not pretend to her; that 
he would find out a Method to diſſolve ſuch an ill-ſort- 
ed Match, and that the Intereſt of her Family, her Pa- 
rents not daring to own their Marriage till that Day, 
had not allow'd of her being inform'd of her Fate ſoon» 
er: After which he exaggerated to her the Advanta 
of a ſplendid Fortune, and an exalted Condition; | 
ing charm'd that the Education Pa/emon had given her 
ſupported with the Graces of her Perſon, had render” 
her ſ@ very worthy of the Fortune that waited for her. 
You may eaſily judge of Hortenſia's Surprize at being 
inform'd of ſo ſurprizing a . She received the 
Careſſes and Praiſes of that Lord with Reſpect; but 
immediately tak ing her Reſolution, I cant but be ſen- 
ſible, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, with a charming Graceful- 
neſs, of the Goodneſs you ſay you have ſhewn me and 
that which you now expreſs for me, and ſhall ever ac- 
knowledge it; but I moſt ingenuouſly confeſs, that if, 


to enjoy the Advantages you promiſe me, I muſt be 


ſeparated from a Huſband I paſſionately love, and who 
is a thouſand times dearer to me than Life, I renounce 
them with all my Heart, and prefer to the moſt exalt- 
ed Rank the Title of Palemon's Niece; ſince that gives 
me the Liberty of ſpending my Days with the only 
that pleaſes me. | 
- Tears Diſcourſe, ſpoke with an humble and modeſt 
Bold e, aſtoniſh'd the Lord as much as the News of 
her Marriage had done; he hoped, nevertheleſs, to 
ſucceed, by demonſtrating to her what ſhe would loſe 
by continuing as ſhe then was, He omitted nothing that 
might engage her to abandon me; but all the Promiſes 
he could make, had not the Power to ſtagger her Re- 
ſolution. This Reſiſtance making him apprehend more 
Danger than he had at firſt imagin'd, he order'd Pale- 
mon s Wife to ſecure A and bid that Shepherd 
| 2 a him - 
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© Himſelf lead him to my Houſe. - Palemon obey'd, and 
I was extremely aſtoniſh'd to ſee myſelf aſk'd for, by a 
Man entirely unknown to me: I thought he ſeem'd 
ſurpria d in accoſting me, but recovering himſelf, Me- 
fintas, ſaid he, knowing you to be a Man of Senſe, I 
make no doubt but you will, with Pleaſure, come into 
a Propoſal I have to make to you, and ſee into the ill 
Conſequence that will attend the Refuſal of it; and, as 
you would never have pretended to aſpire to a Woman 
oF exalted Condition, you will with leſs Difficulty part 
with Hertenſia, who is not Palemon's Niece, but a Per- 
fon of Diſtinction, and who conſequently can't remain 
yours. This Diſcourſe had ſo very much ſhock'd me, 
that Palemon, by his order, told me the whole Adven- 
ture, and I heard it without ſpeaking a Syllable; at laſt, 
recovering myſelf, I am very much concern'd, Sir, 
ſaid I, at my having made Hortenſia deſcend from an 
exalted Rank to mine, but Love makes every one equal, 
and mine will not permit me to give up a Bleſſing in 
which the Happinets of my Days conſiſts; and what- 
ever Dangers may follow the Denial, I will ſooner part 
with my Life than Hortenſia. I pronounc'd theſe 
Words with a Reſolution that amaz'd him; but the 
Greatneſs of his Mind making him think it would be 
unjuſt to uſe Violence, he anſwer d me with Mildneſs, 
That to atone for that Loſs, he would load me with 
Wealth, and make me of a Fortune to be envied. Could 
you make me a King, Sir, ſaid I, I would refuſe the 
Crown to poſſeſs H:rjenſia. Greatneſs, Riches, Tor- 
ments, nor Death itſelf, ſhall make me ever alter my 
Reſolution. - | 2 
As I ſpoke theſe Words, I ſaw Hortenſa e in, 

follow d by Palemon's Wife, and the moſt conſiderable 
among our Shepherds: My dear Hortenfia,. ſaid I, 

taking her by the Hand, they want to part us, will you 
agree to it? and does Milintas the Shepherd appear les 
amiable to you now, than when Love and Hymen 
vou prefer him to all Mankind? No, no, Melintas, 
faid ſhe, you are ſtill the ſame to me, I come to aſſure 
you of it; I have ſnatch'd myſelf out of Telama's 

, . Cuſtody , 
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Cuſtody, faid ſhe, ſhewing Palemon's Wife, and have | 
call'd theſe Shepherds to our Afliſtance ; and I will firſt 
arm the whole Country, and ſuffer Death, before PI 
be ſeparated from you. You ſee, Sir, ſaid I, a Coun- 3 
try Life does nat corrupt generous. Minds; Truth go- 4 
verns our Actions, let Jultice direct yours; ſhe is as much 4 
for Shepherds as other Men: Force ought not to over- 
come Right, neither can I think it poſſible for Men to 
ſever the Knot that Heaven has in a lawful Manner 

d. 7 
1 CovLD it be done, reply'd he, twould be a Cruelty * 
to ſeparate two ſuch faithful Lovers; I no longer de- 
fire ſuch a Diſunion; only come along with me-to Ce- 
limena's, where you ſhall both ſtay, till I can prev! 
on Hortinſia's Parents to conſent to your Happinels ; 
and I promiſe you, before all theſe Witneſſes, rage 
my utmoſt Endeavours towards it, being thoroughly at- 
feted with the Sentiments I find in you both: Perſons 
of the greateſt Condition might glory in having the 
ſame. I no longer wonder that Pa/emon gave Horten- 
fia to Melintas, his Merit was ſufficient Recommenda- 
tion; fince, tho' I've been brought up my whole 
Life-time at Court, I don't remember ever to have 
ſeen his Superior in good Mien, Senſe, and Greatneſs 
of Soul. Theſe Words, ſpoke with infinite Goodneſs, 
remov'd Hortenfia's and my Fears. I would have 
thrown myſelf at the Feet of. our generous Protector, 
but he , would not ſuffer it ; and embracing us both 
tenderly, made us get into his Coach, and order'd Pa- 
lemen and the other Shepherds to come to Ce/ime- 

nas; Where wewere receiv'd with ſo much Honour, 
tha I cannot find Expreſſions ſtrong enough toſhew my 
Gratitude. 

SHE was inform'd of our Adventure by the Gentle- 
man that brought us to her, and was ſo mov'd with 
our Love and Conſtancy, that ſhe reſolv'd to join with © - 
him, in preventing the Laws both of God and Man be- 
ing infring' d, by parting us. We ſtaid at her Houſe, 
waiting for her's, or the generous Nobleman's Return. 

', They both ſet out at that Inſtant, and we were not lon 


7 | | H 3 in 


me led Uraria and the reſt of the Company to a ſtately 
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| _ - In Sufpence; for C:/imena return'd three Days ago with 
Letters from Hortenſia's Parents, in which they ſaid, 


That not being willing to oppoſe Heaven's Decrees, 
they conſented to our Marriage, and ratify'd it, on 
condition we ſhould near them ſhare" the Splendor of 
their Fortune ; and, for their Glory, quit. a Life, in 
effect, more quiet, but not fo honourable as that which 
they would prepare for us. This News fill'd us with 
Joy, and the Fortune we had ſcorn'd when to be ſepa- 
rated for it, appear d to us with all its Charms the In- 
ſtant we were to enjoy it together. The Shepherds and 
the Shepherdeſſes of this Country, pleas'd at our Hap- 
pineſs, and knowing we were going to leave 'em, would 
give ns a Mark of their Friendſhip, and celebrate the 
iftory our Conſtancy had gain'd, and have therefore 
begg d C:/imena's Permiſſion to give us a Feaſt at her 
Houſe, in return for our having eſteem'd the Innocence 
of their Life enough to prefer it to the Grandeur of 
a ſplendid Fortune: "Tis upon that Account they are 
aſſembled: Moſt of C:/imena's Friends, and the Per- 
ſons of the beſt Condition hereabouts, have given us 
the Honour of their Company, and dreſt themſelves 
like us, to make the Feaſt the more compleat. This, 
Madam, continu'd Mc/intas, is what IL have been 
commanded to inform you of, and ſhall think my- 
ſelf happy, if my Narration has not tir'd yon, and if 
Horten/ia and I may obtain a Place in your Eſteem. 

I as8VvRE you, faid Urania, that your Story has 
very ſenſibly affected me, and you haweſhew'd ſo much 
Underſtanding in your gracetul Manner of telling it, 
that I ſhall think myſelf happy in Being admitted into 
the Number of your Friends; and beg that youuand 


Hortenſia will accept of my Houſe, whenever you have 
"a mind, for a few Days, to taſte the Pleaſure of a Coun- 


try Life. Hortenſia and Melintas receiv'd Uranta's 


Marks of Eſteem with great Tenderneſs, and the whole 


Company gave them the Praiſes they deſerv'd. Celi- 
mera receiv'd Notice that every thing was ready, and 
that they only waited for her, to begin; upon which 


* — * 
* 


(175) 
Gallery, at the one End of which was rais'd a'Stage, 
on each fide were Benches riſing by degrees one above 
another, for the better Convenience of ſeeing. At the 
Front of the Stage there was à convenient Space rail'd 
in, where eaſy Chairs were placed for the molt conſi- 
derable of the Company. Behind the Rails, wich were 
breaſt-high, there was left a large Space, which was 
fill'd with Spectators. The Place was illuminated with 
large I.ooking-glaſs Sconces fix d round the Room, and 
in the Middle a vaſt Number of Cryſtal Branches load- 
ed with Wax Flambeaux. 

Tur Aſſembly was numerous, andaffordedadelight- 
ful Proſpect, by the Mixture of Shepherds and Shep- 
herdeſles, of which it was compos d. Hortenfia and 
M-lintas were plac'd between Celimena and Urania, 
ſronting the Middle of the Stage; and every body be- 
ing plac'd according to their Rank, the Entertainment 
began with a beautiful rural Symphony finely perform d, 
which was follow'd by the nobleſt and tendereſt Scenes 
in Pa tor. Fido, repreſented with Succeſs by the Shep- 
herds and Shepherdeſſes. When this Diverſion was 
over, it being Supper-time, the Company paſs'd into 
the Gardens, which were now become ten thouſand 
times more ſurprizingly beautiful, by an infinite Num- 
ber of Lights with which the Trees were fill'd; whoſe 
Blaze reflecting among theverdant Leaves, dazzled the 
raptur'd Gazer's Eye, with the charming Novelty of an 
artificial Day. The feather'd Choriſters of the Woods, 
again deceiv'd with this more than Zeuxean Art, wel- 
com'd thequick-return'd imaginary Morn, with the ſoft 
Warblings of their enchanting Notes. Every thing 
conſpir d to heighten the agreeable Magnificence of Ce- 

Timena's Gallantry. At the End of the principal Walk 
were pitch'd three large Pavilions, opening to as m 
different Viſta's, In the Middle one was the Table de- 
fign'd for Cali menus particular Friends, among whom 
were Hortenffa and Melintas; in the two others were” 
the moſt conſiderable Shepherdeſſes and Shepherds of 
the Country; the reſt of the Gardens were fll'd with 
* H 4 Refreſh- 
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Neſteſhments for thoſe, whoſe Curioſity alone had 


brought 'em thither. The Repait -was ſumptuous ; 
every Action and Word of M. lintas or Hortenſia, be- 
ſpoke them worthy of the Regard was paid them. Af- 
ter Supper they zeturn'd to the Gallery, were the Ball 
began. Here the Bride and Bridegroom again diſtin- 
guiſh d themſelves by their Addreſs in Dancing; Love, 
and all the Graces ſhone in their every Step. The Ball 
having continued long enough to divert the Aſſembly, 
there was let off a Fire-work, the Beauty of which per- 


etui correſponded with the reſt of the Fealt. Whilſt 


this was doing, the Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes in Ca- 
dence paſs d by Melintas and Horten ſia, ſaluting them, 
and wiſhing them eternal Happineſs, This little Cere- 
mony over, Celimena and all the Company led the Bride 
and Bridegroom to the Apartment that was deſign'd for 
them, leaving the Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes to con- 
tinue the Ball. Hortenſia and Melintas having caus'd 
Palemeon and his Wife to follow them, preſented them 
with the Caſket of Jewels, which they had return'd to 
Hortenfia, and through their Hands diſtributed to the 
reſt of the Shepherds and Shepherdeſſes Preſents conſi - 
derable enough to preſerve their Generofity in their 
Memories for ſome time. 

" Te1s gallant Feſtival having inſpir'd the whole Com- 
pany with Joy, they reſolv'd not to ſeparate till *rwas 
very late; they form'd therefore a ſort of Circle in Hor- 
tinfea's Apartment, where the Converſation at firſt ran 
on the happy State they were going to quit. This 
Company was compos'd of a great many Perſons of Wit, 
one of whom, a Man of Quality, Frierd and Relation to 
Celimmene, aſk'd Melintas, if in the new ſort of Life ke 
was going to lead, he ſhould have no Inclination for War. 
If there were nothing requiſite but Courage, reply d he, 
I-might flatter myſelf with being able to ſerve my Fus. 
but o many Accompliſhments are requiſite towards 


"compleating a Soldier, that my little Experience makes 


me apprehend I ſhould not ſucceed according to m 


Wimes in that State. Tis true, faid Urania, 


N Con- 
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Conditions Experience is requir'd; it is ere neceſſary © 

in War, but in leis perilous Occaſions. It is not till after, 
a great many Years palt in a Concourſe of different Af- 
fairs in many Places, and with different Perſons, and at 
Conjunctures quite oppoſite to each other, out of all 
which Wwe have with Prudence diſentangled ourſelves, 
that we can be properly ſaid to have acquired Experi- 
ence: But as all this cannot happen, but in a very large 
Space of Time, I believe the Life of Man is too ſhort 
to obtain it in Perfection. Study, ſaid Celimena, ſup- 
plies the Place of Experience, ſince that lays before us 
all the famous Actions of the paſt Ages. Doubtleſs, re- 
78 he that had ſpoke firſt, no Man ever made him- 
elf compleatly knowing by his own proper Experience; 
and without the Aſſiſtance of the Precepts and Inſtrue- 
tions of othets, he would go ahgnt what he undertakes 
but in a blind Manner. This may eafily be conceiv'd, 
by examining the Riſe and Progreſs of all Sciences. 
The firſt that laid the Foundation, and endeavour'd to 
give us a Notion of their Ideas, may be ſaid only to 
have ſketch'd them out, their Succeſſors have work'd 
upon the ſame rough Draught, and by continual Im- 

rovements, have at length form'd thoſe beautiful 

axims, which. at preſent are the greateſt Ornament of 

Mankind. Certainly, ſaid Felicia, the Learning we 
acquire by Books, is more univerſal and more certain, 
than when we go by Experience only. 

Goop Hiſtorians relate to us what has paſt that is 
moſt remarkable, the Effects and Cauſes of them, and 
adorn their Writings with Concluſions and Judgments, 
the Conſequences of which are abſolutely uſeful through 
the whole Courſe of a Man's Life. I am convinced of 
that,” replied Melintas, and that the Man who is guid- 
ed by his gw/n Experience alone, will be obliged al- 
ways to have the Balance and Rule in his Hands to exa- 
mine the Reaſon neceſſary for a great Affair, which 
will in its Circumſtances very much differ from what he 
has before ſo well weighed and meaſured; which will 

make him be very often out in his Calculations... | 
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Tur wiſeſt do not always diſtinguiſh juſtly, it is on 
theſeOccafions human Weaknef; moſt appears; for thoſc 
whoſe Experience is not grounded on Learning, judging 
by the outfide of Things, without being able to pene- 
trate deeper, make falſe Steps by interpreting Things 
quite wrong; ſo that I believe I may conclude, that no- 
body can be truly faid to have great Abilities without 
Learning, which is the only Compaſs we ought to ſteer 
by. I am charm'd with hearing Me/intas diſcourſe thus, 
ſaid the Gentleman who had begun the Converſation, for 
Art implies a long Experience, — indeed a Collection 
of tried Maxims: So the Art of reigning, and making 
War, is found in Writings where every thing isaver'd to 
us to be true; the moſt part of thoſe great Writers hav- 
ing been employ'd in what they relate to us, as Hero- 
detus, Xenophon, Ti des, Foſephus, 2 Ceſar, 
and many others. No Science can be acquir'd but by 
Study; Hiſtory is call'd the true Guide, and critic; 
Comment on great Affairs; human Experience is be- 
got by Memory, and Books are the Regiſters of the 
imes: In them we may ſee, that the Experience of 
Numbers are liable to Errors, much more a ſingle Man's. 
How dangerous therefore muſt it be for a Man to ſtake 
s Fortune, Honour, and Life, on his Notion, that the 
Counſel which has once ſucceeded, will always, let the 
Affairs be ever ſo different? What Occaſions Perfection 
ought” to be look'd on as moſt perſect: Experience is 
never ſo without Learning, but when with it, then 
forms the great Man, and enables him to give Laws to 
Nations, as have done Solon, Lycurgus, Plato, Cha- 
rondas, and Pittacus. Lucullus became a great Gene- 
ral by reading. But, ſaid Florinda, Time makes daily 
Alterations in our Cuſtoms, the Intereſts of Princes 
differ, War is waged in a different Manner than it uſed 
to be, Things are on another Footing, Ciftumſtances 
are changed, and ſo vaſtly, that as it was impoſſible for 
Hiſtorians to foreſee it, ſo they could not leave any In- 
ſtruction about it. Ancient Authors are therefore be- 
come uſelefs, we muſt apply ourſelves to modern Expe- 


nences. Give me leave, Madam, renee the RO 


| 


% 


of 


U ne 


* 


5709 


* * 
p 


of Celimena, to fay you are deceiwd be fame Acci-" 


dents that arri d heretofore, tiliappen ; they are of 
the ſame Nature, tho*gunder different Forms. It is 
our Underſtanding that muſt unravel them in Which 
Caſe, he that has Learning and Experience join'd tage- 
ther, has very much the Advantage. Reaſon never fails, 
ſhe always preſerves herſelf entire: Time has no Power 
over her, ſhe is Queen o Gods and Men. We know 
that Proſperity is always attended by Envy, that too 
much Confidence is dangerous, that the Glory of a Con- 
queror excites Jealouſy, that the Advice or Requeſt of 
him who may command abſolutely, is in effect a poſitive 
Order; that it is prejudicial to a State to diſturb its 
Neighbours, when it might remain in Peace; and an in- 
finite Number of ſuch general Rules, that have been al- 
ways certain and true, that ar , andever will be ſo. 
ALL the Reaſons you alledge 1 5 Experience 
without Study, ſaid Camille, ſmiling, very much pleaſe 
the amiable Horten ſia, in the fear ſhe's in of Melintas's 
embracing the Profeſſion of War, if his Study was ſup- 
| ma by Experience. She that would have arm'd the 
ountry, faid Ce/imena, to preſerve her Huſband, does 


not ſeem to me very much to fear War The on, 1 


fions are very different, Madam, replied Hortenſia: 
fear d nothing to prevent my parting with Melintas 
but I own my Courage abandons me, when I think of 
his being in Dangers without my participating with him: 
As for me, ſaid a Lady in Company, I would not on 
any Account be married to a Soldier; befides the con- 
tinual Uneaſineſs I ſhould be under for his Life, I can't 
help thinking it takes from their Humanity ; the 
Slaughter, Blood, and Horror of Combats, accuſtoms 
them inſenſibly to Cruelty, and I ſhould be apprehen- 
five of my Conqueror's treating me as an Enemy. 
The Company could not help laughing at that Lady's 
Opinion ; they * it with good Reaſons, and at 
length perſuaded her, that a Soldier might poſieſs all 


the Qualities neceſſary to pleaſe; and that Humanity 
and Mercy were always the Attributes of a Hero. 
There have been Nations, ſaid Cælimena's Kinſman, 
H 6 inſolent 
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inſolent in Proſperity. and who have treated thoſe they * 
have ſubdued with Crgglty . The Romas Politics were 
wery different from hols; "they treated the Vanquiſh'd 
with: Gengleneſs ; they render'd them Inhabitants of 
their City, and gave them all the Privileges as Romans, 
10 1 and at length, even admitted them into Places of Truſt. 
The Atlan, the Crnini, and the others that were firſt 
| ſubdued by them, were uſed in this Manner; and by 
this ſoft engaging Method, which they all along ad- 
hered to, they at length arrived at ſo powerful a State, 
that hitherto none ever was fo ſolid, nor ever carried 
ts Arms in Triumph into ſo many different Countrick* 
Tux Lacedanoniars, ſaid Urania, and the Atheni- 
ans did not act ſo; they mortally hated thoſe they had 
ſubdued, not thinking them any ways upon a Footing 
with themſelves; hy = a very great Prejudice, as 
well to them as their mitators; for their Power was 
always kept within a narrow Compaſs, and they were 
at length a Prey to'the Macedonians and the Romans. 
The Clemency theſe laſt-mention'd People ſhew'd in 
their Regard, had the ſame Effect on them as on others. 
Philip of Macedon, added Felicia, gain'd the Hearts of 
all Greece, when on the firſt Victery he gain'd over the 
lian, he ſet at Liberty all the Priſoners he had made; 
Alexander cover'd with his own Royal Robe the Body 
of Darius his greateſt Enemy. It was of great Uſe to 
Cyrus, ſaid C:limena, his having treated Craſus mer- 
cifully and honourably, when he had vanquiſh'd him; 
that Prince was lov'd by all Greece, and had he been 
uſed. rudely, ſeveral would have endeayour'd to have 
reveng'd bim. The Senate of Rome, reſum'd Celi- 
mena's Relation, condemn'd the Cruelty of Popilius 
the Conſul, in regard to the Allobrogi, and redreſs'd 
their Complaints as ſoon as made. 'The Honour of 
the Victory does not conſiſt in exerciſing Cruelty over 
the Conquer d: Glory conſiſts chiefly in Clemency 
and Mildneſs. King Artiochus ſet free all the People 
he took about Lariſa, which Humanity made thoſe 
People ſubmit . themſelves to his Dominion. Papiriut 
the Dictator yas, without doubt, a great Chief in . 
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b 
bat his Severity gad Pride made him loſgghe Love of 
his Army to ſucks degree, that they on Pürpoſe made 
him loſe the molt important Occaſions, to mortif) * 
Vanity, even to the Prejudice of the Public Good. a 
have gead, ſaid Melintas, that under Aggius, the Con- 
ſul, the Army carried their Hatred yet further; for to 
ſatisfy the Averſion his too . Severity had rais'd in 


the Hearts of his Soldiers, hat, far from endeavouring. 
to conquer, they deſir d ardently to be vanquiſh'd, if 
he commanded them to march ſwiftly, they went the 
ſlower; and with the utmoſt Encouragement, every 
thing they did was with Langour and Unwillingneſs. 
Happy is the General, ſaid Celimena, who by his 
Courage, Humanity, and good Conduct, juſtly deſerves 
the Title of Father of his Army, as we had a General 
once that did. But, continued i it is Time to give 
Melintas and Hortenſia the Pleatave oi being together, 
and I believe Night is ſo far advanc'd as to make us all 
defirous of Reſt, Upon this, Urania, Felicia, Flo- 
rinda, and Camilla, return'd a thouſand Thanks to Ce- 
limena for the Pleaſure they had enjoyed with her: 
They embrac'd Hertenſia, carels'd Melintas, and 
took Coach. | | . 

As the Caſtle was not far diſtant from Cælimena s 
they ſoon arriv'd there, diſcourfing on the Adventures 
of theſe amiable Shepherds. I am not ſurpriz'd, faid 
Camilla, that Hortenfia is ſo witty and genteel, ſhe is 
born beautiful, and of an exalted Rank, this is enough to 
give her good Impreſſions; but I own, Melintas aſto- 
niſhes me, and I cannot comprehend how being born a 
ſimple Shepherd he can have ſo much Merit. Never- 
theleſs, this is not — ſaid Urania, Quality does 
not give perſonal Accompliſhments, and Birth ſeldom 
does more than place our Virtues or Vices in a more 
conſpicuous Light: The Shepherd therefore may be as 
valiant as the Hero, as witty as the Courtier, and as 
wiſe as the Philoſopher. Melintas is born a Shepherd, 
but with the neceſſary Diſpoſitions for being an amiable 
Man; his Father was able to cultivate his natural Ge- 
mus, and Heaven, who deſign'd him for the _— 
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is now going to enjoy, has made him worthy of it. Yet 
12 ſaid Florinda, all his good Walities would 
R. een buried for ever, had he not fallen in love 
with Horten ia. This ſhews us, ſaid Felicia, that there 
are a thouſand People of Merit, who only want Op- 
portunity to diſplay it. 

Discoursinc thus, they got home; and tho” the 
Diverſion of the Day hadWery much pleas'd them, yet 
they were fatigu'd: They therefore immediately re- 
tired, to enjoy a Repoſe, that their ſecret Uneaſineſſes 
prevented from being perfect. 


: I HE | 
FIFTHDAY. 


IGHT was ſo far advanc'd, when the 


Se four fair Friends retired, that it was very 


Nate before they left their Beds, and did not 
| 98 7 aſſemble together till Dinner-time. Own, 
W my Dear, ſaid Camilla to Urania, ac- 
coſting her as ſhe came out of her Apartment, that Plea- 
ſure makes us lazy, and that many Days ſpent as Yeſter- 
day was, will give us but little Opportunity oFenjoying 
the Solitude we propos'd to our ſelves when we left the 
Town. I don't know, ſaid Urania, what your 
Thoughts are on it; but as for me, I aſſure you thifs little 
Sally makes me enjoy with a better Guſt the Pleaſure of 
being retired with my Friends. I am as ſenfible of it as 
you, ſaid Florinda, and tho' I was very much diverted 
at Celimena's, I ſeem'd to be but half there; but here 
I am entire. The Expreflion is bold, ſaid Felicia, but 
juſt; T am myſelf another Proof of it; I carried my 
Perſon to Cælimena s, my Heart was ſtill in this dear 
Manſion. The Diſtinftion you make, anfwer'd Urania, 
is vaſtly obliging to me, ſince it ſhews you are as eaſy 


here, as if you were at home. I ſhall endeavour to make 
. 2 you 
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you ſo all the Time you do me the Favour to ſtay with 
me. As ſhe ſpoke theſe Words, they placed themſelves 
able; the Deſart was juſt brought in, when a Lackey 
ſent to acquaint Urania, that Ce/imena, with Hor. 
tenfia and Melintas, were coming to wait on her, 
This made them diſpatch their Dinner, and paſs into 
the Hall to be in Readineſs to receive that Company; 
but before they arriv'd, a Valet de 2 of Thela- 
mont 's came with a Packet of Letters directed to Ura- 
nia; What was ſent by him was of too much Conſe- 
quence to her to be defer'd, therefore (after having aſc d 
her Friends Pardon) ſhe open d it, and read the follow- 
ing Letter. 0 


e to URANIA. 


tems an Age fince I left you, ſure Abſence is th: 
greateftl of Misfortunes to one that loves as I do an 
were I not perſuaded that my being here is of Service ta 
Fon, I hould not be able ta command my Grief. Pardon 
me, Madam! If I entertain you with the Emotions of 
my Heart, before I inform you of the QM Fairs entruſted to 
my Care: I hope they will terminate to the Advantage 
of -Geront, and {hat 1 fall have the Honour of” bring-' 
ing you the C:rtainty at Belifa's, till which happy Mo- 
ment, 1 beg Urania will allow ſome little Place in her 
Thoughts to him who is the tendereſ and meft faithful 


of Men. 
£ THELAMONT. 


Wurx Urania had read this aloud, ſhe look'd farther 
into the Packet, and finding a Letter from Orophanes 
to Felicia; Here is ſomething, ſaid ſhe to her Friends, 
that will divert us, for I am ſure Felicia will be obliging 
enough to communicate it to us. With theſe Words ſhe 
gave it to that amiable Lady: I find, anſwer'dſhe, I muſt 

ollow your Example, and that loving you ſo affectionate- 

as Ido, I oughtto give you the ſame Marks of it in 
making nothing a Secret. ——Pray liſten, therefore, 
ws. a ö 2 10 9 con- 
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Ives eontinu'd ſhe, ſmiling, I doubt not but the Letter wil! 
key very well deſerve your Attention. " ww” 

Tor - N 1 * 

her, ORO HARNESS f the Adorable 

into _ "FELICIA, : 

ny; . 

ela- WAS very in the ripht, Madam, when I in- 

ra- fifted on it, that I ſhould be much happier when ab- 

iſe. ſent from you, than when preſent: When I was near | 
d | you, I had not the Privilige of uttering the lea Title 4 
W. of my Paſſion; I was ever cut , either by a ſevere 


Look on ſudden Flight: But now I awrite to you, I can, 
auithout Fear of Interruption, tell you, that I adore you, 
that yu engroſs all my Thoughts—that all my Hap- 
fine/s conſifts in your Idea this ¶ dar d not have ſaid, 
tho* bad been languiſhing at your Feet theſe thouſand 


the Years— How great is my Happineſi, charming Felicia | 
1 j reſolve to filence mc, to effect which, you'll write 
10 to me: Thus a Fawour, which ever ſo long @ continu d 
for Series of Lowe and Conſtancy wwou'd never have obtain'd 
Us me, is all at once conferred by an Abſence of only tau 
2 Days; let your Letter be as angry as you can poſ- 
ge fibly indite, I ſhall have the Conſolation that you cou'd 
of not write it, without thinking that I am 
0- Your faithful 
1 N OROPHANES, 
5 | 
Ir muſt be own'd, ſaid Camilla, that Orophanes it 4 
2 of a very amiable Humour. This Letter, added Fo- 1 
rinda, is of a particular Stamp, but of a Piece with his l 
er Character. I muſt own, reply'd Felicia, that I have no 
5 room to pretend to be offended at Declarations of Love 
s, made in this manner, nor even to deny returning them. 
g The footing you are on with each other, ſaid Urama, f 
© does not permit you to be ſevere, fince every body 
| knows you are to be married as ſoon as Orophanes 
L hears from his Father. As ſhe concluded theſe Words, 
. they heard the Noiſe of Coaches. Urania immediate - 
1 ly aroſe to meet Celimena; ſhe was accompanied by 


Hortenſia, Melintas, Ipbis, and Acantes, who — 
7 | l Q | 
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been to wait on her, took this Opportunity of paying 
their reſpects again to Urania. Hirtenſia and M-lintas 
were now dreſt like People of Quality: If that Lady 
was lovely as a Shepherdeſs, ſhe certainly appear d more 
beautiful in Ornaments worthy of her Charms; and 
Melintas, tho' he ſeem'd a moſt amiable Ruſtic, look'd 
more himſelf in the Habit of a . The firſt 
Compliments being over, Urania led the Company into 
the Hall, the Sun being too high to admit of walking: 
We come, faid C:/imena, to dedicate to you the laſt 
Day that Horten/ia and Melintas have to ſtay with us; 
they ſet out To- morrow, and are fo ſenſible of the 
Honour you did them, that they thought they ſhould 
be wanting in their Duty, if they had not come to re- 
turn you Thanks. Lam infinitely obliged to them, re- 
ply'd Urania, for they have no Thanks to pay me; for 
the Pleaſure I receiv'd in them makes the Obligation 
wholly on my Side. Every body being now teated, 
at firſt the Converſation turned on the noble and eaſy 
Air of Hortenfia and Melintas. It muſt be allow'd, 
faid Camilla, that the Decrees of Providence are won- 
derful; for this amiable Couple were nat form'd to live 
in Obſcurity, and tis to be preſum'd, that Heaven had 
not beſtow'd ſo many Charms on theſe, but to make 
them what they now are. This Reflection is very much 
to our Advantage, Madam, reply'd Melintas, but it 
ſhall not make us vain: In imitation of the famous 
e, I'll preſerve the Marks of my paſt Condition, 
to prevent my committing Faults in the future. You 
very prudent, ſaid Camilla, and I do not doubt, but 
t good Quality will gain you as much Reſpect, as 
your others will do Love. Now you talk of Love, 
ery'd Acantes, one thing very much perplexes me in 
the Conduct Melintas ought to obſerve ; Tis not 
cuſtomary in the Beau Monde, to ſee a Huſband in love 
with his Wife, and he ſeems fo deeply enamour'd with 
his, that I believe he will, with difficulty, get rid of 
that Habit. I affure you, replied Melintas, if 1 muſt 
be oblig' d to the Obſervance of ſucha Cuſtom, I'll ſtill 
&fule all the Advantages that can be offer d me; for 1 
* can't 
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can't comprehend why the Name of Huſband ſhould 


efface that of Lover; what ſeemed to me amiable and 
worthy of all my Care before Marriage, ought I tothink 
leſs charming after that Ceremony.——No, doubtleſs, 
on the contrary ; becauſe that permits me to diſcover 
my Sentiments before the whole World, which one 1s 
ever painfully aps © to conceal before that Union. 
What Melintas ys, reply'd Lrania, is very juſt, and 
beenuſe the Generality of Huſbands do not act in the 
ſame manner, is not a Reaſon for walking in the Path 
they do the Irregularity of their Lives in N 
in that way, which is now become a Faſhion, is mu 
more ſcandalous than even the Extremity of Dotage for 
a Wife; and I adviſe him not to be carried away by 
the Croud, but to liſten to the Dictates of his own 
Heart only. I am infinitely oblig'd to you, charming 
Urania] ſaid Horten/ia bluſhing, for the Counſel you 
give Melintas; tis very much for my Intereſt, that 
he ſhould religiouſly obſerve it. As you will be always 
dear to me, anſwer'd he, I ſhall never ceaſe from giv- 
ing you Marks of your being ſo, in whatever State or 
Condition I am. 

AFTER this they began to talk of the different Di- 
verſions he was going to enjoy: As for me, ſaid bis, 
I believe nothing will have the Power of engaging Hor- 


tenſia, or Melintas,' ſo much as one another, All this 


agreeable Company were too much of his Mind to be 
able to offer any thing in Contradiction to what he 
ſaid, and the Perſons concern'd giving each other a 
tender Look, ſufficiently evinc'd the Truth of his Opt- 
nion. The Sun being by this time a little lower, Ura- 
nia propos'd a Walk in the Terraſs ; they conſented, 
and being ſeated on the grafly Banks which ſurrounded 
it, the Proſpect and happy Situation of the Houſe 
were for ſome time the Subje& of their Entertain- 
ment: I am not ſarpriz'd, ſaid Ce/imena, that Urania 
often makes a Party to ſhut herſelf up here; her Houſe, 
her Friends, and her Pen, are ſufficient to ſupply the 
Want of every thing. Tis true, reply'd ſhe, this Soli- 
tude has for me a thouſand Charms; and if I could be 


perſuaded, 
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perſuaded, chat the Perſons who have done me the Fa- 
Ygur to accompany me hither, would not be wearied 
with it, I ſhould never think of quitting it. You ought 
to. beperſuaded of it, anſwer d Felicia, by the Pleaſure 
we enjoy here. Iam a Proof of it, ſaid Camilla, 
fince having leſs a Guſt for Retirement than any body, 
and far from an Inclination to bury myſelf alive, I 
have never ſo much as once wiſh'd to Town. This 
is not ſurprizing, beautiful Camilla, ſaid [phis, you are 
always in good Company; you have every Moment 
People coming here, who inform you of all public Af. 
fairs; and tho' in the Corner of a Country Village, 
are perfectly acquainted with all that paſes, either in 
the Court or City. 
Au! faid Urania, as for News we know none, it is 
not a thing agreeable to our Taſtes ; what one hears at a 
Diſtance, and from People either no way concern'd, or 
too much, is always enlarged, or leſſen'd, and ſometimes 
altogether fabulous: And I think no Society ſo ridi- 
culous as that of News- mongers, whoſe only Buſineſs is 
to diſcourſe on Affairs of State, and who very often 
make Princes ſpeak in a Manner which private Men 
would be aſham'd of: I always avoid ſuch Companies 
with great Diligence ; contented to be able to ſubmit to 
my lov'd Sovereign's Commands, I obey without en- 
deavouring to penetrate into his Secrets. I think in- 
deed, added Florinda, it ſhews a want of Reſpect, to 
peak of thoſe fort of Affairs; and Princes very often ſee 
eir moſt important Deſigns miſcarry, through the In- 
diſcretion of their People: If they are at War, they 
talk of it as if it were a Game at Cheſs; the General, 
ſay they, ought to make his Attack on that Side; he 
wall be infallibly repuls'd on the other If he com- 
mits ſuch a Fault, he is undone ; but if he makes uſe 
of ſuch or ſuch an Advantage, he cannot fail of con- 
rr ſhort, all theſe Dipoſitions, Rumours and 


nquiries, make ſo much the Entertainment of the 
People, that the Enemy is as well inform'd of all that 
palles, even in the Heart of his Adverſary's Dominions, 
if he were his Confidant. If Peace is made, then the 
F | Motives 
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Motives of it are enquired into; and pretending to pe- 


netrate even into the Cloſets of their Prince, they vent 
their own Notions as Certainties: Peace, {ayfthey, 
was only concluded on, out of ſuch a Deſign, —The 
Alliance that is in queſtion,” is only on ſuch an Account, 
— The King ſaid thus. The Prince ſeem'd dif- 
contented. —Strange Things are talk'd of. But 1 

ueſs the Event: In ſhort, they ſeem ſome of them to 
make uſe of Micre/copes, to pry into their Sovereign's 
Heart; and the reſt of Trumpets to publiſh the Diſ- 
covery their Fellows fancy they have gain'd. 


I very much diſapprove of ſuch fort of Diſcourſe, 


faid Acantes, and I would have the common People 


know how to difſemble their Joy or Fear, as well as 


Kings, Princes, Generals, or Miniſters of State ouglut 
to do: This is fo diſagreeable to the Taſte of all Mo- 
narchs, who know the Art of Ruling, that Julius Cæ- 
ſar ſaid, he could never too much admire the Policy of 
the Republic of the Gau/s, in having forbid, upon 
Pain of Death, any News to be ſpoken of; and when 
any thing was to be told, they were obliged to addreſs 
themſelves to the Magiſtrates : Which Law appeared 


ſo wiſe, that it is continued to this Day in one Govern- 


ment, which is allow'd to be a very prudent one. 


Ir ſuch a Reſtraint, faid Ibis, could be laid on the 
People, it is certain, the Secrets of Princes might be pre- 


ſerv'd; and if their Deſigns fail'd, it would at leaſt 
afford them this Conſolation, of knowing it happen'd 
not thro* Indiſeretion. The leaſt Reading, added Ura- 
nia, will convince any one how neceſſary, in Affairs 
of State, Diſlimulation is; — tho' Scipio was inform'd 
that Szphax had violated his Faith given to the Romans, 
and had gone over to the Carthaginians, even while his 
Ambaſiadors were in his Camp, he very much careſs'd 
them, and ſuffer d them to depart, loaded with Marks 
of Honour and Friendſhip, immediately giving out 
among his People this falſe Piece of News, that they 
were gone to meet, and haſten the March of Siphax's 
Army, who were coming to join them, that he might 
deceive thoſe who ſought to penetrate into the Secret 
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of State. The Indiſcretion of the Commonality, ſaid 
Acantes, is ſo much to be dreaded, that Alexander for- 
bade, on pain of Death, the making any mention of his 
having loſt in an Action two thouſand Foot, and three 
hundred Horſe; being perſuaded, that tho the Num- 
ber was inconſiderable, yet by paſling thro' ſeveral Peo- 
ple's Mouths, it might be enlarged ſo far, as to paſs for 
a general Defeat. It is equally dangerous to 
exaggerate either our Loſſes or Conqueſts, the evil Con- 
ſequence being always to be apprehended; witneſs the 
Imprudence of Terentius Varro, who, after the Battle 
of Canne, at a Conference with the Embaſſadors of 
Capua, who were come to comfort him, and offer him 
_ their Aſſiſtance, he ſo much aggravated the Loſs of the 
Romans, that after having heard him, they withdrew 
their Forces to Hannibal; and ſeveral of their Allies 
did the ſame. Neither is the Folly of Furius Philus 
to be forgot, ſaid phie, who at the ſame time the 
Roman Senate were aſſembled to conſult on what means 
to remedy that Misfortune, cry'd out before all the Peo- 
ple, that all being loſt Councils were in vain. I always 
thought, rejoined Camilla, that Diſſimulation was ne 
ceſſary to thoſe who rule over others; but I find by 
what you ſay, that it is equally ſo to thoſe who obey." 
It is abſolutely ſo for Generals, ſaid Acantes ; fince a 
2 Captain ought to conceal the Perplexities he is in, 
uſe the Eyes of the whole Army are on him, to 
find out the good or bad Condition of his Affairs; for 
when, by Misfortunes, the Soldiers perceive their Leader 
in Fear or Deſpair, they all abandon the common Cauſe, 
and endeavour to ſhift for themſelves; which makes 
the Miſchief they only apprehend, actually happen, — 
Thoſe great Men who have had ſo much Command 
over themſelves as to conceal their Doubts, can only be 
term' d Heroes. How often has an unſhaken Cou- 
rage re-eſtabliſh'd the moſt deſperate Aﬀairs! When 
the Chief maintains his Reſolution, every body is proud, 
tho' with the Hazard of their Lives, to concur with 
him in his Deſigns. Whether in a Battle, or a 
Siege, active or paſſive Diſſimulation ſtill is requiſite, — 
| Polybins 
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Polybius ſays, a General ought to ſet a good Face on 
all Matters, and with Chearfulneſs diſguiſe his Adverſity. 
Alexander never appear'd ſo gay as before the Rattle 


as to an aſſured Victory, as indeed it prov'd. I have 
read, added Melintas modeſtly, that Yircingentorix 
comforted the Gaul for the Loſs of Avaricum, tho 
it was very conſiderable, by appearing not touch'd atit, 
and by reminding them that it had been his Adwice to 
burn it, and abandon it. This ſhews, ſaid Celimena, 
that it is not for ourſelves we are oblig'd to diſſemble, 
but in regard to the Prejudice that the Indiſcretion of 
others may do us. For if the People could keep a Se- 
cret, the Sovereign would never conceal his Deſigns 
from them; but it being ſo, they ought never to tt» 
deavour to dive into them, and when any one has Pe- 
netration enough to do.it, he ought alſo to have Pru- 
dence enough to be ſilent. But that's impoſſible, ſaid 
Ibis, of which, what happen'd to Monfieur Turenne, 
is a Proof. This great Man making good his 
Retreat from the Imperial Army, which conſiſted of 
ſixty thouſand Men, and his at moſt but of fourteen 
thouſand, coming to the Foot of the Mountains 
of Alſatia, and finding that he could not enter into the 
Streights of them without being expos'd, he began to 
entrench himſelf on the Banks of a River, and whilſt 
they were working, he riding along the Banks of the 
River, ſurvey d them, crying, Here's a Work that's 
as good as ten thouſand Men; that there is Worth as 
much, thoſe in the Centre are impracticable; thoſe on 
the” Right are not to be inſulted ; concluding from 
thence, that he was ſtronger than the Imperialifts. A 
private Centinel, who ſaw into this way of Reaſoning, 
that it was only to encourage his Army, and deceive 
the Enemy, had the Hardineſs to {ay to him; You are 
in the right, my Lord, what we are now doing is onl 
to amuſe the G. nau for if they give us Time, we'll 
decamp to that Place; pointing with his Finger to the 
ſtrongeſt part of the Mountain. - Monſieur de Turenne, 
finding has Secret diſcovered by a commoa Soldier, po” | 
ten 


of Arbela; his Army therefore marched to the Combat 
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tented himſelf with replying, This Lad I find has ſome 
Notion, let him have four Piſtoles to drink; and im- 
mediately rode away. The Man, however, gueſs'd 
Tight; for the Gorman; falling into the Trap, Monſieur 
de Tarenne had tune to decamp the Night following, 
and pain the Place the Soldier had pointed to. The 
Conſequence of this was ſo glorious for that great Cap. 
tain, that of Sixty thouſand Germans that had paſs'd the 
Rhine but eighteen thouſand return'd, the reſt being 
either kill'd or taken. You fee, continu'd phis, by 
this Example, of what Conſequence is Secrecy and Dil. | 
ſimulation, and how eager People are to ſhew their Pe. 
netration: By the Boldneſs of this Soldier, what would 
not have happen'd, if he had ſpoke before any one that 
had been capable of advertiſing the Enemy? The ſame 
FVercingentorix that Melintas has juſt now mention'd, 
ſent ſome truſty People to meet the Soldiers that were 
ſaving themſelves from Avaricum, who convey'd them 
to Places diſtant from the Army, that they might not 
carry the Alarm thither. Your talking of Diſſimulation, 
ſaid Felicia, puts me in mind of a Paſſage that very 
much pleaſed me when I read it; Iſcholaiis being be- 
fieged, and ſeeing the Enemy approaching with 2 
Battering*Ram to beat down the Walls, open'd himſelf 
a Breach, as much to animate his own Side, by perſuad- 
ing them that he fear'd nothing, as to terrify the Ene- 
my, who indeed did never dare to venture to attempt an 
Entrance at the Door that he had open'd for them : But 
after having deliberated a long Time, retired from be- 
fore the Place, leaving Iſcholaiis cover'd with Glory. 
By ſuchWiles as theſe, if Ruin is not prevented, at leaſt 
an immortal Reputation is gain'd. This ſhews, 
ſaid Acantes, that the greateſt Affairs depend on the 
Prudence of the General. — A famous Grecian Captain 
was accuſtom d to ſay, that he did not value having ten 
ſuch Men as Ajax, but he wiſh'd very much to have 
ten ſuch as the wiſe Nefor ; making no doubt but 
that then he ſoon ſhould be Maſter of all %a, foral- 
much as ſuch extenſive Deſigns were not always certain 
to ſucceed by Force, but never miſcarried when [as 
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dence and good Counſel were made uſe of. The Re- 
mans, added Iphis, held Fabius Maximus in much great- 
er Eſteem than Marcellus, calling Marcellus the Sword 
of the Commonwealth, and Fabius the Shield; one 
being fit to acquire, the other to preſerve: but the 
Preſervation of the State being of moſt Conſequence, 
they had much more Veneration for the Wi/dom and 
Prudence of the one, than the Yalour and Courage of 
the other. From hence, ſaid Ce/imena, we may draw 
this juſt Concluſion, That it is more glorious to know 
how to preſerve'a Kingdom, than to conquer new ones; 
ſince often the Weakneſs of the Poſſeſſor contributes 
more to the Conqueſt, than the Courage of the Victor. 
As War is a Trade, reply'd Acantes, where Fortune 
very much intereſts herſelf, and where the Fruit of ſe- 
veral aigns may be loſt in one Day, a Prince can- 
not make better uſe of his good Fortune, that in pro- 
curing Peace, which is a thouſand times more glorious 
than all the Conqueſts his Courage or his Ambition can 
gain him. Doubtleſs, faid Ipbis, a Prince ought never 
to attempt any thing of Difficulty, when the Danger is 
evident; nor, tho he be even aſſured of Victory, will 
it be prudent in him to refuſe a good Peace; the Incon- 
veniences of a long War ought to make him reflect on 
the unavoidable Misfortunes that befall an innocent 
People; the Land uncultivated, the Cities defenceleſs, 
the Villages plunder'd and burnt, the poor Peaſants 
murder'd, or drove from their Homes, are irreparable 
Loſſes. 

Burt, ſaid Urania, ſuppoſe the Peace that is offer d 
is on ſuch hard Conditions, that they touch the Honour 
of the King and Kingdom? In that caſe, reply d Acan- 
tes, War is preferable to a bad Peace, under which 
are often hid the Motives of a War ſtill more terrible. 
What they call clapping up a Peace, is only to get 
Breath, and gain time till a more favourable Oppor- 
tunity offers itſelf. Miniſters that value themſelves on 
being refined Politicians, always leave ſome Flaw in 
their Treaties of Peace, ch they may not want an Op- 
portunity to declare the War, on which they meditate, 
Vor. I. 1 even 
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even whilſt they are ſigning; but when theſe Fineſſes 
are ſeen into, it is much better to continue the War; 


for a Peace that is made under the Auſpices of Iniquity | 


and Deceit, muſt be the Ruin of the People and Prince 
that ſigns it. The Romans aſked the Privernates, of 
what Continuance the Peace they were then making 
with them would be? They reply'd, that if they grant- 
ed them a good one, it ſhould be inviolable and laſt- 
ing; if not, it would be ſoon broke. Herennivs, ſaid 
Tphis, a Captain of the Samnites, being conſulted with 


on what ſhould be done with the Romans that they had 


ſhut up in the Caudan Streights, where they had them 
at their Mercy, advis'd that they ſhould be courteouſly 


ſuffer d to depart; to oblige them to a perpetual Friend- 


ſhip, or elſe that they ſhould be every Man cut off, to 
give ſo great a ſhock to their Eſtate, that they might 
never recover it; but that one or the other muſt be 
done: For, ſaid he, to let them go on certain Condi- 
tions, or by ing certain Penalties on them, will 

e Friends of them, nor deliver 
ourſelves from them as Enemies; becauſe that in the 
State Fortune had thrown the Romans, they would cer- 
tainly agree to every thing that was propoſed to them: 
but when they ſhould be at Liberty, they would obſerve 


none of them, becauſe they would not think themſelves 


any ways obliged to do what Force and Neceſſity had 
made them promiſe. — 

CASAR was in the right, added Acantes, when 
he ſaid that the true time for making a laſting Peace, 


was when the two Parties were of equal Strength; for 


then different Intereſts' being weigh'd and conſider'd 
with Juſtice, the Agreement became better and firmer. 
It is a pity, ſaid Camilla, that Acantes and Ipbis are 
not Generals or Miniſters of State; they reaſon in a 
Manner that muſt make us believe they would ſucceed 
in either State. I aſſure you, Madam, reply'd Acan- 


tes, it is much eaſier to alt than to execute; and for 


all our Theory, we ſhould be at a great Loſs in the Prac- 
tic. Beſides, added Iphis, we are too much united, to 
poſſeſs great Poſts together, and at the ſame time. * 
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{aid Celimenz, would not your Union be of uſe to the 
State? It ſeems to me that the Friendſhip between the 
two Generals or Miniſters, would make them join in 
every thing; and conſequently Affairs ſucceed better. 
No; Madam, reply d Ibis, too ſtrict an Intelligence 
between two great Men, whether in a Monarchy or 
Republic, is always to be ſuſpected, and oftentimes 
becomes dangerous, eſpecially in Commonwealths that 
are govern'd by a Democracy or Ariſtocracy. We have 
ſeveral Examples in paſt times, that when a Man raiſes 
himſelf to any Pitch of Grandeur or Power, there is 
always ſome one or other, that is ſtirred up by Emu- 
lation to follow him cloſely, and oſten to ſurpaſs him; 
and when there has been a Union between theſe two, 
it has generally occaſion'd the public Ruin; for Am- 
bition, robed with Authority, ſeldom contents itſelf 
with living as a private Citizen. T was this Reaſon 
that made Cicero, foreſeeing the Diſſention which would 
happen between Cz/ar .and Pompey by the Death of 
Craſſus and Julia, cry out in open Senate, with a Spi- 
rit of Prophecy, thoſe two great Men being preſent, 
I wiſh to the Gods there had never been any Intimacy 
or Friendſhip between Cz/ar and Pompey, or that it 
had been never interrupted! Time made good- this 
Prediction; for Cz/ar, who owed his extreme Great- 
neſs only to that Friendſhip, ſaw the Bands of it broke 
by the Death of Julia his Daughter, Pompey's Wife, 
and by that of Craſſus, their common Mediator; and 
the Reſult of this ſtrit Friendſhip was a dreadful War 
occaſion'd by their Ambition; for Cz/ar could not 
ſuffer Pompey to be his Superior, nor Pompey allow of 
Cz/ar's being his Equal. Cato of Utica, added Acan- 
tes, never approved of that Correſpondence, and 
often ſaid, in full Senate, that the Commonwealth 
would be ruin'd by thoſe two Men. This Underfſtand- 
ing between two great Miniſters, in a Monarchy, 
ought to be as ſuſpicious to the Prince. A great King, 
whoſe Memory will for ever by all the World be re- 
ſpected, knew ſo well this Truth, that, during the Life 
of two illuſtrious Miniſters, * of the Army, theoner 
| 2 0 
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-of the Finances, he had the Art of raiſing a Jealouſy 
between each other; which animated them with ſo 
.much Emulation, that 'twas who could beſt ſerve their 
Maſter ; and to their very Death he drew ſuch Services 
from them, as greatly contributed to his Triumphs, 
"Tis true, ſaid Urania, when thoſe Diſſentions do not 
proceed ſo far as Hatred, the Prince is always well 
ſerved: But it is very dangerous when thoſe Enmitiez 
are ſomented by Ambition, as were thoſe of Pericle 
and 7hucydides, of Marius and Sylla, Auguſtus and 
"Mp Mark Anthony. Yet, ſaid Felicia, Cato was charmed 
WA when he ſaw thoſe Contentions between the leading 
't Men,of the State; he fomented and kept them up, 
1 thereby preſerving the Authority of the 8 
Doubtleſs, anſwer'd bis, theſe Oppoſitions inſpire 
good Men with Emulation, and excite them to Virtue, 
and retard the ill Deſigns of the Wicked, Cincinnatu: 
added Acantes, remonſtrated to Appius, who would 
not conſent that the Number of the Tribunes of the 
People ſhould be augmented, that it was for the Intereſt 
of the Republic that there ſhould be a great many, 
far from leſſening them; for, ſaid he, the more there 
are, the leſs Power and Authority will they have, by 
their different Intereſts and Oppoſitions; for one alone 
will be ſufficient to prevent the Reſolutions of the reſt. 
I think this an admirable Piece of Policy, ſaid Celi- 
mena, far there cannot be too much Conſtraint laid on 
them that govern the People, nor indeed, on the Peo- 
themſelves, whoare without Diſcernment, diffident, 
upulous, Friends only to Fortune, always worſhip- 
ping the. riſing Sun, following them whom they are in 
want of ; yet do they no ſooner obtain what they de- 
mand, than they forget the Benefit and the Benefactor. 
To prove the Truth of what Ce/imena ſays, added U- 
rania, you need only look on the People of Athens 
running to meet Alcibiades victorious, and ſinging 
Hymns in his Praiſe ; and obſerve them another time, 
when his Affairs were not ſo fortunate; calling him 

Traitor to his Country, accufing him, ſeeking his 
and imputing to him as Crimes, all that he had 3 


DR. 

for the Glory of the Commonwealth. Look back, ſays 

Flerinda, on Appius accuſed; every body, great and 
ſmall, declaim againſt him: He dies———the Whole 
World runs to his Houſe, will aſſiſt at his Funeral, ho- 

nour his Obſequies, and liſten to his Praiſes. Thoſe of 

Syracuſa, ſaid Tphir, crying out unanimouſly in the 

public Streets and Places, that the Death of their King 

ought to be revenged, one ſingle Harangue changed 
them ſo much, that ſcarce would they bury him. It 

muſt be allowed, ſaid Celimena, that the Preſence of 
Urania has an abſolute Power over our Minds, ſince it 

has made the Converſation fall on Subjects that one 


would ſcarce think ſhould amuſe Perſons of our Sex.— 


rue, added Camilla, every thing ſeems to agree 
with the Plan that we propoſed to follow here; but 
what charms me moſt, is, that we have not wanted 
the Aſſiſtance of Urania's Library, to form an engaging 
Converſation. When there's as much Wit in a Com- 
pany as in this, anſwer'd Urania, nothing is wanting 
towards diverting themſelves but one another ; yet I be- 
lieve a little Walk will be pleaſing to Celimena. At 
theſe Words, the whole Company riſing, ſhe led them 
inſenſibly to a Summer-houſe, every way opening to 
different Proſpects. There they found a Table ſet forth 
with every thing requiſite for a magnificent Collation. 
Celimena ſeem'd ſurpriz'd at this Piece of Gallantry. 
But the three Friends of Urania ſeem'd the more ſo, 
decauſe they had not ſeen her give any Orders, which 


obliged them to admire in ſecret the Manner ſhe made 


herſelf be waited on; a Wink being ſufficient for her 
to be obey d. The Company was compleatly regaled, 
and return'd to Walking, after having greatly praiſed 
the Repaſt. They returned to the Terraſs, where be- 


ing feated, the Converſation began with the Sorrow 


Celimena expreſs d, that Urania was going to quit 
them for ſome Days. I know, Beliſa, continued ſhe, 
and am convinced, ſhe will detain you as long as poſſi- 
ble; we ſhall therefore, in all Probability, lofe you for 
a longer Time than you imagine. Your obliging Fear, 
replied Urania, touches my Heart very ſenſibly ; but I 


13 hope, 


1 198+] 

hope, Madam, ſo far from ſtaying there, I ſhall be able 
to perſuade Beliſa, to come and ſpend a few Days here: 
We only go to her, to be Witneſſes of a Marriage, and 
to partake with her in the Joy ſhe is going to have at 
uniting for ever two Perſons that are extremely dear to 
her, I have heard talk of Orſames and Julia, ſaid 
Celimena, and the Afflictions Beliſæ had ſuffer'd; and 
I aſſure you, I am very much pleaſed at the Satisfac. 
tion that Or/ames's Return muſt have given her, ſince 
that terminates the Differences that were between two 
Families, which might have been equally prejudicial to 
them both. It muſt be allow'd, ſaid Acaxtey, that 
Innen has great Prerogatives. Alliances among private 
People, put an End to the cruelleſt Enmities, finiſh Law. 
iſe up ruin'd Families, or ennoble flouriſhing 
ones. Among Sovereigns, Marriages conclude Wan, 
- appeaſe dangerous Emotions; States are ſtrengthen'd 
by thoſe ſort of Unions, they are ſupported, and often 
augmented in Honour and Power. —*'Tis certain, ſaid 
Urania, that we have ſeen Wars laſt thirty or forty 
Years, deſtroy whole Countries, the Inhabitants of them 
rum'd, wandring from Province to Province, for the 
Safety of their Lives, dragging their miſerable Families 
along with them, the Land uncultivated, all Commerce 
_ Credit loſt ; Nations, at other times dreaded and 
pected by their Neighbours, become their Scorn, and 

in all Probability going to become a Prey to their Ene- 
mies; when he, who in his Hands holds the Hearts of 
Kings, has often appeaſed theſe furious Warriors by the 
Union of Princes, who were not even born when the 
War began. We have famous Examples of this in 
France, ſaid Ipbis, ſince the long Wars that we have 
had with Spain, England, and Sawoy, have always been 
terminated by Marriages; the ſacred Bands of which, 
have reſtored to the Provinces their Inhabitants, Sons 
to their Fathers; reſtored Commerce, by eſtabliſhing 
Peace among Nations. May ſuch Unions, cried Acan- 
tes, be ever happy, may the auguſt Objects of them 
that produce ſo much Good, enjoy an everlaſting Feli- 
city; let Epithalamiums be ſung, Bonfires lighted — 
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and triumphal Arches erected, that their Names may be 
known and revered throughout the whole Earth. The 
Company could not help laughing at Acantes's Rap- 
ture, yet agreed that Alliances ſo neceſſary for the Good 
of the People, could not be too much celebrated. 
They have always, ſaid F/orinda, been the only Means 
to eſtabliſh Peace, Agas, King of Cyrene, could not ac- 
commodate the Difference he had with his Brother 
Ptolemy, but by promiſing him his Daughter Berenice 
in Marriage for his Nephew. Tu/tin reports, added 
Felicia, that Darius, after he had got Poſſeſſion of the 
Empire of Cyrus, married his Daughter, that it might 
appear to the Per/ians, who had the Memory of that 
Hero in great Veneration, that his Scepter was rather 
continu'd in the Family, than put into the Hands of 
Strangers. Tarquin, King of the Romans, ſaid Ca- 
milla, oblig'd the Latins, and gain'd their Friendſhip, 
by marrying his Daughter to Ofawius Manilius Tuſ- 
evlan, one of the Principal Captains of the Latin Na- 
tion, All this proves, faid 1phis, how very neceſſary 
Marriages are, and that without the Strength of thoſe 
Bands, every thing would be in Confuſion and Diſorder. 
"Tis that has made Hortenſia and Melintas fo happy, 
added Celimena; but whatever Pleaſure we enjoy by 
being here, I believe it is Time to leave Urania at Li- 
berty, to think of her. Departure. On this, all the Com- 
pany got up; Uranie endeavour'd all ſhe could to keep 

m to Supper; but C:/imena telling her, ſhe was ob- 
 lig'd to be at home betimes, they were forced to part: 
After a thouſand mutual Careſſes, and Promiſes of meet - 
ing again, they bid each other adieu. Celimena was 
ſcarce gone, when a Man defir'd to ſpeak with Feli- 
licia; being order'd to come in, he preſented her with 
a Packet of Letters; ſhe knew the Hand to be Celia's, 
her Niece, the Nun that had brought her acquainted * 
with Olympia: She open'd it in a Hurry, and after 
having read it ſoftly, Here is ſome News, faid ſhe to 
Urania, that concerns you, I ſhall now ſatisfy the Cu- 
rioſity you expreſs d about O/ympia's Story; ſhe ſends 
it me here, wrote in her own Hand: This is Ce/ia's 
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Letter, which will inform you of what it is neceſſary 
you ſhould know, before I read you what Olympia 
lays. | - 


- Czxi1a % FEIIeIA. 


* ARMING Olympia, Madam, i: returs 
bither ; her Friendfip for me has made her pitch 
en this Place to dedicate herſelf to Retirement in: The 
Regard you expreſs'd for her, makes me inform you of her 
Fate fhe has juft taken Vows, that deprive the World 
ef the Expetation of her Return to it; as ſhe is dead to 
it, foe no longer makes a Difficulty in declaring who fbe 
is; He even thinks be pews her Humility in publiſbing 
her Adventuret: And for that Reaſon, as well as out of 
Gratitude for the Action you expreſi'd for her, he has 
writ you ber Hiftory, the Accidents in which will I be- 
lieve appear worthy of your Attention. She defires you 
40 communicate it to Urania, for Reaſons you'll find in 
reading it: Im convinced ycu cuil be wery much touch'd 
with the Mi fortunes and Virtue of Olympia, who joins 
uTth me in aſſuring you of our perfect good Wiſhes. 


CELIA: 


I vow, ſaid Camilla, my Curiofity is very much 

3 I burn with Impatience to hear this Hiſtory. 
do I, replied - Urazia, and the Reaſon, Olympia 
ſays, ſhe has for my knowing it, augments my Inqui- 
ſitiveneſs. As Felicia was going to read, Word was 
brought Urania, that a Valet belonging to Or James 
was arfiv*d, who had a Letter for her from Beliſa; ſhe 
order d him to be brought in: This is a Day of Meſ- 
ſengers, ſaid ſhe, laughing. Something tells me, ſaid - 
Florinds, that this has ſome relation to Ol/ympia's Af- 
fairs. The Valet coming in at theſe Words, and 
gwing Beli/a's Letter to Uraria, ſhe immediately read 


it aloud, 
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Bzt13a fo URANIA. 


E A R Urania, the unfortunate Arimont is this 

Moment expir'd; the Afliction we are in at his 
Death, obliges us to marry Julia without any Marks of 
Rejoicing, and to beg you not to quit your er Man- 
ian, this being able to afford you nothing but Object for 
your Tears, Our Lovers are to be united this Night, 
and To-morrow we ſet out 5 the Town. Arimont has 
left his whole Eflate to es, on Condition that he 
pays an Annuity to Olympia, whom Felicia mention d to 
you: That beautiful Lady is the Cauſe of his Death. 
This is all I hawe at preſent Time to tell you. I embrace, 
dear Urania, you and your amiable Society. | 


BELISA, 


Tn1s is a very extraordinary Accident, ſaid Florinda. 
Then Urania aſk'd the Valet if he was to go back to 
Beliſa's, He anſwer'd, No; he was to go to the. 
Town, to get Things in Readineſs for the Reception 
of Orſames and Julia. If fo, ſaid Urania, you'll very 
much oblige me, if you will charge yourſelf with a Les - 
ter to The/amont. He having aſſured her, that he would 
punctually acquit himſelf of ſuch a Commiſſion, ſhe 
wrote Thelamont word of the Alteration that Ariment 
Death had occaſion'd. The Valet promiſed her to de- 
liver him the Letter that very Night, and ſo took his 
Leave, The fous Friends, foreſeeing that they ſhould 
not be any more interrupted, for ſome Time reflected 
on what they had heard; but being deſirous to know 
more, Urania r Felicia to begin Olymfia's Story. 
She then open d the Packet, and read as follows. 8 


The Hiſtory of OL.vMela, 
To the Amiable FEL1C1 A, 


HAVE conſecrated the Remainder of my Life to 
the Almighty Ruler of the Univerſe; and to you, 
Madam, I dedicate all the Accidents of it: Don't think 
yourſelf oblig'd to me, for could I excaſe myſelf from 
bliſhing them, you ſtill ſhould remain ignorant of my 
] — Adventures. The Shame ſuch a Relation gives 
me, is a Piece of Humiliation I impoſe on myſelf, to ex- 
piate my Crimes. You ſee, Madam, in what Situation 
my Mind is, whilſt I inform you of that which your 
Friendſhip for me makes you defirous to know, 
CLIDANOR and Cllontes were two Brothers, ex- 
tremely rich ; their Names cannot be unknown to you, 
fince the ſtrict Friendſhip there is between you and the 
t Urania, cannot let you be ignorant of any 
thing that relates to Be/i/a ; and conſequently you muſt 
know, that Cleontes was Huſband to he beautiful Ar- 
e, and Father of Orſames. As for Clidanor, his 
elder Brother, his Fate (which none can avoid) mar- 
ried him to Amira, whoſe Alliance was neceſſary to- 
wards obtaining a Poſt of Importance, which was all 
the Fortune ſhe brought him ; having but little or no 
Eftate, Part of that of Clidanor was ſettled on the firſt 
Child he ſhould have, whether Male or Female. A.- 
mira was alarm'd to find herſelf without Children, after 
having been marrieda Year; her Ambition made her ap- 
henfive of loſing her Huſband, without having an 
eir to ſecure the Succeſſion of the Eftate to her. This 
Idea made ſuch an Impreſſion in her Mind, that he 
could not refrain from truſting her Fears with a Friend 
of hers, a Widow, who viſited her conſtantly ; and for 
whom Clidanor had a particular Eſteem. This Lady, 
whoſe Name was Emilia, enter d into 4rmira's Rea- 
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ſons, and offer'd to ſerve her, if ſhe would follow ker 
Advice ; which was, to feign being big with Child, and 
at the Time appointed for-her lying-in, ſhe would ſupply 
her with a diſcreet truſty Midwife, and a counterfeit 
Child. Armira blinded by Intereſt, and certainly be- 
lieving ſhe ſhould be left a Widow, readily embraced the 
Propoſal, ſubmitting herſelf entirely to the Direction of 
Emilia's Pradence, A Month after this Reſolution 
was taken, Armira ſaid, ſhe was with Child, and pre- 
tended daily to ſuffer the Diſorders proper to give Cre- 
dit to her Fiction. The Time appointed for her Deli- 
very being come, Emilia ſent her the Woman ſhe had 

romiſed her; and her Labour being concerted to be 
the Night-time, they took their Meaſures ſo well, that 
Armira was brought to bed about three a-Clock in the 
Morning of a Daughter, who, I muſt inform you, is 
the unfortunate Perſon now writing to you. The thing 
paſs d perfectly well, the Execution was crown'd with 
an inviolable Secrecy, which Amira rewarded magnifi- 
cently; and ſhe had no other Trouble in the Manage- 
ment of the Affair, than in not having Emilia's Com- 
pay? But ſhe being ſeiz'd with a Fever, the Night be- 
ore Armira's Labour, they were prevented from di- 
verting themſelves together with the Succeſs of their 
Project. Emilia's real Sickneſs laſted longer than A- 
mira's feigned one; but at length being both perfectly 
recover'd, they were inſeparable. I was nurs'd at home, 
ſo that Clidanor ſaw me every Day ; his Tenderneſs 
for me grew ſo great, that his Wife was ſurpriz'd at it, 
and often, in private Diſcourſe with Emilia, ſaid, that 
Nature certainly chiefly conſiſted in Prepoſſeſſion, ſince 
Clidaner believing himſelf my Father, ſeem'd to have 
the Bowels and Affection of one; whereas ſhe being 
acquainted with the Truth, had no regard for me. E- 
milia anſwered her, that Sympathy had ſometimes the 
ſame Effect as Conſanguinity; and that it was no won- - 
der Clidanor, prepoſleſs'd with the Idea of being my Fa- 
ther, ſhould love me as his Daughter, if there was that 
Sympathy between us; and if fo, it would have the ſame 
Effect on me, and I ſhould love him in the fame Manner. 
| I 6 | AVIA 
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ATA paſs'd away in theſe Diſcourſes and Reflee- 
tions, Armira being perfectly well ſatisfied in havin 


foreſeen and prevented the Misfortunes which otherwiſe | 


might have befallen her, on the Death of her Huſband, 
who had but an indifferent State of Health, and was but 
of a tender Complexion : But the Divine Director of 
all Things, thought fit to puniſh Amira for her crimi- 
nal Precautions, in permitting her to be big with Child 
in reality, and to be deliver d of a Son; her affectio- 
nate Tenderneſs for whom was ſo great, that twas a 
mortal Affliction to her to have brought into the Famil 
a a ſuppos'd Child, who would ſupplant her own, and — 

kim of the greateſt Part of his 2 ortune. But Clidanor, 
charm'd with the Increaſe of his Family, had a greater 
Regard for Amira, and employed all his Care in the 
bringing up Arimont and me; (for tis He and I, Ma- 
dam, who are the mournful Objects of this melancholy 
Hiſtory.) The extravagant Grief of Amira, and the 
Hatred ſhe conceiv'd for me, are not to be expreſs'd; 
ſhe was a thouſand times tempted to diſcover the Stra- 
tagem to Clidanor, and had done it, had it not been 
for Emilia, who perſuaded her off of it, by ſhewing 
her the ill Conſequences of ſuch a Confeſſion; and by 
making her ſenfible that Clidanors Love would be im- 
mediately changed to an Averſion for her; and that at 
leaſt ſhe ought to wait for a more favourable Opportu- 
nity for making ſuch a Declaration. | 

Tux ambitious Amira yielded to the Counſels of 
the cunning Emilia; and diſguis'd, as well as ſhe poſ- 
- fibly could, both her Affliction and her Hatred. As 
fer Clidanor, his Affection was equally divided between 
my Brother and me, and our Love for him compleated 
his Happineſs. A4rimont lov'd me fondly, and I him; 
and it ſeem d as if paternal and fraternal Love had con- 
Ipir'd to add to the Aſtoniſhment of Amira, who could 
not comprehend, what ſhe call'd an odd Effect of the 
Power of Prepoſſeſſion. : 
As Ariment and I were brought up with the Notion 

of being Brother and Siſter, our Fondneſs, guided by 
the Frejudices of Infancy, and Reaſon, did not _ 
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the Bounds that the Nearneſs of our Blood and the 
Laws of Nature ſet us. Clidanor bleſs d Heaven for 
the Union of his Children, at the ſame time that 4-- 
mira accuſed it of Injuſtice: Emilia was not like her ; 
ſhe ſnew d ſo tender a Regard for me, that I found my- 
ſelf a thouſand times more inclin'd to love her than A- 
mira; Whoſe Severity made me tremble. Weliv'd thus 
to the Age of fourteen or fifteen, when Armira was 
attack d by a very violent and dangerous Diſtemper: 
She was reduc'd to ſuch an Extremity, that believing 
ſhe had but a few Moments to live, ſhe reſolv'd to de- 
clare her Secret to Clidanor. You may gueſs, Madam, 
his Aſtoniſhment at ſuch a Piece of News; he was ſen- 
ſible of all the Horror of it; and tho' his Prudence 
made him hide it from Amira, and comfort her, by 
aſſuring her he pardon' | 0 I he could not over- 
come the Averſion her Confeſſion had given him for her. 
Armira thinking herſelf greatly oblig'd to Emilia, 
would not own the Part ſhe had ated in the Adventure; 
ſo that my Father remain'd ignorant of her having ad- 
viſed her to it. 

Is the mean time C/idanor, after having publickly 
declared, that I was not his Daughter, but a Child, 
from whom his Friendſhip ſhould never leſſen, ordered 
Arimont and me to be brought to him. My Son, faid 
he to Arimont, Olympia is neither my Daughter, nor 
your Siſter; the mutual Affection you have for each 
other, makes me hope that you will, without Difficulty 
conform yourſelves to my Intentions; you, Arimont, 
out of the Obedience you owe me; and you Olympia, . 
out of Gratitude to me, which the Education I have 
given you, andthe Friendſhip I have ſhewn you, demands 
of you: I am not your Father, but deſire to be ſo, and 
to repair the Unhappineſs of your Deſtiny, by giving 
you Arimont for a Huſband ; let your Brotherly Aﬀec- 
tion become conjugal, tis my Deſire; and let the 
richeſt, and the moſt powerful Matches be offer'd for 
my Son, I will not alter my Reſolution. Tho' we 
were very young, yet we were perfectly ſenſible of the 
Alteration of our Condition ; As for me, 3 | 
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Year older than 4rimont, I was ſo touch'd with CMada- 
nor's Goodneſs, that I threw myſelf at his Feet to 
thank himz the Shame the being born of unknown 
Parents gave me, ſeem'd to be ſufficiently repair'd to 
me, by becoming Wife to Arimggt; ſo that I took 


all the Pains I could to render mylelf beloved. Alas ! 
I ſucceeded but too well! our Reaſon not oppoſing it- 


ſelf to the Sentiments which they endeavoured to in- 
- us with : We conceived a Paſſion for each other, 
/ 


much the more violent, inaſmuch as the Force of 
Blood created a Sympathy between us ; but that is a 
Myſtery whichthe following Narration will ſoon enough 
diſcover. 


- ARMIRA recovered, and was very well pleas'd 


with having diſcover'd her Secret, Emilia, who was 
one of the firſt that knew what ſhe had done, trembled 
for herſelf; but was ftill more ſurpriz'd at the Reſolu- 


tion that Clidator had taken, of marrying Arimont 
and me; ſhe repreſented to him, with all the Freedom 


of a faithful and intimate Friend, the Diſproportion of 
ſuch a Match, and the Diſhonour he would do his Fa- 
mily. But he continued firm in his Deſign, and vow'd 
to put it in Execution as ſoon as Arimont ſhould attain 
to the Age of twenty. But there being five Years yet 
to come, before that Time, it leſſened the ſecret Uneaſi - 
neſs that tormented Emilia; ſhe hoping that in that 
Time ſome Accidents might happen to break off the 
Marriage which ſhe had juſt Reaſons to apprehend. 
Ws _— brought up, not as Brother and Siſ- 
ter, but as being to be married together, Years roll'd 


away inſenfibly, our Love ſtill increaſing. Heavens! 


Where is Divine Juſtice ? Victims to the Crimes of our 
Mothers, we became ſo guilty, that they a 'd inno- 
cent, in Compariſon to us: We for ever baniſh'd the 
Names of Brother and Siſter, Terms too feeble to ex- 
what we felt: We changed our Expreſſions of 
raternal Friendſhip, into the tendereſt Vows of invio- 
late Love, even till Death; and our Paſſion grew ſo 

violent, that Ciidanor thought himſelf obliged to mar 
us a Year ſooner than he had intended. What tranſ- 
porting News was this for paſſionate Lovers | We were 
PE. waiting 
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waiting for the happy Day with an Impatience ones - 
2 to our 22 when Emilia ſent to deſire Clii- 
danor to come to her, on an Affair of the utmoſt Im- 
portance. He went, and did not return till late, with 
the utmoſt Melancholy painted in his Countenance. A 
Fore · knowledge of our Misfortune made us tremble at 
ſeeing Clidanoy in that Condition; I did not dare to ap- 

roach him, but Arinont, more hardy than I, follow'd 

im into his Apartment: He continu'd for ſome time 
in a melancholy Silence; but at length, looking upon 
his Son, Arimont, ſaid he to him, arm yourſelf with all 
the Virtue I have endeavour'd to inſpire you with fince 
your Birth, ſubdue 2 eagereſt Wiſhes, and let Ho- 
nour be your only Guide in all your Actions; I have a 
Secret to diſcover to you, which makes theſe Perfections 
requiſite : If it were poſſible for you to remain ignorant 
of it, I would ſpare giving you the dreadful Stroke ; 
but, my dear Son, you muſt know it, to preſerve you 
from committing a Crime; Olympia cannot be your 
Wife, ſhe is your Siſter, and my Daughter, I read in 
your Eyes the Exceſs of your Grief, ſaid he to him, ſee- 
ing Arimont turn pale; but liſten to me, my Son, and 
let my Example help you, to avoid the Misfortunes I 
have drawn upon myſelf; I did not eſpouſe your Mo- 
ther out of Love, Intereſt was the only Motive of my 
Marriage, I was paſſionately in love, and equally be- 
loved; we have carried on our Affairs ever ſince I was 
married, without your Mother's ever perceiving it: In 
the mean tinie the Perſon I lov'd grew big with Child, 
and perſuaded your Mother that ſhe would never have 
any Children, and therefore, to make ſure to herſelf my 
Eftate, ſhe ought to produce a pretended Child. Your 
Mother, whoſ. Ambition is boundleſs, approv'd of her 
Counſel ; ſo that the Time for that Lady's Labour be- 
ing come, ſhe contriv'd to give her the Child ſhe was- 
juſt brought to Bed of, which is this ſame Olympia my 
| Ignorance had like to have made you marry. You may 
eaſily judge, my dear Son, that they with Care hid 

from me ſo criminal a Contrivance : So that I, for ſome 
time, brought up Ohh] as my own Daughter: You 
know, that your Mother, thinking herſelf at the Point 


of 


„ 


L 208 1 y 


of Death, declar'd to me Part of what I now tell you; 
but not knowing who O/ympia's Mother was, ſhe could 
not inform me of that. It not being poſſible for Na- 
ture to be deceiv'd, I could not look on Olympia with 
any other Eyes than thoſe of a Father: I at that Time 
thought myſelf inſpired with thoſe Sentiments by the 
Pity which her Beauty, her Youth, and the Misfortune 
of her Birth, rais'd in my Breaſt ; ſo that to ſatisfy, in 


ſome Meaſure, the Tenderneſs I had for her, I reſolv'd 


to marry her to you: "Twas I that gave Birth to your 
Paſſion, I alone am guilty, and I beg Heaven, that the 
Puniſhment may fall on me only. But now I am in- 
form'd of the Truth, tis your Part, my dear A imont, 
to aſſiſt me to expiate the Crimes any other Perſons, as 
well as you and I, might have committed on the ſame 
Occaſion. 'This is what I had to inform you of, and 
what Honaur and Probity forces me to confeſs to you: 
Your Silence and Aſtoniſnment is a Proof to me of your 
Affliction; but I cannot help Olympia's being your Sit- 
ter now. Clidanor left off ſpeaking; but I imont was 
ſo ſtruck, that he fell down in a Swoon at his Father's 
Feet, without being able to ſpeak one Word. C/idaner, 
with the utmoſt Grief and Surprize, call'd for Help. 


As I was uneaſy at the Length of their Converſation, I 
was one of the firſt that ran: As ſoon as Clidanor 


ſaw me, Child, faid he, your Brother will be the 
Death of me. Theſe Words firuck me with Horror ; 
but the Condition in which I ſaw Arimont, prevented 
me from aſking an Explanation of them, He was, 
with a great deal of Difficulty brought to himſelf, and 
put to Bed in a burning Fever; I was at his Bed's head, 
and my extreme Tenderneſs for him having made me 
forget Clidanors Words, I took my unhappy Bro- 


ther by the Hand: My dear Arimont, ſaid I to him, 


what can be the Misfortunes that have put you into 
this Condition? Can any thing be one to you, fince I 
love you, and will never love any other? This Diſcourſe 
cover'd him with Bluſhes. O/zanpie, faid he, you 
mall not from me know the Thunder-clap that has 
overwhelm'd me, I wiſh you may have more Strength 
to bear it than I; but be not ſurpriz d, if I _ 
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| teaſe adoring you; Arimont pronounced theſe Words 
| with ſo much Earneſtneſs, that I attributed them to his 
Fever ; and thought that had made him light-headed ; 
for I could not. perceive why he ſhould excuſe himſelf 
to me for being faithful, when he knew I placed all 
my Happineſs in his Love. I was preparing to anſwer - 
him, when I was ſent for by Armira:- The cruel Wo- 
man had hid herſelf in a Cloſet, where ſhe had heard 
all Clidanor's Diſcourſe to her Son, and took a mali- 
cious Pleaſure in telling me my Misfortune, without 
extenuating it. I was no ſooner near her, but ſhe painted 
it to me, with all the Colours that could add to the 
Hotror of it, accompanied with the moſt opprobrious 
Names; and concluded her Diſcourſe, with ordering 
me to to get out of her Houſe, the Purity of which was 
defil'd by my Birth and Paſſion. No Expreſſions, Ma- 
dam, are ſtrong enough to deſcribe the Emotion of my 
Heart at that Inſtant ; I fill tremble when I recall 
it to Mind. Nevertheleſs the ungenerous Behaviour of 
Armira, inſpir d me with a Rage, till then unknown 
to me. Madam, faid I to her, ſince I neither am, nor 
can be, attach'd to you, by any Ties which might ob- 
lige me to reſpect you, don't be ſurpriz'd if I tell you,” 
that you are a thouſand times more to blame than I; 
that tis you, who, by your unjuſt Deſigns, have diſ- 
honour'd your Houſe; and that fince Cizdanor is m 
Father, let it be which way it will, tis he that 
diſpoſe of my Fate; and therefore from him will I go 
and ſeek the Conſolation and Counſels I can no ways 
expect from you, At theſe Words I left her, and, 
Pierced with the moſt cruel Deſpair, I went to Clida- 
nor's Apartment: I found him in a deep Muſe, from 
which I waked him, by throwing myſelf at his Feet; 
Alas! Sir, ſaid I to him, melting into Tears, what 
have I been hearing of, and into what a dreadful Pre- 
cipice am I fallen! And what, ſaid he, embracing me, 
and mingling his Tears with mine, has your Brother 
had Courage enough to inform you of No, Sir, 
interrupted I, Arimont has told me nothing, but Ami- 
ra has let me know all. Armira! ſaid he: And from 
| whence 
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whence had ſhe learn'd the Secret? then I told him 
every thing that had paſt: You ſee Sir, continued I, 
the Effects of 4rmira's Hatred; I could eaſily juſtify 
myſelf for the fatal Paſſion which conſumes my Soul, 
fince *twas you that raiſed it: But I neither can, nor 
wall — you with any thing; the only Favour I 
dare beg, is to ſhew me you are my Father, by taking 
me hence and ſhutting me in a Cloiſter, for the reſt of 
of my Life; that Abſence, Time, my Tears, and my 
Reaſon may aſſiſt me in extraQting the Height of Vir- 
tue out of the very Source of my Crime. Ah! cry'd 
Clidanor, again embracing me, this Demand is already 
a Mark of the Virtue to which you aſpire? Yes, my 
dear Daughter, I will grant your Requeſt, and you 
ſhall find, that never Father lov'd more tenderly than I 
do. Then I begg'd him not to oblige me to ſee Emilia, 
apprehending the loſing my Reſplution at the Sight of 
her. He granted me every thing, and that very Day 
Had me conducted to a Nunnery, the Lady Abbefs of 
Which was a Relation of his. All this was done with 
ſo much Precipitation, that I had not time to know my- 
ſelf; but when I found myſelf without ſo much as the 


© Hopes of ever ſeeing Arimont again, all my Love blaz'd 


up afreſh, I forgot what I ow'd to the Place I was in, 
and what I ow'd to myſelf; I thought -all that had 
paſs'd, had only been an Artifice to ſeparate me from 
what I lov'd, the Condition that I had left him in, re- 
doubled my Deſpair. I accuſed myſelf of the utmoſt 
Cruelty, and there never ſure was Affliction like mine. 
Mr Father's Relation enter'd with Concern into all 
my Sorrows, and was ſo far from encreaſing them by an 
ill-tim'd Severity, that ſhe only endeavour'd to ſoften 
them by an extreme Tendemeb; and endleſs Civilities. 
This Goodneſs calm'd my Tranſports, but did not free 
me from my unhappy Paſſion; I, without ceaſing, de- 
manded News of Aimont: The Silence they obſerv'd, 
in relation to his Health, making me conclude him to 
be in extreme Danger, threw me into Defpair. Such 
continual Affliction at length obliged my Father's Rela- 
tion to inform me of the Truth. She told me that A4ri- 
mont 
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had been poiſon'd, and I was convinced that the Death 


that tis much eaſier to paſs from fraternal Friendſhip 


once overcome, the remaining Fund of Tenderneſs has 


Strength to reſtore me to my Innocence: But I ſhould 
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mont was well, that Emilia was dead, and in return for 
Services, ſhe ſaid ſhe had receiv'd from Clidanor, ſhe 
had left a conſiderable Sum of Money to my Brother: 
That her Death had been ſo ſudden, that Clidanor im- 
puted it to Hatred and Artifice, and that the Thoughts 
of it had made him fall fick himſelf, and that there were 
but little Hopes of his Life. I then was thoroughly ſen- 
ſible of all my Misfortunes ; I did not doubt but Emilia 


of Clidanor would deprive me of the only Friend I 
wanted: But admire, Madam, the Weakneſs of Man- 
kind ! In the midſt of my Troubles on ſuch juſt Accounts, 

I found my ſelf a thouſand times more ſenſible of Ari- 
mont's ſeeming to have forgot me; and what ought to 
have cured my Paſſion, only increaſed it. You will, 
without doubt, Madam, be ſurpriz'd to find me perſiſt 
in my Tenderneſs, when I knew it muſt be criminal, 
Arimont being my Brother ; but when you refle& with 
Coolneſs on the principal Cauſes of Things, - you'll find 


to Love, than to change Love into a Tenderneſs of 
Blood: Nature by ſtirring up our Inclinations, ' ſeems 
to prepare a Way for ſomething greater; the Prejudice 
of Infancy alone puts Bounds to it. That Prejudice 


but a Step to take to become Love: Defires and 
Hopes add to it, and nouriſh it ; and this Paſſion, join'd 
to the Strength of Blood, becomes ſo ſtrong, that Rea- 
ſon cannot overcome it but with the utmoſt Difficulty ; 
neither have I the Vanity to think that mine has arriv'd 
to that. I attribute the preſent State of my Heart only 
to Heaven, which finding in-my Will what I wanted in 
Power, has been pleas'd to ſupply it with a ſuperior 


not ſo ſoon inform you of what I am at preſent, having 
ſtill to tell you what I was for a long time. 
I rass'p five Months in Sorrow and Affliction, and 
if I dared to ſay it, in Jealouſy ; always believing that 
ſome other Obje& had baniſh'd me out the Heart of 
Arimont : At the End of that time, they thought _ 
| ves 
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ſelves obliged to inform we that C/idanor was dead, 
and that both Amira and Arimont were ignorant of 
the Place of my Retreat, and equally made Enquiries 
after it, doubtleſs with different Intentions. This 
News waked my ſleeping Virtue, convinced that 4-i- 
ment ſtill loved me, fince he endeavour'd to find me out. 
My Jealouſy vaniſhed, and my Reaſon made me, with 
Terror, ſee the Danger or falling either into his Hands, 
or thoſe of Armira. I aſk'd Advice of the Lady Abbeſs, 
to whoſe Care I was committed: She aſſured me, ſhe 
would never deliver me up either to one or the other; 
that my Father, juſt before his Death, had begg'd her 
to take as great Care of me as of herſelf, and had ſent 


her by a ſecret — — more than enough to make 


me eaſy in the State I was in; but that ſhe did not think 
proper to keep me with her, becauſe that Houſe was 
too near Amira, and that ſooner or later ſhe would diſ- 
cover me. Therefore to avoid the ill Effects of her 
Hatred, ſhe had reſolv'd to ſend me to a Siſter of hers, 
who governed ſuch another Houſe as hers: That ſhe had 
writ to her to inform her of all the Conſequences of the 
Truſt ſhe was going to repoſe in her, and that ſhe only 
waited for her Anſwer before ſhe fent me. What ſhe told 
me was a great Comfort to me, and having tenderly 
thanked her for her Goodneſs to me, I begg'd her to con- 
tinue it, aſſuring her that my moſt earneſt Endeavours 
ſhould be to deſerve it. As ſhe had always found me of a 
gentle Diſpoſition, which had made her treat me in my 
melancholy Condition without Rigour, ſo ſhe made no 
Scruple to believe the Sincerity of my Promiſes. 

I waited with Impatience for the Moment which 
was to carry-me from a Place inhabited by Armira and 
Arimont. When one Day walking in the Gardens be- 
longing to the Houſe, and amuſing myſelf in ſeeing a 

Wall rebuilt, which join'd to a Door, that opened upon 
a great Road, I perceiv'd ſeveral Men on horſeback 
going along. As the Door was taken off the Hinges, and 
the Breach in the Wall very large, they as eaſily ſaw me 
as I them; upon which one of them ordered the reſt to 


ſtop. Theſe Words made me reſolve to fly, but 1 
could 
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could not do it ſoon enough to prevent two of them 
from being ſo near as to ſeize me; one of them took 
me in his Arms, and, notwithſtanding my Cries, regained 
the high Road; I heard ſeveral Piſtols go off behind me, 
and had given over any Hopes of Aſliftance, when I 
found him that held me and his Company attack'd by an 
equal Number of Men. He that was at the Head of 
them, with Piſtol in Hand, commanded my Raviſher 
to releaſe me; who anſwer'd him by firing his: But 
having miſs'd his Blow, my valiant Deliverer ſeiz'd on 
the Bridle of his Horſe, and clapping his Piſtol cloſe to 
his Head, diſpatched him. He no ſooner ſaw him ſtag- 
ger, than ſnatching me from him, he placed me before 
him, making a Sign to his Attendants to follow him : 
They had engag'd the reſt of them, but ſeeing their 
Leader with his Prey, making off with fall Speed, 
they join'd him, and did the ſame. As for me, their 
Combat had ſo terrified me, that I was in a Swoon when 
my Deliverer took me in his Arms: Hedid not endea- 
vour to bring me to myſelf, but made the beſt of his 
way to a Houſe, which inall Probability he wasaſſared 
of. My Raviſhers purſued him for ſome time, but 
having loſt Sight of him, and their Leader being dead, 
they 44 not think proper to venture — — 
for Intereſts entirely indifferent to them; ſo that the 
Unknown, who had freed me, got thither without Dan- 
ger. I had forgot to tell you, Madam, that the Leader 
of my Raviſhers was bare-faced, but entirely unknown 
to me; and that my Deliverer being maſk'd, I could 
not diſcover who he was. As ſoon as he was in Safety, 
he employed all his Cares to fetch me to myſelf; in which 
he ſucceeded, and I recovered my Senſes: As he cryd 
Olympia, my dear Olympia, am I then once more per- 
mitted to ſee you ! the Sound of his Voice made me © 
Joy 


my Eyes, and I knew the unfottunate Arimont. 

Fear and Shame, had like to have made me relapſe, but 
making an Effort on myſelf, and diſentangling myſelf 
from Arms of Arimont ; Add not to the Horror of 
our Fate, Sir, ſaid I to him, by Tranſportsequally of- 
ſenſive to Honour and Nature; if you would have me 
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takeas an Obligation, the Service you have juſt done 
me, convince me that I rather owe it to the Tenderneſs 
of a Brother, than to the blind Paſſion of a Lover ; for 
I cannot think you would take the Title of a Raviſher 
with regard to me; your Virtue and mine convinces 
me of the contrary. You do me Juſtice, anſwer'd he, 
and tho* I cannot drive from my Heart Sentiments that 
make me ſhudder, yet my Paſſion does not deprive me 
of my Reaſon ſo far, as to make me deſirous of ren- 
dering.you an Accomplice of my Crime ; I don't ſeek to 
offend you, but to guard you from an Enemy, which 
the Laws of Nature prevent my freeing you from. 
Would to Heaven, I could in every thing obſerve them. 
I have neglected nothing theſe three Months to find out 
where you were, not with a Deſign of entertaining you 
with a Paſſion which we ought for ever to ſubdue, but 
to reſtore you what I can't but know Emilia deſign'd 
for you ſince ſhe left it to me, convinc'd that my Father 
had it not in his Power to do as much for you as he 
would have done. I was willing to contribute to your 
Eaſe in that point, by adding my Eſtate to what Emilia 
had left you; and had made all poſſible Enquiries after 
you, but to no effect; when the Day before Yeſterday 
a Man belonging tome,whoſeFidelityI have experienced, 
. came and gave me notice that Armira had prevailed on 
her Steward, with the Promiſe of a great Reward, to 
run away with you; and that he being pretty well ac- 
. quainted with my Informer, had propos'd to him to 
be one of thoſe who were to ſupport him in thatEnter- 


prize; to which he had conſented on purpoſe that he 


might have it in his Power to ſerve me: 'That he had 
- endeavour'd to have got out of him at what place you 
was, but that was what the Steward would not diſcover, 
aſſuring him he had not told it to any that was to accom- 
pany him, and that he had taken that Precaution, that 
it might not be in the Power of any one's Indiſcretion to 
prejudice his Deſign, and that the Execution of it was 


fix*d for this Day. I gave Heaven Thanks for this Diſ- 


covery; encouraging the Man to be faithful to me; and 
having told him that I would follow him near enough 
not 
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not to miſs of him, he returned to Armira's Steward. 
As for me, I provided myſelf with as many Friends as 
he had Men; and this Morning having notice that he 
was ſetting out, I went out alone, and repair'd to a 
neighbouring Houſe where my People waited for me, 
and from whence I could ſee the Road your Raviſhers 
were to take: Every thing happened as I intended it 
ſhould, I faw my Man with the Steward at the Headof 
his Troop ; I follow'd with mine, and obſerv'd his 
Motions ſo well, that by By-roads I purſued him to the 
Cloiſter, where I ſaw them ſtop. As they halted, fo 


did we, but far enough off to prevent their diſcovering 


us: I had not waited a quarter of an Hour, when I ſaw 
the Steward making off full Speed, and my Man by his 
ſide; I made no doubt but that he had got you in his 
Power, ſo without loſing time, we maſk'd ourſelves, and 
purſued them ſo diligently, your Cries ſtill guiding us, 
that at length we overtook you: You know the reſt, dear 
Olympia, and I have nothing more to add, than to aſ- 
{ure you, that I will attempt nothing contrary to your 
Glory, which is a thouſand times dearer to me than my 
own Life, and that my Virtue is as great as my Love. 

I covLD not hear the latter End of Arimont's Diſ- 
courſe without ſhedding Tears: His Virtue weaken'd 
mine, which I believe would have been ſtronger, had 
his been leſs: I would have ceas'd loving him, but ap- 
prehended, with Dread, his loving me no more; never- 
theleſs I had Command enough over myſelf, to hide 
from him ſuch extraordinary Sentiments. I thank'd him 
for the Succour he had given me, and for his Goodneſs 
in being willing to provide for me with regard to my 
Fortune: I begg'd him not to ſtrip himſelf of his own 
Eſtate ; that what Emilia had left him, would be ſuf- 
hcient to enable me to ſpend my Days ina Cloiſter, and 
that the laſt Favour I had to beg of him, was to carry 
me back again to that from whence I had been taken. 

Taz Houſe in which we were, belonging to a 
Friend of his, one of my Deliverers, he order'd a Coach 


Fri 


to ad ready, and putting me into it, himſelf and his, 
attending on horſeback, I retura'd ſafe, with- 
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ent any Accident to the Nunnery. All this Adventure 


had happen'd in five Hours, ſo that I found the Houſe 
fill alarm'd with the Loſs of me: Arimont led me to 
the Lady Abbeſs, who was extremely rejoiced to ſee me, 
J inform'd her of what had paſs'd, and found ſo much 
Satisfaction in praiſing Arimont, that I extol'd his Vir- 
tue to her in ſuch a Manner, that ſhe eaſily perceiv'd, 
he was not ſoindifferent to me as he ought to have been; 
nevertheleſs ſke thank'd him, and prais d his Generoſity. 
They then concerted Meaſures proper to ſecure to me 
the Wealth he was deſirous of reſtoring; and the Con- 
verſation turn'd upon Intereſt entirely, without any 
Mention of the Sentiments of our Hearts ; but when we 
were to part, they then waked with ſo much Impetuoſity, 
that there was no Mark left of the Virtue I had ſo much 
boaſted of. Arimont's Deſpair was fo great, that it 
occaſion d mine; and never was any one ſo much em- 
barraſs d as the Lady Abbeſs, at ſeeing the Exceſs of our 
Sorrow ; but yet ſhe did not fall from her Character, but 
by Diſcourſes, full of true Wiſdom, calm'd our Tranſ- 
ports. Arimont begg'd her to tell him, where ] was 
to go when I left her Houſe; but ſhe refus'd him, pro- 
miſing him, that he ſhould hear News of me, through 
her: 'Thus we parted, between Hope and Fear of never 
meeting more. The next Day I ſet out for the Place, 
where the Siſter to C/idanor's Relation was Governeſs, 
and it was there I contracted a Friendſhip with the 
amiable Julia, your Niece; the Affection I had for her 
made me, without Difficulty, conſent to be ſeen by you, 
tho' I knew you came from a Town where you might 
have heard mention of me. I was in that Houſe treated 
with the ſame Gentleneſs, and had the ſame Regard 
ſhewn me, as at the other: The Lady Abbeſs alone 
knew my Adventures and Birth. But whatever Care 
was taken to conceal me, Arimont, once more, diſco- 
ver d my Place of Refuge; and I was forced to ſeek a 
| Retreat abſolutely unknown, left, being expos'd to the 
Sight of him, I might loſe the Fruit I expected, from 
the Efforts myReaſon every Day made on my Tenderneſs. 


Solitude, 


I left therefore this Nunnery, and ſhut myſelf up in a 
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Solitude, where I was well aſſured I ſhould not be ſought 
for; it was a Farm, belonging to a Lady that was re- 
tir'd into the Houſe from whence I came; it was inha- 
bited only by the Farmer and his Wife, who rented it 
of her. This Place ſeem'd to have been made on pur- 
poſe to be unknown to the reſt of the World: The Houle 
was in the middle of a thick Foreſt, more like an Her- 
mitage than a Farm, ſurrounded with Rocks and Moun- 
tains. I repair'd to this Place with two young Women 
Attendants that the Lady Abbeſs had allotted me; and 
pretended to be a Relation of hers. I ſpent four Years 


in this Retreat,. with a great deal more Tranquility 
than I could have expected. I often heard from both 


the Houſes where I had been; they inform'd me of the 


Death of Armira, and the Confeſſion ſhe had made at 
her Death, of the carrying away of Or/ames. I ad- 


mired her boundleſs Ambition, and Arimont's Probity ; 


but what was moſt ſurprizing to me, was my own Sen- 
timents: For, Madam, Arimont's Proceeding with Be- 
liſa charm'd me; not as an intereſted Lover, but as a 
Siſter attentive to his Glory. I read his Name in the 
Letters I receiv'd, and could even pronounce it with- 
out bluſhing, as I uſed to do. This Alteration ſtrength- 
en'd my Reflections, and I at length repented my hav- 
ing had ſo long time contrary Sentiments: I gave 
Thanks to Heaven, and finding myſelf ſtrong enough 
to perſiſt in my Reſolutions, and having nothing more 
to fear from Armira, I defired to return to the Nun- 
nery where Celia was; but they would not as yet ad - 
mit me, that I might be ſtill better fortified. 

I coxTINUED fix Months longer in my Retreat; 
when, as a laſt piece of News to crown all, they ſent 
me word that Or/ames was returned, and of the Friend- 
ſhip between him and Arimont: And as this took up the 
Time of the latter very much, I might embrace this Op- 
portunity of returning. I readily complied, andre-en- 
ter'd into my Nunnery with extreme Joy, and I was 
receiv d with the ſame: And as Arimont and Clidanor's 
Relation had ſecured to me what Emilia had leſt, and 
that I could diſpoſe of it where I pleaſed, I reſolv d to 
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beſtow it on the Nunnery where 1 was, and to enter 
into their Way of Living, by taking Vows, which might 
for ever hide me from the reſt of the World: I had 
now paſs d my Year of Probation, during which time, 
my Reſolution and Reaſon improved, and I got Strength 
enough even to ſee the unhappy Arimont, who deſir'd 
it ſo earneſtly, that it was not thought proper to refuſe 
him ſuch a Satisfaction, eſpecially as there was nothing 
to be fear d on my fide. I received him as a Brother, 
who was entirely dear to me, and to whom I was infi- 
nitely obliged ;! but I did not dare to expreſs too much 
Tendernets, left I ſhould have given him an Opportu- 
nity to have ſhewn his. He ſaw the Conſtraint I put 
upon myſelf, and regulating his Behaviour accordingly, 
he hid from me as much as poſſible the Affliction of 
his Soul: He told me the Hiſtory of Or/ames and Ju- 
lia, and I entertain'd him with the Satisfaction I en- 
joy d in my Retreat. Thus our Interview paſs'd in a 
mutual Confidence in each other, notwithſtanding the 
Conſtraint we both ne upon ourſelves. Arimont de- 
fired me to let him know the Day I was to make my 
Vows on; which I promis'd him, and ſo we parted. 
As the Part I ated was very proper for me as well 
in regard to the Misfortune of my Birth, as to the Er- 
ror I had been guilty of; ſo I ſhould have been very 
well pleas'd if my Brother would have enter'd into ſome 
Engagement, which might have taken from him, as 
well as me, all paſt Remembrance of our unhappy Ad- 
ventures; but it was not decent for me to propoſe ſuch 


a thing to him; it might have drawn upon me an An- 


ſwer perhaps offenſive to my Intentions, and I was not 
ſo well aſſured of myſelf, but that I apprehended his 
Refuſal might either give me Satisfaction, or elſe his 
Conſent be an Affliction to me: So I got his Relation 
to propoſe it to him, and ſhe even offer'd him a very 
advantageous Match. But he begg'd her not to preſs 
him on that Head; Content yourſelf Madam, ſaid he 
to her, with what Reaſon has made me do, in relation 
to Olympia; my Heart cannot admit of any other Ob- 
je&; I admire her Virtue, and eſtcem her a thouſand 


umes 


* 
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wo times the more for it: I praiſe her Change, and her K 
at Reſolution ; but it is impoſſible for me to imitate her; » 
d all that I can do, is not to let her diſcover any Tokens = 
G of my Deſpair. This is all that could be got from him. 7 
h I was extremely touch'd at the Situation his Mind was | 

d in; but as the State of mine was a Work of five Years, | [ 
G my Concern did not retard my Reſolution. It is now 1 
8 eight Days ſince I put my happy Deſign in Execution, oF 
, by dedicating myſelf for ever to him, on whom alone | 
G depends the Felicity of Mankind. I gave Arimont no- VI 
b tice of it, according to my Promiſe; but hearing no . 
8 News of him, I apprehend ſomething that is dreadful : 1 
. I pray inceſſantly to Heaven for him, and pour forth 170 
my moſt ardent Vows for the Return of his Reaſon and Ly 
: Tranquility. 1 
F You ſee, Madam, the State of my Heart at preſent ;. 1 ; 
; you have known it ſo full of Grief and Uneaſineſs, that x 
; thought myſelf oblig d to acquaint you with the Al- 1 | 
2 teration; at the ſame time aſſuring you, that there is iN 
: not the leaſt in the Eſteem and Friendſhip with which $ | | 


you have inſpired 


o a” 


OLYMPIA. 


I pox'T believe, ſaid Urania, ſeeing Felicia had done 
reading, there was ever any Adventure more ſurprizing * 
than this of O/ympia. It is the more fo, added Fo- 4 
rinda, becauſe it inſpires us with compaſſionate Admi- 
ration. True, ſaid Camilla, fo much Virtue ſhines 
throughout it, notwithſtanding the moſt paſſionate and 
leaſt pardonable Paſſion, that we cannot but pity Oſympia 
| and Arimont as two unfortunate Lovers. I am ſo af- 
| feed with it, ſaid Felicia, that I almoſt accuſg Fate 
with Injuſtice; I would have given any thing, that 
they had at laſt prov'd not Brother and Siſter. I was 
in hopes that it might have ended ſo, reply'd Urania; 
but as Olympia does not relate a Fiftion, we muſt be 
contented with the Truth of it as it is. What troubles 
me moſt, faid Camilla, is Arimont's Death; it is plain 
Olympia does not know it, becauſe ſhe takes no notice 
of it; and I am pierc'd with Grief when I think of the 
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Heart-breaking News that it will be to her; but I can- 
not comprehend why ſhe deſired Urania ſhould be in- 
form'd of her Adventures. Her Reaſon is very eaſy to 
be gueſs'd, reply'd ſhe: Olympia knows of my Intimacy 


with Beliſa, that Arimont being at her Houſe, I might 
with Eaſe find an Opportunity to tell him of what I 
knew concerning her; the Fear of expreſſing too much 
Senſibility, prevented her mentioning it in her Narra- 
tion. As for informing her of his Death, It muſt be 
done by ſome body elſe, for I ſhall not charge myſelf 
with ſo melancholy a Commiſſion. 


PexHAPs, ſaid Felicia, Olympia had that in View, 


but I rather believe ſhe had ſome ſtronger Motive; for 
knowing Lrania to be an Acquaintance of Beliſa, ſhe 
thought it very probable that ſhe might know Arimont's 
Hiſtory, and conſequently her pretended Crime; which 
made her be willing to inform her of the Truth of the 
Matter, that ſhe might recover the Eſteem ſo extraor- 
dinary a Paſſion might have made her forfeit. The 
Circumſtances, reply'd Urania, take off from the Hor- 
ror of itz and I think Olympia as worthy of Admira- 
tion in her Change, as ſhe was of Pity, where ſhe was 
blinded with her Love. There have been ſuch Paſſions 


- heretofore, added Florinda, but they could only raiſe 


up Indignation, as they ow'd their Birth to Vice. 
'There is ſomething in this natural, and yet uncommon, 
that we hear it without Horor, and can't help being 
touch'd at it. Here you ſee the Strength of Virtue, 
faid Felicia. Vet, ſaid Camilla, what now appears to 
be a monſtrous Crime, was in former Times the Cuſtom. 
The Egyptians thought no Alliances fo agreable, as 
what were in their own Families; and great Numbers 
of therr Kings were married to their Siſters, 

WHAT you fay is very true, ſaid Felicia; but as 


there is no Law, or Religion, but what Time refines, 


under the Reign of Ptolemy the Great, the ſame People 
deteſted what their Predeceſſors allow'd of: That Prince 
having a long time winked at the wicked Inclinations 
of Ceraunus, his eldeſt Son, could not ſtifle the Horror, 


his raviſhing the Princeſs his Siſter, filled him with ; 


and 


wn ws ©, & DB 


5 0 — «zi 


[221 ] | 

- and this laſt Crime determined him in the Reſolution 
of crowning Ptolemy Philadelphus, his ſecond Son, 
during his Life-time. It is certain, ſaid Camilla, that 
moſt of thoſe who have made Laws, have rather fol- 
lowed their Paſſions than Juſtice. Ambition, Hatred, 
and Love, have been the Law-givers among Men. I 
don't condemn your Idea, reply'd Urania; but as 
there have been Men truly wiſe, whoſe Conduct ha: 
been intirely regulated by Juſtice and Equity, we muſt 
lien to what they have preſcribed, and not hearken 
to thoſe who have ſtrayed from the Paths they had 
ſhewn them. This is what ought to be, ſaid Florinda, 
but when the Laws in force are found repugnant to 
our Inclinations, we then look up to paſt Ages, for 
favourable Examples that may authorize our Paſhons 
and Weakneſſes. Have not the Heathens t 
Reaſon to believe that very Thing was allowable in 
them, in reading the Works of Ovid, and may not they 
with Juſtice imagine, that the Diſorderlineſs of the Gods 
excuſes that of Men? This might have been, anſwer'd 
Felicia, if the Heathens had been Maſters of that 
Underſtanding they have boaſted ſirice; but they had 
enough, eſpecially in the time of that illuſtrious Romer, 
to know that his Metamorphoſes contain'd divine Mo- 
rals, and that in playing upon their Gods, he ridiculed 
much more the Credulity of Men. Now you have 
wention'd Ovid, interrupted Camilla, I muſt read a 
Letter directed to him: I don't know whether it is a 
Tranſlation or an Invention, but I think it worthy of 
your Attention. I hid it from a Perſon of Learnin 
who very much eſteem's it, This is it, added ſhe. 


CIPARISSA % Ovid, 


I Am ſurprized, Ovid, that ſo fine an Underſtanding, 
and ſublime a Genius as yours, ſhould make Gods more 
vicious than Men. If it is defigned as a Satire on the 
Worſhip that is paid them at Rome and in Greece, 7 
ao not think it becomes a Roman Knight to cenſure his 
Religion, only to ſhew u — and Dopth of his 
| | 3 | t. 
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Wit. Cannct you give us more venerable Divinitics 
than thoſe of your Metamorphoſes ? But eſpecially ought 
you not to be favourable to your own Sentiments in the 
Fable of Venus? I: it poſſible that ſo great a Man as 
Ovid, who fo well underſtands the Art of Pleaſing, and 
has fo perfetly well treated on that of Loving, ſhould 
make the Mather of Lowe, the Divinity of hrs imagi- 
nary Heaven, the moſt abandon'd of her Sex? Would 
not your Pen have acquir'd as much Glory, in ſpeaking 
the Truth, or at leaft Probabilities ? Were the Charms 
of the Fable requifite towards enchanting us * Why did 
not you rather pretend that Venus was Daughter to one 
of the firſt Kings of the Earth ; that the Men of that 
Age, having nothing but the Difates of Nature, were 
ignorant of what Choice or a Tafte was ; but that gra- 
 tifying their Neceſſities without Delicacy, like the Brute. 
they were at war with, mixing without Diſfinction, and 
multiplying blindly, the Fathers did not know their Chil- 
dren, nor the Women their Huſbands, This Venus, whom 


Heaven had endowed with a mcſt divine Beauty, finding 


in herſelf different Notions than were in her Cotempo- 
rarics, had form'd the Defign of teaching them a Union 
much more perfect than what they had. That this Prin- 
«fr; inſpired by the Supreme Beings, had aſſembled to- 
gether the Women that poſſeſſed the moſt Charms, and 
that knowing ber own Sex more eaſy to be perſuaded 
than the Men, had began publiſhing her Precepts to them, 
. convinced that Men ſhould ſoon learn if they would but 
give themſelves the Trouble of inſtructing them. That 
Princeſs ſet forth the Horror of giving themſelves up to 
the Laws of Nature, without the Heart's being any 
<ways concern d; which being the nobleft Part of Men 
cught to govern all the Afions of their Lives: That 
fence that inſpired them with Courage, Generofity, and 
a Thirſt for Fame, it might alſo give them a ſofter Paſ- 
fron, which would compleat their Felicity. In order to 
which, they muſt each of them make a Choice, but with 
" Caution and Taſte, governed by the natural Sympathy 
that ſhould make them incline to one Object ſooner than 
another ; that this Sympathy would ſoon form Sentiments 


which 
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which ſhould be called Love, which Lowe would produce 
Delicacy, which wwas alone the Source of all Pleaſures. 
That ſbe imagined Wit, and Beauty, ſufficient to capti- 
vate thoſe they ſhould pitch on; with which Aſfiftance 
they would give more certain and lively Wounds to the 
Men, than their Arrows did to the Brutts, That if 
the Men ſhould not approve of this Union, they ſhould 
immediately refuſe them their Company, perſuaded that 
fince the World could not ſubfiſt without them, they 
avould be forced to obey what Laws they ſhould pleaſe 
to lay on them, rather than not poſſeſs them, That theſe 
Leſſons, being often repeated, had been attended with 
«s ſudden'an Effet as Venus had promiſed herſelf; and 
in concert with her beautiful Diſciples, they attacked 
the Men with Charms that fired their Souls, who found 
themſelves animated with an Ardour, not for Glory or 
Ambition, but ewith ſomething that comprehended both 
theſe Peffions: That the ſame Sympathy governing their- 
Hearts, as well as they that attacked them, each made 
heir Choice according as they had been wounded; from 
which Moment, Mortals began to know no greater Fe- 
licity than Loving, and being beloved. That this Prin- 
cefs Venus, being Invertreſs of this dilicate Notion, 
which ſhe had named Love, was looked upon as the Mo- 
ther of it, and of the Graces, becauſe ſhe was aſiſted by. 
the moſt beautiful Women of her Time, That this mu- 
tual Engag:muant had been found ſo beautiful, that they 
ge cmbraced it made a God of it, with a Bandage be- 
fore it Eyes, to ſhew that it is a Sentiment, the Force 
of which is invincible; and made a Goddeſs of ber, that 
had firſt drawn the Heart out of the Chaos it was 
wrapped in. By this probable Story, O gallant Ovid, 
you would have made the Deity you have ſo — facri- 
ficed, to be reſpefted; and perhaps the Delicacy would 
have had ſuch an Effect upon you, as to prevent your 
being the moſt inconflant of Men. F you could 


been a Lover, without being a Debauchee, you would 


have formed a Venus, and Mother of Lowe, without 


painting her vicious. Forgive, illuſtrious Roman, the 
Criticiſm of a Woman, whom you have not ſeorned to 
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teach; and who bat, : by reading your divine Works, 
become. more learned and nice, than by all the Care 
that Auguſtus and Livia took of her Education. 


Tus Work, ſaid Urania, is of a very ſingular 
Gouſt; the Idea of it appears to me to be entirely new: 
She that compoſed it ſeems to accuſe Ovid for follow - 
ing his own 'Temper more than Reaſon, and would per- 
tuade us, that in all Writings there enters a vaſt deal of 
the Humours and Inclinations of the Author, It is im- 
pollble it ſhould be otherwiſe, anſwer'd Felicia: Yet, 
when a Writer deſcribes Ambition, Cruelty, or Love; 
it does not follow of certain Conſequence, that he him- 
ſelf is ambitious, cruel, or in love. No certainly, ſaid 
Camilla ſmiling, for I have very often wrote Verſes ex- 
treamly tender, yet love nothing. This Proof, reply'd 
Flerix da, is not tufficient ; your Verſes ſhew the Diſpo- 
ütion of your Mind, tho* it has met with no worthy 
Object; which we may reaſonably imagine is the Rea- 
fon you do not employ the Stock of Tenderneſs that is 
in your Soul. It is true, ſaid Urania, that we do ſome- 
times diſcover ourſelves in our Writings ; but it is not a 
general Rule: There are Men who know perfectly 
well how to deſcribe beautiful Actions, without being 
capable of performing them. An Author oſten attri- 
butes to his Hero Virtues he knows nothing of; yet if 
I had the Talent of Writing, I ſhould ſooner lay open 
and deſcribe my own Sentiments, than to owe to my 
Invention what my Heart is ignorant of. There are 
few People of that Character, reply d Camilla; we 
every Day meet with Numbers, who pretend to be ex- 
ceſfively modeſt, in regard to their Wit, Beauty, or Ta- 
lents; yet with a _ deal of Boldneſs make Elogiums 
on their Hearts: If one were to liſten to them, they are 
all generous, good-natur'd, ſincere, faithful; in ſhort, 
endow'd with all the Qualities that we know they ought 
to have; when nobody allows them but themſelves, I 
find, ſaid Urania, we have put Camilla into a Hu- 
mour to moralize, and that we inſenſibly forget it is 
time to go to Supper. Saying this, ſhe led her Friends 
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* into the Hall, who placed themſelves at Table. Supper 


being over, they reſumed their Walk, and uſual Con- 
verſation. 

Iruinx, ſaid Camilla, a fine Night is preferable to 
the fineſt Day. So do I, replied Urania, but I am 
ſurprized to find you of that Opinion; your Heart and 
Mind being free from all Engagements. I thought 
the Moon and Stars had been admir'd only by thoſe in 
love. That Stock? of Tenderneſs, reſumed Camilla, 
ſmiling, with which you juſt now reproach'd me, may 
be, perhaps, the Occaſion of it. I am perſuaded in- 
deed, cried F/orinda, that when the Heart is in that Si- 
tuation Urania ſpeaks of, Night has Charms whichare 
not to be found in Day; the Soul recollects its Vi- 
gour, without being taken off, or diſtracted. 
When one loves * Be oy that is certainly the beſt Time 
to think of the beloved Object. Ah! rejoin'd Urania, 
my dear Florinda, there is no Time fixed for that. 
The dazzling Glories of the Sun, or the ſoft 
gentle Shades of Night, are equally employ'd by thoſe 
truly touch d with that engroſſing Paſſion, Nothing can 
be more certain than this, added Felicia; when we are 
affected with a piercing Grief, or great Tenderneſs, the 
Imagination is taken up with it both Night and Day, 
and ſometimes too we are ſo loſt in Contgmplation, we 
know not the Difference between them; ſo little is 
any thing elſe capable of interrupting. This is as much 
as to tell us, ſaid Camilla, embracing Urania and Fe- 
licia, the Situation of both your Minds; but I hope a 
happy Return of Orophanes and Thelament will ſoon 


— you to taſte the Pleaſures of both Night and 


ay: In the mean time I adviſe you to take the Re- 

ſe I with you. I find, faid Urania, ſmiling, the 
indifferent Camilla is inclined to go to Bed, and only 
invites us to take the Repoſe ſhe wants herſelf. You 
are in the right, added Florinda, how great an Admirer 
ſoever ſhe may pretend to be of the Night, I believe 
ſhe had much rather enjoy the Beauties of it aſleep, than 
waking. However that be, replied that agreeable 
Lady, we will not carry our Reflections any farther ; 
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for I am ſure Urania is tired with talking and hear- 

ing it; it is Time to leave her at Liberty to enjoy her 
own Thoughts. I never am happier than when with 
my Friends, ſaid Crania; but I think, at preſent, we 
will come into your Propoſal. At theſe Words, they 
all walk'd back to the Houſe; Urania and Felicia 
waited on Camilla and Florinda to their Apartment ; 
and afterwards, retiring to their own, paſs d the Night 
with the pleaſing Hopes, that The/amont and Oro- 
phanes would ſoon, by their Preſence, reſtore that Joy 
| GO Hearts, which their Abſence had deprived 
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LEE did not take ſo entire a Domi- 
nion over the four beautiful Friends, as to 
S make them riſe later than uſual. Uranie 
and Felicia were ſcarce out of their 
Apartments, before they perceived Fo- 
rinda and Camilla coming to enjoy the 
fineſt Morning in the World ; they repaired to the Banks 
of the River, and followed the Courſe of ita long Time, 
diſcourſing of common Things, which occafionally pre- 
ſented themſelves to their View.--But when the Soul 
is naturally inclined to great Things, it never wants Op- 
PRI to exert itſelf, Florinda obſerving the 
beautiful Meads, that bordered the other Side of the Ri- 
ver, covered with Sheep, thoſe meek and innocent Crea- 
tures, feeding in Tranquillity, under the Eye of a Shep- 
herd, and the Guard of his Dog; cried out in a ſort of 
Rapture, How happy would Mankind be, if they had 
Leaders as watchful of their Neceſſities and Safety! and 


how great would be the Felicity of Princes, if their 
Subjects lived in the ſame 1 Peace and Conc o d, 
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that theſe Animals do! 
Urania, is wile and judicious, and puts me in mind of 
_ a Paſſage I read laſt Night, in Dennis of Halicarnaſſus: 
He ſays that a Deputy from the Da/matians, named 
Batto, being ſent to Rome, to treat with the Emperor 

Tiberius, on the Revolt of Dalmatia, was aſked by that 
Prince, Why thoſe Nations ſo much endeavour d to 
make off the Roman Yoke? Cæſar, anſwer'd Batto, 1 
will ſatisfy your Curioſity with all the Frankneſs of a 
Dalmatian Soldier, who knows not how to diſguiſe 

the Truth. The Romans are alone the Cauſe of the 
frequent Revolts of our Provinces ; for, inſtead of ſend- 
ing us a wiſe, prudent, and couragious Shepherd to lead 
our Flock, and Dogs to defend them, they only ſend us 
ravaging Wolves, to murder and tear us to Pieces: 
This has made our Deſpair often change us from Lambs 
to roaring Lions, who have ſometimes devoured the Ro- 
man Eagle. It is natural, ſaid Felicia, to deſire to 
ſhake off Chains that are too heavy : Slavery is of it- 
ſelf grievous enough, the Impoſers of it need not add 
to the Weight of it. In my Opinion, a Prince cannot 
ſhew Humanity enough to People, over whom he reigns 
only by Right of Conqueſt. Thus ated Julius Ceſar, 
added Camilla; he made ſuch modeſt Uſe of his Vic- 
tory, that the Conquered were often as well contented 
as the Conquerors: This Gentleneſs gain'd him ſuch 
Numbers of Friends, and ſo conſiderably augmented 
his Party, that he overcame every thing that oppoſed 
him; and nothing but Treaſon could have made that 
great Man fall; a Treaſon fo fatal to the Actors in it, 
that they all died ſoon after, of a violent Death. It 
is certain, ſaid Florinda, that Cæſar was one of the 
greateſt Men among the Antients ; and I can't conceive, 
how any one can place Alexander before him. Alex- 
ander, interrupted Felicia, under the Eyes of Leonidas, 
his Governor, and Ariſtotle, his Preceptor, was juſt, 
mild, temperate, generous, and fo liberal, that he gave 
away every thing in his Power: I have read, that 
Leonidas telling him, one Day, that if he went on in 
bis Liberalities, he would leave himſelf nothing: Fear 
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it not, replyed that Monarch; I have an inexhauſtible 


Treaſure, that will always ſupply me with ſufficient to 
acquit myſelf of the Promiſes J have made to Ar:fotle. 
Yet, ſaid Urania, after his Conqueſts, from being 
wiſe and virtuous, he became debauch'd, and cruel 
enough to kill, with his own Hands, his deareſt Friends, 
abandoning himſelf to the moſt deteftable Vices, expo- 
fing ſome to wild Beaſts, and putting others to Death 
on the leaſt Suſpicion, without having any Regard to 
thoſe to whom he was the moſt obliged. "Phe Mourn- 
ing that he enjoin'd for the Death of Hepbeſtion, which 
he made extend to the vileſt Animals, ſhew!d his Vice 
and Folly, in their utmoſt Extent. On the contrary Ju- 
lius Caſar always poſſeſs d the Virtues that Alexander 
was once adorn'd with. This laſt reſum'd his Virtue 
only at his Death, Cz/ar never laid it afide: He had 
ſo few human Infirmities, or, at leaſt, ſo well conceal'd 
them, that his greateſt Enemies could not find enough 
to tarniſh his Glory. The greateſt Pleaſure he could 
have, was in rendring others happy; and in Propor- 
tion, as Fortune declar'd itſelf on his Behalf, he made 
his Friends partake with him, and even ſought them 
out in their moſt hidden Retirements. Alexander 


vaunted, that he held Fortune in Chains. Cæſar knew 


her, and miſtruſted her, aiming at the Accomphſhment 
of his Deſigns with Deliberation, not being willing to 
expoſe himſelf to the Caprices of ſo uncertain a God- 
deſs. I find, ſaid Urania, that our Converſation is 
not like to end here, and therefore let us take our Places, 
till the Sun and Dinner-time interrupt us. 

Every body being therefore ſeated, Florinda, who, 
by her Reflection, had given Birth to this Diſcourſe, 
turning herſelf to Urania; You ſee, ſaid ſhe, the Ef- 
fect of your Preſence; aſſociating with you makes us 
endeavour, even to think as you do: Since my being 
here, my Mind aims at nothing but whatmay improve 
it. What you ſay, reply'd Urania, is very much to 
my Adyantage; but I ſhould be very much concern'd, 
if you thought I intended ſo much to confine your Ima- 
ginations, as not to let you ſay, or think of any 9 


* 
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but what favours of Learning; you know me well 
enough, to be ſenſible, that there is nothing I ſo much 
endeavour to avoid, as to be thought to aim at the Cha- 
racter of being Learned: I am not ſo, but I endeavour 
to inform myſelf; and if I had not found you in a Hu- 
mour to amuſe yourſelves with exalted Matters, I 
ſhould have endeavour'd to have diverted your Minds 
from any thing that might have fatigu'd them. There 
is no Need, anſwer'd Felicia, for your juſtifying your- 
ſelf thus; we take a great Pleaſure in ſhewing, that our 
Ideas are conformable to yours: Florinda is, I am 
ſure, of my Opinion; ſince, by her Reflection, ſhe 
drew you into repeating ſo curiousa Paſſage; and Ca- 
milla has ſhew'd the Brightneſs of her Genius, in the 
Difference ſhe has remark'd between Cz/ar and Alex- 
ander. As for me, ſaid Camilla, I know very well 
that I am not learned, neither have I the Ambition of 
appearing ſo; but I give up myſelf with Attention to 
what I read, that I may remember it again on Occaſion, 
and make Reflections on it, according to my Capacity: 
As for Example, I think I can never make enough on 
the Ruin of ſo many great Empires, the Names of 
which are ſo much celebrated in Hiſtory ; and yet there 
are now no other Remains of them ; their Change of 
Maſters has been their Ruin: The Ambition of ſome, 
and the Weakneſs of others, have occaſioned thoſe Re- 
volutions, which have at length reduced them to no- 
thing. Arbactus having exterminated Sardanapalus, 
King of the A4/jrians, transfer d the Empire to the 
Medes: Cyrus tranſported it from the Medes to the 
Perfians; and Alexander, from the Perfians to the 
Macedonians, Thus in ſeveral Ages happen'd theſe 
different Changes, which being attended with that of 
their Cuſtoms, Manners, and Religions, have quite ex- 
tinguiſh'd even the Names of thoſe that were once ſo 
renowned. 'The Romans, ſaid Florinda, had a much 
more refined Piece of Policy; they always depriv'd of 
their Dignities all the States and Kingdoms they could 
join to their own Dominions, leaving the Name of King 
to none, but their moſt intimate Allies ; which was not 
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very glorious Title for them; for the leaſt Roman valued 


himſelf far above the teſt Monarch. What happen'd 
to Ptolemy, ſurnamed the Piper, added Urania, is a 
Proof of what Florinda ſays: This Ptolemy was Father 
of the famous Cleopatra, and was driven from his Do- 
minions, by a general Revolt of his Subjects; this Prince 
having the good Fortune to eſcape, took the Refolation 
of going to Rome, to beg their Aſſiſtance. In going thi- 
ther he touch'd at Rhodes, where he learn'd that Cato 
was lately arriv'd; he ſent a Compliment to him, and 
begg'd the Favour of an Interview. Cato ſent him 
back Word, that he might come to him, for his Houſe 
was always open to thoſe who were in Alliance, or had 
any Affairs to tranſact, with the Roman Republic. The 
King was ſurpriz'd at ſo rough an Anſwer, and was, 
for ſome time, in doubt what he ſhould do ; but his In- 
tereſt, at length, determining him, he went to Cato : 
But his Aſtoniſnment was very much increas'd, when 
he heard that Roman, without ſo much as rifing, aſk 
him, if he came to Cato, or to a Roman Senator. The 
Greatneſs of Pro/emy's Surpriſe, made him, for ſome 
time, filent. This Prince, accuſtom'd to ſee every body 
on their Knees who ſpoke to him, thought it very ex- 
traordinary, that a Man plain dreſs'd, and who ſhew'd 
no Marks of that Grandeur, which the Romans ſo well 
knew how to dazzle the Eyes of Strangers with, ſhould 
treat him in that Manner. Nevertheleſs he replied, that 
he came as an Ally of the Romans, to ſee a great Man, 
whoſe Reputation was ſpread all over the Earth. Let 
that alone, interrupted the fierce Senator, andcome to 
the Alliance. Prolemy was almoſt diſconcerted at this 
Anſwer; but at length told him, he was an Ally of the 
Romans, and that that Alliance had been ſworn to on 
the Altar of Jupiter Capitolinus, which had rendred it 
inviolable; that he was going to Rome to demand Aſ- 
ſiſtance from the Senate, againſt his Subjects that had 
depoſed him, and placed his eldeſt Son in his Throne. 
Believe me, Ptolemy, cried Cato, turn back again to 
Egypt, I'll embark with you, and will, myſelf alone, 
re-eſtabliſh you; But if you go to Rome, to Pompey's 
| | Houſe, 
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Houſe, where I know your Lodging is appointed, you 
will be the Prey of the different Parties that will be 
form'd on your Affair, Tis known, that you are 
powerful in ready Money, and the Corruption: of moſt 
of the Senators, have made them already look on your 
Treaſures as their own: Vou muſt, in Perſon, ſolicit 
from Door to Door, and debaſe the Royal Majeſty; and 
after theſe Submiſſions, and Expence, you will be at laſt 
obliged to return, without effecting any thing. Pro- 
lemy could not but admire that great Man; his Counſel 


was prudent, and he inclined to follow it: But the Per- 


ſons that Pompey had placed about him, determin'd to 
go on. to Rome, which he had Reaſon to repent, for 
every thing that Cato foretold, happen d. Judge by 
this Paſſage, continued Jrania, in what Manner the 
Romans were wont to treat Kings. There are great 
Numbers of the like Examples, ſaid Felicia; but to 
return to what Camilla ſaid, on the Revolutions of 


Empires: I believe their Ruin is always occaſfion'd by 


the Want of a lawful Heir. The Dominions that a 
Prince poſſeſſes in right of Conqueſt or Election cannot 
be ſo well ſupported, as thoſe that are hereditary. If 


an Empire be invaded by Force of Arms, another Con- 


ueror ſeeks to deſtroy the firſt; thus ſucceſſively the 
eople become a Prey to the moſt fortunate Conqueror. 
If it is by Election, the different Parties of the Pretend · 


ers cauſe a Trouble difficult to be calm'd; he that is 


excluded, never deſiſts from endeavouring to ſupplant 
him that is choſen: Which tumultuous Diſſentions muſt 
infallibly deſtroy the moſt flouriſhing Empires. Inſtead 
of which, hereditary Kingdoms ſupport themſelves by 
the Number of their Princes, who are by Birth alone 
called up to the Throne. Then you are of Plato's 
Opinion, ſaid Florinda, who ſays, that every Change 
in a State is to be fear d, whether it is by Conqueſt or 
Election. We may therefore boldly conclude, that he- 
reditary States are the moſt permanent; ſince when a 
lawful Heir ſucceeds, the whole Kingdom ſubmits, and 


acknowledges him without any Diſpute; , 
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Ir is true, added Camilla, that elective Kingdoms 
are ſubject to great Revolutions, witneſs what has hap- 
pened in our time to Poland. We have ſince the Death 


of John Sobieſki, ſeen that Kingdom become a Prey to 


Strangers; the Germans, Swedes, and Muſcovites, have 
ravaged thoſe beautiful Provinces, and have; in their 
turns, look'd upon them as an Enemy's Country. In- 
ſomuch, that Poland may be now look'd for even in Po- 
land herſelf. Whereas, had they had an aſſured Succeſ- 
ſor, there would have been no Door left open to all thoſe 


. Pretenders, nor no Room for their Cabals and Intrigues. 


Alexander, ſaid Urania, being on his Death-bed, an- 
ſwered his Courtiers, when they aſked him who ſhould 
ſucceed him, The moſt worthy. Then Self- Love ſhewed 
itſelf, each thought themſelves the deſign'd Perſon; 
ſome endeavour'd to gain the Soldiers, others the great 
Men and the People, but the Inſtant it was known that 
Alexander had given the Royal Ring to Perdiccas, all 
their caballing ſtopt. The Romans, ſaid Felicia, made 
Demi-gods of thoſe Emperors that left them a lawful 
Succeſſor; and I find, the Imperial Conſtitutions have 
wiſely eſtabliſh'd the Election of a King of the Romany, 
who is the appointed Succeſſor to the Empire. An- 
tiently, added F/orinda, the Perſians did not ſuffer their 
King to go in Perſon on any warlike Expedition, with- 
out firſt appointing who ſhould ſucceed him. Livia, 
ſaid Urania, had the Addreſs to conceal the Death of 
Auguſtus ſo well, that Tiberius was in Poſſeſſion of the 
Empire before that Loſs was known. The Roman Se- 
nate concealed that of the Emperor Claudius, and aſ- 
ſembled every Day on pretence of praying to the Gods . 
for the Health of that Prince; but in reality, to ſecure 
the Empire to his Succeſſor. Queen Tanaguilla, ad- 
ded Camilla, concealed the Death of Targuin, till Ser- 
wins was inſtalled King of the Romans. | 
ALL this proves, faid Urania, that hereditary Em- 
pires have, and always will ſupport themſelves in pre- 
judice to all others. Saying thus, they walked towards 
the Houſe, and being come into the Hall, and every thing 
ready to be ſerved up, they placed themſelves at * 
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After the Repaſt, Urania aſked Camilla jeſtingly, if 
ſhe was of a Humour to go to the Library. That 
beautiful Lady anſwered her, in the ſame Tone, that, 
that Day Reading would be agreeable to her, and that 
ſhe ſhould not want a rural Feaſt to prevent her being 
melancholy. So ſaying, they enter'd the Library, 
where they reſum'd their uſual Entertainment. After 
ſome time ſpent in Silence, Florinda breaking it the 
Arſt, I cannot enough admire, ſaid ſhe,-the Confidence 
of Charles the Fifth, and the Moderation of Francis 
the Firſt, when tlie Emperor paſs d thro' France to ſup- 
preſs the Rebellion in Ghent. The Hiſtory of our Na- 
tion, which I have met with, has call'd it to my mind. 
*Tis indeed, ſaid Urania, a very remarkable Paſſage: 
That Emperor aſk'd leave of the King to paſs through 
his Dominions; he obtain'd it, and when he was at 
Paris, it was repreſented to the King, that he ought to 
lay hold of the Opportunity of revenging himſelf on that 
Prince, who had ſeveral times broke his Faith, in the 
Treaties that had been made between them; particu- 
larly in that relating to the Inveſtiture of the Duchy of 
Milan, which belong'd ſo juſtly to France. Francis 
the Firſt knew all the Importance of that Affair, but 
he knew better that the Royal Word was ſacred; and 
repulſing ſuch Counſels, he ordered them to mention it 
no more. Pledged Faith ought always to be regarded, 
ſaid Felicia; thro' that the Romars poſſeſſed the 
greateſt Empire in the World; their Friends and Allies 
were ſo ſatisfy d with the exact Regard they had to their 
Treaties, that their Word was ſuflicient to them; all 
forts of Treaſon were deteſtable to them. The Fali/- 
cans found it ſufficiently ; for whilſt the Romans were 
beſieging their City, a School-Maſter contrived to lead 
the Children of the principal Men of the City into the 
Roman Camp. The Novelty of ſuch a Baſeneſs ſur- 
priz'd them, and they ſo much abhorred it, that im- 
mediately they ordered the Arms of the Traitor to be 


 ty'd, gave each of the Scholars Rods, and bid them 
whip him back to the City, and return to their Parents, 
They did ſo accordingly, and in fo rigorous a * 

at 
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that the Wretch died under their Blows, as they enter d 
the City. This Generoſity of the Romans touched the 
Faliſcans ſo ſenſibly, that the next Day, on honourable 
Terms, they ſubmitted themſelves to the Romans. Sci- 
pio, added Camilla, having met and taken a Cartha- 
ginian Veſſel richly laden, the Captain of which tell- 
ing him that he was carry ing the Ambaſſadors, and the 
Preſents which the Common- wealth was ſending to 
Greece, he let them go, tho' he thought it was a Pre- 
tence; chuſing rather to loſe his Booty, than run the 
Riſque of violating the Rights of Nations in the Per- 
ſons of Ambaſſadors, tho' he believed them to be 
feign'd ones. Cæſar Auguſtus, ſaid Florinda, might 
have chaſtiſed Caracolas, the moſt famous Robber. of 
his time, and for whoſe Head there was a Reward put 
out; but he having the Temerity to deliver himſelf up 
to Auguſtus himſelf, and to aſk the promiſed Reward, 
that Prince, who found ſomething great in what he had 
done, ordered the Money to be paid him, and gave 
him his Life; thinking he ought to recompenſe the Con- 
fidence he had placed in him. | 
Taz famous Pyrate Callicratus, ſaid Felicia, refuſed 
a conſiderable Sum of Money, that was offered him to 
kill a Man to whom he had given his Protection. Since 
there is no body, ſaid Urania, who does not endeavour 
to be believ'd in what he ſays, much more ought a 
Prince; he who ought to have more Honour in his 
Soul, and Truth in his Mouth than any of his Subjects; 
if he were allowed to promiſe and not obſerve, who 
could be ſimple enough to give credit to him? He that 
religiouſly keeps his Word, obliges the Perſon with 
whom he treats to do the ſame; he that breaks it, on 
the contrary, deſerves the ſame to be done by him. In 
vain would Princes bind their Subjects by Oaths of Al- 
legiance, in vain would they conclude Treaties with 
their Allies; all theſe Precautions would be uſeleſs, 
if they did not punctually keep their own Words. All 
Contracts are in Juſtice relative, the two Contractants 
ought reciprocally to execute the Articles. agreed on, 
the Engagement is otherwiſe void, Much more ought 
| | a Prince, 
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a Prince, whoſe Preſence ſupplies all other Solemnities, 
whoſe Word is Law, and whoſe Letters-Patents give 
full Aſſurance. How much ſtronger does an Oath bind 
him ? He cannot infringe it, without particularly offend- 
ing the Author of his Being, who is Truth itſelf, and 
whom Kings ought to imitate, fince they repreſent him 
here below. - Doubtleſs, ſaid Felicia, God has made 
Agreements with Men, which he has exactly obſerv'd; 
"nay, he has often teſtify d how much he was offended, 
_ at their not obſerving their Promiſes. The Children of 
Saul put to death the Gibeonizes, contrary to the Faith 
that John had given them: God revenged this, in 
afflicting 1/-ae/ with a Famine for the Space of three 
Years; and tho', according to Human Laws, the Pro- 
miſe of 7o/>za ought not to have been binding, being 
extorted by an Artifice; yet having been given under 
the Seal of God, it was become ſacred, authentic, and 
mviolable. Theſe are great Examples, ſaid Camilla, 
and noble Leſſons for ſuch as falſify their Promiſes. 

Ir Men, in every thing, obſerv'd that Golden Rule, 
to do as they would be done unto, added Florinda, 
they would not need Examples, nor Laws; in their own 
Boſoms would they find what they ought to do, with- 
out having recourſe to Laws eſtabliſhed by others: But 

- fince it is not ſo, and there is a Neceſſity for Laws, 1 
think they who violate them cannot be too ſeverely 
puniſh'd. You are a Roman, in that Point, reply'd 
Urania; that famous Nation never failing to puniſh, 
with the utmoit Rigour, the Violation of their Laws. 

A Pzisce is obliged, ſaid Felicia, to chaſtize the 

Wicked, when they are found out; if he forgives, or 
winks at them, he is guilty, towards God and Man, of 
the Crimes they ſhall afterwards commit : For this Rea- 
ſon, were the Axes and Rods carry'd before the Roman 
Emperors and Conſuls, that they might, by them, be 

t in mind of tReir Duty, and keep the World in awe. 

uring the Cenforſhip of Cato, ſaid Florinds, the Ar- 
tificers.were always employ'd, without daring to qui: | 
their Shops, till the Hours for Work were over, for 
fear of meeting that rigid Cenſor, who, o_ — | 
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Night, obſerv' d both the Little and the Great ones: and 
when he found them in a Fault, he treated the Patri- 
cians in the ſame Manner as the Meaneſt of the Peo- 
ple: A remarkable Example for thoſe in Authority ! 
Sencca ſays, added Urania, that he who can prevent a 
Miſchief, and does not, is as much guilty of it, as he 
that commits it. But yet, ſaid Camilla, too much Seve- 
rity in a Prince is a Fault. Too great Indulgence, cry'd 
Florinda, is a much greater. Was not the Roman Em- 
pire running to Ruin, by the Diſorders that the Good- 
neſs, or rather the Indolence, of the Emperor Pertinax 
ſuffer'd to be introduc'd? And what would have been 
the Conſequence of it, had the ſevere Alexander, who 
ſucceeded him, remedied them, by reſtoring the Laws 
to their full Vigour, and putting them in Force? Cicero 
maintains, added Urania, that nothing is ſo offenſive 
to the Good, as to ſee the Wicked ſupported ; and that 
nothing ſo much encourages the committing of Crimes, 
as Impunity. What happened at Nome, ſaid Felicia, 
under the Pontificate of Innocent XI. may prove what 
we have been ſaying; his Predeceſſors had, for a long 
time, neglected to clear the Province of Romania, of an 
infinite Number of thoſe ſort of Robbers, whom the 
Talians call Sgherri, whoſe Profeſſion it is, to lend their 
Handsto all ſorts of Crimes, and particularlyto Murders. 
The Italians are naturally inclin'd to Vengeance, but, 
to ſatisfy it, ſeldom care for running any Danger; and 
therefore make uſe of a third Hand: You may eaſily 
imagine thoſe Miniſters of Iniquity are moſt abandon'd 
Villains, ſince they lend their Hands to any one, without 
Diſtinction. The Nobility, aiming at being formidable, 
keep in pay great Numbers of theſe Sgherri, which 
makes the Governors of Princes, who are but for a 
certain time, tolerate theſe Broods of Murderers, for 
fear of irritating the Nobles who ſupport them. Roma- 
nia ſuffered prodigiouſly through theſe Wretches, when 
Innocent XI. being ſenſible of it, thought himſelf ob- 
lig'd, in Duty, to apply a Remedy to theſe Diſorders, 
and pitch'd' upon Cardinal Cibs for that Legateſhip : 
He ſent for him, and told him, that knowing -him "44 


? 
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be a Prince by Birth, and of Conſequence incapable of 
Fear, or ſordid Intereſt, which oftentimes ties the Hands 
of thoſe in Authority, and blunts the Sword of Juſtice, 
he begg'd him to accept of that Government, and to 
free the Holy Chair from the Scandal that from thence 
reflected on it; aſſuring him, that he would endow him 
with a Power ſo unlimited, in the Execution of the 
ſevereſt Juſtice, that no Intereſt or Recommendation 


* 
* 


mould ſuſpend, or interfere with his Judgments. The 


Cardinal, who was of a mild and —＋ Diſpoſition, 
would rather have excuſed himſelf from accepting of 
this Commiſſion: But ſeeing that the Pope gave it, at- 


tended with Conditions that had never been granted to 


any of his Predeceſſors, he accepted of it, and repair'd 
to Ravenna, the Capital of the Province. The Magiſ- 
trates, and Nobility, coming to congratulate him on 
his Arrival, the Cardinal told them, in a weak and 
feeble Tone, that he was ſorry he was pitch'd upon to 
fill a Place, the Authority of which might have been 
much better exercis'd by ſome other; that he was weak, 
both in Body and Mind, that he lov'd Peace and Quiet- 
neſs, that he ſhould refer every thing to their Manage- 
ment, only begg'd them to have God before their Eyes, 
in the Execution of Juſtice., The Inhabitants of Ra- 
venna were Tharm'd, at having a Legate ſo humble and 
gentle; the Banaitti in particular, rejoic'd at the Im- 
punity they promis'd themſelves, under ſo mild a Go- 
vernment. But the artful Legate, had no ſooner diſ- 
mis'd the Magiſtrates and Nobility, than ſending for 
the Harigello or Captain of the Archers, he told him, 
with a reſolute and bold Voice, that the firſt Perſon 
guilty of Murder, or any other Crimes, that he ſuffer'd 
to eſccape, he ſhould anſwer it with his Life; and that 
he would infallibly hang him, if he was guilty of Ne- 
glect, or Colluſion, with any one whatever. The Bari- 
gello repreſented to him, that if it happen'd, as was 
the Cuſtom, that the Perſons accus'd ſhould be pardon'd, 


by the Interceſſion of the Nobility, he ſhould certainly, 


by ſome or other of them, be aſſaſſinated; the Cardi- 


nal aſſur d him that he would take ſuch care, * no 
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Hurt ſhould happen to him, for doing his Duty: A 

ſo diſmiſs'd him without giving him leave to anſwer. 
Three Days afterwards a Man was aſſaſſinated; the Ba- 
rigello did as he ought, the Murderer not ſo much as 
abſconding, in certain Confidence of Impunity. The 
Cardinal was immediately ſurtounded by the Nobility, 
who begg'd his Pardon for a Man, who, they all aſſur d 
him, had not given the Blow, till he was forc'd to it 
by the intolerable Outrages he received from his Ad- 
verſary. He heard coolly, and with Patience, all that 
could be ſaid in behalf of the Murderer, and anſwered 
them mildly, that he was as ſorry as they were for the 
Accident; but that the Pope having commanded him 
to execute Juſtice, he could not prevent the Law taking 
its courſe; ſo ſent the Offender to the Gibbet. 

Tu Interceſſors took Patience this firſt time, flat- 
tering themſelves, that their new Legate had done this 
by way of Example, on his firſt entring into his Office, 
and that another time he would be more tractable. 
Soon after, a ſecond Murder was committed, the guilty 
Perſons taken up and thrown into Irons: The Interceſ- 
ſors renew'd the Attack, but could, by all their Pray- 
ers, only obtain a Delay for a few Days, during which 
they had recourſe to the Pope, to beg the Pardon of an 
only Son, who was, they ſaid, the Support of an afflicted 
Mother, who begg'd her Son's Life ; work'd up by the 
Fire of his Youth, into a Paſſion, which had unfortu- 
nately, and contrary to his Intentions, caus'd the Death 
of a Villain, who had deſerv'd the greateſt Puniſhments, 
and had, unprovoked, attack'd him firſt. The Pope 
heard all, but told them, Juſtice was neceſſary, to pre- 
ſerve Order and Tranquility, and forbad any body to 
ſpeak to him any more on the Behalf of the Criminal, 
or of any other, in the Legateſhip of Ravenna. Theſe 
two Executions ſo exaſperated thoſe of Ravenna, that 
reſolving-to try their Strength with the Legate, they 
every Day committed new Diſorders : But Cardinal 
Cho, without being diſcompos'd, executed, with Ri- 
gour, the Offenders. Almoſt all the Nobility were in- 
yolv'd in the Crimes of theſe Wretches; the Executioner 

was 
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was ſo much employ'd, that ſcarce a Day paſs'd, but 
three or four were ſeen hanging at a time, to the great 
Aſtoniſhment of the People, who had never ſeen ſo much 
Severity: Here it was ſo uſefully employ'd, that not 
- one of thoſe wicked Race of Men could be ſeen, = 
Night or Day, in the City. But the Cardinal's Zeal 
did not ſtop here; for being inform'd, that great Num- 
bers of them retir d, every Night, to a certain Inn in the 
open Country, not daring to appear in Ravenna, he gave 


ſecret Orders, that he might be ſupported in his _ | 


and repair'd to the Place, diſguis'd like a Country 
rate: He enter'd it at Midnight, begging a Lodging be- 
cauſe it was too late to paſs further: He was ſoon en- 


compaſs d by an infinite Number of thoſe Aſſaſſins, who 


not knowing him, took him for what he ſeem'd to be; 
they ublig'd him to wait on them, and the courageous 
Prelate was turning the Spit, the Inflant the Houſe 
was inveſted, by his Orders, by the Archers and City 
Militia: Then the Cardinal, clapping on his red Hat, 
and ſpeaking with an Air of Authority, commanded 
them all to be tied and bound together, with the Maſter 
of the Houſe, and his Servants, and as ſoon as it was 
Day he had them all hang'd, and the Houſe raſed. 
This neceſſary Severity has made the Name of Cardinal 
Cibo ſo terrible in Romania, that to this Day they trem- 
ble, if his Name be but ſo much as mentioned; and 
the Nobility are fo reduced, by Confiſcations, that moſt 
of them are now in the utmoſt Miſery. 1 
Tunis, ſaid Urania, is not diſſembling with the 
Wicked: God often permits them that ſpare them to be 
puniſhed in their ſtead : Does he not tell Achab, that for 
ſuffering a Man to eſcape, who had deſerv'd Death, he 
and his People ſhould anſwer for it? Pauſanias, added 
Florinda, kill'd Philip, Alexander's Father, becauſe 
he would not do him Juſtice, tho* he had often de- 
manded it; on the contrary, that Prince turn'd him 
into ridicule before all his Court, and rais'd his Enemy 
to the greateſt Honours. The Romans, ſaid Camilla, 
are immortal Examples of ſevere Juſtice: Horatius 
Tergeminus had like to have paid with his Life, 92 
, | tne 
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the Anger and Indignation of the Senate, tho' he was 
crown'd with Glory, by a famous Victory which he 
had juſt gain'd, the glorious Marks of which he ſtill 
wore. Another Inſtance of their Juſtice, ſaid Urania, 
comes into my Mind, in the puniſhing the Sons of Bru- 
tus; ſo much the more remarkable, becauſe the exe- 
cuting it fell on their own Father, and the Sentence was 
pronounced out of his Mouth, who, on any other Oc- 
caſion, would have trembled with Horror at the Sight 
of the Execution of it. They never puniſhed any body 
ſo ſeverely as Meticus, for Breach of Faith. Julius 
Cz/ar, ſaid Florinda, was no great Puniſher of Crimes; 
but for a ſeditious Soldier, or a Deſerter, he had no 
Mercy, and ſpar'd neither Nobles nor Plebeians. All 
this ſhews, added CJrania, that a Prince ought not to 
fear being tax'd with Cruelty, in executing Juſtice, and 
putting rigorouſly in Force the Laws of the State ; 'tis 
a Father chaſtizing his Children. A Surgeon, who, to 
fave his Friend and Patient's Life, puts hum to incredi- 
ble Pain, cannot paſs for Cruel: So that, provided a 
Prince does nothing contrary to the public Good, he 
ought always to be praiſed for puniſhing the Wicked, 
and for cutting off from the Body of his People the 
putrefy'd Members, to preſerve thoſe that are whole 
and ſound. But, continu'd ſhe, the Sun will now give 
us leave to walk, and ſince we have paid our Tribute 
to the Library, let us now on the Banks of the River 
ſeek to diverſify our Reflections. Accordingly they 
repaired to the Terraſs, where having walked ſome 
time, they at length ſeated themfelves on the graſſy 
Banks with which it was adorned. Indeed, ſaid Ca- 
milla, I cannot enough admire Urania; ſhe loves us, 
and with Goodneſs lets us into her Secrets ; ſhe knows 
too, how much we are concerned at what touches her, 
yet we may ſee ſhe is afraid of letting us partake in the 
Uneaſineſs which doubtleſs ſhe's in for the Succeſs of 
Thelamont's Voyage. 
_ I own, reply'd Urania, I ſhould reproach myſelf 
if I entertained you with my Thoughts, when they can- 
not poſſibly be agreeable or diverting to you: But ſince 
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you deſire it, I won't deny but that I very much ap- 
prehend all the Cares of The/amont will be in vain. We 


are not in an Age that thinks itſelf obliged to regard 


Generoſity, and I with Juſtice believe, his Kiniman 
will not admit of any Accommodation with Geront, 
becauſe the Qgeſtion is about a very conſiderable Eſtate. 
For me, ſaid Florinda, I conjecture better for you in 
this Affair, not imagining that a Relation of Thelamont 
can poſſibly refuſe him any ching; fince Perſons to whom 


he is no ways related, cannot hinder themſelves from 


granting him every thing he defires. What you ſay is 
very obliging to him, ſaid Urania; I can eaſily agree 
with you that 7 he/amont poſſeſſes every thing neceſſary 
to Perſuaſion; but ſhould he ſucceed with his Relation, 
what can he e from Geront ? The livelieſt Grati- 


tude, faid Felicia; and were he a hundred times more 


odd-tempered than he is, I am convinced he would be 
ſenſible of a Service of ſuch Importance. Queſtion it 
not, ſaid Camilla; Geront is in nothing blameable, ex- 
cept his Love for you, but that Paſſion does not blind 
his Eyes towards his Friends : What other Fault has 
he, but his deſigning to force you to marry him, or not 
to marry at all during his Life? In every thing elſe he 
is an honeſt Man, and his Gratitude will carry him 


further Lengths than perhaps you expect. You flatter 


me, faid Urania, with pleafing Hopes; and as I very 
much wiſh it, and as it is you that inſinuate it into my 
Heart, I give way to it ſo much the eaſier. As for me, 
ſaid Camilla, I believe the Proverb, A good turn is 
never loft ; If he to whom we do it is ungrateful, 
Heaven rewards us ; ſooner or later we meet with our 
Recompence. FS 

I Ty1xx, to divert your Ideas and amuſe you, I muſt 


tell you a Story to this purpoſe, which will ad us to 


the Moral this Proverb contains. I tell it you only as 
a Fable, but I think theſe ſort of Amuſements are not 
entirely unworthy of great Minds, eſpecially when by 
that we gain Lights that lead us to Truth. What you 
ſay is very juſt, reply'd Urania: A Fable often includes 
a ſevere Moral; and it has the greater Effect on us, ar 

cauſe 
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cauſe it is introduced to us under the Diſguiſe of Plea- 
ſure. I'm of your Opinion, faid Felicia: Phedrus, 
Hygin, and the famous Z/op, ſufficiently warrant what 
you ſay. When from a Tale or Fable, added Camilla, 

good Reflections may be taken, it becomes as uſeful as 

Hiſtory, I may venture then to tell you what I men- 
tioned, without fear of fatiguing you; for tho' it is a 
Romance and a Fable, it leads us to that Solidity you 
mention; and tho' it were only to divert you for an 
Hour, and to put me upon a footing with Florinda, 
who has ſo much recommended to us the Princeſs of 
Ponthieu, I ſhould think my Time very well employ'd. 
I ſee, ſaid Urania ſmiling, that the Inclination you 
have of telling a Story, has ſome little Effect upon 
you ; but no matter, we will with Pleaſure embrace 
all Opportunities of liſtening to you. Upon this, Ca- 
milla began thus : 
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The Hiſtory of Jonx of Calais. 


HAT I am going to tell you, is taken out of 
a Book called The fabulous Hiftory of the Houſe 
of the Kings of Portugal. I ſhall make no Akeration 
in it, nor pretend to embelliſh it. On the North of 
| France, bordering on the Sea, is a City called Calars. 
One of the chiefeſt Men, and greateſt Merchants of this 
City, had an only Son, on whom he had beſtowed all 

the Education neceſſary for forming his Mind and Body: 

« Nature had endow'd him with the Charms of the one, 
and the Graces of the other; inſomuch that he ſoon 

outwent his Maſter's Hopes. He applied himſelf in 

particular to the Art of Navigation; and when he had 

join'd the Pra#ic Part to Theory, he was the moſt va- 

liant and excellent Sailor of his Time : His youthful 

sf ro letting him languiſh in flothfal Eaſe, he 

perſuaded his Father to equip him a Veſſel of Strength 

| | L 2 ſufficient 
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_ ſufficient to clear the Coaſt of an inſinite Number of 
Pirates, drawn thither by the great Trade of the In- 
habitants of Calais, and who committed a thouſand 
Outrages on thoſe Seas. His Father praiſed his Cou- 
«rage, and furniſhed him with every thing in Abundance, 
that could be neceſſary for ſo noble a Deſign. All 
Things being ready, he ſet fail ; and his Valour, ſup- 
ported by his Prudence, ſucceeded fo well, that having 
overcome thoſe Sea-Robbers in ſeveral Engagements, 
he ſo entirely deſtroy'd them, that there was not one to 
be ſeen. This News filled the Inhabitants of the City 
of Calais with ſo much Gratitude, that they prepared 
for him triumphal Arches, adding to his Name that of 
their City, as owing to him its Tranquility, and the 
Security of its Commerce: This it is that has made 
the Hiſtorian diſtinguiſh him by no other Name but that 
of John of Calais. This young Hero was ready by his 
Return to have enjoyed the Honours that waited for 
him, when his Ship was attacked by a violent Storm, 
that carried him into Seas out of his Knowledge. The 
Tempeſt being over, and Jobn of Calais having made 
uſe of all that Art or Experience had taught him to find 
Land, he at length diſcover'd an Iſland ; he made to- 
. wards it, and having put out his Boat, he and ſeven of 
his Men landed by the Side of a Wood, into which he 
and his Soldiers entered. He was very much ſurprized 
to find it cut into large and beautiful Walks; ſuch, a 
thing ſeeming very extraordinary to him, in a Coun 
that he” thought uninhabitted or barbarous, But his 
Aſtoniſhment very much augmented,” when, on going 
further, he heard ſomebody talking in Flemiſb; a Lan- 
age to which he was much accuſtom'd. He directed 
is Steps to the Place where he heard the Voice, and 
faw three Men richly dreſs'd, who came up to him in 
a polite Manner. Jobn of Calais begged them to tell 
him in what 2 Be was, and whether he and his 
Com might find Safety. Whoever you are, reply'd 
one — 4 to be the Chief —— han — 
ſurpriz d that you ſhould not know you are in Otima- 
na, A flouriſhing State, where reigns the juſteſt King 
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in the World, whoſe Wiſdom has conſtituted the Laws 
to which he himſelf ſubmits, and in the religious Ob- 
ſervation of which the Happineſs of this Empire con- 
fiſts ; Regret not that you are arrived, you will be in 
Safety. Get upon that Height, added he, which hides, 
from you the great and ſtately City of Palmania, Ca- 
pital to theſe rich Dominions, you'll ſee a noble River, 
which forms the fineſt Port in the Univerſe, where Ships 
of all Nations are now riding in Security. John of 
Calais thank'd him ; and charm'd with his good For- 
tune, he advanced to the Top of the Hill, from whence 
he diſcovered a moſt delicious Country, and deſcend- 
ing, enter'd into that Capital; but being come to a 
large ſquare, he ſaw the Body of a Man tearing in 
Pieces by Dogs. This Object ſtruck him with Horror, 
and he repented that he had engaged himſelf ſo far. 
Nevertheleſs he aſked, why in ſo great a City, the Laws 
of which had been repreſented to him as moſt wiſe, 
there was no one to be found that had Charity enough - 
to beſtow Burial on that unfortunate Corps. He was 
anſwer d, that it underwent the Law, which ordered 
that the Bodies of all who died without paying their 
Debts, ſhould be thrown out to the Dogs, and their 
Souls remain wandering, without being ſuffer'd to enjoy 
the Repoſe reſerv d for the Juſt. That this Puniſhment 
was inflicted thus publicly, becauſe oftentimes there were 
found People generous enough to pay thoſe Wretches 
Debts, and bury their Bodies. 'This was enough to ex- 
cite the Compaſſion of the noble Soul of 'Zobn of Calais; 
he immediately cauſed to be publiſh'd by Sound of 
Trumpet throughout the City, that if the Creditors of 
that Man would come to him and make out their Debts, 
he would pay them. The next Day having cauſed his 
Ship to enter the Port, he took Money ſufficient to per- 
form his Promiſe, and having paid them all exaQly, he 
buried the Dehtor's Corps in an honourable Manner. 
Ar rx having received the Praiſes ſuch an Action 
merited from the ſupreme Magiſtrate and People, he 
ſet himſelf about taking the Longitude and Latitude of 
this delightful Region, * he might make it known 
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to his Country, and open a Way to a Commerce that 
might be uſeful to both Nations. One Evening that he 
was retiring pretty early to his Ship, he ſaw another 
Veſſel come and caſt Anchor cloſe to his, on the Deck 


of which he ſaw two Ladies drown'd in Tears; they 


were magnificently dreſs'd, and their Air made John of 
Calais judge them to be of diſtinguiſh'd Birth. Upon 
Enquiry he found the Ship belonged to a Corſair, juſt 
arrived, and that thoſe two Perſons were Slaves, whom 
he would ſell the next Day. The tender Heart of Jon 
of Calais was touch'd with their Misfortune, he imme- 


_ diately reſolved to free them from their Diſtreſs. Ac- 


cordingly he ſent to the Pirate, and without haggling 
gave him what he aſked for them, and brought them 
on board his own Veſicl. But how was he ſurprized, 
when, they having thrown aſide their Veils, he ſaw 


two young Beauties capable of moving the moſt ſavage 
Soul! Their Tears added to their Charms, and ſeem'd 


to ſerve them for Arms to conquer the Hearts of their 
Beholders ; one of them made the moſt lively Impreſ- 


fon on that of 7:5» of Calais, Aſter having given, 


ſome time to the Admiration which his dawning Love 


had raifed in him, be comforted them, told them they 
were free, that he had the greateſt Reſpect imaginable 
- for them, and had taken them out of the Hands of the 


Pirate, only to reſtore them to. their Parents without 
any Ranſom. Theſe generous Words encouraged the 
beautiful Captives. I he noble Air of Jobn of Calais, 
and the Gracefulneſs that accompanied all his Actions, 
touched their Hearts, and in the moſt obliging Terms 


they expreſs'd their Gratitude. Soon after he ſet fail, 
and arrived happily on the Coaſt of Alion, where he 


was forced, by Streſs of Weather, to put in: During 
the Voyage he was conſtantly with his Slaves, and be- 


- ing young, inſinuating, and formed to pleaſe, he ſoon 


found the Way to the Heart of her that had charmed 


- him. Love had wounded them ſo deeply with the ſame 
- Arrow, that they could no long time conceal it; they 


loved, confeſſed it to each other, and only — 
the Vivacity of their Sentiments, they vow'd * 
on. 
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Paſſion, When John of Calais was aſſured of his Hap- 
pineſs, he begg'd that young Beauty to tell him who 
ſhe was, and by what Accident ſhe and her Companion 
had been taken by the Pirate : Think not, added he, 
that my Curioſity has any diſobliging Motive; whoſo- 
ever you are, there is nothing but what I think beneath 
you ; and to convince you cf what I fay, I this Mo- 
ment, without knowing any thing more, promiſe j ou, 
if you'll accept of me, to be your Huſband. I receive 
with Pleaſure, replied the beautiful Slave, the Faith 
you offer me; I give you mine, and ſhall place my 
whole Happineſs in being united to you for ever; but 
for my Birth, give me leave to conceal it, becauſe it 
is neceſſary for my Repoſe. Let it ſuffice that Heaven 
has not made me unworthy of you; my Name is Con- 
flance, and my Companion's 7/abe/la. I am no ways 
offended at your Curioſity, neither be you at my Si- 
lence ; our-Love requires it of me. I ought to conceal 
myſelf, that I may be yours, and I will endeavour to 
forget every thing that may hinder me from following 
an Inclination ſtronger than my Reaſon. 

7OHN of Calais was too much in love to preſs the 
charming Conftance any further, after ſuch a Confeſ- 
ſion; he promiſed he would never More mention it; 
and without farther Conſultation they were immedi- 
ately married. 

1$S ABELLA, who had been Witneſs of their Love 
and Union, took the Opportunity, whilſt Jab of Ca- 
lais was buſted in giving Directions about the Ship, to 
teſtify to Con/lance the Surprize ſhe was in at what ſhe 
had done: What! Madam, ſaid ſhe, can Love have 
ſo far blinded you, as to make you forget who you 
are? Do you expect always to be conceal'd ; and will 
not the Bands you have juſt tied be difſoly'd, the Mo- 
ment tis diſcoyer'd where you are? I ſpeak not on my. 
own Account; in whatever Obſcurity you cauſe me to 
live, attach'd to you, I ſhall be pleas d; your Glory, 
alone, touches me, and I cannot, without Grief, ſee you 
abandon the moſt ſplendid Expectations to follow your 
Paſſion. I am not angry, ** Jabella, reply'd Con- 
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Fance, at your Diſcourſe, I have a thouſand times ſaid 

the ſame Thing to myſelf ; but Love governs: The 
glonous Fate you mention is dreadful to me, fince 1 
cannot ſhare it with the Man I love; and I think the 
. Obſcurity you complain of preferable to the moſt ex- 
alted State, fince it enables me to follow my Inclina- 
tions. My Marriage cannot be broken whilſt I conceal 
myſelf, and I will always do fo, till I find it cannot be 
made null, without a far greater Reflection on my Ho- 
nour, than my marrying the moſt amiable Man living ; 
and ſince you love me well enough not to quit me, 
carry your Tenderneſs ſo far as to cheriſh my Eaſe, 
and never to diſcover the Secret on which it depends. 
Thus ſhe enjoin'd Silence on her Companion ; who ſee- 
ing no Remedy for what ſhe term'd a Misfortune, ſhe 
reloly'd to obey. 

Hayryy Jobn of Calais, charm'd with the Poſſeſſion 
of Conſtance, thank'd Heaven for the Bleſſing ; and 
loaded with the Favours of Love and Fortune, he re- 
embark'd, and the Winds, favourable to his Wiſhes, 
carried him ſafe into the Port of Calais. The News of 
his Return was ſoon ſpread ; his Father, and all the In- 
habitants of the City, met and received him, paying him 
all the Honours his heroic Actions merited. But how 
was that young Hero afflicted, to find that his Father did 
not approve of his Marriage with Coyftance ! The ſin- 
tere Account he gave him how he found her, irritated his 
Anger; and however — a Deſcription he gave him 
of her Virtues, and his Paſſion, that ſevere Father could 
not forgive him for entring into an Engagement appa- 
rently {o much beneath him : He did his utmoſt to make 
him quit her; but he declared he would ſooner die; that 
he had given his Faith to the Perſon in the World he 
thought the moſt deſerving, and that he would keep it 
to his Grave. The old Man, more and more provoked 
at this Reſiſtance, baniſhed him his Houſe, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Sollicitations of the chief Men of the 
City, who interceded in his Behalf, and ordered him 
never to appear before him again. Joh of Calais, ſen- 
ſibly affected at the Wrong his Father did his dear Cu- 
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flance, retired to a Houſe near the Port with her and 
her faithful Companion. The Quarrel between the Fa- 
ther and Son could not be conceal'd from her; her Pride 
was alarm'd ; and notwithſtanding all her Love, ſhe was 
ſenſible of the Contempt her Huſband's Father ſhew'd 
her. Yet it did not alter her, till tender and faithful, 
ſhe endeavour'd to comfort Jobs of Calais; ſcarce had 
ſhe been married a Year, when ſhe was brought to bed 
of a Son, who engaged all the Attention of that dear 
Huſband for ſeveral Years, that were ſpent without his 
being able to ſoften his Father. But at length, preſſed. 
by their common Friends, he conſented to equip John 
of Calais with a ſecond Ship, to eſtabliſh a Commerce 
with the Nations he had diſcover'd, hoping that Ab- 
ſence would make him forget Conſtance and her Son. 
The Veſſel was ſoon ready, and tho' it flatter d John of 
Calais with the Hopes of acquiring new Fame, he could 
not ſee the Day of his Departure draw near without the 
utmoſt Affliction, for being obliged to part from a Wife 
and Child he lov'd tenderly. Conftance, on her Side, 
was not more eaſy ; the Dangers John of Calais was 
going to expoſe himſelf to, and the Fear of being forgot 
by him, equally afflicted her; ſhe ſhed Tears on the 
Boſom of her dear 1/abe//a, who ſhar'd her Grief with 
a Zeal worthy of them both. But at length, Love in- 
ſpired Con/tance with the Means of retaining her Huſ- 
band's Affections, and of obliging her Father to bluſh 
at his cruel Uſage of her. She hid her Deſign from 
the faithful Jabella, apprehending that ſhe would not 
approve of it; but finding that the Time for Jobs of 
Calais's Departure was arriv'd, ſhe threw herſelf at 
his Feet, and begg'd him not to refuſe her two Favours 
ſhe had to aſk of him. Her fond Huſband raiſed her 
up, and embracing her with all the livelieſt Marks of 
an extreme Paſſion, aſſured her that there was nothing 
he would not grant her. I beg you then, replied ſhe, 
to let there be drawn a Picture of me, my Son, and 
Jſabella, and let it be hung in your Cabin; this done, 
and the Day for your ſetting Sail come, I will tell you 
the ſecond Favour I demand 7 your 'Tenderneſs. 3 
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of Calais finding nothing in this Requeſt but what 
flatter d his athon by giving him an Opportunity to 
have always before his Eyes what was deareſt to him, 
conſented to it with Pleaſure; he employ'd the ableſt 
Painters he could meet with, who worked with ſo much 
Expedition, that they did not delay John of Calais's 
Voyage, who ſeeing the Wind favourable, was willing 
to make uſe of it. Then the generous Conflance, ac- 
companying him to his very Ship, This is the Day, 
ſaid the, her Eyes bath'd in Tears, whereon you are to 
grant me my ſecond Requeſt ; refuſe it not therefore, 
ſince you have promiſed me: Steer your Courſe to Li/- 
bon ; and anchor as near as poſſible to the Caſtle ; you 
will there ſee how I love you, and what Sacrifices my 
Paſſion has made to you. Tho' John of Calais could 
not comprehend the Meaning of her Diſcourſe, yet he 
promiſed to obey her punctually: They embraced each 
other, and with the greateſt Difficulty parted. He at 
length ſet fail, his Soul filled with Love, Hope, and 
Grief. He kept his Word with Conftance, and his Voy- 
age being happy, he caſt anchor directly under the 
Caftle of Liſbon. The Arrival and Beauty of his Veſ- 
ſel attracted almoſt all the City on board of him. 
Even the King of Portugal's Curioſity was raiſed, and 
being willing to gratify it, he deſcended from his 
Caſtle, attended by a numerous Court. 

FO HN of Calais receiv'd him with all the Honours 
due to his Royal Majeſty. That Prince was charm'd 
with his good Mien, his Wit, and the Air of Grandeur 
which appeared in all his Actions. He carefully ex- 
amined the Conſtruction of his Ship, but when he had 
caſt his Eyes on the Picture that adorned the Cabin, he 
could not help ſhewing his Aſtoniſhment by a Cry that 
drew the Eyes of all the Court on the ſame Object: 
They all ſeem'd as much concerned as the King; but 
he keeping Silence, they did not dare to do otherwiſe, 
but kept their Thoughts concealed. 700 of Calais ſur- 
prized at the Alteration he ſaw in the King's Coun- 
tenance, with the greateſt Reſpect, aſk'd him the Oc- 
caſion of it, and begg'd ns aaa. aero | 
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had been ſo unfortunate as to diſpleaſe him. No, reply/d 
the King, endeavouring to recover himſelf, I'm charm'd 
at your coming hither; you ſhall be receiv'd as you de- 
ſerve, but I forbid your Departure without my Leave. 
At theſe Words he retired, and his Court followed him 
without venturing to open their Mouths at what they 
had ſeen ; the King retired to his Cloſet, his Soul Ruc- 
tuating with ſo many different Emotions, that he could 
ſcarce himſelf diſ-intricate them: He faw plainly, that 
they who were with him had the ſame Ideas ; he there- 
fore reſolv'd to inform himſelf of the Truth as ſoon as 
poſſible, that his Courtiers might not divulge what he 
was willing no body ſhoald know but himſelf. He there- 
fore ſent for Joba of Calais. This young Warriour was 
not eaſier than the King, he could not imagine what had 
occaſion'd the Concern he ſhew'd at the Sight of the 
Picture. The laſt Words of that dear Wife came into 
his Mind, and comparing them with the King's Beha- 
viour, he was endeavouring to penetrate into the Myſ- 
tery, when he receiv'd the King's Commands: He 
obey'd, leaving to Heaven the clearing up of an Af- 

fair, which at preſent ſeem'd ſo myſterious. | 
Tus King took him with him into his Cloſet ; and 
after having commanded his Attendants to withdraw, 
look ing graciouſly on him; I am perſuaded, faid he, that 
what paſt juſt now, has given you ſome Uneaſineſs; it 
has me, I confeſs : But it is in your Power to free me 
from it without Difficulty.— I find in myſelf an Inclina- 
tion to favour you, and will ſpare nothing to convince 
you of it, if you deal with me with that Sincerity Ideſire. 
Ax Ambition for Glory, reply'd John of Calais, 
bowing with profound Reſpect, never entred into a Mind 
leſs capable of Diffimulation ; — Honour and Probity 
have ever been the Guide of all my Words and Actions 
I would not fail in them to my worſt Enemies. 
Judge then, great Prince, if I can be baſe to a Monarch, 
whoſe Virtues are my Admiration. Well then, laid 
the King, you may with Eaſe reſolve me who theſe two 
Women and Child are, whom I faw painted in your 
Cabin, One of them, Sir, ks Jobn of Calais, is 
. my 
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my Wife, the Child is hers and mine; — the other is a 
Friend of hers, who, with her, I redeemed from Sla- 


very. — The King of Portugal fetched a deep Sigh at 
theſe Words, and ſhedding ſome Tears, which he could 


not reſtrain, Which of them, cry'd he, is your Wife? 


The moſt beautiful, reply'd John of Calais. What is 
her Name? reſum'd the impatient Monarch. Conflance, 
anſwer' d he, and that of her Companion is 1/abella. 
Ah! cry'd the King, it is no longer to be doubted ! But, 


added he, be ſtill ſincere, and tell me at what Time, 


and by what Means, they came into your Hands, and 
what occaſion'd your marrying with Conflance ? John 
of Calais, without any Heſitation, told the King of 
Portugal all that had ever happen'd to him, during his 
whole Life ; and tho' he ſpoke with great Modeſty, 


be ſaid enough to let him ſee of how much Uſe to his 


Country hjs Valour had been: He then told of his being 
driven on the Coaſts of Otimaria, his Adventure about 
the dead Body, and the Manner in which he had found 
Conflance and {/abel/a. I adored Cinftance, ſaid he, 
from the firſt Moment I ſaw her, but when I had a 
little convers'd with her, I admired her Courage and 
Virtue in ſupporting her Misfortunes, and I thought 
it my greateſt — 2 to be united to her for ever: 
T was happy enough to pleaſe her, ſhe accepted my 
„Faith, but has with Care concealed from me who ſhie is; 
tis true indeed, I never preſs d her much on that Point. 
My Heart pleaſed with her Virtue, diſdained to inform 
itſelf of what leaſt pleaſes generous Minds ; Mine, pre- 
ferring the dave that merited Crowns, to Queens whoſe 
Sentiments correſpond not with the Grandeur of their 
Birth. I have a Son, in whom conſiſts mine, and his 
Mother's Happineſs; it is in Obedience to her I am 
come hither ; I am ignorant of her Deſign in it, as I 


am of yours in the Recital you have exacted from me. 


But this I know, that nothing ſhall ever alter my Paſſion 
for my dear Conſtance, or ſeparate me from her. | 
Txrs, moſt worthy Prince, is the exact Truth of 
what you have defired to know ; and I ſhall think my- 
ſelf moſt fortunate, if by it I —— 
ors 
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for, among the Nations where Chance or Defign may 
carry me. Yes, reply'd the King, your Virtue has 
found the Way to my Heart; and in return for your 
Sinceri:y, know, that the Wife ſo dear to you is the 
Princeſs my Danghter, only Heireſs of this Kingdom ; 
and that her Companion, Jabella, is the Daughter to 
the Duke of Caſca. O Heaven! cry'd John of Calais, 
what Glory is it for me to have preſerved this Treaſure 
for you! but alas, in what Afflictions will not this 
Adventure overwhelm me ! No, no, reply'd the King, 
apprehend nothing, I am as generous as you are : 
Without knowing my Daughter for any thing but a 
Slave, you have not diſdained to marry her, and have 
not attack'd her Virtue by a criminal Paſſion, tho' ſhe 
was entirely in your Power; but have freed her from a 
Condition in which her Virtue might have been tri- 
umph'd over. You love her, and are dear to her: Her 
Care, in concealing her Birth from you, convinces me 
of it ; for without doubt ſhe apprehended, if ſhe were 
diſcovered, that I might hinder a Match which my Ig- 
norance of your Worth might make me think unequal. 
he begg'd you to come hither with her Picture, ſure 
of my knowing it, and that your Merit would touca my 
Soul as it had done hers. Beſides, having brought you 
a Son, her Glory requires now as much that ſhe ſhould 
be your Wife, as before it would have forbad ſuch an 
Alliance. I accept of you therefore as my Son- in- 
Law, and, continued that great Prince, I adopt your 
Son as my own. Jobn of Calais could not here for- 
bear interrupting him. — He threw himſelf at his Feet, 
and in the moſt touching Expreſſions acknowledyg'd the 
Senſe he had of his Goodneſs for him, and his Love for 
the Princeſs. The King raiſed him up with Tender- 
neſs: My Conſent is not enough, added that Prince, 
dear John of Calais, my Council muſt approve of it; 
but I ſhall let them know that it is my Will and Plea- 
ſure it ſhould be ſo: And the Joy my People will have 
in once more ſeeing that Princeſs, will make them agree 
to every thing. Then that Monarch told him, that 
about the Time mention'd in his Account, Conflance 
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and //abelfz had been carried away by Cor/airs, who, 
appriſed of their Cuſtom of walking by the Sea-ſhore 
with a ſlender Retinue, had hid themſelves behind a 
Rock, and ruſhing on them, forced them into their 
Boat, before the Guards, who waited at ſome Diſtance, 
could come to their Relief: — 'That he had for five 
Years done his utmoſt to diſcover where they were, but 
in vain; which had thrown him into a deep Melancholy, 
out of which, nothing but the Noiſe of his Arrival could 
have raiſed him: — I thank Heaven it did, fince by 
that I am reſtored to what 15 moſt dear to me. 

AFTEx this the Nobles were called in, who had at- 
tended him on board the Ship of John of Calais; and 
having aſ;'d them what they thought of the Picture 
they had ſeen, they all ory d, that it was that of their 
loſt Princeis Conſtance, and the Duke of C2/ca's Daugh- 
ter. The King told them the whole Matter, and as 
John of Calais had entertained them with the greateſt 
Magnificeace, they all agreed that he was worthy of 
poſſeſſing what he had preſerved. The King aſſembled 
his Council, and propoſed the thing to them, as what 
was very much at his Heart. They all conſented ; only 
Don John, firſt Prince of the Blood, oppoſed ſtrongly 
the Succeſſion of the Son of John of Calais: But tho' 
his Eloquence was animated by ſecret and powerful 
Reaſons, yet he was forced to yield to ſo great a Ma- 
jority. The King thinking he had ſpoken out of his 
Regard to the Glory and Intereſt of the Kingdom, was 
not at all angry with him; but as it was reſolved that 


a Fleet ſhould be equipp'd to go and fetch this Princeſs, 


he gave the Command of it to Don John, and order'd 
John of Calais to accompany him. This Honour did 
not atone for his Loſs ; — thig Prince had for a long 
time paſſionately loved the beautiful Conflence ; he was 
Nephew to the King, and conſequently Heir to the 
Crown after Conſance; but his Love having ſet Bounds 
to his Ambition, he had flatter'd himſelf with the 
Hopes of one Day marrying her. The Loſs of this 


; Princeſs had cool'd his amorous Deſires, and wak'd his 


Pretenſians to the Crown: But when he was r 
| K 
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that ſhe was alive, and in the Arms of another, who would 
rob him-at the ſame time of his Miſtreſs and Kingdom, 
Love and Ambition reſum'd their Forces, and join'd 
themſelves with the firmeſt Hatred and jealouſy that a 
happy Rival could poſſibly inſpire into the Soul of a Man. 
Full of theſe Sentiments did Don I embark with J 
of Calais,whoſe Virtue and Joy either prevented him from 
entertaining any Suſpicions, or made him reject them. 

Ax Advice Boat was inſtantly diſpatch'd to Conflance, 
to give her Notice of all that had happen 'd at Lion, 
and to prepare her for her Departure. That beautiful 
Princeſs had liv'd in the greateſt Retirement ever ſince 
the Abſence of her Huſband; her Son and //abel/a 
were her only Company; ſlie often talk'd with her of 
the Surprize ſhe imagin'd her Father would be in. 7/a- 
bella, who knew nothing of her Deſign till after Jahn of 
Calais was gone, trembling in her Mind leſt the King 
ſhould treat him ill, ſhe hinted her Apprehenſions to the 
Princeſs, but in a tender Manner, for fear of alarming 
her. The Princeſs penetrating into her Meaning, com- 
forted her: The King my Father, ſaid ſne, loves me 
fondly ; he will be tranſported to fee me again; the Vir- 
tue of John of Calais will touch him; in ſhort, I'm 
convinc'd I ſhall be compleatly happy. But, Madam, 
if you think ſo, reply'd J/abe//a, why did you not do 
this ſooner? what has hinder'd you from informing the 
King your Father all this while ? My Love, reply'd the 
Princeſs ; I ſtay'd till Heaven had heard my Prayers in 
making me a Mother, that the King my Father might 
find my Reputation concern'd in the cementing my 
Marriage; and had not my Huſband defign'd this Voy. 
age, I ſhould have engaged him to it, towards effect- 
ing what I had projected. But, Madam, added bella, 
ſuppoſe the King diſapproves of your Love, and will 
not acknowledge John of Calais as your Huſband ? I 
ſhall have the Satisfaction, reply'd the Princeſs, to 
have convinc'd the Man I love, of my Affection for 
him, in giving up the Throne I was born to; and of 
letting his Father ſee, that ſhe he looks on as a vile 
Slave, might have been a Queen, if ſhe had had leſs 

1 Eſteem 
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Eſteem for his Son. Twas in ſuch Diſcourſes they ſpent 
the time of his Abſence. In the mean time Don 7% 
made ſuch haſte, and the Winds were ſo favourable, 
that the Squadron arrived almoſt as ſoon as the Packet- 
Boat. On the News it brought, all the Country was 
in Motion, every body ſtrove to pay their Reſpects to 
the Princeſs, whoſe Joy cannot be deſcribed, at ſeeing 
her Deſign ſucceed fo well for her and her dear Hul- 
band. Job of Calais's Father, repenting of the Con- 
tempt he had uſed her with, was the firſt to engage the 
whole City to pay her the Honours that her Birth and 
Quality required ; he begg'd her Pardon, before them 
all, for his former want of Reſpect, and acted with ſo 
much Zeal, that the Princeſs embraced him, and cal- 
ling him Father, aſſured him ſhe would forget what 
was paſt, and did with Eaſe forgive it, for the Sake of 
her Huſband, who was much dearer to her than her 
Life. Scarce had the Princeſs receiv'd the Compli- 
ments of the City, when the Port reſounded with a 
thouſand Acclamations of Joy, that gave notice of the 
Arrival of the Fleet. The Inhabitants, magnificently 
dreſs d, placed themſelves under Arms, and marched 
in good order to receive Don John, and John of Ca- 
lais ; who landed under a general Diſcharge of the Can- 

nons of the Fort and Fleet, and ſound of Trum 
and Kettle-Drums. The Streets were crouded with his 
People, the Windows filled with Ladies, and they were 
attended by an infinite Number of People of Faſhion to 
the Town Houſe, where the chief Magiſtrate had plac'd 
the Princeſs and her Son, and abella, to do them more 
Honour. She received her Huſband and Don Fohn at 
the Entrance of the Hall, ſurrounded with all the La- 
dies of Quality and Diſtinction of the Place. Don John, 
as Ambaſſador, advanced the firſt, and putting one Knee 
to the Ground, kiſs'd her Hand; John of Calais at- 
tempted to do the ſame, but the Princeſs far from ſuf- 
fering it, opening her Arms, threw herſelf into his Em- 
braces, telling him that it was not fitting he ſhould pay 
her any ſuch Reſpect, but ſhare with her in receiving 
it. The Love of this couſtant Pair, moy'd the whole Al- 
ſembly, 
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fembly, and nothing was to be heard for ſome time, . 
but long live John of Calais, and the Princeſs of Portu- 

gal! ſo many Marks of Regard from the Citizens, 

and Love from the Princeſs, diſtracted the Soul of Don 

John; nevertheleſs he reſtrain'd himſelf, and pretend- 

ing that his Orders were of too great Importance to be 

made public, he demanded a private Audience of Con- 


fance. But that Princeſs, who knew the Bottom of 


his Heart, being willing to prevent a Converſation that 
would be diſagreeable to Her, told him aloud, that ſhe 
hid no Secret from her Huſband, and that he might de- 
clare himſelf before him, and that ſhe ſo well knew 
the King's Goodneſs towards John of Calais, that he 
might communicate his Inſtructions to him as well as 
her. Don John was thoroughly touch'd at this Refu- 


| fal, for he had formerly declared his Paſſion to the 


Princeſs, but had been always treated with Indifference. 
Therefore he did not doubt but this Behaviour of hers 
was ns tothe Fear ſhe had ofhearing his Complaints, 
and the Diſdain ſhe had for his Paſſion; he reſolved to 
be revenged, but diſſembling his Rage and Deſigns, he 
ave the Princeſs an exact Account of all that had paſs d 
tween the King and John of Calais, and concluded 
with conjuring her in the Name of that Prince to de- 
part inſtantly. Con flance reply d, that ſhe was ready, 
and that nothing could retain the Impatience ſhe had to 
tender her Thanks to her Father for all his great Good - 
neſs. After all theſe Ceremonies, as diſagreeable to the 
happy Couple as to the unfortunate Don John, he re- 
tired into the Apartment prepared for him, and left the 
Princeſs and John of Calais at Liberty to entertain each 
other. What did not theſe tender Lovers ſay?” with 
what Ardour did he not expreſs the lively Senſe he had 
of the Sacrifice Canſſance had made to him in concealing 
her Birth and Quality, and what Joy did ſhe not ex- 
ren at the being able to ſhare her Honours with him? 
ſhould never have done, were I to repeat all that 
paſs'd between them. To ſhorten therefore a Hiſtory, 
the Sequel of which has ſomething much more ſur- 
prizing in it than any thing I have yet told you; I _ 
| * 
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only ſay, that Confance, and John of Calais, rewarding 
magnificently the Inhabitants of the Town, for the 
Zeal they expreſs'd in their Service; and finding the 
Winds favourable, they reſolv'd to make uſe of them. 
Tuis charming Family, compos'd of Conſgance, 
her Huſband and Son, and the faithful Jabella, de- 
parted from Calais for Liſbon; all the Town waiting 
on them to the Ship, and wiſhing themeverlaſting Hap- 
ineſs: Don John gave Orders for ſetting ſail, curſing, 
in his Soul, the Winds, for being favourable to his Ri- 
val: But alas! he had not long Reaſon to complain of 
them; on the third Day after they left Calais, the 
Heavens were darkned with black Clouds, the Winds 
became outrageous, and the tempeſtuous Sea was tore 
up with the dreadfulleſt Storm that ever was ſeen: The 
Lightning, Thunder, Tempeſt, and impetuous Waves, 
at once, and inceſſantly, attack'd the unfortunate Fleet, 
Fohn of Calais put in practice all his Knowledge to 
prongs the Ship, that contain'd all that was dear to 
im: Love who animated him, ſeem'd to aſſiſt his In- 
duſtry. But the Traitor Don John, who watch'd him 
inceſſantly, ſeeing him buſy in the Height of the Storm, 
full of Rage and Jealouſy, took this Opportunity, 
and without being ſeen by any body, coming behind 
him, puſh'd him into the Sca; the high and tem- 
ſtuous Waves of which, ſoon hid him from the Sight of 
is barbarous Marderer. In the mean time, the Storm 
carried the Veſiel, in which was Conſtance and Don 
ohn, at fo ſwift a Rate, that they had made a vaſt 
ay before they mifs'd Fobn of Calais, But the Prin- 
ceſs, whoſe Thoughts were always on him, alarm'd at 
not ſeeing him, aſk'd for him, had him ſought for, and 
every one ſeeking to obey her, there were ſoon heard 
dreadful Exclamations, thattold that unfortunateSpoule, 
that he was not to be found. I cannot find Expreſſions 
ſtrong enough to deſcribe her Deſpair ; the Tempeſt no 
longer frighted her, a ſtronger Terror gave her Cou- 
rage; the ran upon Deck, weeps, calls her dear Huſ- 
band; and the profound Abyſs of that diſmal Element, 
reſounded with that dear Name. Perfidious Don J 
| | approach'd, 
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approach' d, and buſy d himſelf as much as any one, in 
ſeeking for him, and, too well ſatisfy d of the Truth 
of what he ſaid, he cry d, that the Wind muſt certainly 
have thrown him over- board. How dreadful muſt this 
News be to ſo fond a Wife! She tore her Hair, beat her 
Face, and Life appearing odious to her, to put an End 
to it, ſhe endeavour'd to throw herſelf into the Sea: 
Don John placed himſelf before her, 1/abe/la embraced 
her Knees, there was not a Sailor that did not leaveevery 
thing he was about, to prevent her Deſign. But their 
Cares were vain, ſtrengthen d byher Grief, ſhe was on the 
Point of breaking through all Obſtacles, when-1/abe/la 
brought her Son to her, who, ſtretching forth his Arms 


to her, ſeem'd to beg her to live longer for his Sake: 
This Object ſtruck her, aſtoniſh'd her, and ſtopt her, and 


without.calming her Deſpair, deprives her of the Cou- 
rage of following its Impulſe ; and no longer able to 
ſupport her Misfortunes, ſhe fell down in a Swoon into 
the Arms of Jabella: They took this Opportunity to 
convey her off Deck, into the Cabin. /abel/a and Don 
John did their utmoſt to bring her to herſelf; they ſuc- 
ceeded, but nothing could aſſuage her Grief, the Name 


of Jelm of Calais was inceſſantly in her Mouth. Don 


Fobn endeavour'd to comfort her; but the Loſs of her 


Huſband having redoubled her Hatred for that Prince, 


ſhe would not hear him, but even order'd him not to 


| appear before her the reſt of the Voyage. The Tempeſt 


abated, the Sea became calm, and this afflicted Fleet 


arrived at Liber, without any other Accident: The 


Preſence of the Princeſs gave a univerſal Joy to that 
Court; but when the King receiving her in his Arms, 
and, by her Tears and Groans, was inform'd of her 
Loſs, he joined his Tears with hers, and participated in 
her Grief. The News of this Misfortune was no ſooner 
known, but the Nobles and People expreſs d the Senſe 
they had of it by a univerſal Mourning ;; Don John 


alone felt a ſecret Joy, hoping that Time would put an 


End to the Love and Grief of Conflance: But to haſten 


his Happineſs, he, underhand, by Cabals that were not 


to bediicover'd, occafion'd a Revoltamong the A garwi, 
| | knowing 
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knowing very well, that he ſhould have the Command 


* 


of the Army rais'd to reduce them. He was not de- 


ceiv'd, the King employ'd him to chaſtiſe thoſe Rebels. 
- Charm'd with the Succeſs of his Deſign, he march'd 
againſt them, who were intrench'd on the Banks of a 
River, and attacking them, forced their Retrenchments, 
and, after a Combat of fix Hours, he gain'd a com- 
pleat Victory; and, puſhing his good Fortune, he took 
all their Cities, and in an exemplary Manner puniſh'd 
the Authors of a Rebellion he himſelf had fomented : 
He again reduced the 4/garwi to their Obedience to the 
King of Portugal, and returning to Liſbon receiv'd 
the Honours of a Triumph decreed him by the States 
of the Nation. But this was not enough; he, by his 
Intrigues, engaged them to demand the Princeſs in Mar- 
riage for him, on Condition that her Son ſhould reign 
after her. This Match was ſo agreeable, that the States 
accordingly did ſo, and the King no ways oppoſing a 
Demand that ſeem'd ſo reaſonable, propos'd it to the 
Princeſs, who could not hear it without Deſpair, and 
ſhe proteſted to the King, that ſhe would ſooner kill 
herſelf than marry the Man ſhe hated: But, Intereſt of 
'State prevailing, ſhe was forced to obey, and the 
Day was fix'd for celebrating the Marriage, which the 
People impatiently wiſh'd for; the ſame time was ap- 
pointed for Don Jobs's Triumph, on which Occaſion 
there was to be a Fire-work, built up ſeveral Stories 
lg. as a moſt magnificent and unuſual Spectacle. 
wo Years had elapſed ſince the Loſs of Job of 
Calais, of whom it is now time to ſpeak : 'The Sea had 
not been ſo fatal to him as Don John had hoped ; that 
unfortunate Huſband met with a Piece of a Wreck, on 
which he had preſerv'd himſelf, and ſtruggling a long 
time with the Fury of the Waves, he was at length caft 
on a Deſert Iſland, where he got on Shore, in the Con- 
dition you may eaſily judge a Man in, who had eſcap'd 
ſuch a Danger. Reflecting on his cruel Adventure, not- 
withſtanding the Grief he felt, in being ſeparated from 
. Caonflance, and his Son, he thank'd Heaven for having 
preſerved his Life; hoping, through its Mercies, once 
: | more 
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more to meet with thoſe dear Objects. With thefe 
pious Thoughts he ſearch'd the whole Iſland, from 


one End to the other, without finding any Tokens of 


its being inhabited; he ſaw none but timid Animals, 
with whom he was forced to declare War, to preſerve 


the Life the Waves had ſpared: He thus ſpent the two 


Years of Canflance's Mourning, without meeting with 
the leaſt thing that might flatier him with the Hopes of 
ever ſeeing her again: He began to deſpair, when one 
Day, walking on the Shore, he ſaw a Man, at a Diſ- 
tance, coming towards him: His Heart was fill'd with 
Joy, and making up to it, with the Hope that his De- 


ndance on Providence had, by ſome unthought of 


eans, ſent him a Relief; I thought, ſaid he, accoſting 
him, that I had been the only Man on this Iſland ; having 
never been able to diſcover the leaſt Signs of its being 
inhabited; I no longer flatter'd myſelf with any Hopes 
of getting off it, but with your Aſſiſtance, perhaps, we 
may contrive ſome Method I never thought of. "Tis 
true, reply'd the Unknown, in a grave Voice, this 
Iſland was uninhabited before your Arrival; as for me, 
lam but juſt now come here. How can that be, anſwer d 
John of Calais, I cannot ſee a Ship that can have brought 
you. The Way J came, ſaid he, is unknown to Man: I 
find, continued he, ſeeing that John of Calais was aſto- 
niſh'd, that you are ſurpriz'd at what I ſay, but will be 
much more ſo when I ſhall tell you, that I am come 
only on your Account. I know you, John of Calais, and 
our Misfortunes, and the Treachery of Don John; but 
now, this is not all the Affliction he prepares for you, 
he is ready to marry your Wife, who loves youtenderly, 
and tho' ſhe thinks your Death certain, fall continues 
faithful to you: Paternal Authority alone, and Reaſons 


of State, force her to give her Hand to that Traitor; 


To-morrow is appointed for their Marriage, which will 
be the laſt of her Life, if you do not appear. Good God! 


cry'd Jobs of Calais, How can TI, in my COR 


vent all theſe Misfortunes? Alas! L with Patience 


the Misfortunes I was plunged into; I pray'd to Heaven, 


and truſted in its delivering me hence, fince it had lag 
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- ſerv'd my Life: Your Sight had added to my Hopes, 
but what you ſay throws me into the utmoſt Deſpair ; 
my perfidious Rival will be the Poſſeſſor of Conftance, 
if I do not appear! he will be ſo in a Day's-time. 
Alas! How can I appear? The ſwifteſt-ſailing Veſſel, 
and the moſt favourable Wind, if I had them, would 
do me no good ; nothing can end my Grief but Death. 
Moderate your Tranſports, reply'd the Unknown, I 
told you I came here purely on your Account; promiſe 
to give me half of that which is moſt dear to you, and 

- In return I will ſwear to you, to hinder the Marriage 
and Triumph of Don 7:4: You may gueſs at my Pow- 

er by what I have told you; refign yourſelf therefore 
to the Divine Providence, reſume your Courage, and 
continue a juſt Obſerver of the Laws, and you ſhall one 
Day know, why Heaven intereſts itſelf on your Behalf. 
Fohn of Calais was ſo ſurpriz d at what he heard, and 
at the Confidence with wivch the Man ſpoke to him, 
that he queſtion'd whether he was awake; but reflect- 
ing, that nothing could happen tochim worſe than what 
he was juſt threatned with, and not being able to diſ- 

cover whether it was true or falſe, at that time, he re- 
ſolved to be guided by the Unknown, and promiſed 
him therefore all he aſk'd. | 
Tuer then fat down under a Tree, and his extraor- 
dinary Companion told him all that had paſs'd at the 
Court of Portugal, ſince kis ſuppoſed Death, and Con- 
ftance's Efforts to preſerve her Faith inviolable. During 
this Account, 7% of Calais could not preſerve himſelf 
from a Drouſineſs that attack'd him; and, notwith- 
ſtanding the Concern he had in what he heard, he fell 
aſleep: But how was he aſtoniſh'd, when on waking, 
he found himſelf in one of the Courts of the Caſtte of 
Liſbon ! He look'd*all round him, and convinc'd that 
he was not deceiv'd, he no longer queſtioned the Power 
of him who had brought him thither; but he was very 
much at a Loſs, how to gain Sight of the Princeſs: The 
miſerable Condition he was in, his Cloaths in Tatters, 
his Feet naked, his Beard of a Length proportionable to 
the time he had been loſt, made him, with Juſtice, con- 


clude, 
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clude, that he ſhould not be known; yet the Hopes 
which animated him, made him reſolve to enter one of 
the Kitchens, an Officer of which, taking Compaſſion on 
him, ſaFer'd him to approach the Fire, and immediately 
employ'd him in carrying Wood to the Offices. He 
acquitted himſelf exactly of the Commiſſion, ſtill con-- 
triving ſome Method to ſee the Princeſs ; he apprehend- 
ed, that the Preparations he ſaw making, were for the 
Feaſt, ſo fatal to his Happineſs; and his Heart was bleed- 
ing with Grief, at his not being able to find any Expe- 
dient to prevent it, when, by Chance, J/abel/a crois'd 
the Court in which he was. J of Calais knew her 
again, and look'd on her fo attentively, that ſhe could: 
not help taking notice of him ; ſhe could not but recol- 
lect Features ſo well engrav'd in her Mind; the Re- 
ſemblance this Wretch had with John of Calais, ſtruck 
her, and viewing him from Head to Foot, ſhe caſt her 
Eyes on his Hands, which he endeavour'd to ſhew her, 
and ſaw a Diamond Ring on his Finger, which ſhe knew 
had been given heretofore by Conſlance, to that dear 
Huſband, and which he had preſerv'd notwithſtanding 
all his Misfortunes. She then no longer doubted, but 
chat it was John of Calais himſelf; but not diſcovering 
her Thought, ſhe went immediately to the Prirceſs's 
Apartment, and told her what ſhe had ſeen; adding, 
that ſhe did not venture to ſpeak to him, before ſo many 
Witneſſes, till ſhe had received her Inſtructions. Con- 
flance, without conſulting, immediately begg*d//abel- 
la to contrive ſome way to let her ſee him; ſhe ran, 
and finding hun loaded with Wood, ordered him to car- 
ry it into the Princeſs's Cloſet, who waited for them 
with the utmoſt: Impatience. John of Calais obey'd, 
pat the Wood in the Place that //abel/a ſhew'd him, 
of | and ſeeing no body preſent to reſtrain him, and the 
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at rinceſs looking on him attentively, he threw himſelf 
er Wat her Feet. At this Action, Conſtance eaſily diſcover'd, 
TY onder this wretched Diſguiſe, the Man in the World the 
he WH deareſt to her; ſhe was ready to die with joy, and leaping 
rs, into his Arms, their Sighs, Tears and Embraces alone 


Nexpreſs'd the Motion of their Hearts. Jſabella, who 
had taken care to ſhut the Cloſet-door, came to them 
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and begging them to moderate their Tranſports, con- 
vinced them, that no time was to be loſt in intorming the 
King, of John of Calais's Return, to break off the fatal 
Marriage, for which every thing was getting ready. 
What ſhe faid, was too juſt to be neglected; they broke 
oft their Embraces, to conſult on Meaſures that were 
proper to be taken: They agreed, that the Princeſs ſhould 
ſend tothe King, and beg him to paſs into her Apartment 
on an Affair that very much concern'd his Glory and 
Intereſt, the Secrecy of which obliged her todeſire him 
to come alone. The Perſon Conffance ſent on this 
Meſſage, acquited himſelf ſo well, that the King im- 
mediately, and unattended, came to the Princeſs his 
Daughter. He was no ſooner enter'd her Cloſet, but 
the Princeſs, falling on her Knees, and embracing his 
Feet, Sir, ſaid ſhe, Jobn of Calais is alive, and return'd; 
will you let him be Witneſs of Nuptials that. will occa- 
fion my Death? The King of Portugal rais'd her up, 
and notwithſtanding his Surprize at the News, he 
aſſur d her that ſhe might expect every thing from a 
Father, who lov'd her paſſionately. At this, Jobn of 
Calais, who was conceal'd, appear'd; and putting one 
Knee to the Ground, Does the miſerable Condition in 
which I appear before you, ſuffer you, Sir, to know me? 
The King retreating gi few Steps, and recollecting him, 
O Heavens, ſaid he, frretching out his Arms to him, 


What do I ſee! may I believe my Eyes! Misfortunes 
have depriv'd us of you! By what Accident are you 


thus, and what Miracle has brought us together again ? 
Fobn of Calais told him the Treachery of Don Zohn, 
his being thrown on the Deſert Iſle, and the ſtrange 
Adventure that had brought him from thence to Liſbon. 

Tux King, ſenſible of all the Villany of Don 7ohx's 
Crime, vow'd that that Day which he had deſign'd for 
his Marriage, ſhould be that of his Death. He comforted 
Jobn of Calais, begg'd him to forget his Misfortunes, 
and put himſelf into a Condition to appear in the Eyes 
of the Court; and embracing the Princeſs, he return'd 
to his Apartment, ſo greatly irritated againſt the Trai- 
tor, that finding him, with a great many Lords waiting 
for him, he bid him follow him into the Building = 

2 


| | Y » 
ae Fire-work, that he might ſhew him ſomething that 
was wanting. Dey Joke followed him, and they both 
enter d it; but the King, ſeeing him bufy in examining 
all the Machines, ſuddenly went out of it, and ſhattiog 
him in, ordered it to be immediately fired. His Com- 
mands were obey'd with ſo much Diſpatch, that the 
Villain was conſumed before either his Crime or Puniſh- 
ment was known. The King inſtantly ſent for the 
Eſtates, who were aſſembled, and told them Don Jobas's 
Perfidy and Puniſhment they all unanimouſly approved 
of the Juſtice he had done, and deteſted Don Job's 
Actions. Then the King caus'd Jobs of Calars to „ 
who was again acknowledged and proclaimed Hei: to 
the Empire on the King's Demiſe, as Husband of the 
Princeſs ; and the Eſtates declared that their Son ſhould 
ſucceed them. This odd Accident reftored Joy to the 

ing of Portugal's Court, who invited all the Nobles 
of his Kingdom to come and be Witneſſes of the Hap- 
pineſs of Join of Calais and the Princeſs, whoſe Love 
and Tranſports were beyond Expreſſion. | 

On the Day of this famous Feaſt, when nonght but 

Pleaſure was thought on, there was ſeen to enter the 
vw. _—_ contained this ur my * 7 * whoſe 

ize and Appearance were ſurprizing. ked on 
him for — time without ſpeaking, but he advancing 
towards Fohn of Calais, ſaid, See and acknowledge him 
who freed you from the deſart Iſland, and conducted 
you to this Palace ; remember you d me, as a 
Reward for that Piece of Service, of what was mott 
dear to you. Have you Virtue enough to keep yout 
Word ? Yes, ſaid he, riſing up, Gratitude and Honour 
oblige me to it : make your Demand, and you ſhall be 
fatisfy*'d, Well then, ſaid he, I muſt have half your 
8on.— Jobs of Calais ſhadder'd with Horror at theſe 
Words, Conflance turned pale, the King was afflicted, 
and the whole Aſſembly by their Murmurs ſhew'd their 
ignation.— But the Man continuing his Speech to 
Jobs of Calais, You know my Power, faid he, it is as 
eaſy for me to reduce this Palace to Aſhes, and to de- 
rai- roy you all, as it was to deliver you from the uninha- 
ting Vol. I. M bited 
; for | 
the 
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bited Ile. Then the King offered him his Crown, but 
neither that, nor the Tears of Conftance, nor the Re- 
monſtrances of the Company, could prevail on him, 
Jabs of Calais, who had hitherto been filent, at length 
cry'd, It is not your Threats that make me keep the 
indiſcreet Promiſe my Love and Dread of loſing the 
Princeſs extorted from me : If your Power is of ſuch 
Extent, you know the Bottom of my Heart, and that 
tis Probity alone that makes me act thus: Then taking 
his Son by the Hand, and turning away his Eyes, trem- 
bling with Horror; Here, ſaid he, do you divide him, 
The Spe#re took him by one Foot, and ordering his 
Father to take him by the other, he drew his Scyme- 
tar, looking ſtedfaſtly on John of Calis, whom he 
found firm, notwithſtanding the Horror he was in 
Here, faid he, ng his Voice, I return you your 
Son, receive the Re of your Virtue and Generoſity. 
"Twas my Body that was tearing by the Dogs when 


vou enter'd the City of Pa/mania ; it was my Debts you 


paid, and whoſe Body you buried. I have never quit- 
ted you ſince, watchful of your Fate, and knowing your 
Soul. It was I that induced the Cor/air who had car- 
ried away the Princeſs, to caſt Anchor by your Ship, 
where you bought her, without knowing, or ſo much 
as ſeeing her, and only with the Deſign to reſtore her 
to gas : Learn by this Example how dear to Hea- 
ven are the Virtuous. I was willing to try you, you 
have ated like yourſelf, enjoy in Peace your Happi- 
neſs, continue wiſe, moderate and conſtant, Heaven 
will not abandon you. You will truly be a Prince, be- 
caufe you owe that Title rather to your Virtue than the 
Laws of Birth; which does not depend on us, and which 
does not malce us illuſtrious, if Wiſdom does not accom- 
pany it, Saying theſe Words, the Spectre diſap ar d, 
and left the Aſſembly fill'd with Joy and Aſtoniſhment, 
at the happy Concluſion of the Adventure. The Union 
of Conflance and Jobs of Calais, were celebrated with 
the greateſt Magnificence, and authentickly ratify'd ; 
and this Prince, being willing to be no ways wanting in 


Piety, cauſed a lately May/oleum to be built to the 


generous 
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—— Phantom, who had reſtor d him to ſo much 
ineſs. ä 
Nals Hiſtory, ſaid Urania, ' finding Camilla had 
done, is very moving. It is eaſy, faid Felicia, to find 
out the Moral of it: We are taught, that Wiſdom is 
referable to every thing. That Generofity, added 
Morinda, is a Virtue neceſſary for a generous Mind. 
That Gratitude, ſaid Urania, ought to have the firſt 
Place in the Heart of a Man of Honour, and that a 
good Action ſooner or later meets with its Reward; 
and to prove it more authentickly, I'll tell you a tice 
Paſſage, which will, -I believe, pleaſe you. | 
Tus Victories that Charles of Anjou had gained in 
the Kingdom of Naples, over Main/roy, natural Sun 
to the Emperor Frederick the Second; nor the Death 
of that Uſurper, his Courage, nor prudent Conduct, 
could ſecure to him the peaccable Poſſefiion of tl. e 
Crown; yet one generous Action gaired him entirely 
the Hearts of all his Subjects; the Army, the Eccle li- 
aſtical State, the Nobles, and the People all took is 
Part. Beltramo de Balſe having brought to that Prince 
the Treaſures he had taken ſrom the Enemy, the King 
ordered him to divide it into four Parts; one for him, 
one for the Queen, the third for the Army who had 
behaved themſelves fo gallantly, and the lait as a Re- 
ward for his Zeal and Services. Beltramo cauſed it to 
be laid on a Heap on the Ground, and getting on it, 
with his Feet divided it into three Parts; telling the 
King, that he did not deſerve to be placed in ſuch illu- 
ious Company : contriving at the — Time to make 
e Army's Share the largeſt; the King and Qucen 
augmented it with their Shares, and the Diſtribution of 
it was done with their own Hands, and in ſo generous 
a Manner, that they who partook of it were not more 
pleaſed than the Lookers on, who had no other Intere ſt 
in what they ſaw, than the Hopes they conceiv'd of the 
Good ſuch. generous Souls would do the whole King- 
dom. This, Piece of Generofity was ſoon known «il 
over the State, and Charles was lov'd and revered to 
the laſt Moment of his Life. And notwithſtanding the 
| | M2 Advan- 


* 
( 268 ) 
Advantage the Spaniards gained over the Houſe of 
Aijen, and their long Poſſeſſion, there is even to this 
Day prefery'd a Branch of that illuſtrious Family, which 
the [:alians call Enjo. I am charm'd at this Piece of 
Hiſtory, ſaid Camilla, but I think Beltrame de Bal/e 
- merits the utmoſt Praiſe for his own Diſintereſtedneſs. 
I love ſuck Denial, ſaid Felicia, they fill my Soul with 
Extaſy. True, ſaid Florinds, riſing, nothing touches 
one ſo much as the Actions of a faithful Subject; Kings 
vo — with ſuch, _ — much cheriſh them. 
his made Darius King of Perfia ſay, upon opening a 
Pomegranate, the Seeds of — in that Lin — by 
are called Sopire, that he wiſh'd he had as many Sopires 
as were in the Pomegranate, alluding to the Name of 
Sopiras, Satrapes of Perſia, who had, at the Expence 
of his Life, ſhew'd his Zeal and Fidelity for him, by 
Actions that Hiſtory has made immortal. Upon this 
they all aroſe to walk, and had ſcarce taken one Turn, 
before they fam The/amont and Orophanes coming up 
to them. Tho? I am always infinitely pleas'd with ou 
Company, ſaid Uranie, advancing to meet them, and 
— yet I own your ſudden Return makes me ap- 
prehenhive of ſome unlucky: Accident. Or/ames's Valet 
de Chambre, anſwer d Thelamont, has acquitted him- 
felf, Madam, of your Commands: Tho“ I fhould in- 
deed have come, if I had not received them ; my Heart 
evt-Eripet them with the Impatience of a Man wha 
hended he ſhould not arrive ſoon enough to be 
e firſt to inform you, that all his Happinets depends 
now on you alone. You very much embarrab me, re- 
7 Ade, for God's fake explain yourſelf; you know 
ve no Secrets to this Company 3 eaſe me of my 
Uncaſineſs, and be aſſured that Uranzia will not hefitate 
on any thing that may contribute to your Felicity. For 
my Part, (aid Orophencs, I don't comprehend Thela-+ 
rout's Timidity : Daring our ney he entertained 
me with nothing but the of his and what 
he would ſay in telling you the Occaſion z but by 
is no ſooner with you, but ſpeechleſs, confuſed and 
embacraſs'd, he has nat Power to tell you that 2 


Dee 
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fall of Gratitude for the good Offices he has juſt done 
him, has allowed his Pretenſions to you in age, 
if you approve of them. Indeed, continued he, with- 
out giving him time to anſwer, I ſhall not imitate him 
in this, but ſhall let the beautiful Fylicia know the ex- 
treme Satisfaction I feel at my Father's Conſent, which 
he has juſt given, that I may unite myſelf with you 


J. | 

You tell us ſo many things at once, interrupted 
Camilla, laughing, that we — know where we are 3 
pray let Thelamont ſpeak, fince Urania is willing, that 
we may hear what he has to ſay. TI aſſure you, re- 
ply'd Thelamont, what Orophanes fays ig true; I loſt 
all Courage in entering this Place, and Fear has driven 
away the Hope with which I flatter's myſelf in my 
— : But yet, Madam, continued he, addrefling 
imſelf to Urania, as my Happineſs depends on What 
I have to tell you, I muſt let you know, that my Cares 
have fo well ſuceeeded, that I have brought my Re- 
lation to the Agreement Geront wiſh'd for; but my 
Kinſman being tied to me, more by the Bands of a long 
continued Friendſhip than Blood, and knowing the 
Temerity of my Wiſhes for you, went beyond what 1 
defired of him. I carried him to Geront, who, at 
firſt, receiv'd him but coolly ; but when my Friend 
told him, he came on Purpoſe to put an amicable End 
to the Law-ſuit that was depending between them, he 
grew more gentle ; they each of them alledged, with 
armth, their Pretenſions: but to proceed in Order, 
both ſent for their Council, and all Animoſity 
id afide, Geront was forced to' own, that if my 
Friend proceeded to the Rigour of the Law, he ſhould 
be ruin d. I was preſent at this Conference, and was 
riz'd to ſee my Relation take Goront aſide, and 
with him fofily for ſome Time. Joining the 
Company, they both diſmiſs'd their Lawyers, and de- 
fired me to enter, with them, into Geront's Cloſet; 
When we were alone, Sir, ſaid Geront to me, your 
Friend has propos'd an Accommodation, which at firſt 
my Heart oppos'd ; but * Reaſon overcoming * 
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has convinced me, that a Man of .my Age ought not 
to think on making a Woman unhappy, and eſpecially 
ſuch a Woman as Urania : Your Friend offers to de- 
fiſt from all further Pretenſions, and never make any 
Demands on me, on Condition that I leave Urania at 


_ - liberty to chooſe a Hausband for herſelf, and that I ſe- 
cure to you, after my Death, the Eſtate which he 
could recover from me; willing that you ſhould enjo 


it before, according to the Laws of Nature, his 
Death gives it you, as his Heir. I have therefore 
conſented to theſe two Articles, and would willingly 
add another, if Urania pleaſes, which is to marry 
vou; this Hymen would give me the Satisfaction of 
thinking, that it was to her I yield my Pretenſions to 
the Eſtate in Queſtion. Geront left off ſpeaking, and 
I was ſo much aſtoniſh'd at my Friend's Generoſity, 
and the Alteration in your Guardian, that it was ſome 


- Time. before I could ſpeak ; but, Madam, my Joy 


ſoon open'd my Moath ; I returned a thouſand Thanks 
to Geront, I embrac'd my Relation, and ſufficiently 
ſhew'd them, that the Exceſs of my Gratitude was ow- 
ing to that of my Love. Geront careſs'd me ſincerely, 
and oblig'd me to confeſs my Sentiments ; he was 


touch'd with them, and the Reſpect you had preſerved 


for him, in not being willing to enter into any Engage- 
ment, during his LL une, for fear of offending him. 
He made me promiſe to ſet out the next Day, and 
bring you back with me, to conclude the happy U- 
nion. I was extremely impatient to ſee Orophanes, 
to let him partake my Joy with me. As ſoon there- 
fore as I could get from Gerant, I ran to look for 
him. I found him at my Houſe, waiting for me. As 
foon as he ſaw me, he ran and embrac'd-me : and tho 
I knew him to be naturally of a gay Humour, it 


| ſeemed to me ſo much heighten'd, that I thought he 


had been * of my Adventure. I returned his 
Careſſes with Tenderneſs; and the Satisfaction he ſaw 
written in my Countenance, making him think the ſame 
Thing of me as I had done of him, made us, almoſt at 
the ſame Time, ask if we were informed of what had 

happened 
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happened to us. But finding that we did not under- 
ſtand one another, we began to explain. I defired him 


to tell me what had made him fo joyful, and that as 


ſoon as he had gratify'd my Curioſity, I would his. 
He then ſhew'd me a La he had juſt received from 


his Father, in which he conſented to his Marriage with 


the amiable Felicia. As I will not deprive him of that 
Pleaſure, I leave to him the reading of it to you: I 


told him what my Relation had done, and the Altera- | 


tion in Geront, When he had heard me, he adviſed mo 
to ſet out- inſtantly, for fear of Geront's altering his 
Mind. But I was too well convinced of his Sincerity, and 
notwithſtanding our mutual Impatience, we put off our 
coming hither to this Morning ; Geront having made 
me promiſe to bring Orophanes and my Friend to Sup- 
per with him, which I did accordingly. Never was 
there ſo agreeable a Repaſt, Orophanes was never ſo 
amiable, nor ever were ; Lovers more ſenſible of 
their Happineſs than was he and I. Geront embracing 
me, charged me with this Letter to convince you of 
the Sincerity of his Alteration, We parted with the 
greateſt Marks of Friendſhip, and as ſoon as Day ap- 
pear'd, Orophanes and I took Horſe. We met WA 
mes's Valet de Chambre, who knowing me, gave me 
your Letter, and told us partly, what had prevented 
your Deſign of going to Bel ſa's. You fee, Madam, 
continued 7he/ament, in what ſtate Things are, tis you. 
that are now to pronounce the Sentence of my Life or 
Death; As ſoon as The/amont had done ſpeaking, her 
three Friends ran and embraced Urania ; the Pleaſure 
they felt at ſeeing her happy, even drew Tears from 
their Eyes, Urania returned their Cateſles, 
with Tenderneſs, and the Modeſty which was inſepara- 
ble from all her Actions. And ding them inpatient 
to hear Geront's Letter, ſhe opened it, and read aloud 
theſe following Words. | 


Geront 
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GERONT to URANIA. 


F belongs to you alone to reflore them to: Reaſon who 
bave loft it ; return, Madam, and enjoy the Effect 
of what you have dine: See me, without Conflraint, 
et my Hand 1s Thelamont's Happineſs, and be per- 
funded that nothing can give me greater Pleaſure than 
your Marriage. I wait for you with the Impatience of 
a Father aue longs 1s ſte his Children happy. 
GERONT. 


Wir, Madam, ſaid The/amont, throwing himſelf 
at her Feet, may I flatter myſelf that you do not op- 
poſe my eternal Felicity? Yes, reply d ſhe, my Heart 
with Joy ratiſies the Gift Geront has made you of my 
Hand; my Mind is too well known to you, for you to 
queſtion my Sincerity ; But we have been taken up- 
enough about ourſelves, dear Thelamont, added ſhe,, 
raiſing him up, let us now partake of the Joy of Oro- 

nes and Felicia. I am lo tranſj wich yours, 
reply/& that agreeable Lady, that I can hear nothing 
that can pleaſe me more, Ah! charming Felicia, cry'd. 
Onophanes, tis no longer time to talk in that manner; 
confeſs therefore, that you conſent to. my Happineſs 
with Pleaſure, you owe me this Acknowledgment, for 
all the Uneaſineſs I have ſuffer d upon your Account. 
Felicia ſmiled at Orophanes's Vivacity, and not being, 
willing to imbitter his Joys, reply'd in a Manner that 
convinced him he was as dear to her as ſhe was to him.. 
e—Florinda and Camilla thought they could not enough 
congratulate their four Friends, whom they truly 
eftcemed ;; but. it being Supper-time,, they all 
themſelves at Table, and the Content of their Hearts 
extended itſelf to their Minds; this Repaſt ſurpaſs'd 
the preceeding ones in the Sprightlineſs of: Converſa- 
tion, -Urania gave an exact Account of their Employ- 
ments during their Abſence. MHortenfa and Melintas 
were not forgot. Felicia repeated Ohimpia s Adven- 
tures; they all lamented Arimont, and were * 

x * 
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with the Shepherds: But Supper over, they laid afide 
all Converſation but what rt to themſelves. Thela- 
mont, Orophanes, Urania and Felicia \ interchanged a 
thouſand mutual Aſſurances of eternal Love; and as. 
they were to ſet out the next Morning, the two Friends 
— Lovers conducted Urania and Felicia to their 
Apartment. "Twas there that Camilla and Florinda 
made Urania 1 not to quit that Retirement en- 
tirely for the Town; but that ſhe would ſometimes 
come thither, in return for the innocent Pleaſures ſhe 
had there taſted, and the agreeable News ſſie had there 
heard. I conſent with all my heart, ſaid Oropbanes, the 
Library has occaſion'd Diſcourſes F can never forget. f 
We'll come again, reply d Uraxia, and conſult it; and 
ſince you have been diverted with it, I ſhall deſire The- | 
lamont to give me leave to retire hither with you. If | 
you will let me be one of the Party, anſwer'd The- ' 
lamont, laughing, you may depend, beautiful Urania, 
on my Obedience. After ſome farther Diſcourſe, rhis 
charming Society ſeparated to go to Reſt, and to pre- 
pare for their ure. Thelamont and Orepbaner, ö 
who had not a long time enjoy'd the Sweets of Sleep, | 
now found it interrupted by the Exceſs of their Joy. 
Urania and Felicia partook of their Watchfulneſs ; but ö 
the Cauſe was too agreeable, to make them complain. 
So the Day ended, with the Hopes of their Happineſs <4 
being ſoon compleated 3 and our four Lovers re | 
that it was bettey to arrive at Felicity lowly and by 
Degrees, ſtill treading in the Paths of Wiſdom, than, 
dy ſtraying from Virtue, to acquire a ſpeedy Happi- : 
neſs : And that the good Conduct of Kings, Princes, 
private Men, and all Mankind in general, conld not be | 
otherwiſe gained, than by Study ; the Light of which ' 

v a a Torch, to illuminate them in all their Adtions, © - 
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